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the Jews $1 20. 
A, d.-^I^oekJbBit'8 Life of Kofpoieaa - 

'Bonaparte. 90 cents. 
6,^-^mhey's Life of Nelson. ^ 

cents. 
7.-<Wiiiiajns'8 Life of Alexander the 

Great. . 45 centi. 
«; 74.— Watutal History of Insectji. 

90 cents. 
i>. — Galt% Life of BTren. 40 

etstkU. 
lO.-^BdsVe Lift of Mdhuktmed. 

-4S cents, 
lit— 45ooitt'« Letters on Detnonologgr 

and Witchcraft. 40 cents. 
IS, IS.-^Gleig's History of the Bible. 

. fiiO.ceikts. 
14«-— DwcoToy and Adventure in th9 

. Poliur Sleas and Regions. By Les- 
lie, Jameson, and Murraj. 45 cU. 
15. — Croly»s Life of George tV. 

45 cents. 
16.— Biscoveiy Jtad Adrenttirs in. 

Africa. ByJsntestafWiboiifAiad 

HEurray. 45eAits. 
17, 18, 19, 66, 67.^Can3ungbB]a'ii 

Lhres ef BsiuteiS and ScdJptan. 
.. #210, 
20.— Jsunea^s £iatoxy of Ghi^«3ky 

flnd.tlie. Gtnsades. 45<aBnts. 
81, 22.— BeiPs Life of Ma^ Queoli 

of Soots. 85 eoBts. 
23.— Russell's History of Sgypt. 

45 cents. 
24.— FleMher's History of PdUuMt. 

45 cents. 
25.— Festivals, Craanes, vbd Amuse^ 

ments. By Horatio Smith. 45cts. 
26.— Brewster^ Life of Sir Isaac 

Newton. 45 cents. 
27.— RnsbeU'e Hi3tory ^ l^aleatme. 

45 cents. 
28.'-Mienies'« MeittOflt iflh^SUt- 

fiteas Joseidune. 4^ ctfnts. 
29.— Thb Court «ad Cant^f Bewi- 

•parte. 45 cents. 
30.— Lives and Vogr»gM of DmKi, 

Cavendish, and Dampier. 45 ots. 
31. — Barrow^B Description of l*it- 

cairn's Islaiid, and Accoiuijt of the 

Mutiny of the Ship Bounty. 45 cts. 
31^, 73, 84.^Turtier's Sacred B^t^y 

oftheWodd. $lb. 
33, 34.— Mrs. Jameson's MeiiodtB df 

Female Sovereigns. 80 cients. 
35, 38.— The Landers' Travels in Af- 
rica, and Discovery of the Souitn 

and Terihination df the Niger. 

• IM cents. 
37.— Abetorombie on the InteUeeto- 

al Powers. 45 cents. 
38, 39, 40.— at. John% Liv«s of Cel- 
ebrated Txavellers. $125. 
41, 43.— Lord Dovei's Life of IF^red- 

eric the Great, 90 eeata. 
43, 44.— Smedley's Sketches froB 

Venetii^i Histiny. -90eentau 
45, 46.— ThatchiHr's Livee of the Ib- 

' dians. 90 cents. 
47, 48, «B.— Account of British In- 

<Ua. By Murray, Wilsoii, Grs- 

^^, AinsUe, llhjind, Jameson, 

Wallace, and Dalrymple. ^135. 
50^Brewat«r's Lett^er* on N9,taral 

Magic. 45 cents. 
61, 53.— Taylor's Histofy of Irth 

land. 00 cents, 
t^.— Discovery on the more Noith- 

em Coasts of America. ByP. F. 

Tytler. 45 cents. 



. 54.-^mnbiDldtPs ^Travels and Re- 

.MitxehM. By. Macgiil^vray. 45 

cents. 
55, 56.— fiukii'sL^t^rs on Natural 

Philosophy. Edited by Brewster 
^and Griscom. w cents. 
57.— Muche's Pin>ular Guide to th^ 

Observation of Nature. 49<$0nV*. 
58.— Abercroinbie'sPhiloso^y df the 

Moral Feelings. 4D cents. 
59.— Dick on uie Improveme&t 0i 

Society by the Diffusion of Knowl)* 

edgel 45 cents. 
60.— James's History of Ch«ii«- 

magne. 45 cents. 
61 .^Rueaell'e History of NuMa jilid 

Afeyssinlii. 45 oents. 
63, <».— RuftseH's Lift of Oliver 

Cromwell. -96cents> 
64.— Menteemery'B Lebtors* on Po* 

etry, LiteratoM, dsc. 45etats. 
65^BuTow's Life of Petevtit«<i^imt> 

45oente. 
60, 67.-Hl[4iives of Painters and Sculp* 

.torp. Vols. rV. and V. Bi cents. 
68, 69.— Criehton's Histocy of Ara- 
bia. 90 cents. 
70. — Praser's History of Peimou 

'45 oents. 
71.— Combe on the Ptinei^ei of 

Physiolttfy applied to lHa jhvser* 

vation of Health, <Sce. 45 Mnt«. 
72.— Turner^ Sacred History of fch* 

World, Vol. n. 45 cents. 
73.— Russell's Histdxy of the Bar- 

banr States. 45 cents. 
74.-*4(aiural History ef SaMCti, 

■VoLII. 45cents. 
75, 76.— PauldJAg'ft Lift of Wash* 

TT.C^I^or'sPhilosophy^fl'iviaff* 

45 oeniks. 
78. — Physical Condition of th« 

.£axth, Knd its most remarkable 

Phenomena. ByHiggina. 46ot8. 
79.— History of Italy: trattsltt«fl 

by Greene. 45 cents. 
80» 8L-~Thb ChiiieM. By JPaiTis. 

9tcaBts. 
82.— Hiakmcf of the CkMunnavig^ 

tiourofth^ Globe. 45e«lAs».| 
83.-Die^B Ccbstia Seenery. 45 

-oemts. 
84.-f-Tnm«^ Sacred Histaiy.of the 

WorU, Vol. III. 45 cents. 
85.->6niicoin's Ajdnud Mebhanism 

.and PhiFiiology. '45 ceolfr 
86> 87, 88^ 89^ 90, 91,— Tytkr's Uni- 

yersal History ; oontioned by Dr. 

T^ares. $3 70. 
92, 93.— I4fe of Franklin, by Riih- 

'self,- and a Selection from hl^ 

W^riti^gs. 90ceftts. 
94, 95.-^Ptt^ttit of Know4edg« un^ 

der DifBoultita— its PtoasuMSUnd 

•Ile1«!iird«. 90 elBlits. 
96, 97.— P»ley's Na*UT?ilTh,Mogys 

,edit«d by brougham, B»U, «m 

Potter. 90 cents. 
98.— Natural rHistory of Binds. 45 

cents. , 

99.— Diok's Sidereal AeaYens. 45 

cents. 
160.— XTpb^ ttn Imperfect Aid DS»> 

ordered Mehtal Action. 4iy cents. 
101, I03.^<aCdrtav^ Histoiy tfOrit- 

iA. Astsehca. 90 conlts. 
10S.^X^MBing% History of tiie Fine 

Arts. 45 cents. 
104.— Natnral Histoiy of Quadra- 

ptni. 46 cei^ 



105.-^tife attd Travel* of Mnngto 

fkrk. 45 cents. • 

ICK.— Dana'e Two T^eturs befbre th« 

msist. 45 cents. 
107, 108.— Parry's FourToya^ for 

Ab Dliteofvery of a Ntr&WeM Pku* 

aagiB. 90«e>tfs. 
, 100, llO.—r Lifis of Doctor JdhnMon; 

!with a Seleetionfroin his Wotka. 
, 4N>^eBta. 
lll.«-Bryaut'ji SeleotieiifinomAmevf 

aoaa Pools. 45oeltts. 
lis, lU.-.*AaiMk% Selectiian fioa 

British Poets. 90 cMts. 
114. 115v lUH U7, H8.-^eig^tiey's 

#i8toi7 (^ England. ^235. 
, 119, 120.— Hale's History of fibeUni* 

led States. 90«ents. 
121, J2p.-Irvina> Life of Gold- 
smith, and Selection tnm his VB^ri- 

tings. 90 cents. 
1!^ 124.*-Distingaished Mtin of 

Modem Thnes. 90 cents. 
laS.— Renwick's Life <tf De Witt 

CUttton. 45 cents. 
126, 127.— MaiBkenzie's Life cif Coai<* 
jtoodpre Perry. 90 cents. 
128.— Life TWd Travels of Bruce : by 

Sir Francis B. Head. 45 cents. 
129.— Renwiick's Lives of John Jfty 

and Alexander Hamilton. 45 cts. 
IdO.^Brewster's Lives of Galileo, 1 

Tydbo Brake, and Kepler. 45etn.. 
131.^-BMtory of Ic«]aiid,4&MenlaaMl, 

ind the Fttoe:isiMids. 45 cents. 
132.*-^MnAnieza and Ciutavs of tho 

JEapviese. 45 cents. 
133.— Dwig^s Histoiy of Cosaeo- 

iticttt. 45 cents. 
134, 135.— R^ins of Ancient Cities: 

,by CharJAS Bueke. 90 cents. 
136, 137.^|IistoKy of Denmark. Noi^ 

rnifft and Swoden : tgr Cnchton 

aodWheaton. 90 cents. 
138.-— Camp on Democracy. 45 cts. 
1 39.— Ltumian'sMiclugan. 4^ cents. 
10.— Feneiosi's Lives of the AndeAt 
* PhUos6pher«. 45 cents. 
141, l42.-^Ca!unt Se^s Htefoty of 

Napoleon's Expedition io Russia; 

'90 cents. 
143) 144— HSstoiy of Phfiomipl^: 

translated, continued, and edited 

by Rev. Dr. Henry. 90 oSnts. 
145.-^Buck»'s beauties, Hfinnooieib 

and'SubUnntiesofNstur^. 45ctiW 
146.— Lieber's ^sssys on Proper^ 

nnd Labbur, tk connected with ' 

'Natural Law and the Consdtatiaa 

•ofSodrty. 45 cents. 
147.— WhitS^ Natural HiSU«y ot 

g fWwm bi 45 cents. 
148Li-Wxnig«U's Bxpeditien to Si 
.bsrfatodtbePoLu'<Slm. 45icts. 
149, 150.— Popular Tecbnoiogy ; 01^ 

Pio^ionsand Trades: by-Haoan. 

0Q cents. 
151, 15fi, 153.— Italy and tile Italiaa 

Uands. $^I 35. 
154, 155.— Lewis and Cla-Hcd'sTmr- 

els West of the Mississippi. 90 

oeiits. 
I A.— Smith's Hi8t6iy df Sducatton. 

45 cents. 
157.— Mesopotumia and Assyria. 4& 

cents. 
158— Polynesia ; or, an HfMorieal 
Account of. the Principal Ulands 
in the South Sea, including New 
Zealand. By M. RuasetL iJu.J>. 
45oeati. 
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ALISON'S HISTORY OP EU- 
ROPE.'Hiatory of Europe from 
the Commencement of the French 
Rerolwtion in 1789 to the Pree- 
ent Tune. By Archibald Alison, 
F.R.S.E. In4Yolume«8vo. [Now 
pubUshing in sixteen numberSi at 
35 cenU each, at retail.] 

MOSHEIM'S ECCLESIASTICAL 
HISTORY.— Mosheim's fautitatee 
uf Eccleeiaatioal History, Ancient 
uid Itfodem. A new and literal 
Translation from the original Latp 
in, with copious Addiktonal Notes, 
original and selected. By lames 
MnnleekjD.D. 8to1s.8to. Sheep 
extra. $7 50. 

GIBBON'S ROME.— Gibbon's His- 
tory of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman. Empire. New Edition, 
with.N^otes, by Rev. H. H. Mil- 
man and M. Guizojt. In 4 vols. 
870, with Maps and Engrayings. 
Sheep extra. $6 00. 

RUSSELL'S MODERN EUROPE, 
—History of Modem Europe : vnth 
a View of the Progress olSociety, 
from the Riso of the modem King- 
doms to the Peace of Paris in 1763. 
By WiUiam RusseU, LL.D. With 
a Continuation of the History, by 
WiUiam Jones, Esq. 3 vols. Svo. 
Engravings. Sheep extra. $500. 

ROBERTSON'S WORKS.— The 
Hishmcal Wnsln of William Rf>b- 
aTt8on,D.D. 3 vols. Svo. Bdapaand 
Engravings. Sheep extra. $500. 
ROBERTSON'S AMERICA.— His- 
tory of the Discovery and Settle- 
ment of America. By WiUiam 
Robertson, D.D. With an Account 
of his Life imd Writings. To 
which are added, Questions for the . 
Examination of Students. By John 
Frost, A.M. Svo. Portrait and 
Engravings. Sheep extra. ♦175. 
ROBERTSON'S CHARLES V.— 
History of the Reign, of the Em- 
peror Charles V. j with a View of 
the Progress of Society in Europe, 
from the Subversion of the Roman 
Empire to the Beginning of the 
Sixteenth Century. By Wmiam 
Robertson, D.D. To which are 
added, Questions for the Examina- 
tion of Students. By John Frost, 
A.M. Svo. Engravings. Sheep 
extia. tl 75. 
GRATTAN'S NETHERLANDS. 
— History of the Netherlands to 
the Revolution of 1830. By T. C. 
Grattan. 12ino. 00 cents. 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL.— Hi»- 
tory of Spain and Portugal. By 
S. A. Dunham, LLJ). 5 vols. 
ISmo. #3 5(1. 
ROLLIN'S ANCIENT HISTORY. 
— ^The Ancieut History of the 
Egyptians,' Carthaginians, Assyr- 
ians, Babylonians, Medes and Per- 
sians, Grecians, and Macedonians ; 
including tiie History of the Arts 
and Sciences oi' the Ancients. By 
Charles RoUin. With a Life of 
t^e AiUhor, by James BeU. Only 
complete American Edition. Svo. 
Maps and Engravings. Sheep ex- 
tra, bound in one volume. ?3 50. 
Bound in two volomes. $3 75. 

HALLAM'S MIDDLE AGES.— 
View of the State of Europe du- 
ring the Middle A jes. By Heunr 
Hallam. Svo. Sheep extra. $200. 



HALLAM'S LITERATURE OF 
EUROPE.— Introduction to the 
Literaturo of Europe, during the 
Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seven- 
teenth Centuries. By Henry Hal- 
lam. S vols. Svo. Sheep extnu 
$3 75. 

PRIDEAUX'S CONNECTION.— 
The Old and New Testaments 
connected, in tiaie History of the 
Jews and neighbouring rfations, 
from the Declension of the King- 
doms of Judsh and Israel to the 
Tinw of Christ. By Humphrey 
Prideaux,D.D. 2 vols. Svo. Maps 
and Engravings. Sheep extra. 
$375.. 

MILMAN'S. CHRISTIANITY.— 
The History of Christianity, from 
the Birth of Christ to the Aboh- 
tion c^ Paganism in the Ranum 
Empire. By the Bev. H. H. Mil- 
man. With Notes, dpc, by James 
Muniock,D.D. Svo. $100. 

WADDINGTON'S CHURCH HIS- 
TORY.— A Historv of the Churoh, 
from the Earliest Ages to the Ref- 
ormation. By Rev. George Wad- 
dington, M.A. Svo. $1 75. 

HAWKS'S PROTESTANT EPIS- 
COPAL CHURCH IN VIRGIN- 
IA.— A Narrative of Events con- 
nected with the Rise and Piog^ 

. ress of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Virginia. To which is 
added, the Journals of the Conven- 
tions in Virginia. By F. L. Hawks, 
D.D. Svo. $175. 

SCOTT'S SCOTLAND.— History 
of Scotiand. By Sir Walter Scott. 
3vols. 19mo. $1S0. . 

DUNLAP'S AMERICAN THEA- . 
TRE.— History of the American 
Theatre. By WiUiam Dunlap. 
Svo. $1 75. 

CROWE'S FRANCE.— History of 
France. ByE.E Crowe. 3 vols. 
12mo. $175. 

ROBERTSON'S SCOTLAND and 
INDIA.— History of Scothind, du- 
ring the Reiffns of Queen Mary 
and of King James VI. tiU his Ac- 
cession to the Crown of England. 
With a Review of the Scottish His- 
tory previous to that Period. In- 
cluded in the same Volume is a 
Disquisition concerning Ancient 
India. By WUUam Robertson, 
D.D. Svo. Sheep extra. $1 75. 

ITALIAN REPUBLICS.— History 
of the Italian Republics. By J. 
C. L. de Sismondi. 12mo. 60 cts. 

MACKINTOSH'S ENGLAND.— 
Histoid of England to the Seven- 
teenth Century. By Sir James 
Mackintosh. 3voIs.l2mo. $150. 

SWITZERLAND.— History of 
Switxeitand. From the Cabinet 
Qyclopsedia. 12mo. 60 cents. 

VEllPLANCK'S DISCOURSES. 
— Discourses and Addresses on. 
Subjects of Ainerican History, 
AxtSf4Dxd. Antiquities. BvGulian 
C. "^rplanck. 12mo. 60 cents. 

HOWITT'S PRIESTCRAFT.— 
History of Priestcraft in all Ages 
aiJd Countries. By WiUiam How- 
itt. 12mo. 60 cents. 

MTLLER'S GREECE.— The Con- 
dition of Greece. By Col. J. F. 
• Miller. 12itto. 38 cents.' 



BULWER'S ATHENS.— Athens: 
iU Rise and Fall. With Views of 
the Literature, Philosoi)hy, and 
Social Life of the Athenian Peo> 

Ile. BySirE.L.Btawer. 3 vols/ 
2mo. $120. 

THE BIBLE.— History of the Bible..- 
By Rev. G. R. Gleig. 2 vd&. 
lomo. Mu>. [Family Library, 
No«. 12 and 13.] 80 cents. 

CHIVALRY.— History of Chivalry 
and the Crusades. By G. P. R.,. 
James, Esq. 18mo. Engravingt. ' 
[Fanuly Library, No. 20.] 45 cts. , 

THE JEWS.— History of the Jews. 
By Rev. H. H. Milinaa. 3 vols..^ 
iBmo. With Maps and Engra- 
vings. [Family Ubrary, Nos. 1, 
S, and 3.] $1 20. 

EGYPT.— View of Ancient and- 
Modem l^ypt. By Rev. M. Rus- 
sell, LL.D. 18mo. Engravings.- 
[FamUy Library, No. 23.] • 45 cts. 

POLAND.— History of Poland. By , 
James Fletcher, Esq. 18mo. Por- 
trait of Kosciuelu}. TFamily Li- 
brary, No.. 24.] 45 cents. 

FESTIVALS, &c Festivali. 

'Oaibee, and Amusements, Ancieni' 
and Modem. By Horatio Smith, 
Esq. With Additions, by Sanmei 
Woodwbrth, Esq., of New-Yoit^ 
18mo. Engravings. [Family Li 
bnry, No. 25.] 45 cents. 

PALESTINE.— Palestine, or thA 
Holy Land. By Rev. M. RussoU^ 
LL.D. 18mo. With Engravings 
[Family Library, No. 27.] 45 cts 

TURNER'S SACRED HISTORY* 
—Sacred History of the World* 
Attempted to be phUosophicaUy v 
considered. By Sharon Turner. 
3 vols. 18mo. [Family Libraiy^ 
Nos. 32, 72, and 84.] $1 3S. 

VENETLIIN HISTORY.— Sketch- 
es from Venetian History. By 
Riev. Edward Smedley, M.A. 2-' 
vols. 18mo. Engravings. [Family 
I^lbrary, Nos. 48 and 44.] OOcUl 

BRITISH INDU.— Historical and 
Descriptive Account of British In- 
dia. By Hugh Murray, James 
Wilson, R. K. GreviUe, LL.D.,... 
Whitelaw Ainslie, M.D., WiUiam 
Rhind, Professor Jameson, Profes- 
sor Wallace, and Capt. Clarence 
Daliymple. 3 vols. 18mo. Ear 
gravings. [Family Library, Nos. 
47, 48, and 49.] $135. 

IRELAND. — History of Ireland, 
from the Anglo-Norman Invasiovf 
to the Union of the Country with 
Great Britain. By W. C. Tay- 
lor. With Additions, by WiU- 
-imn' Sampson, Esq. 2 voi^. I8mo. . 
[FamUy Libraiy, Nos. 51 and 52.1 
Oe^ats. 

NORTHERN COASTS OF 
AMERICA.— Historical View of ' 
the Progress of Disoovenr on the 
'more Northern Coasts of America. 
ByP.P.Tytler.Esq. 18mo. Map,. 
&c. [Family Library, No. 53.]i 
45 cents. 

NUBIA AND ABYSSINIA.— Nn- 
.bi^ and Abyssinia: comprehend- 
ing their Civil History, Antiqui- 
ties, .Ajrts, Religion, Literaturet> 
and Natural History. By the Rev. 
Michael RusseU, LL.D. 18nu*. 
Map and Engrarings. [Famil} 
Library, No. 61.] 45.cents. 
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JOw-bahc. The wild soar cheny, 
4«uui. The eiy fiw merov-p^q^axt^. 
jfiMflT. Commander or cniefT 

Jma. Afmallco^f iMlefAQfi^ikilt.mMljfaiipSefk ]^ 
' value u aboat three halflpence. 
jtMhurpee, A ]Qohn»-Hi fold eoiiu Hi. va^ to aboot 

thblgr fhillinyi £nf lifh. 
Jlfoh, A female attendaalr-a nurse.. 
Bakadwr. A bravo-*^ boaHsForbragfidoeio ; ilsoAbiav^ 

man— ahevck 
Bdutdwr (verb). To boast oc taraK> 
Bala HUsar, Upper citadel-'-Hroyal palaee. 
BaraU, Ijegal docamentt--aarisnmenU— pramissoiy 

notes. 
Barukxffe, The name of on^ of tha ftra graat Doonuiee 
. tribes. 

Bask or bosh. Nothiac-r-hipmlmf, 
Basket, A head-man. 
Bedanag. A sorted midbeny. 
Bskmant, Tbcnameof a.viUa|0BaarGatapL Thewoid 

signifies "the husbaodless.** 
Bkan^kji*. Bag^e.->Boxea. Th^jr are. baz«| hung at 

each end of a pole, and canied on a huul's shwilder. 
Bheesteet. Water^arriers. 
Bkoosa or Boussa. Chopped straw— «ha£ Bi niMtt an * 

fUdara. ExcaYBlors— samien. 
01117 or Bwn. A fortified hill or tower. 
Bukskees* Gifts— preeent»-Hi9iiMar«. 
Bukkrassd. A Mataommedan feapK. Th» ffsstlTvl of tba 
coat ; held to commemorate thehistmy of Abraham and 
Iihmael (Isaac). 

Buuntak, A tMfl^^-A coOHlMirchAnt or dealat ^ poin, 

flour, fcc. 
CaJUa. A caravan— a eooToy. 
Cast, A kind of furae. 
CoMfooekess, Fatten. 
Ckanmi^ A» ftnffunfrowa-HBint(>nmiWiti., 
Ckarpojfs. A bed on Ibur poles, witlt xQp<|f crossed OT«r 

them. 
Ckattak. A meason for grain, kc The KKfa part of a 

seer, or about 3 ounces English. 
€!k«bootras. Small thkk mats, on which tfavea wnMiiij 

sitorffKot. 
ChiUum, The part of the hoolcah, or pipe, containing the 

lighted tobacco— hence used Ifar the pipe ttseUl 
Ckulwrnekee, A waaluuMtbasln. 
Ckiragk, A lamp. 
Ckorak, A sort of doak. 
Ckoktilf, A police station. 
ClMi. A bazar-A street Also the portkm of the taxM 

Kuiased to the natiye Chiefii for lEeeplng the passes open, 

and for keefring the tribes in dieek. 
Ckowdrji, The chief man or head of a bear. 
Ckuddtlk. AsheetorveQ. 
CfciifNi*. A night attack— a surp r i s e a foray. 
Okit|NM (verb). To attack by night-iosarprlselQrsla^t|u 
CftapotttM. Unleavened caikes, made of ottah. 
CkMfrasty* A messenger— a servant bearing a badge or 

brass plate. 
CkatttoA or cAatta. An umbiMla or paiifipol. 
Otmpmmd. Anendo8edspaee--'CfaenemMl-nHmtfahoiiae. 
ae$sid, A cDurier— an express^— a foot messenger. 
Crtre, Ten lalJu of rupees, or one million pouidaaletllBg* 
IHk, Letter post 

DoUnw. Baskets Itw ihiito, dee.— pannlera. 
liwan, A steward. 
ma. Aldndefspmpe».-fNdse. 
JJkooZcy. A palanquin for the rick. 
Imfs. Seurooids. 
Dtoraaue. Thegeberalnameof the five great tribes; the 

PopQl^e— Bamkzye— Nurzye— Baimi^e and Ab- 

khnzye. 
J>urber, Levee. 

J>vffodar A ntn-conunissioned officer of cavalry. 
JEUekee. An ambassador — an agent 
JEMStftgss. An Afghan tribe north of Peahawcr. 
I^kbrg. Devotees— mendicants. 



JPbte&o. The prayer for thfialgniognonaifhn-HipiiiQC'' 
the Mohamme4aa Mryieai ibf leadNl ^ whipl^ li^ 
equivalent to doing Ikimage. 

Fsnagkesa. Europeans Franla-^cp<%iwfc 

Ames. Sweet eurda. 

Jiba;. An amy. 

Okss. Claiifiied butter. 

Okaua or Okausa. A «lM«ipion of rellgioi^-^bihiuitifi.. 

Gt'/zyt. Tli0.aaBiaofagraatA|l|l|antEihe. 

OtibroviedL Dumbfounded— at a mo/nr^^^ 

Omimwtka. 8torehiNUMh'4iaaadaaft 

OoUes. Balls— bullets. 

Oolundm ,Mlb»fyoviiiHitenUy,t^M(iain«lbaU«. 
Omt. Coarse Inown sugar or BMlaasas. 

a^<^kk^ AnatiT#ofl^paqirUte(al(y«<'CQnit6rd." 

ChUas, Cherries. 

UdmoMM. A hot batb— baths ; 9am¥l9^ witteo Bm>^ 



Haui. A measure equal to half a yard— ^ euUt 

Hatnldar. A sergeant in the native Ibooml 

Hatir'Baskss. The idng's bodyguard. The wiqr^s in^ 
"Ever ready.'* 

Hbokm. Anorder— permisiion— thewordofconuiand. 

Hoosseiass-Atigoor. A pisculiarly fine ijoct of grape^ of im« 
mense size, called " the bull^ eye«*^ 

Hv^tKckt^ The seven p as se s . 

Hnrkaru. A messenger. 

Jambat. The Afi|(han cavalry. 

Jse. Lif»-epirlt— «*withiihtgood-wffl.** 

Jeerga. An assembly or ccrancu— « diet 

Jemadar. A native oijicar hpld^ t)^e rank, of Upiitenant. 

Jkala. A raft 

JiMf^ WaUp)^Mef(C«i|ftMl..ftb9U|0Cal|aatftqqaneV 
or a pound. 

Jerobs. Boots. 

Jung. The fight or battle. 

Jatfffltir Y^ootignien. 

Jktait. The long ride of the Aflghani. 

JaxaUcksas, RiusmaB. 

Kaffirs. Infidels. 

KaUss. Safe— ftee. finished. 

Kauaukeu A treasurer— a tieaaaiy; 

Keskmisk. Raisins— grapes. 

Kkon, A nobleman. In Cabnl the title is aaramed Iff 
everfooe. 

KktUvts. DresKS of honour. 

Kkootha. The prayer for the Ung. 

Kirkee, A wicket or window. 

t^9f. A moMun of difttanoe, equal to about two En^islt:< 
ndlea. 

Jtote. A foit 

KotOla Taj-i. The name of a pa«— literally, the crown/ 
of the mountains. 

KatiUa Mnrdss. The dead men's pass. 

Kvjavas, Camel-panniers. 

Kulassjf. A tent pltdiei^-a baggage servant 

JTa/mo. The Mohanmiedan creed. 

JEltiiejk. Ajpiivate dwelling. 

tCwrUot. The name of a villag^-IiteraUy, the donfcay** > 
mulberry. 

Karwir or Kkwrwak. A measure : equal to 700 Ibg. Eng- 
lish. 

KutsUbaskea. Perrians; or persons of Ptonfeurdeacent, re- 
siding in Cabql. 

Kyde. Prison. The root of the vulgar BagUidi '^qaod'^-^ 
to put in quod^ 

Kysee, The wliite apricot 

LaJUt One hundred t^ouasAd. 

Lakk of K^vess* Ten Umusaad poandtt atefSag. 

Z^erve. A batUe— an enngement 

Lascar. An aflnndant oi guns, magaahles^ *e. 

Loangkss. Thedothof a turban. 

Loot. Plunder. 

Zjoot (verb). To sack— to plnnder. 

Moat. Curds. 

JUaund. A measure of grain; about 60 lbs. English. 

JlfaiM*. A sort of grain. 

Meena. A secretary— a Mohammedan witter. 

Mur JVfse, A teacher— the high-prleit 
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VOCABULARY. 



. JVdbuMiuUr. A cicerone— « man of all work~a faoo- 
tain. 

MAUt, a clan of cainp-foIlow«r»-« aweeper. 

Mohwt, A coin, generally fold ; ita vdue la abont tbir^ 

shillings EngUaE. 
MooUah, A priest. 

Jtoong. Pulse. 

>Moofuhee. A secretary or Interpreter. 

JHueiiim* Tbe call of the FvUkf^ to pmyers. 

Jtu$kk. A leathern bag for holding wateiv-a goaVs 
skin. 

Mutjid. A temple or place of worship. - 

Jfagura. A set of dnuns which the natives beat to an- 
nounce the presence of the king or any great chief. 

JVWft. A depu^ or lleutenuit. 

i^aiek. A coqraral in the native tnx^. 

JVo/. A horse-shoe. 

^albuuds. Farriers. 

^alkee, A palanquin. 

JWhw. Cakes of teead. (1 LatiUt Annona.) 

JVawonft. A prince. Nabob. 

JVanV. A master of the household. 

JfumehMt. A kind of spencer made of sheep4in8. 

Jfeauka. A cost 

Jfo-rot. The Vernal Eqidnoz. The Hohanmiedan New 
Year's Day. 

JVWMk. The bed of a river ; also used f<nr a liver. 

JiTimuUu, Coarse felt carpeti. 

Ooloo^. The tribes or clans. To summon the Ooloos, an- 
swers to our " calling out the militia." 

09rtee». Open-work lattices. * 

OUak or JiUak. Ground wheat— flour, or, rather, what Is 
called pollard. 

Palkee. A palanquin. 

Pall. A kind of tent 

Pesh Shedmnts. Attendants. 

Pillak. A dish of meat and rice. 

P09ha Khanm, An armory. 

PoMhUen, A sheepekin ; also a ftir-pelisse. 

Pushtoo. The language of the natives of Ai^hanistan. 

J^'aaio. Loose trousers. 

Raj. A sovemmont— ra province. 

Rajah. A prince. 

Rettalah. A troop of horse. 

Metai or Reaait. A counterpane— a quilt 

Rut-band, A veil. 

Rw§e. A idlver cohi; its value is about two shillings 
English. 

8ac€$. A gnxmi. 

Sahib. Shr— master. 

Salaam. Salutation. To make salaam— to pay one's re- 
spects. 

Sear. A measure ; about equal to two lbs. KnglVih. 

ShahBtigh. The king's garden. 



Shah Ouxua or Shakghaaaea. The household _ 
" yeomen of the guard." Officers of the court 
> VMkrtada. A king's son — a prince. 
Mala. Red cotton cloth firom Turkey. 
Shikar. Field sporU. 
Shikargura. Hunting grounds — ^preserves. 
Skaka, A hobby— « mania. 
Skraffa. Native bankera— money changers. 
Shubkoam. A suiprise at night 
Shytan. The devil. 
SiakSvaif. The black rock. 

Siaka. A large sect of the Mohammedans; opposed to the 
Soonees. 

Sipakeaa. The native Hlndostanee troops. Sepoys. 
Sir^'ekuam. The name of a village— the words sicnifV 
** the head of the spring." * • 

Sirdar. A general. The title assumed by Mahomed Ak- 

bar Khan. 
Strdar^-Sirdtm. The chief of the generals. Generalis' 

simo. 
Soaneea. A large sect of the Mohammedans. 
Subadar. A native officer, holding the rank of captain. 
Suga. Does. . .d term of contempt. 
Sungak. BreastwcNrk. Fortifications. 
Surda. A species of melon. The cold melon. 
Suneana or Surtoona. Camel driver s g rooms. 
Setringeea. A Idnd of small carpet 
Sutoara. Horsemen— troopers. 
Syud. The title of a cbief of the Oolooa. 
Syud. A holy man — a saint 
Syuda. A sect of the Mohammedans ; «!!Kimtng to be die 

descendants of the projdiet; and who therefore wear 

the green turban. 
Tattoea. Ponies. 
Tapta. Tombs— mounds— barrows. There are several in 

Affghanistan, built in the time of Alexander. 
Topakea Baaku. The commander of the artillery. " The 

master-general of the ordnance." 
Tumaaook. The red {Aom. 
T^kkana, A eellar. 

Uaufxuea. An Afl^han tribe north of Peshawer. 
FakaeL A depu^-— a comndssicmer— one who acts or ne- 
gotiates for anmher. 
Wuteer. Vizier. 
Wuteerat. The office of vizier. 
Xttmmula. Coarse blankets. 
Yabooa. Af|fban ponies. 
Taghi. Bebelliens— in a slate of rebeUion— or of inde 

pendence. 
Zenana. A harem. * 

Zerdalooa. Apricots. , 

ZUtilla. An earthquake. 

Zvbbarduat. Overbearing^-** with the strong aim.* 
Zuna. A dwelling. 



NOTICE. 



. The absence of the author from Eagland, and the consequent 
ioipossibility of consulting her during the progress of this work 
through the press, may have caused some errors to creep in— espe- 
cially in the spelling of the Oriental words. The greatest care, 
howevjer, has been taken to adhere exactly to the original manu* 
:8cript 
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INTRODUCTION. 

♦ ♦ * * I have not only dafly 
vnoted down events as they occurred, but often 
/4iave done so hourly. I have alsb given the re- 
;^port8 of the day, the only information we pos- 
^sessed; also such news as was telegraphed 
.from the Bala Hissar, or sent in by the king or 
^y Captain ConoUy to the envoy ; and many 
other reports brought by Afighan gentlemen of 
Captain Sturt's* acquaintance, and by others of 
lower degree, who, having had dealings with him 
:^n the engineer department and public works, 
and having received kindness from him, gave 
.him such intelligence and warning as was in 
their power ; all of which he communicated [to 
his superior officers] at different times ; but the 
warnings were not attended to ; and as when 
he gave his ^dvice it was seldom adhered to, he 
became disgusted, and contented himself with 
.zealously performing his duties and making him- 
self generally useful, acting the part of an artU- 
lery officer as well as that of an engineer. Had 
.poor Sturt^s life been spared, it was his inten- 
tion to have worked up my rough notes, and to 
have added much valuable information : he wfts 
too much overworked to afford leisure to give 
me assistance at the time. His plans, draw- 
ings, &c., with his public and private papers, 
were lost, except a note or two that were, just 
a few days before we left Cabul, put with my 
Journal. I believe several people kept an ac- 
count of these proceedings ; but all except my- 
jself lost all they had written, and had recourse 
to memory afterward. I lost everything except 
the clothes I wore, and therefore it may appear 
strange that I should have saved these papers. 
The mystery is, however, easily solved. After 
everything was packed on the night before we 
left Cabul, I sat up to add a few lines to the 
events of the day, and the next morning I put 
them in a small bag and tied them round my 
waist. I am indebted to Captain Souter, of 
H. M. 44th regiment, for a plan, from recollec- 
tion, of the cantonment and forts. The inac- 
' curacies, if any, are but trifling ; and it is suf- 
ficiently clear to indicate the positions of the 
^principal places alluded to. 

A much better narrative of past events might 
have been written, even by myself ; but I have 
.preferred keeping my Journal as originally writ- 
ten, when events were fresh, and men*s minds 
were biased by the reports of the day, and even 
hour. 

It is easy to argue on the wisdom or foUy of 
conduct after the catastrophe has taken place. 
With regard, therefore, to our chiefs, I shall 
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only say that the envoy has deeply paid for his 
attempt to out-diplomatize the Affghans. Gen- 
eral fiphinstone, conscious that his powers of 
mind had become enfeebled with those of his 
body, finding there was lio hope of General 
Nott's arrival to assume the command, called 
in another officer to his aid, who had but one 
object in view (to get back, at all hazards, to 
Hindostan). He averred that a retreat to the 
Bala Hissar was impossible, as we should have 
to fight our way (for one mile and a half !). If 
we could not accomplish that, how were we to 
get through a week's march to Jellalabad 1 Once 
in the Bala Hissar, which would have been easily 
defended by one thousand men, we should have 
had plenty of troops for foraging purposes ; and 
the village of Ben-i-shehr, just under the Bala 
Hissar, would have given us a twelvemonth's 
provisions if we had only made the demonstra- 
tion of. a night-march, to have the appearance 
of taking them by force. Sallies from thence 
might also have be^n made into the town, where 
there was always a party, particularly the Kuz- 
zilbashes, who would have covertly assisted us, 
until our returning fortunes permitted them to 
do so openly. 

Independent of *s determination to re- 
turn to India, he often refused to give any opin- 
ion when asked for it by the General, a cautious 
measure, whereby he probably hoped to escape 
the obloquy that he expected would attach to 
the councU of war, composed of General Elphin- 
stone. Brigadier Shelton, Brigadier Anquetil, 
and Colond Chambers. I might say nominally 
composed ; numericaUy it was much more ex- 
tended. (Captain Grant, with cold caution, ob- 
structed every enterprise, and threw all possible 
difficulties in the way ; Captain Bellew was full 
of doubts and suggestions, all tending to ham- 
per and retard operations; and numbers of 
young men gave much gratuitous advice ; in 
fact, the greater part of the night was spent in 
confusing the general's ideas, instead of allow- 
ing a sick man time by rest to invigorate his 
powers. Brigadier Shelton was in the habit of 
taking his rezai with him, and lying on the floor 
during these discussions, when sleep, whether 
real or feigned, was a resource against replying 
to disagreeable questions. Major Thain, a sin- 
cere friend and good adviser of the general's, 
withdrew, in disgust, from the council ; and 
Sturt, who was ever ready to do anything or 
give his opinion when asked, from the same 
feeling no longer proffered it. 

As a proof that Sir William Macnaghten's 
confidence in Shah Shoojah was latterly much 
shaken, he wrote to the Governor of India, pro- 
posing that, if it really should be proved that 
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His Majesty was acting treacherously against 
MBf the Dost should be restored to his country. 
But it is very doubtful whether this despatch 
ever reached the Grovemor-General. 

I shall not refer back to many small insurrec- 
tions that took place, but only allude to the 
events that immediately preceded the grand in- 
surrection at Cabiil. 

I believe I have indifferently written the 
name of a village as Dehmaru and Behmaru ; it 
is called both, but Behmaru is the correct name, 



signifying the husbandless : Dehmaru would be 
the Husband's Village. It takes its name from 
a romantic legend of a girl of rank betrothed 
to a chief who was said to have been slain in 
combat, and she consequently pined away and 
died also ; but the lover recovered from his- 
wounds, and placed a stone, said to be one of 
those white ones that look like women in Bourk- 
hor, over her grave on the Behmaru hill ; and 
when he died he was buried beside her, with a 
similar stone to mark the spot. 
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September, 1841. — Sir William Macnaghten 
obtained a force to be sent out to the Zoormut 
country. A chief contemptuously designated 
as a robber, was said to have gone into the 
town of Zaho beyond Gurdez. The information 
given to Captain Hay, commanding one of the 
Shah's corps, represented the place as con- 
temptible. He went there with some few 
troops supported by guns, found that the place 
was much stronger than he had supposed, and 
that he could not do anything against it, and 
that he was fired at from six forts. On this in- 
. telligence reaching Cabul, a large force was 
sent out on the 28th of September, under Col- 
onel Oliver of the 5th, consisting of half of Cap- 
tain Abbott's battery, two iron nine-pounder 
guns, a wing of the 44th Queen's, the 5th N. I., 
Captain Warburton's guns, Captain Backhouse's 
mountain train, Anderson's horse, the Kohistan 
corps, and two others of the Shah's, with the 
King's sappers and miners and Hindost'uiee 
appers uu* so^nsrs .inda: Captain ^ii^S u sufi 
3r.|:i:i«i:. 

The first days* march was through the city, 
with narrow streets and sharp turnings, very 
unfavourable for guns, as was also a bad road 
aflerward, a nullah, and a steep ascent ; all 
which circumstances kept them from getting 
into camp until late in the evening ; after that 
the road was good, with the exception of the 
Al-Timor pass, which was very steep. It rises 
9600 feet above the level of the sea. The crest 
was represented as being as much as a man 
on horseback could surmount, and the artillery 
woujd never have been got over it had not the 
natives given their assistance: 800 of them 
dragged the guns up. The great difficulty (as 
far as I could learn) lay, not so much in the ac- 
clivity, as in the roughness of the road, which 
was perfectly filled with huge blocks of stone. 
Here it was dreadfully cold, and snow fell. Be- 
yond this pass the people of the country fled, 
abandoning their property, and consequently 
their suffering must be very great in the ap- 
proaching winter. 

The chiefs declared that they were ready to 
submit, but the orders were peremptory to de- 
stroy the forts that had fired on the Shah's 
troops. Lieutenant John ConoUy and Lieuten- 
ant Burnet (64th) chupao'd* Akram Khan, ri- 
ding sixty miles at night with 300 horsemen. 

* See Vocibularj for tbis and other Oriental terms. 



They surprised the chief, his wives, and fami- 
lies ; it was, however, done through the treach- 
ery of the chiefs son-in-law, who disclosed his 
retreat. The Shah has ordered Akram Khan's - 
execution. While these events were going on,- 
disturbances had broken out near Cabul, where^ 
much had occurred to incite the chiefs to rise. 
In former times, under the feudal system, wheR> 
the sovereign of Cabul required troops, each-- 
bold chieftain came forward with his retainers ; 
but these vassals had been taken from them, . 
and were imbodied in corps conunanded by 
British officers, to whom they owed no affec- 
tion, and only paid a forced obedience, while- 
their hearts were with their national religion ; 
their chiefs power was now greatly limited, 
and the chouk guarantied to them was withheld 
on the plea that the Company had commanded 
retrenchments. But the saving required by 
Government was a curtailment of those ex- 
penses which were defrayed by its own rupees, . 
whereas the 40,000 rupees now the subject of 
disp^ite were, in fact, n't saving at aU to us, as 
titil: »iii:sj vna torn }uc! ^> tks Cfimi-finx 
but was the chuuk or moLdy <;xcu3ed to tai 
chiefs out of the revenue or dues owing to the 
King, on condition of their enforcing the sub- 
mission of the .petty chiefs and tlie payment of 
their rents. This sum, whether paid to Shah 
Shoojah or not, wouki never have replenished 
the Hon. Company's coffers ; and by upholding 
the Shah in such an act of aggression we com- 
promised our faith, and caused a pretty general 
insurrection, said to be beaded by Meer Musjude, 

The Kohistanee chiefs are urged on by the 
Dooranee chiefs in Cabul, and all the country 
about Tezeen and Bhoodkhak is in a state of 
revolt. It is only wonderful this did not take 
place sooner. 

The Indian government have for some time 
been constantly writing regarding the enormous 
expenditure in Affghanistan, every dak has re- 
iterated retrench ; but, instead of lessening the 
political expenses and making deductions in 
that department, they commenced by cutting 
off these 40,000 rupees from the chiefs. 

Affairs having assumed this gloomy appear- 
ance, the envoy sent in all haste for the force 
under Col. Oliver to return as quickly as pos- 
sible, leaving it to Capt. Macgregor's diplomatic 
ability to patch up the Zaho business as best be 
might, and come to the rescue with his advice 
regarding the Tezeenites, with whose customs, 
&c., he had much familiarity. Macgregor strong- 
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ly advided the not stirring up a hornet's nest, 
and wished to try what he could do by diplom- 
acy. Valour, however, was the order of the 
day ; and various were the suggestions of the 
politicals. One plan was, that Gen. Sale's bri- 
gade, on its way down to the provinces, should 
make a detour via Nigerow. The troops were 
not to fight, but only by their presence to over- 
awe the Nigerowians, while some neighbouring 
tribes, who had a blood fued with them, should 
make the attack. Plans of the country were 
sent ill, with imaginary roads drawn on them 
from various points, while supervening.obstacles 
to the march of an army, such as hills and 
passes, were omitted. The scheme was not 
considered feasible, in consequence of the ad- 
vanced state of the season, it being now Octo- 
ber, and from the apprehension that the cold 
would destroy the camels requisite to carry the 
tents and provisions. 

9/A Octo^. —The 35th N. I., commanded by 
CoL Monteath, 0. B., with two six-pounder 
guns under Lieut. Dawes, were suddenly sent, 
at a day's notice, to Boodkhak, partly as being 
the first march towards the provinces (they 
forming a part of Salens, or the 1st brigade), 
and partly in consequence of the disturbances. 

llth. — The 13th light infantry, commanded 
by Lieut.-col. Dennie, C. B., were also sent, at 
a few hours' notice, to Boodkhak ; but as they 
were not to proceed on their march until the 
arrival of Capt. Abbott with his guns, I remain- 
ed at Cabul with my daughter, Mrs. Sturt, who 
had been staying with us during her husband's 
absence with Col. Oliver's force ; and Sale took 
his departure from Cabul, fuUy expecting me to 
follow him in three days at the latest. 

12M.— The 13th and d5th, with the two guns 
under Dawes, moved forward, the whole under 
Sale, their object being to go through the Khoord 
^^2/}/il pacst, anifi pla'ce thn 35th N. L in an ad- 
*rjiac6ipo-3L«Jii}jiati:jL0«AHJakiiitana: nlkck a« 
13th were to fall back again on Boodkliak. 
This movement was efiected, but with consid- 
erable loss. The Kboord Cabul is a narrow de- 
file, enclosed by high and rugged rocks ; it is 
said that the number of the enemy did not ex- 
ceed 60 men, but they possessed considerable 
advantage over our troops in their knowledge 
of the country and in the positions they took 
up; for until they commenced firing not a man 
was known to be there. They were concealed 
behind rocks and stones, and by a stone breast- 
work that they had hastily thrown up, behind 
which, on our troops entering the pass, they 
laid in wait, and appeared to pick off the ofiicers 
in particular. The number of the enemy were, 
however, underrated, as I am assured there 
were fully 200 of them. The 35th lost, in kill- 
ed and wounded, about 40 men; and Capt. 
Younghusbandy of the same corps, was badly 
wounded in the foot. The 13th had 8 men kill- 
ed and 19 wounded. Gren. Sale was wounded 
in the left leg ; the ball entered near the ankle, 
shivered the small bone, and was taken out 
from the skin on the other side, where it had 
lodged. Lieut. Mein, of the 13th, while leading 
his company up to the breastwork, was severe- 
ly and dangerously wounded in the head ; the 
skull was fractured by the ball, which entered 
it. Lieut. Oaks, of the same regiment, had also 
a very narrow escape, being wounded in the 



head also. It rained very heavily that night, 
and the 13th had the full benefit of it, for they 
were out all night, having two alertes ; one of 
the sentries was mortally wounded, being shot 
on his post. Exertions were made to discover 
the persons who fired on our sentries: three 
men were seized who had in their possession 
the soldier's belt, which was a tolerable evi- 
deuce of criminality, but the envoy wrote to say 
that the people about the king said that those 
men were good men and true, and they were to 
be released without any punishment ! 

ISlh. — Two companies of the 37th N. I., and 
two guns under Mr. Waller, were sent to re* 
enforce the 13th at Boodkhak . leaving only the 
remainder of the 37th in cantonments, and no 
guns. Should there be a nsing in Cabul, we 
should be entirely without the means of de- 
fence. The shah's troops navy **ioved from 
their camp behind to Siah Sung, lu' p**otection, 
as, from the force which has gone ^vjtb Col. 
Oliver, they have not guards enough to ni otect 
their camp, or the stores left there : ctiei^ sen- 
tries are fired on constantly. Lieut. Mayne, of 
the Shah*s service, was reported to have been 
shot when going his rounds last night, but it 
was a mistake ; the suwar who accompanied 
him was the sufferer. 

A poor woman, a Mrs. Smith, the wife of a 
conductor, was travelling up the Bolan pass t^ 
Kandahar, with a few suwars as a guard. She 
was attacked by the Belooches ; the suwais- 
fled, Mrs. Smith got out of her palkee and ran a. 
short distance, but was soon overtaken and. 
killed; the body was not plundered, and her 
rings were found on her fingers, and her earrings 
in her ears ; not that they committed the act 
from hatred to the Feringhees and disdain of 
plunder, but that, according to the superstition 
of these tribes, it is a most unlucky circumstance 
to kill a wf man ; anl finiing their victim of th<} 
gWle sex, 'Xt) HbA itrl. ef^ kior !ia ihs ''tl 

\7tL — Col. Oliver s foice rutuRiCd ; Capt. .<*■ 
bott's guns have had their carriages much danv* 
aged ; the spokes of sundry wheels are absent, 
thanks to the acclivities and declivities of the 
Al-Timor pass, so that he requires a few day& 
to put all to rights before he can go to join Sale 
with the 37th ; when they do so, the brigade 
will move on Tezeen. 

18/A. — The enemy came down (a chupao or 
night attack), 400 strong, on Khoord Cahul, 
where an action was fought witli great loss on 
both sides ; Lieut. Jenkins of the :)5tli was in(»r' 
tally wounded, and lingered in great agony, liav-^ 
ing been shot through the spine. Col. Monteatlc 
sent to Sale for re-enforcements, who despatch- 
ed to him the two companies of .the 37tU that 
had lately arrived at Bhookhak. 

I9th. — The remainder of the 37ih marched 
from Cabul to Bhoodkhak ; also Capt. Abbott 
and his guns, and the Shairs sappers and miners 
under Capt. Broadfoot. Sale and Sturt have 
agreed that I am to remain with liim and my 
daughter at Cabul, and to come on with the en- 
voy, who is anxious to go to his government at 
Bombay, and Gen. Elphinstone, who returns to 
the provinces in consequence of ill health. 

Sale's brigade is to move on to Khoord Cabul 
to-morrow. Seventy-seven of the wounded 
men from thence and Bhoodkhak have come in 
to cantonments, as also Lieut. Mein, of the 13th. 
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It appears that the Hazir Bash, the escort sent 
by the king with Capt. Trevor to Capt. Macgreg- 
or (political agent), were the people who let the 
Ghilzyes into the 36th's camp ; they were part- 
ly of the same tribe, and while the rest were 
fighting, th^se ever-ready gentlemen did a little 
work of their own, cutting down surwans and 
hamstringing camels. 

While they were thus employed Capt. Wynd- 
ham came up with a company of the 95th, and 
fired into the midst, putting them to rout. Col 
Monteath turned these people out of his camp 
as unsafe to be trusted ; the envoy has ordered 
them to be sent back to Cabul, and to bd kindly 
treated, and will not believe them to be in fault. 
The Hazir Bash, as their name imports, are 
" aye ready for the field," but 1 fear that just 
now, 

" At a word it may be understood, 
They are ready for evil and not fat good," 

like Walter Scott's goblin page. 

20/A.--Lieut. Jenkins's body was brought to 
Capt. Sturt's house ; he died just after he was 
placed in the dhooiey, and was thus saved the 
additional pain of the journey. 

2 iti. — Lieut. Jenkins's funeral took place. As 
the 85th lost ninety camels, and fifty more were 
sent in With the sick and wounded, the force is 
detained until more camels can reach them from 
Cabul. 

23(^.— Much firing has been heard, and great 
anxiety prevails. All the forts about Cabul are 
empty, and the Juwans have gone (it is said) to 
aid in the fight against us at T^zeen : Sale writes 
that the report is, that the people at Tezeen say 
they are unable to cope with us in battle, but 
that they intend to plunder and annoy the force 
on its way down. 

24/A. — Sturt sent me a note before I was 
dressed this morning to inform me, that at Te- 
zeen one small fort had been evacuated, and 
that Lieut. £. King, of the 13th light infantry, 
was killed. In the course of the morning I 
heard that the 13th, having expended their am- 
munition, were obliged to retreat; that poor 
King, being the last man to do so, was shot dead 
on the spot. The men could not stop to take up 
his body then, but they returned shortly after, 
and obtained it before the enemy had time to do 
more than take off his jacket. He was a gal- 
lant, high-spirited young man, universally be- 
loved, and consequently is mudi lamented. He 
was interred under a tent at night, lest the Afif- 
ghans should recognise the grave and disinter 
the body. We afterward were informed that 
the attack was made on the rear guard before 
they quitted their ground ; that the en^ny cat 
in, in rear of the baggage, took ninety camels, 
with all the treasure of the 13th, a large quan- 
tity of ammunition and other stores. 

Gen. Elphinstone told me that Sale had been 
very imprudent in using his leg, and had conse- 
qontly been sufiTering a great deal of pain, but 
that the remedies ap^ied bad given him relief; 
he expressed great regret that he had not com- 
municated any infonnation to me, taking it for 
granted that the envoy had done so, if I had not 
a letter from Sale himself; but he was wound- 
ed, and with plenty of military occupation, could 
not always find time to wite me many particu- 
lars, as he had to send his despatches off as 
quickly as possible to the general 



A letter from a friend with the force that was 
sent from Kandahar mentions, that the force 
had arrived at the extreme point of their tour 
(Dahwarah) on the 15th of October, and that 
they were to set 'out on their retnm the follow- 
ing day. Captain Leeson, of the S2d, in tempo- 
rary command of the Shah's 1st cavaliy regi- 
ment, was to march twenty-five miles, and over 
a pass (the Kotiila Meercha), to be out of the 
way of the others, on account of the scarcity 
of water. The troops had not had anything to 
do, nor was there even a chance of their having 
a foe to contend with, for the people of that part 
of the country got such a lesson in the fight of 
Secanderabad, that the ^shiefs could not have 
cdlected 200 men ; the forts were mere shelis, 
their walls of no thickness. 

The fort against which the eighteen-ponnder 
guns were sent out, has been an utter ruin for 
years, not only indefensible, but uninhabitable. 
The troops have been terribly distressed bring- 
ing the guns over and through the passes, which 
are more difficult than can be imagined by those 
that have not seen them ; the last, the Dana 
Thunghee, is described as resembling what the 
Khyber would be about Ali Musjid, if it had a 
deep and very rapid river flowing through it, 
the said river having to be crossed thuteen 
times. 

The Kotiila Taj-i (crown of the mountains) 
is very steep, and as nearly impracticable as it 
can be, without being actually so. To avoid 
these passes, the troops are to go through the 
Kotiila Murdee (dead men's pass), which Capt. 
Leeson reports, from what he has seen of it, as 
practicable, but difiScult. He writes to me that 
it will take a great deal of labour to get the 
guns over it. From thence they steer for Kur- 
toot (the donkey's mulberry), but it was not 
known whether the route by that place was 
practicable ; if not, they most face the Kotiila 
Taj-i, bad as it is. Msgor Rawlinson, the polit- 
ical agent, had obtained the blessings of the 
force for leading them such a wild-goose chase ; 
he seems to ^ve received information that 
Akram Khan had a fort there, but not to have 
known what that fort was like. It is a pt^ 
the army y^eie harassed unnecessarUy ; hot in 
Major's R.'s defence it is but justice to say, that 
information is difilcult to procure and that it all 
comes from our enemies. 

fl5ih. — I received a letter from Sale, in which 
he informs me, that the conduct of the troops 
employed in the afi[hir at Tezeen was good be- 
yond all praise ; but, concluding that I had heard 
all the particulars, he did not enter into detaiL 
He wrote roe that he was to halt that day (the 
24th), as Macgregor was in treaty with the 
chiefs, who, he says, are willing to refrain firom 
all farther opposition, and say that they are con- 
vinced they have no chance against us. Sturt 
has seen a letter from Lieut. Cunningham, of 
the Shah's sappers and miners, by which it ap- 
pears, that no enemy showing themselves, Capt. 
Paton, Qr.-Mr. genl., was on the point of pitch- 
ing the camp, when soipe of the advance guard 
were fired on, upon which two companies were 
sent firom each corps, with the sappers, who all 
behaved gallantly ; they went up the hills, and 
down again, chased the enemy into then: fort, 
and the sap|>ers, commanded by Capt. Broad- 
foot, drove them through it, and followed them 
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through the wicket they escaped by. The 13th 
having expended their ammunition, were obli- 
ged to retreat, and it was then that Lieut. E. 
King fell. 

Lady Macnaghten called on me, and told me 
that Captain A&cgregor, Political Agent, wrote 
that the chiefs received him with great polite- 
ness, and were pleased at the confidence repo- 
sed in them by his going to meet them attended 
only by one suwar. They appeared to be unan- 
imous, and many in number, mustering 700 fol- 
lowers, who were daily increasing. They agreed 
to all the conditions but one ; whatever that is, 
it appears to be the main point to be conceded, 
and we suppose that it relates to the 40,000 ru- 
pees. One day has been allowed to tl^e chiefs 
to deliberate. The Envoy was some time since 
warned by three Affghans not to ride so early 
in the morning or so late in the evening as was 
his wont ; but, whether from policy or natural 
fearlessness, he has not attended to their ad- 
vice. The Akhoonzadah has also told him that 
three men have sworn on the Koran to take his 
life. The people of Tagow and Lughman are 
leagued with those of T^zeen. Capt. Macgregor 
writes that a great quantity of ammunition was 
left on the road for want of camels to carry it 
on, which must have proved a great prize to the 
enemy, who were much in want of it. 

26M. — There being a report that all was 
peaceably settled at Tezeen, I became very 
anxious for intelligence. Two letters were 
brought to me, but, alas ! neither of them was 
to my address ; one being from Capt. Havelock 
to Geiu Elphinstone, the other from Capt. Paton 
to Major Thain. After giving them a reason- 
able time to ruminate over their news, I wrote 
to Major Thain, requesting him to give me any 
information in his power, and informing him 
that I had no letter. I got the provoking reply 
that the Sahib was gone out Some time after- 
ward Major Thain called. He owned he was 
puzzled as to what was going on, but hoped 
that affairs would remain quiet until we got out 
of the country. He said it was the present in- 
tention that the sick should move out on Satur- 
day next, and the Envoy and the GeneraJ should 
leave Cabul on Monday the 1st. Shortly after 
he left me, he sent me the two letters to read ; 
he had expressed his surprise that they had not 
arrived sooner, both being dated the 24th ; and 
my letter of the same date from Sale had arri- 
ved the day before ! Capt. Havelock mentions 
that all is settled and hostages given ; but re- 
marks that, since the pacification, the camels 
have been fired on, as also our outposts ; but 
says, the one may be attributable to the arrival 
of a chief who was in ignorance of the treaty, 
and the other, to their people not being well in 
hand ; a pretty-sounding phrase ! but are we to 
understand that our men are so well in hand as 
not to resent iti Capt. Paton writes mysteri- 
ously, that he has much to communicate, " bet- 
ter spoken than written,'' and says the enemy 
have consented regarding the obnoxious chief 
(some person who they did not wish should par- 
ticipate in the benefits of the treaty). He adds 
that a force to be of any use in that country 
must not be hampered with camels, tents, or 
baggage, and that the ammunition should be 
earned only on mules or yahoos. If all remain- 
ed quiet, Paton and Havelock were to return, 



and the force to go on to Kutta Lung. Patou 
hints that something had gone wrong which 
would not have done so, had Gen. Sale not been 
confined to his dhooley. Thain tells me that 
there is no mention in Sale's despatch of the 
gallant conduct of the sappers and miners, as 
related by Cunningham ; he, being wounded, 
probably did not observe all that passed, and 
did not have the circumstances brought to his 
notice in time to write them ; but, had he done 
so, it would have been very immaterial, for, ex- 
cepting from private letters, no intelligence 
transpires. 

Last year, when Sir WiUoughby Cotton com- 
manded, and during the disturbances in the Ko- 
histan, every despatch from Sale, who com- 
manded the troopis there, was promulgated in 
orders, and the present system of keeping in- 
formation close is disgusting ; there can be no 
secrets regarding what passes in action in the 
field. The general impression is that the Envoy 
is trying to deceive himself into an assurance 
that the country is in a quiescent state. He 
has a difficult part to play, without sufficient 
moral courage to stem the current singly. About 
two months since Sir William wrote to Lord 
Auckland, explaining to him the present state 
of Affghanistan, and requesting that five addi- 
tional regiments should be seih to this country, 
two of them to be European. To these state- 
ments a written war succeeded, between the 
Envoy and the Supreme Gkrvernment of Beng^. 
letter after letter came, calling for retrench- 
ment. Sir William had been appointed from 
home Governor of Bombay, and was particular- 
ly chosen for the office from his being a moder- 
ator, and a man unlikely to push any violent 
measures ; he hoped affairs might take a turn 
for the better, and was evidently anxious to 
leave Cabul and assume his new appointment. 
In an evil hour he acceded to the entreaties of 
Sir Alexander Bumes (who appears to have 
been blinded on the subject), and wrote to Lord 
Auckland to nulhfy his former request for addi- 
tional troops, and to say tiiat part of those now 
in the country might be withdrawn. The 1st 
brigade, under Sale, was accordingly ordered to 
be in readiness to move down ; and it was gen- 
erally understood that all would be withdrawn 
as soon as the Shah had raised five more regi- 
ments of his own. The letter of recall, as we 
may term Sir William's, was sent off only two 
days before the breaking out of the Zoormut 
affair. 

Great stress has been laid upon the chiefs 
having given us hostages, but this is no certain 
proof of their sincerity; we have been long 
enough among them, for them to know the Brit- 
ish character ; they also know that the Boat's 
family were safely and honourably treated under 
our protection, while he and his son were in 
arms against us, and tiiey naturally consider 
their safety as a proof of that of any hostages 
they leave with us. 

The dAks, which have not arrived since the 
2d (nor have been despatched since the 4th). are 
confidently asserted to be now on their way, and 
are expected in to-morrow at the farthest. No 
one appears to have been made acquainted with 
the terms of the treaty, which have been kept 
close by the Envoy, who, however, observed that. 
Macgregor had given them better terms than he. 
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himself would have done. They are to get the 
40,000 rupees the quarrel began about, and they 
promise to return us any property they can find 
of ours : so that wo leave off where we set out, 
barring our killed and wounded, expense, loss 
of ammunition and baggage, and annoyance of 
the detention, if not loss, of our dAks, bhanghys, 

4&C. 

27th. — I hear that Macgregor writes to the En- 
voy that the country about Tezeen never was 
in so tranquil a state as it is at present ! Now, 
with a little variation in the wording, he might 
have cautiously written to the Envoy, so as to 
he understood by him alone, and have intimated 
that the country was now as quiet as it ever 
was ; which, to those who know the wild tribes 
thereabout located, indicates anything but a 
fitate of pacification. 

The sick are again ordered to be off to-mor- 
xow, with a wing of the 64th, to Tezeen, where 
the 37th awaits their arrival ; and at present it 
is supposed that the. Envoy and General will fol- 
low on the 1st. 

28M. — Sale has written me that he arrived at 
Seh Baba on the 26th at 1 P.M. ; that the rear- 
ward was fired on a mile from camp, and three 
men wounded. They were in a snug post for 
the night. His leg was doing well, and all in- 
flammation had subsided. They had grain and 
bhoosa in plenty. Captain Grant tells me that 
a chief goes on daily in advance, to keep the 
country quiet, and bring in grain. 

29/A. — We hear that since the force left 
Khoord Cabul, they have never pitched a tent. 
The rear-guard has been attacked daily, and the 
bivouac fired on every night. The camels are 
dying forty of a night from cold and starvation. 
Lieut. Jennings (i3th) has been wounded se- 
verely in the arm, the bone broken, and the 
ball went through into his side. Lieut. Rattray 
(13th) wounded, and a sergeant killed and 3 men 
wounded ; 4 or 6 Sipahees* of the 35th wounded. 

30M. — A small dik has come in for the Envoy 
and General only, and that only newspapers ; the 
Envoy sent orders to have the d&k sent by a pri- 
vate path, which succeeded. 

It seems that the terms made with the chiefs 
of Tezeen were, the remission of the money 
which gave rise to the dispute. They were re- 
quired to call out the Ooloosy which they repre- 
.sented would be attended with considerable ex- 
pense, so they received 10,000 rupees to enable 
them to do so, when they pocketed the money, 
but omitted calling out the militia ! Macgregor 
writes that he suspects the chiefs are at the bot- 
tom of all the plundering and attacks on our 
force, though they profess to have nothing to do 
with it, and that the depredators are the robber- 
tribes. 

Last night, as the cavalry videttes went their 
rounds of Siah Sung, a t)arty of men rushed out 
of a cave and fired at them ; some were taken 
prisoners ; part of them were Affghans, but four 
were Hindpstanees, and one of them was a 
Obuprassy of Capt. Bygrave, who endeavoured 
to excuse himself by saying, he fired at the par- 
ty supposing them to be Affghans, but could give 
no reason for being there himself 

Mr. Melville was attacked last evening, but set 
spars to his horse and galloped off, on which the 
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Affghans set up a shout ; this is the fourth at- 
tempt on the part of the Affghans to assassinate 
British ofiicers within a short time. I before 
mentioned Mr. Mayne's escape ; Dr. Metcalfe 
was also nearly cut down ; and Lieut. Waller, 
of the Artillery, was wounded on the head while 
riding close to the Siah Sung camp. 

31*/.— The invalids, whose march had been 
countermanded, are again under orders to go 
out to Siah Sung on Tuesday, to be in readiness 
to march on Wednesday the 3d of next month. 
When the barracks for the men and the ofiicers* 
quarters were erected in the Cabul cantonment, 
a committee assembled to value them and fix 
the house rent, both for them and for the two 
houses to be occupied by the commander of the 
forces and the second in command. It was fix- 
ed at ten per cent, on the actual outlay as spe- 
cified by the engineers' department. We paid 
ours monthly, as did the 13th, through the reg- 
imental paymaster. The 35th also paid their 
rent monthly. There was some dispute regard- 
ing it with some others, in consequence of the 
rooms not being all quite finished ; but as Gap- 
tain Sturt was not ordered to collect the mon- 
ey, but only to pay over whatever he received, 
the business remained in abeyance. An inquiry 
is now making about the house rent that has 
not been paid by the ofiicers who have gone 
away, so I feel quite delighted that Sale and I 
are out of the scrape. Brigadiei: Shelton has 
written oflficially to the general, to say that it 
is very hard that he is kept at Siah Sang, when 
there is a good house in cantonments to which 
he has a right, and applies ofiicially to the gen- 
eral to give him up either his own house or oars. 
Now, as long as Brigadier Shelton's duty keeps 
him at Siah Sung, he has no business in canton- 
ments. This is Sunday : both the general and I 
expect to march on Wednesday, so, par complai- 
sance, we neither of us expected to be turned 
out ; however, if we do not go, we both intend 
vacating our habitations, when our house will 
be made over to Captain Sturt, to undergo re- 
pairs, so as to be ready for the reception of the 
next commander of the forces. General Nott 
has been written to, to come up immediately, 
and General Eiphinstone is to give up the com- 
mand to him from the 1st of November. The 
reason that our house is in future to be appro- 
priated by the chief arises from its being the 
best and most commodious. Sir Willoughby 
Cotton gave his plan, and Sale his, when the 
houses were built ; and Sir Willoughby living 
en gar^on, had omitted many little comforts that 
we had considered indispensable. Added to 
which. Sale had a shoke for gardening, and had 
an excellent kitchen-garden ; while I cultiva- 
ted flowers that were the admiration of the Aff- 
ghan gentlemen who came to see us. My sweet 
peas and geraniums were much admired, but 
they were all eager to obtain the seed of the ed- 
ible pea, which flourished well ; and by being 
sown as soon as the frost was over we had plen- 
ty of succession crops, and we still have peas 
growing which we hope, if not cut off by frost, 
will give a crop next month. 

The potatoes thrive well, and will be a very 
valuable addition to the cuisine. The cauliflow- 
ers, artichokes, and turnip radishes are very fine, 
and peculiarly mild in their flavour ; they are 
aU from seed we brought with us from our gar- 
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den at Kernaul. The Cabul lettuces are hairy, 
^nd inferior to those cultivated by us ; but the 
Cabul cabbages are superior, being milder, and 
the red cabbage from English seed grows well. 
Regarding the fruits of Affghanistan, I should 
-not be believed were I to state the truth. Se- 
lected grapes off a bunch of those in the Kohis- 
tan have been known to weigh 200 grains ; the 
largest I ever weighed myself was 127 grains. 
It was the kind denominated the Bull's Eye by 
-the English ; I believe the natives call it the 
Hoosseinee-Angoor ; its form is nearly round, 
and the taste very luscious ; it is of a kind not 
generally purchasable. At Kardunah they grow 
in great perfection. Those I ate were sent as 
a present from a native gentleman to Captain 
"ISturt, as were also some very delicious pears 
-from Turkistan. The largest peaches I have 
-myself weighed turned the scale at fifteen ru- 
pees, and were fully equal in juiciness and fla- 
"vour to those of the English hothouse. The 
■finest sort are in the Kohistan, but are so deli- 
xjate they will not b.ear carriage to Cabul. I 
have been assured by my friends who have been 
>there in the peach season that the best fruit of 
rthe kind at my table was quite inferior to those 
above mentioned. The Orleans blue plum is 
•«xceUent. There is a g^een one resembling 
in appearance a green gage, but very tasteless, 
"^ere are also many other kinds, with a great 
variety of melons. Water, Musk, and Sarda, 
which is accounted the best. 

'It is reported that Sale's brigade are very badly 
•off for carriage and provisions, and we have here 
no camels to send to them. The 37th N. I. and 
the Shah's sappers and miners are ordered back 
to the Huft KotuI, to await the arrival of the 
•invalids at that place. It is now said that, from 
'the difficulty experienced in procuring carriage, 
the sick and wounded must be left here. 

In the evening we heard that the envoy had 
"received a hurried note from Captain Macgregor, 
*hy which it appears that between Jugdaluk and 
Soorkhab the troops were attacked by about 
400 men ; that ours were unable to force the 
'hills. The enemy left the pass open, by which 
the brigade proceeded ; but they came down in 
•force on the rear-guard, who are stated to have 
Vl)een panic-struck. Our loss is stated at ninety 
: killed and wounded. Capt. Wyndham of the 
?35th killed, and Lieut. Coombes severely wound- 
ed ; Lieuts. Rattray and Halcombe of the 13th 
' Light Infantry wounded. There has been great 
loss of baggage and camels ; seventy of the 
•>^latter carried off, which were returned to us on 
; paying ten rupees each for the Hindostanees, 
. and twenty each for the Affghan animals. This 
'is instituting a premium for plunder, but it was 
caused by dire necessity. 

There were no despatches for the general, nor 
'letters for me, but we hope to receive farther ac- 
^CQunts to-morrow. 

1*^ November. — ^No letters from camp, which 
has caused both surprise and anxiety. 

2(i. — Last night a party of Kohistanees enter- 

•'Cdthe city ; a large body of horsemen were also 

seen proceeding towards the city from the road 

that leads by the shah's camp behind Siah Sung. 

This morning, early, all was in commotion in 
.'-Cabul ; the shops were plundered, and the peo- 
ple were all fighting. 

Our Affghan servant, Mohammed Ala, who 



used to sleep in the city, when he passed out to 
come to my house in the morning, was threaten- 
ed, and reviled as the chuprassy of the Fering- 
hee general, who, they asserted, had been beaten 
at Tezeen, and that all his troops had run away, 
and he with them ! 

The shah resides in the Bala Hissar, and his 
guns from that fortress were constantly firing ; 
the Affghans in the city were doing the same 
from six in the morning. Captain Sturt hearing 
that Captain Johnson's (paymaster to the shah's 
force) house and treasury in the city were at- 
tacked, as also Sir Alexander Burnes's, went to 
General Elphinstone, who sent him with an im- 
portant message, first to Brigadier Shelton at 
Siah Sung, and afterward to the king to con- 
cert with him ineasures for the defence of that 
fortress. Just as he entered the precincts of the 
palace, he was stabbed in three places by a 
young man well dressed, who escaped into a 
building close by, where he was protected by 
the gates being shut. Fortunately for my son- 
in-law, Captain Lawrence had been sent to the 
king by the envoy, and he kindly procured a 
palkee, and sent Sturt home with a strong guard 
of fifty lancers ; but they were obliged to make 
a long detour by Siah Sung. In the mean time, 
Lawrence came to tell me all that had passed, 
and to break the bad news to my daughter, Mrs. 
Sturt. 

Lawrence (military secretary to the envoy) 
had had a very narrow escape himself. An 
Affghan, grinding his teeth, and grinning with 
rage and hatred of the Feringhees, aimed a blow 
at him with a sword, which Lawrence parried, 
and putting spurs to his horse he escaped : one 
of his suwars received a cut in the leg, which 
was revenged by another horseman shooting the 
fellow. 

It was Lawrence who came to tell me of 
Sale's wound ; he is always kind and friendly, 
though he has now been twice the herald of ill 
news. It struck me as probable that the suwars 
would take Sturt to his own house ; and as he 
and my daughter were staying with roe, there 
would not even be a bed to place him on there. 
I therefore determined not to lose time by wait- 
ing till the bearers could get my palkee r6ady, 
but took my chuttah and walked off as fast as I 
could towards Sturt's house. I fortunately met 
Major Thain (aid- de-camp to General Elphin- 
stone), for I soon saw a crowd of about fifty 
suwars in his compound. Thain ran on, and 
told the bearers to bring him on to my house. 
I cannot describe how shocked I felt when I 
saw poor Sturt ; fbr Lawrence, fearing to alarm 
us, had said he was only slightly wounded. He 
had been stabbed deeply in the shoulder and 
side, and on the face (the latter wound striking 
on the bone, just missed the temple) : he was 
covered with blood issuing from His mouth, and 
was unable to articulate. From the wounds in 
the face and shoulder, the nerves were affected ; 
the mouth would not open, the tongue was swol- 
len and paralyzed, and he was ghastly and faint 
from loss of blood. He could not lie down, from 
the blood choking him, and had to sit up in the 
palkee as best he might, without a pillow to lean 
against. With some difficulty and great pain he 
was supported up stairs, and laid on his bed, 
when Dr. Harcourt dressed his wounds, which 
having been inflicted about ten o'clock, now at 



LADY SALE'S JOURNAL. 



one were cold and stiff with clotted blood. The 
tongue was paralyzed, and the nerves of the 
throat affected, so that he could neither swallow 
nor articulate; and the choking sensation of 
the blood in his throat was most painful to wit- 
ness. He was better towards CTening; and by his 
wife's unremitting attention in assisting him to 
get rid of the clotted blood from his mouth by 
incessant applications of warm wet cloths, he 
was by eleven at night able to utter a tolerably 
articulate sound. With what joy did we hear 
him faintly utter bet-Ur ; and he really seemed 
to enjoy a teaspoonful of water, which we got 
into his mouth by a drop or two at a time, pain- 
ful as it was to him to swallow it. 

It was most gratifying to see the attention 
and kind feeling manifested on Ihe occasion by 
the sergeants of the engineer department, and 
their anxiety (particularly Sergeant Deane's) to 
make themselves useAil to Sturt. 

Capt. Warburton, Capt. Johnson, and Capt. 
Troup were all fortunately in cantonments ; for 
their houses in the city were plundered and 
burned. At Johnson's (the King's treasury) the 
guard of forty men was massacred, as also all 
his servants but one, who luckily was not at 
home. The insurgents looted a lakh and 70,000 
rupees of public property, and Johnson lost above 
10,000 rupees of his oWn property. 

There were of course various reports. We 
first heard that, on the affair breaking out, Sir 
A. Burnes went over to the Wuzeer's to ascer- 
tain what could be done ; and that he was safe 
there, excepting having been shot in the leg. 
The King, from the Bala Hissar, sent intelli- 
gence to the Envoy *' that Burnes was all right ;" 
but a few hours afterward the King acknowl- 
edged that he did not know anything of him, 
neither did the Envoy at seven in the evening, 
when Capt. Lawrence and Capt. John Conolly 
came to inquire after Stuart's health. Our only 
hopes of Burnes' safety rest on the possibility of 
his having obtained refuge in some harem. His 
brother's fate is as yet unknown. Capt. Broad- 
foot was shot in the breast, and killed. He was 
breakfasting with the two Burnes's : before he 
fell he had killed six men with his own hand. 
Capt. Drummond is protected by Osmar Khan, 
Kariez-i-Umeer, chief of a domain, the first stage 
from Cabul towards the Kohistan. Capt. Mac- 
kenzie, political assistant to Capt. Mackeson at 
Peshawer, came up to Cabul some time since ; 
and when Lieut. Milne (in the Commissariat) 
was sent to Khelat-i-Gilzie, Mackenzie took his 
place in the Shah's commissariat. He was lo- 
cated in a fort divided into two by the range of 
Commissariat Godowns— one side inhabited by 
Brig. Anquetil, commanding the Shah's forces, 
the other by Mackenzie, who (the brigadier be- 
ing in cantonments) held out in both, with some 
sappers and miners, a few of the Shah*s 6th 
Jlegt., and 130 Juzailchees : the latter are good 
men, and mostly Usufzyes. In this fort were 
stored 8000 maunds of ottah and wheat. Capt. 
Trevor hopes to defend his tower as long as it is 
not fired. Another report states that Trevor, 
his wife, and one child, have escaped, while his 
six other children have been murdered. Anoth- 
er, that he has escaped, but that his wife and 
seven children are all murdered. 

The Kuzzilbash quarter of the city is said to 
be all quiet. Naib Shureefs sou has been killed 



in some of the scufiSies in the city. Abdoollah> 
Khan, Amenoollah Khan, and a few other Doo- 
ranee chiefs, are said to be the instigators of the 
insurrection. 

The King (who resides in the Baia Hissar)^ 
says if the rebellion is not all over to-morrow 
morning, he will bum the city — by no means an 
easy task: the houses are all fiat-roofed and 
mud-roofed. It is true Cabul has been burned 
three times before, and therefore, what has been 
may occur again. By throwing shells into the 
houses you may fire them ; and the individual 
house fired, being ceiled with wood, blazes 
fiercely until the roof falls in, and the mud and 
dust smother the fire without danger to the ad- 
jacent buildings. The King has also declared 
that if the Meer Akor (who protected the man. 
that stabbed Sturt) does not give the assassia 
up, he will hang the Meer Akor himself. It ap- 
pears a very strange circumstance that troops 
were not immediately sent into the city to quell 
the affair in the coomienccment ; but we seem 
to sit quietly with our hands folded, and look on. 
On the breaking out of the insurrection the King: 
sent Campbell's Hindostanee regiment into the 
city, with some guns, who maintained an ardu- 
ous conflict for some time against the rebels ; 
but being wholly unsupported, were obliged 
eventually to give way, when the greater part 
of them were cut to pieces, and several of their 
guns were captured. 

The state of supineness and fancied security 
of those in power in cantonments is the result 
of deference to the opinions of Lord Auckland, 
whose sovereign will and pleasure it is that 
tranquillity do reign in Affghanistan ; in fact, it 
is reported at Government House, Calcutta, that 
the lawless Affghans are as peaceable as Lon- 
don citizens ; and this being decided by the pow- 
ers that be, why should we be on the alert 1 

Most dutifully do we appear to shut our eyes 
on our probable fate. The Shah is, however, to 
be protected, whatever may be the fate of the 
English in the city ; and Brig. Shelton is sent 
with the Shah's 6tb, some of the 44th Queen's, . 
and three horse artiUeiy guns, under Capt. Nich- 
oU, to the Bala Hissar. The king, as he well 
may be, is in great consternation. At about 9^^ 
A.M. Capt. Sturt arrived, at Siah Sung from the 
cantbnmentSr bearing orders from Major-Gen. 
Elphinstone for the 54th N. I., Capt. Nicholl's 
three horse artillery guns, and a company of the 
44th, accompanied by ihe Shah's 6th regiment, 
to hold themselves in readiness to march at a 
moment's notice to the Bala Hissar. As they 
had all been on the qui vive since daybreak, they 
were ready in an instant, and eagerly expecting , 
orders to march, when a note from Capt. Law- 
rence (the envoy's military and private secreta- 
ry), dated Bala Hissar, 10 A.M., telling them, . 
" Stay where you are— all is quiet — ^^ou need not 
come." This caused great surprise, as the 
firing was brisk in the city. After waiting an- 
other hour under arms, the brigadier ordered 
Stun to go in and see what was going on : this 
he gladly did, and. accompanied by eight suwars- 
of the Shah's 2d cavalry, went to the Bala His- 
sar. In half an hour a suwar returned, sayings 
he had been badly wounded entering the palace 
gates, and bearing an order for an immediate 
advance of the troops. "Forward," was the 
word ; and, anticipating an attack on the city,^ 
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the troops gladly set out, and arrived unoppoi^ed 
in presence of the king, when, to their sorrow, 
instead of receiving hookm to enter the city, the 
shah almost rudely inquired why they had come ! 
After standing under arms another hour, firing 
being heard towards the Sh6r Bazar, the brig- 
adier sent Lieut. Melville of the 64th to inquire 
what was going on. On going down to the gate 
towards the city, he fouiid the fugitives from 
Campbell's regiment flying in, and reporting that 
their regiment was entirely cut up : this he re- 
ported to the brigadier, who ordered him to take 
the light company down to the city gate, and 
while taking charge of that position 16 protect as 
best he could the retreating regiment. On ar- 
riving there, Lieut. Melville placed a section as 
a guard, and took the remaining three to the en- 
trance of the Shor Bazar, and formed them up 
facing the street : he had not been thefe more 
than five minutes, Wh^n he observed a disorder- 
ly rabble retreating at a quick pace towards him, 
pursued by a large body of Aflighans, while oth- 
ers from the tops and windows of' the houses 
kept up a brisk fire upon them. 

Immediately after the colours had gained the 
rear of his detachinent, Lieut. Melville retreated 
slowly, facing the enemy, towards the gate, 
pouring in volley on volley ; but, owing to the 
protection afforded the rebels by the walls, it is to 
be feared with but little effect. On reaching the 
fosse he formed his men up again, to allow the 
two guns to pass to his rear ; but the Affghans 
made a rush, and the goluhdaz of the shah took 
to a disorderly flight. As the idea of rescuing 
them with three sections was entirely out of the 
question, and the fire was becoming very hot, 
Melville sent Lieut. Macartney (of the shah's 
service), who in the mean time had come to his 
assistance, with one company of the shah's 6th 
to man the walls over where the guns were left, 
and prevent the eiiemy carrying them off : this 
being done, Melville got a few of the golundaz 
to go back and spike one of the guns, after 
which he retired inside, having lost one subadar 
and three men wounded, and one man killed. 
On arrivmg inside he placed the men on the 
ramparts ; and being accidentally bayoneted in 
the thigh, he was released from duty, making 
over charge of the men to Macartney. 

It being found impracticable to bring in the 
guns, from the carriages being broken, the Eu- 
ropean horse artillery, who had been sent out 
for that purpose, came back; and some guns 
having in the mean time been mounted on the 
wall and brought to bear on them, they were so 
broken by the shot as to be perfectly useless : 
and it may here be remarked, that to the day 
the troops left the Bala Hissar, notwithstanding 
frequent attempts were made by the enemy, 
they never succeeded in gaining possession of 
them. 

The King, who had been in a great state of 
excitement during the day, on hearing of the 
loss of his guns, and that 200 of Campbell's 
regiment had been killed or wounded, was ex- 
cessively agitated; the more so that, immedi- 
ately on the rebellion breaking out, almost all 
the Pesh Khedmuts and Shah Guzees had de- 
serted him. He ordered a dinner for the ofllcers 
in the evening; as, to their extreme disgust, 
they were obliged to stay the night in the fort, 
neither men nor ofllcers having an article of any 
B 



sort or kind besides what they wore. The 5tb. 
cavalry, who had accompanied the detachment 
to the Bala Hi&sar, had, after taking all the bag- 
gage from Siah Sung to cantoninents, remained 
in the latter place. 

The King, sitting with the British oiBcers 
around him, was anxious to obtain their advice 
in the prei^nt crisis, and particularly asked that 

of ; whose conduct was represented on 

the emergency as pitiful and childish in th& 
extreme, not having a word to say, nor an opin- 
ion to offer. 

In cantonments all was confusion and indeci- 
sion. The Envoy mounted his horse and rode 
to the gateway, and then rode back again — the 
best thing he could do ; for had the Affghans 
either killed him or taken him prisoner, it would 
have given them a decided advantage on their 
part. Sir William and Lady Macnaghten had 
vacated the residency before 11 o'clock, A.M., 
and camie into cantonments ; a circumstance 
Which no doubt was soon known to the insur- 
gents, and must have given them an idea that 
we greatly dreaded an attack from them, which 
was threatened at. night. The guns were placed 
in battery, and the walls manned with double 
sentries. The Kohistanees are reported to have 
500 men assembled at Deh Hadji in the Kohis- 
tan. The villages about the Lake are all in a 
state of insurrection. The whole force from the 
Siah Sung cantonments are come in : the Shah's ^ 
6th, the 6th cavalry, Anderson's horse, and Skin- 
ner's are in the Mission Compounds ; the escort 
in cantonment. Lawrence has kindly promised 
in case of an attack to come over to lis ; but we 
are so anxious about Sturt that we do not think, 
much of danger. 

Two Sipahees were cut down near the gate 
of Commissariat Fort to-day ; another was killr 
ed who only attempted to cross the road. We 
have good news to-day from Sade at Gundamuk, . 
dated the 1st. They were all quite well, ancT 
supplied with all that they required. Bukhtar 
Khan, the new governor there, had sent 500 of 
his tribe to Jugdaliik ; 250 of Ferris's corps and 
300 of Bums'sKhy berries were to follow quickly, 
to secure the passes, and open the road to Seh . 
Baba. The Taffow chief who attacked Sale's 
force on the road is said to have withdrawn his ^ 
men ; and now that all seems clear for our 
march down, this insurrection has risen up here. 
It was only two days ago Lady Macnaghten told . 
Mrs. Sturt that the country was all quiet, except 
the little outbreak near T^zeen ! 

Zd. — At three in the morning the drums iuv 
cantonments beat to arms, in consequence of a 
large body of men coming over the Siah Sung 
hill ; they proved to be the 37th from Khoord 
Cabul, who, about half past 2 P.M., yesterday, 
received an order to march on its receipt to- 
Cabul. I'oshteens arrived about an hour after- 
ward in safety, with no other guard than a couple 
of suwars ; however, before the regiment was 
ready to move <^ its ground, the Ghilzyes had 
taken possession of the mouth of the pass, and 
were with some difficulty dislodged by two com- 
panies of the 37th, and two guns of the Shah's 
mountain train ; the latter under Lieut. Green. 
The order received by Major GriflSths to march, 
the detachment under his command on receipt 
o( the order was accompanied by a note frook: 
Capt. Paton, Assistant Quartermaster-General, 
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telling Major G. that all Cabul was in insurrec* 
tion, &c. The Laird of Pugbman (who had 
held the pass from the time Sale left Bhood- 
khak), with all his followers, joined our force as 
soon as they reached his post, and marched into 
Cabul with them. The rear-guard of three com- 
panies and one Mountain T. were hard pushed, 
as they had to fight all the time the regiment 
was getting ready, and also kept up a skirmish- 
ing fight all the way in, in which all the corps 
joined; they had four men killed and thirty 
wounded. The Mountain T. gun they had in 
the rear eyentually broke down, but was brought 
into cantonments. One officer, Lieut. Gordon, 
was wounded. Notwithstanding this, they came 
in with all their baggage in as perfect order as 
if it had been a mere parade movement ; and 
great praise is due to Major Griffiths on this oc- 
casion. I observe I have mentioned the Laird 
t)f Pugbman — a sobriquet applied to a good man, 
and a true one to the Shah and us. His proper 
name was the Syud Mahomed Khan ; and for 
the good service he did in the Kohistan with 
Sale's force he obtained the honorary title of 
Jan Flshan Khan, or the nobleman who is the 
exterminator of his sovereign's enemies. It is 
a difficult sentence to render into English. 

Jan means life ; Fi$han^ heedless of the life 
^f your enemies ; Khan, a lord or nobleman. 
I am no linguist myself, but friends who under- 
stand Persian well give the above as the best 
translation. The common one is, '* The khan 
or noble who throws away his life upon his 
enemies." 

This day there was a great talk of the Kohis- 
tanees being expected to arrive to attack us. 
The double sentries are loaded to-day, as also the 
sentries placed round the ammunition and stores. 

In the evening the rebels appeared in consid- 
erable numbers near Mahommed Khan's Fort, 
and between that and the Commissariat Fort, 
situated 300 yards from cantonments. We have 
only three days' provisions in cantonments : 
jshould the Commissariat Fort be captured, we 
shall not only lose all our provisions, but our 
communication with the city will be cut off. 

This fort (an old crazy one, undermined by 
rats) contains the whole of the Bengal commis- 
sariat stores, valued at four lakhs of rupees, in- 
cluding about 12,000 maunds .of ottah, wheat, 
and barley, and all the medical stores, ^c. 

No military steps have been taken to suppress 
the insurrection, nor even to protect our only 
means of subsistence (the Godowns), in the 
event of a siege. The King, Envoy, and Gen- 
eral appear perfectly paralyzed by this sudden 
outbreak: the former is deserted by all his 
courtiers, and by even his most confidential 
servants, except the Wuzeer, who is strongly 
suspected of having instigated the conspiracy -, 
. and suspicion attaches to his Majesty again. It 
is here necessary to observe, that several 
months ago letters, calling oh all true Mussul- 
mans to rise against the Kaffirs (English unbe- 
lievers), were widely disseminated : they bore 
the King's signature ; but Sir William Macnagh- 
ten always insisted that they were forgeries of 
a very peculiar description ; that papers bearing 
Che veracious signature had had their contents 
washed out, and these seditious writings in- 
serted. The Shah of course said, ** An enemy 
lias done this ;" and, as dead men tell no tales, 



much of the obloquy was allowed to rest on 
Moollah Shekoor, who had paid the penalty of 
other state crimes. 

In Affghanistan the English act as they do in 
all other countries they visit — ^keep to them- 
selves, and even (generally) employ only ser- 
vants brought with them. The Envoy kept but 
few Affghans in his employ : he had a news re- 
porter, at 150 rupees a month, who had the 
credit of concocting splendid untruths ; an old 
moollah picked up at Kandahar, who, I believe, 
receives 200— a man greatly in Sir William's 
confidence ; there is also an old cossid. These 
people adhere to the Envoy, and flatter him into 
the belief that the tumult is bash (nothing), and 
will shortly subside. 

This day there was a grand bustle, getting 
guns into all the bastions. Capt. and Mrs. 
'JYevor, and their seven children, came into 
cantonments. Trevor's Hazir Bashes brought 
them in safe ; but they had to walk through the 
river^ and to carry the children, saving only the 
clothes they had on. As they escaped at one 
gate, their tower was taken possession of by the 
rebels from another. 

That the insurrection could have been easily 
crushed at its commencement, is evident from 
the circumstance that on the 2d of November a 
considerable number of chiefs went to Capt. 
Trevor's house to lend him assistance ; among 
them were Osman Khan, Abdool Rahim Khan, 
Khan Shireen Khan, Taj Mahommed, Gholam 
Moyenoodeen, &c. The Nawaub Zeman Khan 
sent one of his younger children to Trevor, and 
desired him to keep him as a hostage ; but find- 
ing that no assistance came from cantonments, 
Trevor declined keeping the boy, and, accom- 
panied by some of the above-mentioned persons 
and their followers, he made his way into can- 
tonments on the 3d. 

It is farther worthy of remark, that Taj Ma- 
hommed Khan went to Sir Alexander Burnes 
the very day before the insurrection broke out, 
and told him what was going on. Burnes, in- 
credulous, heaped, abuse on this gentleman's 
head; and the oiily reply he gave him was, 
" Shuma beseeah shytan ust !" on which Tag 
Mahommed left him. This anecdote was told 
us by himself. 

Two of the Shah's mountain train guns, under 
Lieut. Green, and 400 of the 54th N. I., were 
sent, escorted by cavalry, to take ammunition 
and carcases to the Bala Hissar, as also bedding 
for the men. 

There is a report that the city is about to be 
fired. 

A large party bearing the religious flag (green) 
came towards the rear gate : they fought with 
much jee ; but one of our guns played on them, 
and then the cavalry dashed out and cut them 
up. Lieut. Le Geyt, of the Shah's service, with 
a small party of Anderson's horse, feigned to 
fly, and drew a party after them, on whom they 
turned and dealt destruction. 

At the Balar Hissar the troops were allotted 
to their different stations ; though, in conse- 
quence of a great portion of the 54th N. I. being 
in cantonments, as yet no permanent division of 
the troops could take place. 

One of the most important posts was the 
tower on the summit of the hill, which was held 
by 100 men of the 54th, the same number of 
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the King's Juzailchees, one gun of the mountain 
train, with two officers. The centre post, be- 
ing a commanding position over the town, was 
occupied by four companies of the Shah's 6th, 
two of Nicholl's H. A. guns, and some large 
guns of the King's. The rest of the troops were 
scattered in different parts of the fort, two com- 
panies being at each of the gates. 

During this day many projects were entered 
into for the purpose of putting down the rebell- 
ion, but none were put into practice. The 
Wuzeer went into the town, accompanied by 
some troops ; but soon returned, having made 
no impression. The King wrote to Sir William 
Macnaghten, proposing that a free pardon should 
be offered to all offenders, and that all should be 
forgiven and forgotten if the leaders of the in- 
surrection would come to his durbar, and, ac- 
knowledging their faults, return to their allegi- 
ance. This, of course, was never carried into 
-execution. Five companies of the 54th, com- 
manded by Capt. Cony, accompanied by some 
<;avalry, arrived ; having lost on the way, be- 
tween cantonments and the Bala Hissar, the 
baggage and clothing of the grenadier and light 
companies, who, consequently, were exposed to 
the rigorous nights without a single article of 
clothing. Although fired on the whole way, 
they had only three men wounded. The caval- 
ry returned, but the 64th remained with the 
headquarters of their regiment. 

4th. — At two in the morning firing recom- 
;menced at the city. Khan Shireen Khan and 
.some others are conjectured to have driven the 
fighting party out of the city ; but we do not 
hear of the heads of the faction (AbdooUah 
•Khan, the proprietor of the Pisheen Valley, 
Ameenoolah Khan of Logur, and Sekunder 
Khan) being seized. The insurgents in great 
numbers took possession of Mahmood Khan's, 
fort, the Shah bagh, Mahommed Shureefs fort, 
<and the garden between the Godown fort and the 
fort called the Bazar of the European regiment. 

Our guns from the south bastion opened early, 
and played almost all day on Mahmood Khan's 
fort, and on any body of Affghans that showed 
themselves. Lieut. Warren, who held the Com- 
missariat fort with fifty men, wrote to the Gen- 
eral to say, that, unless re-enforced, he could 
not hold out; that he was surrounded by the 
enemy, who he feared were mining the walls, 
and they were preparing ladders for the esca- 
lade ; adding also that some of his men had al- 
ready left him. 

In the evening a party of cavalry and infantry 
'were sent to aid him in evacuating his position ! 
<3apt. Boyd, the Bengal Commissariat ofiicer, on 
hearing the object of this force fram Capt. Grant 
(Assist. Adjt. Gen.), proceeded in person to Gen. 
Elphinstone, accompanied by Capt. Johnson (the 
IShah's Commissariat ofllcer). They urgently 
untreated him to recall them, and, instead, to 
send such re-enforcements as were required to 
hold a position of such vital importance ; point- 
ing out the certain destruction of the whole 
*force in cantonments, in the event of the cap- 
ture of all our supplies. The general acqui- 
esced in their views, and promis^ to issue the 
orders for re-enforcements. The above detach- 
'jnent was very shortly obliged to return to can- 
lonments, having suffered most severely in men 
and horses, who were fired upon firom behind ev- 



ery face and from every loophole of Mohammed 
Shureefs fort, without their being able even to 
see an enemy. Previous to this detachment go- 
ing out, a party of Europeans, under Capt. Robin- 
son, went dovm the Kohinstan road to effect the 
same object. Capt. Robinson (H. M. 44th) be- 
ing killed, this small party was obliged to retire, 
having suffered severely. Two horse artillery 
guns occompanied the party. Lieut. Waller, 
H. A., and Lieut. Fortye, 44th, were wounded. 
The whole of this occurred within 250 paces of 
the south bastion. In the evening no re-enforce- ♦ 
ments had been sent to Warren, and the two 
heads of the commissariats, Johnson and Boyd, 
again went to the .general, to entreat he would 
not lose any more time in sending aid to that 
oflScer, and informed him there were but two 
days' provisions left in cantonments; pointed 
out the great fears entertained that we could not 
procure supplies from the surrounding country, 
with the enemy in force in the neight>ouring 
forts, and the consequent destruction of our 
force from famine, unless the Godown fort were 
taken possession of at all hazards. The general 
conceded to these opinions. As Mahommed 
Shureefs fort commanded the only gate of the 
Commissariat fort, it would be requisite first to 
take possession of that fort. The political au- 
thorities had no persons from whom they could 
obtain information ? For a reward of fifty ru- 
pees one of Johnson's servants proceeded to the 
fort, and brought back intelligence (in about half 
an hour) that he saw twenty or thirty men with 
lighted matchlocks sitting on either side of the 
wicket : he judged, from the silence that prevafl- 
ed, there were but few then within, and affirmed 
there were none on the road. Johnson subse- 
quently sent another man, who confirmed the 
reports, but did not see any lights near the 
wicket. All this was made known to Gen. El- 
phinstone, who determined on taking possession 
of the fort, and Capt. Boyd volunteered to cany 
the powder to blow in the gate. The general, 
however, afterward listened to other advice from 
other of his staff officers, who were averse to the 
proceeding, as involving too much risk ! Da- 
ring this time another letter was received from 
Lieut. Warren by the adjutant of his regiment, 
stating that unless he was immediately re-en- 
forced, he must abandon his position, as many 
of his guard had gone over the wall to canton- 
ments, by which his force was much weakened. 
Capt. Boyd and Johnson left the general about 
midnight under the impression that Mohammed 
Shureefs fort would be unmediately attacked 
and the Commissariat one re-enforced. 

A letter was written by order (by Capt. Bel- 
lew) to assure Lieut. Warren that he should re- 
ceive re-enforcements by two o'clock in the 
morning. Capt. Mackenzie held his (the king's 
Commissariat) fort until his ammunition was en- 
tirely expended, and then cut his way through 
the town ; but in so doing was wounded in three 
places. Strange to say, this officer owed his life 
to beating a woman ! He told his people to aban- 
don their property and save their lives. A wom- 
an put down her child to save her pots and pans ; 
and expostulation being of little effect, and time 
most precious, Mackenzie drew his sword to 
strike her with the flat of it, by which means he 
had it in his hand when he was attacked imme- 
diately afterward. 
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Trevor's tower lias been burned. Had re-en- 
forcements and ammunition been sent to Tre- 
vor's tower and Mackenzie's fort, they might 
have held ont forever against any force the 
rebels could have brought against them. The 
Hazir Bashes refused to stay to defend them, 
because they saw they must be sacrificed, and 
that no re-enforcements were sent. Had they 
arrived, the Kuzzilbashes would have declared 
openly in our favour, with Khan Shireen Khan 
at their head ; but unless supported by us, they 
• dreaded giving offence to the insurgents. 

Another party has been sent out with guns ; 
it is said they are to fire the city, but most like- 
ly it will be a mere demonstration. Such it has 
proved. The guns were sent to take posses- 
sion of the Lahore Gate ; they got not quite to 
Mahmood Khan's fort, and had to come back 
again. 

The enemy have now possession of the Com- 
missariat fort, the fort opposite the Bazar fort, 
or Mohammed Shureef 's, and the Shah bagh : 
the two latter posts ^pear to have been left un- 
occupied for the enemy's special advantage. 

The only mortar we have being a five and a 
half inch one, has little more effect than a pop- 
gun of large calibre. 

A gun has been sent to attempt to blow open 
the gate of the Shah bagh, which Sturt says will 
be a work of time with a gun ; and they cannot 
use a powder-bag, as the gate is not get-at-able 
for the eit>wds of people fighting all the way 
from the Bazar foit to the ^lah bagh, and 
thence to the city. 

A large party of horsemen have shown them- 
selves coming down the Siah Sung hill : the cav- 
alry are sent to look after tbm. Mahmood 
Khan's fort is occupied by the enemy, who are 
to be shelled out, it is said *, but we have been 
throwing shells into the small fort opposite the 
Bazar (Mohammed Shureef's) since 12 o'clock, 
and now at 4 they axe still at it, and seem to 
have done nothing. 

A Kulassy of Capt. Maule's has just come in 
from the Kohistan half naked : he reports, that, 
the Kohistanees are all up; that Maule and 
Wheeler were killed at' Kar Burrah, and that 
they were overpowered. 

TIris day Lieut. Gordon, the 37th, was killed ; 
Capt. Swayne, 44th, ditto ; Lieut. Walsh, of the 
8hah'B service, wounded in the thigh ; HaUa- 
han, 44th, in the shoulder; Warren, 64th, 
wounded ; Capt. Robinson and four men, 44th, 
killed, and sixteen wounded. 

The cavalry had brought in six wounded, and 
had thirty-one missing at 5 o'clock. The 6th 
cavalry went up to the gate of the Shah bagh in 
gallant style ; but it was shut too quickly for 
them to get in. Hamilton's horse shot under 
him in the ditch under the gate. 

At tea-time we had an aUrm, and very smart 
iiring like a feu de joie ; but it was a false alarm. 
I believe no enemy was seen : it occurred on 
the rampart near to Sale's bastion. 

After we had, as we thought, settled poor 
StuTt for the night, between 8 and 9 o'clock 
Capt Lawrence came to see him and ask his ad- 
vice. Sturt had wished to have communicated 
with the general on the defence of the canton- 
ments, and, in as he was, he had written a let- 
ter to him ; bat thinking that advice from so 
young an officer might not be relished, he, not- 



withstanding my remonstrances on the subject,, 
tore it up. About 10 o'clock, Lieut. Eyre, Dep- 
uty Commissary of Ordnance, and Capt. War* 
burton, the Shah's Topshee Bashee, came ; and 
as they had received information that there are 
men posted outside the gate of the captured fort,, 
with matchlocks all ready, the plan in agitation 
of blowing open the gate with a bag of powder 
would not answer ; they, therefore, with Sturt, 
decided on getting the two nine-pounders into 
the bastion, and on setting to work forthwith to 
cut the embrasures to fit them ; and. between ^^ 
and 3 o'clock in the morning was fixed upon a» 
the time to commence playing on the fort to 
breach it, and at the same time to throw in a 
proportion of sheHs to create confusion. The 
place to be taken by assault. If this does not ■ 
succeed, we shall probably have to retreat to 
Jellalabad. Sturt strongly advises the troops^ 
being all thrown into the Bala Hissar, and the 
cantonments being abandoned until we get up 
re-enforcements ; but the cry is, how can we 
abandon the cantonments that have cost us so- 
much money 1 

The enemy's force is estimated at from 150<V 
to 2000. Brig. Shelton is expected ni from the 
Bala Hissar, where they are said to be short of 
provisions. Here we got six seers of ottah for 
the rupee yesterday, but to-day none is procura- 
ble. The servants are to get half rations from 
the commissariat to-morrow. 

At the Bala Hissar two companies ! ! ! were 
warned for service under Capt. Corn, 64th, foe 
the purpose of entering the town to cause a di- 
version during the expected attack which it was- 
understood there was about to be made from 
cantonments. However, it was, as usual, only 
one of the theoretical plans so often talked of,, 
and so little practised. Conolly, Troup, and 
Hay had gone there for the purpose of assisting., 
with counsel ; but there was ** great cry and 
little wool," and nothing was done. 

The supplies are become very limited, and it 
becomes a question how the troops and Horse 
Artillery horses are to be fed : to-day there were- 
only three days' provisions left ; but, owing to^ 
the great exertions of Capt. Kirby, Acting As* 
sistant Commissary- General, a very large quan-^ 
tity was laid in. Darnel Khan and Timor Khan,, 
two Armenian merchants, being very instru- 
mental in procuring them. Immediately in the 
neighbourhood of the Bala Hissar were fields- 
of wheat stretching out for many acres ; the- 
wheat being the second crops, and some half a^. 
foot high, was found to be excellent food for 
the cattle : the groves, also, in the vicinity wer& 
all cut down for firewood, which, as long as it . 
lasted, was very liberally distributed to the 
troops by the king. 

6/A. — At five o'clock A.M., no re-enforcement 
having gone to the assistance of Lieut. Warren, 
although promised by two, that officer vacated' 
the Commissariat fort. No blame can attach to • 
him, but much to those who withheld aid. Th& 
enemy took possession, depriving us of our only 
means of subsistence. Nor was this all the 
mischief: it gave both confidence and mucl^. 
plunder to the enemy, and created sreat disgust 
among the Europeans, who lost all their rum ;. 
a worse loss was all the medical stores, sago, 
arrow-root, wine, &c., for the sick. 

The men in cantonments were employed aSBs 
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^ay, the guns and mortars throwing shot and 
shell at the Mahommed Shoreers fort ; Major 
Swayne being ordered with a very insufficient 
ioTce to attack it, only two companies with two 
Jlorse Artillery guns, under Lieut. Eyre. The 
latter were ordered to be jdaced on the Kohistan 
road, outside the gate of cantonments, and to 
keep up a heavy fire on the fort ; while Major 
•Swayne was to advance rapidly on the fort, and 
blow open the gate with a bag of powder. Lieut. 
Syre obeyed his orders; but his ammunition 
was aU expended before the arrival of Major 
4Swayne*s party, who, instead of advancing, had, 
'On a fire of matchlocks being opened from the 
fort, taken cover under some walls from the 
tlieavy fire of the enemy ; and having expended 
4ill thehr ammunition inefibotually, the whole had 
4o reiire with some loss of men and horses. 
This was the only opportunity that offered of 
retrieving our loss. The enemy were busied in 
^hundreds all day in carrying off our stores, all 
'Which we plainly saw from cantonments. The 
troops retired by order of Gen. Elphinstone, to 
my no small surprise, for the enemy had begun 
to run out fipom a broken bastion; but when 
they found our people retreating, they took cour- 
age, and no more left the fort, on which shot 
and shell kept playing all day. After stating 
this, it is unnecessary to add that Start's sug- 
.^estions had not been acted on. 

When the 44th retreated from Mahommed 
.^ureef 's fort, all were in amazement ; the 37th 
disked leave to go and take it, but were not per- 
mitted to do so. The Sipahees are grumbling 
at short allowance, and not being allowed to do 
anything. The 37th were anxious to be em- 
ployed in recovering the Commissariat fort, 
though no actual proposition to that effect was 
officially made to the general. 

On this day a report was carried to the king 
and Conoliy that the rebels had mined from the 
Shdr Bazaar to immediately under H. M.'s pal- 
ace, which said mine was to be sprung the same 
•evening. The king instantly left the palace, 
:and took up his abode at the Gate of the Haram 
Sorai, where he remained during the rest of the 
siege; and all day, seated at a window com- 
manding a fine view of cantonments, telescope 
in hand, watched anxiously the course of pass- 
ing events in that place. He was at this time 
^uite sunk into a state of despondency, and 
would gladly seize any opportunity of asking 
the opinion of any of the officers as to what was 
iikely to be the issue of the struggle. He put 
off for the time all the insignia of royalty, made 
the officers sit by him on chairs, and seemed 
4iuite gobrowed (an expressive Eastern term, to 
be rendered something between dumbfounded 
and at one's wits' end). The shah's conduct in 
the particular of the chairs is the more worthy 
of remark, as he had been in the habit of keep- 
ing the officers for hours standing with folded 
hands silently in his presence, and then ungra- 
ciously dismissing them without even a passing 
remaric. He now sent to each Sahib a warm 
silk resaiz and a pillow, which were very ac- 
ceptable, as they were all starving with cold. 

^th. — ^Major Kershaw, Lieut. Hobhouse, and 
eleven soldiers of the 13th Lt. In. (who had been 
left at Cabal in consequence of illness) this day 
volunteered their services. 

Sturt, having fretted himself half mad at ev- 



erything going wrong, determined, weak and ill 
as he was, to go out and do his duty. He is the 
only engineer officer at Cabul. He was unable 
to dress, but went out in his shirt and pyjania 
to the works. Although he was out himself a 
little after six o'clock, he could not get things or 
people into their places until 10. General El- 
phinstone gave him permission to make any ar- 
rangements he considered as safe from chance 
of failure for taking the small fort ; but when he 
had with great exertion got three nine-pounders 
and two twenty-four (wund howitzers at work 
(the latter across the road). Major Thain was 
sent to him to desire he would be careful not to 
expend ammunition, as powder was scarce I 
there being at the time a sufficiency for a 
twelvemonths' siege! However, Sturt made 
no alteration in his proceedings, and by 12 
o'clock an excellent breach was made, the bas- 
tion being thrown down and great part of the 
curtain, so that ladders were not required : the 
gate was blown in at the same time by Capt. 
Bellew, Assi6t.-Adjt.-Gen. There was a small 
crack in the rampart near Sale's bastion, of 
which I used to take advantage, as a stepping- 
stone to enable me to see what was going on -^ 
and from my position I saw the storming party 
ascend the breach, under a heavy fire, with a 
commendable steadiness and great alacrity : 
they quickly drove the enemy from their sta- 
tions, who then escaped through the wicket into 
the shah's garden. The storming party was 
commanded by Major Griffith, of the 37th N. L, 
consisting of the light company of the queen's 
44th, Lieut. Hobhouse and ten men of H. M. 
13th Lt. Inf., one company of 5th N. I., one 
company 87th N. I. ; in all about 150 men. 
Lieut. Raban, 44th, killed while waving his 
sword on the highest point of the breach ; Mr. 
Deas, 6th, wounded. I believe we had nineteen 
killed, and several wounded ; among the latter, 
one of the 13th. The flag taken from the ene- 
my was waved on the crest of the breach by a 
Sipahee of the 37th, who captured it, and who 
was promoted for the act. He and a havildar 
of the same corps, though belonging to the rear 
company, were, with Lieut. Raban, the first into 
the fort. But few of the enemy were found 
kUled ; but it is difficult to estimate the num- 
bers of their slain, as they are so particular re- 
garding Moslem burial that they always, when 
practicable, drag the bodies away. Great num- 
bers escaped to the hiUs behind, which were 
quickly covered with horsemen, from 2000 to 
3000 oien. A party of Anderson's horse char- 
ged straight up the hill (just to the left of the 
gorge leading to the lake) in most gallant style, 
and drove the enemy along the ridge to the ex- 
treme left. Meantime, £e 5th cavalry rode 
along the foot of the hill to the left, and charged 
up at tiiat end ; by which manceuvre the enemy 
were hemmed in, in the centre of the two cav-- 
airy corps, when a very severe encounter, took 
place. From the top ojT our bouse we saw eve- 
rything distinctly ; the gleaming of their swords 
in the sun, and the fire of their pistols and 
matchloeks: fresh horsemen came pouring on 
to the assistance of the enemy from the back of 
the hill; they buried our cavalry and Anderson's 
horse, who, overpowered by numbers and a most 
galling fire, were forced along the ridge to the 
spot whence the first charge took place 
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The Afighans hare many advantages over 
our troops : one consists in dropping their men 
fresh for combat ; each horseman takes a foot 
soldier up behind him, and drops him when he 
is arrived at the spot he is required to fire from. 
Their horsemen are either gentlemen or yeomen 
(as we should denominate them), all well mount- 
ed, and their baggage ponies can manage the 
hills much better than our cavalry horses; in 
fact, the Affghan horses seem to me to climb 
about with as much unconcern as goats do. 
As regards pistols, we are on a par, as most uf 
theirs have been presents from the Posha Kha- 
na ; but their juzails carry much farther than 
our muskets, and, while they are out of range 
of our fire, theirs tells murderously on us. 

A standard-bearer with a white flag was kill- 
ed ; he was evidently a person of some conse- 
quence, from the great anxiety evinced to obtain 
possession of his body. There were two red 
flags in another division. 

Gapt. Anderson distinguished himself, killing 
four men with his own hand; he rode up the 
gorge to challenge the enemy again, but they 
had the advantage of position, and would not 
come down. 

The enemy continued to crown the heights : 
our guns were out of range, and the shot fell 
short. We had infantry out in skirmishing or- 
der, but the whole was little more than a very 
exciting and provoking spectacle ; for we made 
little impression, although the whole of our 
cavalry was out : so cav^ry, infantry, guns, and 
all, came back again, and soon after the enemy 
came down the hill, some evidently returning to 
the Shah bagh, and others dispersing more to 
the lefl, and probably returning to the city. 

Lady Macnaghten told me* to-day that Sir 
William had written to inform Sale tbat we had 
been in siege since the 2d, and to request his re- 
turn with the force under his command; to 
'eiTt xbe 9i)k «nd Frvjn^*4 iaa sifj^y U Q'lTili- 
m(i£, jndjr olar^nf c/ ihd In^fi Ihsn. lo Uiij 
the general assented, and signed the letter; but 
afterward he said it would be abandoning the 
sick and baggage, and refused to recall Sale's 
brigade. 

I was asked if I could send a letter from Sir 
William to Sale, through Sturt's influence with 
the natives; but if, with secret service money 
at his command, the envoy cannot bribe a mes- 
senger, how are poor people like us to do so 1 

Sir William has given one of the Kuzzilbash 
chiefs 50,000 rupees to raise a diversion in our 
favour, and has promised him two lakhs more 
if he succeeds. 

The insurgent chiefs have set up a king, and 
a wuzeer ; they went to the mosque, and read 
the fatcha, or prayer for the reigning monarch. 
Several of the Mollahs refused to recognise the 
name of Shah Zeman : they said they would al- 
low that of Shah Shoojah as a legitimate mon- 
arch. There was a long and won^ dispute, but 
Shah Mahommed Zeman seems -at present to 
possess most power in Cabul. This is not the 
blind Shah Zeman, Shah Shoojah's brother, but 
a relation of the Ameer Dost Mahommed. He 
is an old man, and said to be the son of an elder 
brother of Dost Mahommed's, and used to be 
called the Nawaub. He has struck coin in his 
own name. 

Abdoollah Khan has sent a messenger to treat 



with the king, who replied that he would receive 
no such low person, and that some person of rer 
spectability must be sent. The king is also said 
to have seized the man who stabbed Sturt, and 
to have declared his intent to put him to death ; 
but just now I believe he dares not do so. 

This day there was a report that Sir Alexan- 
der Bumes and his brother were still living, but 
that the people, in whose power they were, were 
treating for a very large ransom. 

Gapt. Warburton lelt two guns in the city at 
his house ; the Aflfghans have taken possession^ 
of them (six-pounders), and use them against us 
either with their own balls, or ours returned to< 
us in that manner. They hammer our nine- 
pound shot into an egg shape. One of them 
that fell in Sturt*s compound attracted attention^ 
as we all supposed that they could not be ham- 
mered to fit other guns. 

Paton and Bellew meet in council with Stmt, 
at nine most evenings at our house. To-day ar- 
rangements were made for carrying the Shah's 
garden and the Gommissariat fort at daybreak,, 
everything being so clearly e^lained that even 
I understood it as well as hemming the handker- 
chief I was making. The captured fort, as it is^ 
called, is now held by three companies. It i» 
proposed to be blown up ; they are quietly to cut 
embrasures in the waU for three guns, to cov- 
er the attack on the garden. There is to be 
a simultaneous attack on the Gommissariat fort ; 
and the signal for escalading the breach with a 
company of Europeans, and one of natives, will 
be the explosion in blowing up the gate. Plan» 
were sketched, and all the minutiae written out, 
so that the general might have no questions to 
ask. It is now midnight, and no reply has been 
sent from him, though an answer was to have 
come to say whether the work should be done 
or not. 

This day Gea. Elphinstone wrote to the envoy 
to ftate tlr.tt v^ s irere in w^sit 2>f am.t!ii]nitioa, 
; imiustilUig hiia U extlaar jut r^ msUe 'Aintgi^ 
ments with the enemy ! 

Gapt. Bellew told me that the general has al 
length agreed that Sale's brigade shall be re- 
called. Had we more men, a brigade might be 
sent out on the hill, to punish the enemy wba 
defy us there. 

The men are greatly harassed ; their duty i» 
very heavy, and they have no cover night or day, 
all being on the ramparts. The weather is cold,, 
particularly at night. i 

There was a good store of grain in the cap- 
tured fort, but very little of it was brought into- 
cantonments by the Gommissariat, though a 
great deal found its way into the Bunneahs* 
shops, or was carried off by the Sipahees and 
camp-followers. 

A great quantity of wheat has been brought 
in to-day and yesterday from the villages, and 
we are promised farther supplies. 

A note from Thain mentions that Sale has^ 
been sent for, but, from the very cautious word- 
ing of the order, it appears doubtful whether he- 
can take such responsibility upon himself as it 
implies. He is, if he can leave his sick, wound- 
ed, and baggage in perfect safety, to return te- 
Gabul, if he can do so without endangering the 
force under his command. Now, in obeying an 
order of this kind, if Sale succeeds, and all is. 
right, he will doubtless be a very fine fellow ;. 
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but if he meets with a reverse, he will be told, 
" You were not to come up unless you could do 

so safely !" 

There has been much talk of bringing Brig. 
Sheiton from the Bala Hissar into cantonments, 
to aid with counsel and prowess ; the plan is, 
however, for the present abandoned. 

The troops in the Bala Hissar ate better off 
than we are, as there are yet some supplies in 
the shops there, though at an exorbitant rate. 

Despatches have been sent for re-enforce- 
ments from Kandahar. If Gen. Nott*8 brigade 
had not proceeded on their way to the provinces 
farther than the Kojuk pass, they are to return. 

Accounts have been received that Codring- 
ton's corps at Charikar is surrounded. Capt. 
Kattray, the political agent there, and Lieut. 
Salisbury, killed. Capt. Codrington and the 
other officers wounded, as also Major Pottinger, 
political agent. 

There has been a great talk of withdrawing 
the troops from the Bala Hissar into canton- 
ments ; but if this were done, the king, with his 
800 ladies (wives, daughters, &c., and their at- 
tendants), would follow, and we should soon be 
starved out. If we make an inglorious retreat 
to Hindostan, he will still accompany us ; and 
as we brought him to the countiy, we must 
stand by him. 

When there was first an intention of building 
for the army at the Company's expense, Capt. 
Sturt gave it as his decided opinion (which opin- 
ion is on record in the letter book of his office, 
in a letter to Sir A. Burnes), that the garrison 
should be placed in the Upper Bala Hissar, from 
whence (with plenty of ammunition and food, 
which might always be procured from the city, 
cither purchased from friends, or taken zubber- 
dust from the enemy) we never could be dis- 
lodged. A large outlay (I write from memory, 
and therefore do nrt name a sum) was expend- 
$/\ 'n liwamBttiig ^hmtu^il bambprttfv «Si»3 • 
and last, not least, a new wing was added to i 
palace for the envoy, and another, to make all 
square, was laid out, when the king sent to say 
he would neither have the envoy nor the troops 
in the Bala Hissar : so all the money spent was 
thrown away, and the king had the new wing 
and the whole palace thrown down because it 
was originally erected by the Dost. 

The camp was pitched at Siah Sung ; but that 
site would not answer for a cantonment for 
many reasons detailed by Sturt in his public let- 
ter, which I propose appending to my Journal.* 
I shall therefore only notice two of them — ^the 
distance from good water, and the whole spot 
being commanded by the heights that surround 
it, except on one side, which is a morass, and 
from that cause not particularly healthy at some 
seasons. 

There was ground on the farther side of the 
city, but that would not answer, as, should an 
insurrection occur in Cabul, it would cut off our 
communication with Jellalabad. 

Eventually the King gave up in a garden or 
orchard, the present site of cantonments, with 
water at hand, good and plentiful, and always 
procurable by digging two feet for it in any di- 
rection. 



♦ This letter was loot, together with all the rest of the 
documents of the army. (See p. 1.) 



Sturt urges the absolute necessity of our now 
withdrawing our forces from the cantonments 
into the Bala Hissar, but is still met by the cry 
of, " How can we abandon the good buildings 
and property 1" 

The ammunition might be buried and con* 
cealed, the guns spiked, <Scc. ; but a great deal 
of the former might be sent into the Bala Hissar 
by the cavalry carrying each man a proportion oa 
his horse nightly, and many of the latter might 
be taken to the citadel. 

To Sergt. Deane, of the engineers' depart- 
ment, the army are very greatly indebted for his 
great personal exertions in gettmg in grain. He 
is a particularly intelligent man, and very supe- 
rior to his present station in life ; and the An* 
ency with which he speaks Persian enables him 
to pick up information, and also to go about at 
times in disguise for the same purpose. 

If we can only continue to obtain provisions 
as we have done for the last two days, we shall 
be able to hold out on half rations, and in an- 
other month, it is said, the Kohistanees cannot 
touch us for the snow, which fdl heavily on the - 
hills last night. 

We had rain here late in the evening, and at 
night ; and this morning I saw a great increase- 
in the snow on the hiUs. 

In the Bala Hissar, Lieut. Melville havings re- 
covered from his wound sufficiently to do his 
duty, was sent down to take diarge of the La- 
hore gate of the fort, which was now the only 
opening into the Bala Hissar, the others having 
been built up with almost solid masonry. 

The troops there were isolated in a fort close- 
ly besieged, actually without a single case of 
amputating or other surgical instruments 
among them, and hardly a grain of medicine! 
—most culpable tiegligence, as they might easily 
have been sent from the cantonments, though a 
little foresight would have suggested their being 
t^SiD ^xrs «rkh tlhs trocps; an 2 they might 
easily hare i&ea got isaiy drjt^ag tie ifiDe*.herjr 
were under arms-^more than an hour-^befora 
they marched. 

There has been constant firing for the last 
day or two on the city side of the fort, and the 
enemy have made several unsuccessful attempts 
to carry off the two guns that are lying beneath 
the walls. Food is already scarce in the ba- 
zar; and although plenty is stored up in the 
private houses of the natives, yet in the shops^ 
the price of two sears of wheat or two and a 
half is a rupee. 

The Sipahees complain bitterly of ihe severity y 
of the weather, particularly at nighty and above 
sixty men are in ho^ital at the Bala Hissar al- 
ready, besides the woundedc they are attacked 
wkh pneumonia, whieh carries them off in the 
course of a couple of daysi The Kii^ sent strict 
orders to Melville at ^e gate, to aUow no one 
to pass either in or out without a pass fironk 
either the wusseer or ConoIIy, except the sur- 
wans in charge of the grazing cattle which go^ 
out at 8 A. M. and return at 2, protected by a 
resallah of the King's Sikh regt. : in case of an 
alarm from without, a flag is ordered to be 
waved from the ramparts, on which signal all 
the cattle are immediately to come in. The 
above-mentioned resallah are, without any ex- 
ception^ the worst set-up and most disorderly^ 
body of troops calling themselves a regiment 
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that can be imagiDed : their boryes are iU-con- 
^itioned, their. 'arma and accoutremefits nomi- 
Dal, as each man dresses as he pleases, a stick 
with a bayonet on the top hping the sole ofien^ 
sive weapon of many of them. And this is the 
imperial guard of the monar^ of Afghanistan ! 
Besides this regt., his migesty has with him in 
the fort, of his own troops (not reckoning those 
of the subsidiarized force), his orderly regiment 
<Campbell'8), 400 Joaailchees, and 500 of an- 
other Hindostanee regt. *Tbe orderly regiment 
ore cert^nly better men of the sort (not being 
the Company's soldiers) than are usually met 
with, although they did run away in the city on 
the 2d, but it was not until they had lost ^00 
men and fought gallantly. Campbell himself is 
the King's right*band man. 

Associated with Melville at the gate was 
Haja Jeenial Sing, a man whose father was 
prince of an extensive territory lyingnear Cash- 
mere, and who, when Shah Shoojah in 1818 
was a fugitive axtd aa exile flying from Ruigeet 
8ing, received him most kindly, gave him ^1 he 
asked for ; refusing every ofier or command of 
Kunjeet to surrender him up, he transported him 
■safely to the Company's territories. For this 
Runjeet deprived him of his Kaj, yalued at four 
lakhs yearly, and all his property, imprisoning 
^th him and his sonis: the latter on their fa- 
ther's death made their escape and arrived at 
the court of Shah Shoojah, for whose sake they 
had lost everything. His gratitude was shown 
in the regal donation of two rupees eight anas 
daily ! ! " Verily they had their reward, apd 
weil may they exclaim, "Put not your trust in 
princes !" 

From an idea of an insurrecjtion beii^g ajt^out 
to take place among the Arabs (who compose a 
Jarge portion of the inhabitants), a proposal was 
eet on foot for turning all the Afghans, <S&c., out 
'Of the Bala Hissar, and taking all provisions 
found for the use of the troops both there and in 
cantonments. This, as well as every other en- 
-ergetie meseure proposed, was knocked on the 
head either by the King or the politicals, and, 
instead of turning out all useless hands, an or- 
der was issued to allow no woman to pass the 
gate unless supplied with a pass, as an idea had 
•got afloat that they were about to turn out their 
wives and children ere a general massacre of 
the troops took place. However, in Ueu of an 
insurrection, food becoming very scarce, all the 
natives became clamArous for permission to 
leave the fort, and go into the city with their 
wives and children— " a consummation devout- 
ly to be wished," and to ensure which it had 
been good p(^(^ to have {laid them a high price 
ibr their houses and grain, &c. This the King 
positively refused to allow, but ordered a Shah- 
-Oasee to join Mislville at the gate, and, having 
examined them one by one to see that they 
vcarried oat no arms, to «diow females to pass ; 
:bttt no man to go on any account. In this way, 
in three days were passed out 750 women with 
:th^r children, which was at least a good rid- 
dance ! 

7M.— I did not go to bed till afl^ Mr. Eyre 
went away this morning : he came at a little 
after midnight in consequence of some friv- 
olous objections of the General's, based, I be- 
lieve, mostly on Capt. Bellew's doubts as to 



missariat fort were planted in lines parallel to 
the wall or not. Now Bellew always has an 
" observation" to throw in, or " begs to suggest" 
something. He had acknowledged he had never 
been in this garden, though Sturt had ; neither 
could he be made to understand that it was the 
custom of the country to plant the trees in lines 
parallel with the outer walls ; neither could he 
comprehend, that if even a tree intervened, a 
shot would destroy it from the heavy nine- 
pounders. These trees were not gigantic Eng- 
lish oaks, the growth of a century ; but fruit 
trees. 

The heavy iron nines would now have proved 
their utility against the fort, but the old objection 
of the diificulty of transporting them over bad 
roads still exists ; an iron nine cannot be as 
portable as a brass six-pounder, but the eighteen- 
pounders would not have given much more 
trouble than the nines did on the march up, and 
would have done us good service had we them 
here. Capt. Abbott wrote for 3 eighteen-pound- 
ers ; the military board made it a case of arith- 
metic, and sent 6 nines ; and as they had to be 
taken up the hills by hand, a little more manual 
labour would have transported the others also 
over the Affghanee Mountains. 

I often hear the AflTghans designated as cow- 
ards : they are a fine, manly-looking set, and I 
can only suppose it arises from the British idea, 
among civilized people, that assassination is a 
cow2u:dIy act. The Afghans never scruple to 
use their long knives for that purpose, ergo, they 
are cowards ; hut they show no cowardice in 
standing as they do against guns without using 
any themselves, and in escalading and taking 
forts which we cannot retake. The AfFghans 
of the capital are a little more civilized ; but the 
country gentlemen and their retainers are, I 
fancy, much the same kind of people as those 
Alexander encountered. 

The Juzailchees were sent out to skirmish : 
they attacked the Shah bagh, and cleared the 
west end of it. They then joined Major Thain, 
who, with a squadron of horse, and two compa- 
nies of infantry, attacked a garden beyond it, 
drove the enemy out with great slaughter, and 
burned the garden house. Lieut. Eyre, at the 
same time, through a small opening in the wall 
of the Shah bagh immediately under the captur- 
ed fort, played with a six-pounder upon the gate 
of the garden. " Not being supported, however, 
these advantages were lost, and the enemy being 
re-enforced in great numbers, the above troops 
were forced to retreat, having lost a considera- 
ble number of men ; par exemple, fifteen of the 
Juzailchees out of ninety-five were left on the 
field. I have not the actual numbers of the Eu- 
ropeans and Sipahees who were slain. 

The gun was saved with great difficulty ; and 
here a great fault was committed in sending one 
gun oiily. In the Marquis of Hasting's time an 
order was published prohibiting a single gun be- 
ing sent out, in consequence of the disastrous 
consequences attending its being unsupported 
during the Nepalese war. But all seems con- 
fusion here. Those who, at the head of affairs, 
ought to have been directing everything, appeal 
to be in consternation. General Elphinstone 
from his first arrival in the country was in ill 
health, which gradually increased on him, till 



whether the trees in the garden next the Com- 1 his mind became nearly as much enervated as 
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liis body ; and so coDScioos was he of his own 
state, that he had written to Goverament to 
give up the command, apdalso to Gen. Nott, at 
Kandahar, to come up and take his place until a 
new commander of the forces was appointed. 

We are now in circumstances which require 
a man of energy to cope with them. Major 
Thain is said to be a good adviser, but, unfortu- 
nately, it is not always in the multitude of coun- 
jsellors that there is wisdom ; and so many prof- 
fered their advice and crossed his, that Thain 
withdrew his own, and only now answers such 
fquestions as are put to him. 

8^. — ^At four in the morning a sharp firing was 
he&rdy for which, at the time, we could not ac- 
count, but afterward found that it proceeded 
Ihun the captured fort, which the enemy had at- 
tempted to mine and re-capture. They had 
succeeded in msjiing a large hole, but being re- 
pulsed, they set the fort on fire. At daybreaV, 
^finding Start's servant still in the verandah, and 
•knowing that his master was to have been up at 
liaif past four, I went to the door to inquire, and 
•found that the General, or rather his advisers, 
had decided that nothmgwas to be done. 

The enemy are using our guns against us, 
'throwing shot into cantonments from Mahmood 
ILhan's fort. 

Our men are so oter-woikod that it is intend- 
ed to give them rest to-day. 

Stun went out early this morning and found 
the garden next the Commissariat fort unoceu- 
.pied ; be immediately took the sappers, under 
Lieut. Laing, with fifty of the JuMilchees, under 
Mackenzie, to cover them, and sent for two 
companies of Sipahees as a covering party while 
.they pulled down the wall, which was quickly 
accomplished. 

There is a report that we are to be attacked 
in cantonments to-night. Sturt went to Gen. 
Elpbinstone and Brigadier Anquetil, who both 
• l^ve him carte blanche^ and desired that all his 
■ instructions should be obeyed. He has, accord- 
ingly, placed 15 guns in position. We have only 
awo artillery officers in cantonments that are 
.available, now Waller is wounded ; they are 
rEyre and Warburton. We have no laboratory 
'men — no other engineer officer than Sturt, who, 
weak as he is, has to do everything. 

When we came into cantonments, last No- 
vember, Sir Witloughby Cotton commanded the 
'fbrces in Affghanistaa ; and SaAe, as the second 
here, and commandant in cantonments, had the 
troops paraded, and their posts assigned, in case 
•of any sudden attack. These troops (the 1st brig- 
ade), who knew their posts, are now far from us, 
and no arrangement of a simflar kind has been 
made since their departure ; so Stmt has had the 
•^officers told off to their several stations, has 
^paraded them at them, and goes his rounds be- 
fore he goes to bed, to see that they are all at 
their posts. 

It is said that Mohun Lull has named the man 
who killed poor Sir Alexander Bumes ; he also 
writes that there are only 500 Kohistanees 'in the 
city, and that otherwise all is going on well in 
the Ku2zilbash quarter of the city, where he re- 
sides. 

It was r^yorted to-day that the city was on 
fire, but it proved to be a village fired by the Ko- 
Hstanees. 

Conolly writes from the Bala Hissar, account- 
ing for the firing we heard this morning. An 



attack was made on the Bala Hissar^ which was 
repulsed : the enemy Were seized with a panic, 
fancied they were attacked from the rear, and 
began to fight among themselves ; cries of Aman 
were heard in cantonments by several persons 
besides mvself. Conolly also writes that he has 
not only heard that we are to be attacked to- 
night, but that the enemy are making up bhoosa 
bags with which to fill up the ditch. 

stun is gone to lie down to recruit his strength, 
knowing that I never dose now till daylight^ but 
sit up to watch passing events, and give the alarm 
if n^ be, and have kept my nightly watch ever 
since the insurrection commenced. Our troops 
as yet are stanch ; and if we r#3 attacked, atid 
succeed in repelling the enemy, we shall be able 
to keep our own until Salens brigade arrives. 

The enemy showed to-day on the heis;hts, in 
force about 3000; but we cannot cope with them, 
so content ourselves by throwing shrapnell at 
them. Eyre threw some with great precision; 
the distance was, however, very great, and we 
consequently did little execution. We also great- 
Iv feel the want of laboratory men to cut fnzees, 

Sturt asked for a party to occupy the village 
of Behmaru, but it was not given. The Envoy 
was anxious to secure this place, but all was in 
vain ; and, as we neglected our advantages, the 
enemy availed themselves of them, and Meer 
Musjudee threw himself and 1000 followers into 
it. We have thereby lost 900 maunds of ottah, 
which was paid for. 

Two forts near the village are in our posses- 
sion. 

An attack expected at about 3 o'clock this af- 
temoon* 

Bng. Shelton came in ^m the Bala Hissar 
with six companies of the Shah's 6th, one horse 
artillery-gun, and one of the mountain-train. 

The people in cantonments expect wonders 
from his prowess and militarjr judgement. I am 
of a difierent opinion, knowing that he is not a 
favourite with either his officers or men, and is 
most anxious to get back to Hindostan. I must, 
however, do him the justice to say, that I believe 
he possesses much personal bravery ; but, not- 
withstanding, I consider his arrival as a dark 
cloud overshadowing us. Most glad shall I her 
to find that, by his enei^y^ the general is roused 
up to active measures. It is, perhaps, a part of 
Ms complaint (but, nevertheless, equally unfor* 
tunate for us), that Gen. Elphinstone vacillates 
on eveiy point. His own judgment appears to 
be good, hot he is swayed by the last speaker; 
and Capt. Grant's cold cautiousness, and Capt. 
Belle w' doubts on every subject, induce our chief 
to alter his opinions and plans every moment. 

At the Bala Hissar they began to be morli 
cramped in their correspondence with cantrjn-^ 
ments, which became very limited; a hiiii:>^arv( 
stealing out at nig^ht, and returning wilh r a aa^ 
swer early in the morning, being now U».e onHf- 
means of eomnmnication ; and the sar ne ottSft 
never went for more than five days w^ithool be- 
ii^ either killed or confined. 

The AtTghans, having persoi^s who cam read 
English, French, aad Latin, wmne av ^are ^ aU 
our secrets. 

Mohun Lull asd the 'Na'ib Shut^ jef were our 
newsgivers fronts the city^ .and alwar ys gave intel- 
ligence of the airival of any new chief or. body 
01 troops ; alsa doing, or saying t> gy ^^^^e doing, 
all in their power* to enter into so^ je sort of terms. 
. The King la ^adually getting ▼ ^^^^ j^nd worse> 
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td without a cnt at the body. They cry " Aman** 
themselves, but never show mercy to Kaffirs. 

Capt MacCrea was in the fort all but one 
arm, ^ which they seized him and dra^;ged him 
out; his was a very similar iieUe, but his sufier- 
ings were less protracted, ibr he was dead when 
fi)and, with, I believe, his scull cloven. 

Poor Westacott of the 37th was cut to pieces 
near the kirkee. We must have killed a mat 
number of the enemy. Mr. Bird says he him- 
self saw above 100 killed, but that as fast as a 
man fell, others came and dragged him away. 
Major Scott in vain tried to rally the 44th : exci- 
ted to tears, he called for volunteers to follow 
him, when a private, named Stuart, was the only 
man who offered to go, and for which, on its 
reaching the envoy's notice, he was, by Sir Wil- 
liam's earnest entreaty to Shelton, promoted ser- 
geant. 

When the storming party came up the second 
time under Shelton, a cruel scene took place. 
The enemy could not have had less than 150 
killed or wounded. We had ourselves fully that 
number. There were twenty-six killed and twen- 
ty-eight wounded of the 44ui : above fifty killed 
ixid wounded of the 37th. I did not hear the 
number of the Shah's 6th, and have not access 
to records ; not that they are kept very correctly, 
for Slurt was never returned as a wounded of- 
ficer. 

The conduct of the 37th is highly spoken of: 
they drove the enemy (who had got on the top of 
a bastion) with their bayonets clean over the 
side, where they were received on the bayonets 
of the 44th. 

The dreadful slaughter of our men is attribu- 
table to a desperate rush of Afghan cavalry. It 
is suppos^ that some very influential person 
was m the fort, and has been killed. A body 
richly dressed was found, but the head was car- 
ried away. This they do when they cannot take 
the body, as the head then receives Mussulman 
burial, which the Affghans are very particular 
in observing. A horse was taken, and a sword 
that was much bent ; both are said to have been 
recoepised as having lately been in possession of 
Moollah Mobend orZoormut. Four other forts 
were taken, £rom which the enemy ran on the 
capture of the Rikabashees'. 
. Shelton led the troops out towards the Siah 
Sung hill, where the enemy was in force, and 
where Eyre did gr^t execution with two horse 
firtillery guns. The troops remained out till 
dark, when, having completely overawed the en- 
emy, they returned. Three times the sappers 
were ordered (and as often countermandeo) for 
the purpose oi blowing up these forts and nring 
them. At length it was oecided to keep the Ri- 
kabashees' ibrt, and to occupy it. There is 
known to be a large store of boussa and lucerne 
there ; and we hope also to find grain. Zul&r 
Khan's fort was also occupied by us. These 
forts were not above 400 yards from canton- 
ments. The farthest (brt is memorable as the 
spot where a murder was committed not long 
ago, and was perhaps 1000 yards distant} of this 
the four bastions were blown up and the place 
itself fired. As Brigadier Shelton has always 
been supposed to be greatly disliked by his men, 
it has excited much astonishment that the men 
of the 44th were all inquirins^ after the "little 
brig.," as they call him. They say they are 
ready to be led to any work there may be for 
them to do. 

This event has already produced its efi*ect. 



Khojeh Meer of Behmani hais sent his salaam 
to know our pleasure. The envoy's reply was, 
<< If yoa wish to keep your two forts, sell us 
grain." 

The events of t(Hlay must have astonished the 
enemy after our supineness, and shown them that, 
when we have a mind to do so, we can puni^ 
them. 

Our spirits are raised and depressed by the 
barometer of public events. Could anything 
have roused us at first to action, the insurrection 
had been crushjed in the bud. Whcsn tl^ 44th 
turned and fled to-day, the general asked the en- 
voy if he was prepared to retreat to Jellalabad to* 
night ; but Sir William replied that he would do 
his duty, and never desert the king ; and, if the 
araiy left hira, would die at his post ! 

lu>w we are uppermost we hold up our heads, 
and hope not to nave to sculk into the Bala 
Hissar without baggage. Were Sturt's advice 
taken, we should nighUy send ammunition there, 
and, when a sufficiency is conveyed, all make 
one bold night march in very light marching or- 
der, just what we can cany on our horses. ^ 
there, we can be lodged Tnot comfortably, I grant) 
in the houses of the izmabitants, who would be 
well paid for vacating them. They have laid in 
their stores for the winter, which would be bought 
at any price ; and then we might defy all Afgha- 
nistan for any time. However, it seems hopeless 
to think on such subjects, for those who wi^ a 
great end in view might be brought to abandon 
public works and property for a time, will not 
consent to part with their own ! A horse, with' 
handsome silver-mounted saddle, &c., has been 
brought in by Lieut. Vanrenen, who sold it for 
120 rupees to some one who fancied it because 
it was supposed to have belonged to a chief. 

Sturt's recovery and energy appear little short 
of miraculous ; he nearly possesses the power of 
ubiquity. He cannot yet mount his own tall 
horses, and must astonish my little Cape horse, 
for he gallops him the whole day from bastion to 
gate, and ^ate to bastion, laying guns, and off like 
a shot ; his aim being to show the enemy that all 
our batteries and gates had guns in position, 
which we could fire nearly simultaneously-, for 
they know how weak we are in artillery officera. 

The enemy kept up a smart fire for some hours ; 
the bullets flew about briskly, and fell plentifully 
in the verandahs of Capt. poyd's house. 

An artilleryman was killed while sponging his 
gun; also two l)heestees in the Mission Com^ 
pound. 

Sir William told Sturt this morning that if we-, 
beat the enemy to-day, be fielt convinced that, 
in five days they would all be off; and the cir- 
cumstance of Khojeh Meers salaam is a favour- . 
able sign. 

To-morrow early we are to endeavour to get 
grain from Khojeh Meer at Behmaru. 

The grain in the Commissariat fort is still 
burning, and the fort itself still in the possession 
of the enemy, who annoy us from thence and 
from the Shah bagh and Mahmood Khan's fort. 
The latter place we are not strong enough to take 
unless Sale's brig?«ie or Nott's arrives j this is 
much to be regretted, for in all disturbances in 
Cabul whichever party kept possession of that 
fort was always the conqueror in the end. 

Gen. Nott may be here with his brigade in three 
weeks : we have plenty of ammunition, and if 
we can get grain we may hold out till they arrive. 

11th. — Yesterday's lesson has made the enemy 
shy, and very few showed themselves on the hUl, 
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and those were all horsemen : none were seen on 
the Siah Sung hills. 

Two regiments were sent to cover the foraging 
party collecting grain from the captured rorts. 
oOO maundsof wheat have been brought in, bons- 
sa, Ac. ; this gives us three and a hailf days' pro- 
visions. 

Ottfth is ready for us at the Bala Hissar, and 
the chief of Behmarn has tendered his civilities 
again, now that Meer Musjudee's people have 
retired from the village; but our 900 maunds of 
grain that were paid for are gone. 

A large grave, or rather pit, full of bodies has 
been found outside the Rikabashees' fort, which 
the enemy had not time to cover over before they 
retreated. 

Bad news from Candahar. A party of the 
8hah's troops under Lieut. Crawford, who were 
escorting state prisoners, are said to have been 
attacked and cut to pieces, and it is feared that 
Capt. Sanders (Engineers) was with them. Capt. 
Skmner is reported to have been killed in endeav- 
ouring to escape out of the city in women's 
clothes. A dog of Col. Dennie's, and another of 
Major Kershaw's, having come into cantonments, 
has caused much excitement: as we have not 
heard from Sale's camp for some time, we think 
it may be a proof that tney are on their way back. 

To-day we have been throwing shells into 
Ms^mood Khan's fort, both from the canton- 
ments and also from the Bala Hissar. We hear 
that to-morrow night the enemy intend to take the 
c;antonments, and that they have fifteen ladders 
to escalade with, and bags filled with boussa to 
cross by filling up the ditch. Our men are all in 
high spirits. 

Meer Musindee has sent to Sir William to say 
he will come m to treat ; his vakeel was in canton- 
ments yesterday. The Ghilzyes have been (it is 
said) Drought off bv the envoy. It was a reen- 
forcement of 1000 Ghazees that joined the enemy 
yesterday at the Rikabashees' fort ; it is suppo- 
sed that they suffered very severely in the action. 

I2th. — Arrangements have been made by Sir 
William with Meer Musjudee, who is to receive 
60,000 rupees if he brings in Codrington's regi- 
ment: he, poor man, has died of his wounds. 
The expected attack on the cantonments has not 
taken place, but there was a good deal of firing 
all night, and shells were thrown from one o'clock 
at Mahmood Khan's fort 

13^. — The Ghilzye chiefs expressed a wish to 
treat : however that may be, the enemy showed 
themselves on their favourite heights (Behmaru) ; 
they are supposed to be reeniorcements from 
Zoormut. They took two guns up with them, 
which they played upon cantonments. On this 
Brig. Shelton was sent with a force against them. 
it was with great difficulty the envoy persuaded 
the general and brigadier to consent to a force 
going out; and it was late before the troops were 
ready, consisting of— 

A squadron of Anderson's horse, 120 men, 
under himself: 

The Envoy's cavaliy escort, about 60 men, 
under Le Geyt : 

The 5th cavalry, all but their usual guards, 
about 250, under Col. Chambers, being two, 
squadrons, the rest being with Sale : 

A troop of the 1st and another of the 4th locals, 
or Skinner's and Alexander's horse, under Capt. 
Walker : 

6 companies of the 44th, under Major Scott ; 
4 weak companies of 40 or 160 men, of the 37th; 
the Shah's bth, the 5th, I believe six companies 
each. 



There were three columns; two companies 
of the 37th led the left column under Thain, with 
the 44th in the centre and Shah's 6th in rear. 
The right column was under Scott, the reserve 
under Major Swayne. 

Civilians and women are fond of honour and 
glory, and perhaps do not sufiiciently temper val- 
our with discretion. 

It appears that the Affghans attribute our for- 
bearance, whatever may be its motive, to fear, 
which gives them cocurage to beard us lions in 
our den. 

The Gkneral again (as in the late attack on 
the Rikabashee fort) asked the Envoy if he would 
take the responsibility of sending out the troops 
on himself; and, on his conceding, the force was 
sent. The Envoy had also much angry discus- 
sion on this point with Brig. Shelton. 

But all these delays of conference lost much 
time, and it was between four and five P.M. be- 
fore operations commenced. 

The Affghan cavalry charsred furiously down 
the hill upon our troops in close column. The 
37th N. I. were leading, the 44th in the centre, 
and the Shah's 6th in the rear. No square or 
balls were formed to receive them. All was a 
regular confusion : my heart felt as if it leaped 
to my teeth when I saw the Affghans ride clean 
through them. The onset was fearful. They 
looked like a great cluster of bees, but we beat 
them and drove them up a&rain. 

The 5th cavalry and Anderson's horse charged 
them up the hill again, and drove them along the 
ridge. 

Lieut. Eyre quickly got the horse-artillery gun 
into the gorge between the Behmaru hills and 
that to the left (the gorge leading to the plain to- 
wards the lake) : from this position ne soon 
cleared that plain, which was covered with horse- 
men. There was another stand made at the ex- 
treme leA; but we were successful on all ])oints, 
captured both guns, brought one of them in, for 
which we had spare horses in the field; and hav- 
ing no means of bringing the other away, it was 
spiked, upset, and tumbl^l down the hill. 

The enemy had taken these guns up the hill 
with the king's elephants ; but, unfortunately; 
they had sent the animals back, or they would 
have been fine prizes for us. 

Brigadier Shelton, perhaps not considering the 
lateness of the hour deferred his return to canton- 
ments until the shaaes of evening had closed over 
the troops ; and it being impossible to distinguish 
friend from foe, we could not assist with our guns 
from cantonments, which in daylight would have 
swept the plain, and have prevented the enemy 
from following up our return to cantonments. 

The enemy cut in between cantonments and 
our men, and their horsemen came up close to 
Sale's bastion. Our anxiety was very great, for 
all this time our front was attacked (it is said by 
400 men) ; the firing was sharp and long contin- 
ued. The brigadier did not getiack till 8 o'clock ; 
and it was some time afler that before all was 
quiet. When the men of the 37th were upbraid- 
ed for turning, they replied, "We only retreated 
when we saw the Europeans run, and knew we 
should not be supported." 

We moved into Sturt's house this evening, as 
Brigadier Shelton was grumbling about the cold 
in a tent. 

The enemy saluted our bouse with six-pound 
shot, which rattled about and passed us, and sev- 
eral struck the house ; one was imbedded in the 
wall under Mrs. Sturt's window. At night we 
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threw shell as usual into Mahmood Khan's fort, 
and could plainly distinguish the sound of" UI- 
lah ui Alia " as they bursted. 

Major Tnain and Captain Paton were wound- 
ed; the latter had to suffer amputation of the 
arm ; the former had a deep flesh wound in the 
shoulder, twelve inches long, and one deep. 

Stuit, going his rounds at night, narrowly es- 
caped being shot in the back. 

14M.— We had a quiet night; which was a 
great blessing, as Sturt was suffering very much 
Srom the wound in his face. 

The chiefs complained that we broke faith with 
them yesterday in attacking them when they had 
expressed a wish to treat: however, we were not 
the aggressors, for we did not do so till they had 
fired at us. To-day they^ have requested we win 
not fire on the hill, which has been agreed to : 
they are (they say) busy searching for their dead. 
They had lights on the hill all night, burying 
their slain, and are now searching for swords and 
anything they can find, picking up balls of all 
kinds. 

A number of swords have been taken. 

The two sons of Abdoollah Khan are said to 
be wounded. We could hear Abdoollah Khan's 
nagura beating on the hill quite distinctly. 

Had Sale's brigade been here, it is probable we 
should not be so peaceable j but our men are so 
hard worked that they require a day's rest. 

The Affghau cavalry yesterday were not in- 
clined to try a second chai^ : Colonel Chambers 
invited an attack, which they declined. Their 
infantry seem to be contemptible in the plain, but 
they fight hard when coop^ up in forts. They 
fire from rests, and then take excellent aim ; and 
are capital riflemen, hiding behind any stone suf- 
ficiently large to cover their head, and quietly 
watching their opportunities to snipe off our peo- 
ple. There is also a peculiarity in the Affgnan 
mode of figfating^—that of every horseman carry- 
ing a ibot soldier behind him to the scene of ac- 
tion, where he is dropped without the fatigue of 
walking to his post. The horsemen have two 
and three matchlocks or juaails each, slung at 
their backs, and are very ezp^ in firing at the 
gallop. These juzails carry much fimher than 
our muskets. 

The envoy went out to meet some chiefs in 
Zulficar Khan's fort: they kept him waiting a 
long time, and then said th^ could not come. 
Meer Jafller Khan, the son of^Naib Shuieef, has 
returned from collecting the revenue, with 300 
Haztr Bashes: being all Kuzzilbashes, we pre- 
sume he will not .be against us. The old Naib 
has been fined 1000 rupees for having associated 
with, and eaten with, us infidels. 

Meer Musjudee is said to be sick even unto 
death, in the city. A cossid has arrived from 
Macgregor, and a letter from Sale of the 9th from 
Gondamuk. The enemy are evidently spreading 
false information, through persons professing to 
be travellers. No travellers are on the roads 
now. Cossids are scarcely procurable ; 'the few 
that have been sent tarecall the brigade have not 
sneceeded in their attempt. The man who went 
on the 6th, was stopped and his letter read by a 
man who was educated at Loodianah. The en- 
emy have another savant, who imbibed litera- 
ture at the College of Delhi. There is also a 
prisoner, a Mr. Tiemey, in the city; whether he 
assists them or not we do not know. 

The day has passed off quietly, and we look 
forward to a good night's rest, which is most de- 
sirable for Start. 



15^-~After a quiet night, we have had a quiet 
day. 

Our camels are dying fast: we see several 
dragged away daily; and as they are only just 
thrown without the gate, the air is tainted by 
their carcasses. 

Major Pottinger and Mr. Haughton have mader 
their escape from the Kohistan ; the former has 
a ball in his leg ; the latter has lost his hand, and 
is severely wounded in the back and neck. Du- 
ring the time they were beleaguered in Charlkarj 
they were, in common with uie Sipahees of the 
Shah's 4th regiment (Ghoorkas), subiected to 
great misery from the want of water ; the allow- 
ance for the last four days being one wine-glass 
full per diem for each man : the horses they rode 
on had^not had a drop to drink for ten days, nor 
food for five. 

The site of the cantonments was badly chosen. 
In addition to there being no water, which of it- 
self rendered the site unfit for a military post, 
their position was completely commanded on two 
sides by the enemy; who, having cut off their 
supply of water from above, gave the few defend- 
ers no rest by night or day. Added to these try- 
ing circumstances, the garrison were encumbered 
with their wives and children, who had been en- 
couraged to come up from Hindostan in great 
numbers. It is affirmed that they did so by per-> 
missipn of I^ord Auckland ; it being supposed 
that they would have no wish to quit the countiy 
with their families settled alon^ with them. 

The not being allowed to brmg up their fam^ 
lies, even at their own expense, was always con-i 
sidered as a heavy grievance by the Europeans ; 
but, in their instance, the wisdom of the refusal 
has been proved. But to return to the Ghoor«t 
kas ; harassed by the enemy, and encumbered by 
their families, they sank into a 'sute of perfect 
apathy; not so the Punjabee artillerymen who; 
served the guns. Part of these deserted to the 
enemy; and, on the following day, had the inso^ 
lence to return for the purpose of'^seducing away 
their comrades. It was in tiying to arrest some 
of these that poor Haiighton was so dreadfully 
wounded: perceiving his intentions, the Jemadar 
of artillery (a Punjabee) snatched Lieutenant 
Rose's swora from him, and with it cut off 
Haughton's hand. It was with great difficulty 
that Pottinger and Haughton effected their escape. ' 
Somewhere between Akterae and Istallf, during 
the night, they strayed from the other officers. 
Finding themselves separated from the rest, they 
determined to make the best of their way, secre- 
ting themselves in a hollow during the day, and 
traveling all night; but Haughton's wounds, par-i 
ticularly those in the neck and back, prevented 
his urging his horse beyond a walk. On arri- 
ving at Cabul, they decided on going straight 
thrpngh the city in the night; they were chal- 
lenged, and Pottinger gave a Persian reply, whicl^ 
the guard evidently judged a doubtful one, as it 
was followed by a volley being fired at them, but 
fortunately without effect, and they pursued their 
way to cantonments, arriving at the gate in such, 
a state of exhaustion that had they had a mile 
farther to go they never could have sat on their 
horses. From &em I heard the particulars of 
Maule's, Rattray's, and Wheeler's deaths. They 
were sitting together, I believe at breakfast, when 
some of their own men attacked them : they are 
said to have set their backs against the wall and 
defended themselves until they were deliberately 
shot. I 

The report to-day is that Abdoollah Khan's. 
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«onft are killed ; that Amenoolah's two sons are 
killed, and Shamsoodeen's two brothers wound- 
ed; the latter are nephews of the Ameer, Dost 
Mahommed. 

It is also reported that the enemy say they 
cannot meet us in the field, but they wiii starve 
xa out of the country. 

The Envoy has information that we are to be 
attacked to-night on three faces of the canton- 
ments ; this is the first night of the moon : Sturt's 
Affghan's servants say that, if an attack is made, 
it will not be for three nighta to come, as at pres- 
ent they are all feasting. 

There is a native report that a Fouj has been 
seen at Seh Baba, whicn has been ma^ified into 
Sale's brigade on the. way up; biit from letters 
of the 9th, received yesterday, it is evident that 
at the time they were written none of our let- 
ters had reached them ; and they were misled by 
false reports industriously spread by the enemy, 
in the guise of travellers. 

16^.— There was some quick firing heard 
about one in the morning. The news we gather 
from people who have come in from the city is, 
tiiat Nawaub Zeman Khan has paid his troops 
three lakhs of rupees, at the rate of ten, rupees 
fat each suwar, and six for each foot-soloier; 
that they are in high glee, and say they will at- 
tack the Chaoney. 

The 25,000 men that were to do so last night 
did not make their promise good. 
. Some Goorkhas that came in to-day say that 
they have no information regarding Dr. Grant, 
but that they saw Lt. Rose at Karabagh. 

A report has come in fh>m the Bala Hissar 
that Sale has gone on to Jellalabad, which Brig. 
Shelton told me he believed, on the principle of 
** Being out of a scrape, keep so.'* Most people 
heliere the report to oe a ruse of the enemy, to 
shut out hope of relief coming to us. We, how- 
ever, doubt Sale's having ever received the of- 
der to return. 

The city seems to be much quieter, and some* 
6ttah and grapes were brotlght very early this 
morning to the gate to sell. The king has writ- 
ten to say he wishes to ofier terms to the rebels; 
but Sir William says that they must fir^ be sent 
for his approbation, lest his majesty should ofibp 
too much. 

A quiet nieht, as ikr as reganied hostilities, 
with plenty of rain. 

VJm.-^We had a gloomy day, with rain at in- 
tervals. 

Another report that the Ist brigade is gone on 
to J«Ualabad ; coupled, however, with its being 
only to deposite their sick in safety, and that a 
force of 10,000 men have arrived there to our 
assistance from Feshawer. 

Jubbar Khan (a brother of the Dost's) has been 
appointed Wuzeer to Zeman Shah ^an, who 
has coined rupees in his own name. 

This has been a good grain day : at 13 o'clock 
we had got in 400 maunds at two Cabul seers 
^e rupee, and ottah at one. The Gabnl seer is 
equal to six Hindostanee^seers. The Afi^hans 
continued bringing in grain and ottah ul the 

day. 

18^.-— This morning, at 3 o'clock, an attempt 
was made to throw in ammunition into the Bala 
HissaTjbut it failed; and Capt. Walker and 
Lieut. Webb reported that the bridge, which was 
to have been repaired by the Wuzeer, had not 
been touched. 

Accounts received from Jellalabad, by a cos^ 
iid, who brought a letter to Sir William, which i 



he had torn in three pieces for the better conceal^- 

ment of its contents ; on seeing the enemy be 
swallowed another small one ; he was searched 
but brought in the torn letter without discovery! 

He reports that, after Macgregor gave him the 
letter, be delayed his departure a litue ; that there 
was a grand Larue at Jellalabad ; that Sale had 
thnown his force mto the fort there ; that the en- 
emv had come down with 40,000 own, and Sale, 
had sallied out and beat them, pursuing the ene- 
my eight or ten miles to Futteabad. 

Another report stated that Sale had been obli- 
ged to spike tnree of his guns. A few hours af- 
terward another courier arrived with a letter 
from Sale, bv which it appears that the enemy 
surrounded the fort, in number about 5000. and 
that he ordered a sally under CoL Monteatn, of 
600 infantry, aU his cavalry, and three guns. 
The cavalry maintained their character, and be- 
haved nobly, and the enemy got severely handled* 

My letter, containing a pr^is of goings-on- 
here firom the 3d to the 8th inclusive, had reach- 
ed Sale, and was the only detail of events that 
had been received ; it was sent on to dse com- 
mander-in^:hief, and a copy of it to Lord Auck- 
land. Sale had written to Capt. Maekeson at 
Peshawer for provisions, ammunition, and> 
troops. 

It had been wished that this blow below should' 
be followed up by another here ; bm the council 
at the generaPs was, as usual) both divided and 
wild. One plan was to sally out, sword in hand, 
and attack the town— a measure that must have 
been attended with great loss on our side, even 
if victorious; with the pleasing ceitiunty of aU 
who were left in cantonments having their throats 
cut during the absence of the troops. 

The next proposition was the mking of Killa 
Mahmood Khan. But nearly the same objeo 
tion existed there. With a large force, and much 
probable loss, we m^ht take it ; but we could 
not destroy it quickly, and could not aifi)rd troops 
to garrison it. It is rather fortunate that the last- 
mentioned attack was not made; for a fbw hours 
afterward we had ceitaia information that, in- 
stead of 900 men, the enemy havB nearly all' 
theipinfautrjrthcnre. 

A report was this dav brought to the ktor that 
the Jemadar of Jmodlchees, who commanded at 
the ITppr Town, above the Bala Hissar, had' 
deserted his post during the night, accompanied 
by two non-commissioned officers of his guard. 
His majesty was extremelv wroth, and ordered 
all I3ie men to be relieved, and another party, 
consisting of Rohillas fh>m the Peshawer terri- 
tory, to be sent in their place. Most forttmate 
was the discovery and the prompt measures ta- 
ken on the occasion; as it was discovered, from 
secret information sent in by Mohnn Lull during 
the day, that the traitor had sold the tower to the 
rebel Sirdars for a hundred goM mohurs. This 
man had the efihmtery to return in the evening, 
and declare, with the greatest sang frmdy that he 
had only been away on his own business into 
the city ; and angrily demanded why he was de- 
prived of his command. He was, however, put 
m irons, and confined in the fort prison. 

Mohun Luirs account stated that arrange- 
ments had been made to give up the tower that - 
same night to a partv who were to come round 
by the back of the hill. Had this plot succeeded, 
the Bala Hissar might have been taken, as the - 
tower commands it. 

19M.— At two in the morning an alarm ; which 
soon died away. 3hprtly after this the ammu- 
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.liltion was sent off to the Bala Hissar. under 

^aiig^ of Colonel Oliver; who scat back to re- 

;poit that in consequence of the bridge being ont 

r4}f repair, and there being water in the Nnllah, 

iie could not proceed, and desired instractions 

Jiow to act. The reply from the gmeral was, if 

Jie ooold not psocecd, he was to retnni: when 

this axTived, Oliver bad got orer widi the ammnr 

ttilion; bat I snppose he misuideiBtood the or- 

ier, for he rectossed and came back again. With 

veiy fewexeeptions,«the 6th N. I. maybe said to 

be inefficient from^e cominaiiding officers to 

ithe lowest rank. 

In the couise of tbs day we got m a good deal 
of gcate f bat the geasral appears to be kept in a 
4^orable state of ignorance. Although reports 
4»evcat in daily, he scarcely knowvwhatsnpplies 
axe in store, or what is our real daily coasump* 
don. AjSairs are curiooslr carried on : for in- 
stance, the Shah's 6th indent for six maunds 
4teuUy ; the STth, a much weaker corps, for about 

^twentjr! These indents ace all signed by authori- 
-ty ! The quantity required is easily caknlated, 
WB eAch figbting' man gets a half seer of wheat, 
^aad each <3amp follower- sir ohattahs perdient 
Tliere is muck rogoory going on in the regi- 
mental bazais, where the ChDwdrjrs make mon« 

•^ ey in ocwMxion with Bunneahs* 

They say die 6tk have a foil bazar from Loot 
at the foits taken lately; and do not require to 

'draw for their followers: tins 37th have 5000 

.registered camp followers, and other corps mnch 

' in the same praportioas. 

The Affghans are highly indignant at Pottin* 
ger and fitaughtoii having ridden through the 
town- It certainly appears to us very wonderful 
that th^ did so m aa&ty. 

There was some firing in the city about sun- 
set, both gUna and voUeys. of musketiy. The 
rebel chiefs are suppoaed to have attacked the 
KuBBilbathcs in the ricsntty of Moxad Khana. 
The enemy have seat to the Kohistan for the 

.- guns that are at Charikar, and on their arrival 
pcopose girhig us batUe. A plan was laid to 

- sally out from the Bala Hissar towards the city, 
axid destroy a J^amanm. exactly in front of the 

' Ohuznee gate, in this place reside a barber and 
a blacksmith, two of the best shots in Gabui^ 
who haye picked off many of our men. They 
^omjotetely commanded the loopholes with their 
long rifles ; and although the mslance is proba- 

I hlyaOQ yards, yet they seldom fhil topuiaball 
through the clothes or Into the body o£ any one 
^assioethem. It was sufficiost for the loophole 
«Q be darkened^ for it to be fired ait; and It be- 
^«ame an amusement to place a cap.oa the end 

»of a ttrin above the walls, which was sure to be 
tquickly perforated by many balls. 

I heiitrt this plan was never pat in exjecutlpn, 
and only, like many others^ proved a source oi 
apeeulaliou and conversalioB. 

9QeA.— The firing in the cibr jnesterday was 
•consequent iqwn some persons having taken ref- 
uge with the KuzKilba&hes, who refused to give 

^them upi, as beinscontrary to the Affghan rules 

•^of hospitality. There has been more figh|ing 
I among themselyes to dsj; 

The latest report is that the Ghilzyes, and 
^.Kohistanees, ana all the people who come ii:om 

: a distance, are anxious to return to their own 
.homesj finding that there is no more plunder to 
be had, and sundry hard knocks being all that 
they are likely to obtain. However, they have 
^becn requested to stay for a few days, just to see 

.^bow the Chaoney is^akiens when the guns arrive 



from the Kohistan. These same guns cannot 
be very formidable, for they are said to have 
been spiked at Charikar; and, moieover, the 
carriages are broken down— all split at the ele* 
rating screw. 

The enemy are now talking of patching camps 
on the other side of the hills towards 3ie lake^ 
and also on the'Siah Skmg «heamping groand. 

There was a report to day that a large foi>ce' 
was coming in with the guns, for which the reb- 
els have sent the king's elephants. In conse- 
quence of this report, and another that the enemjr 
had taken possession, of a fort in our rear, sis 
companies of infantry and two troops, of hocse 
were sent out, but onJy a few stragglea were t» 
be seen; and the forts were all peaceably occu- 
pied by women and children as usual. 

Camels and tattoos, are. dying fast, and the air 
is most unpleasantly scented at times. 

It is now rumonted that the reason Side's bri- 
gade does not come up is, that the two r^;imen»> 
refuse to do so. This I do not beUeve; they- 
may have been annoyed at the thoughts of re~ 
turning ; but I will, never believe they refuse to 
aid us in our 0xtremiQr,.if they .hare the power 
to do so : and I consider the report to be of a 
pieae with Brigadier Shelium's expression that 
Sale's brigade was safe and would keep so. 

Nooreddin Khan (the chief of the Jan Baz, 
who so nimhljT have found their way to Cabul> 
was the son of an old servant of Shah Shoojah's^ 
In consequence of the father, having been faith- 
ful to him through his misfortunes, the king waa 
anxious to provide for the son, and gave him tho 
command of the Jan Baz. On Nooreddin's ar-* 
rival, ConoUy sent him a message reproachiae 
him for the ingratitude of his conduct, to which 
the yoong scamp replied, that all he could prein^ 
ise in our favour was a safe retreat from the 
countiy! 

The Ghoorka oorps is said to be entirely cut 
up, and we have no longer any hopes of Rose'f 
or Grant'e 'cseape. The apaen are said to ^ftve 
been disgusted at having persons placed over 
them as native officers, wi^o were raised. at the 
same time as themeelv^, and who ife» not o^ 
higher caste; 

We have as yet nonewe Aom Candahar, from 
whence we expect to hear of a similar, ilshtg t» 
that here.. 

Walker B^ooeeded in throwing a^imunitiou 
into the B^ Hissar earij this morning, as also 
30,000 rupees, eaah horseman carrying a small 
bag of coin. 

To-day part of the ammunition was removed 
into Westmacotl'a house j some put under shed«» 
and the rest i^ifas left in the square : it seems 
th«re was foar of its being blown up by the ene* 
my! 

2l5^.— The enemy uncommonly quiet; said t^ 
be employed ;in manufacturing powder and shot, 
and hammering such of our shot as they pick up 
to fit their guns. 

Some servants of Skinner's have gone to the 
Bala Hisaar to Conolly; th^y report that their 
master is still safe in the city. Cfaptain Drum* 
mond is under Zeman Shah Khan's protection. 

Shumsuddeon Khan is said to be dying of hie 
wounds. 

At dinner-tame Brigadier Shelton sent to Mn 
Eyre, stating that the envov had information 
that 60,000 foot and 10,000 horse were, coming 
to set fire to our maga^nes with red-hot balls I 
How these balls were to be conveyed here red- 
hot is a mystery, as the ei^emy have no bauery 
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to enct ftomaces in : but nothing is too ridicu- 
lous to be believed ; and really any horrible stonr 
vould be sure to be credited by our panic-struck 
garrison. 

It is more than shocking, it is shameful^ to 
hear the way that officen go on croaking before 
t^e men: it is sufficient to dispirit them, and 
prevent their fighting for us. 

There is said to be a kind of republican coun- 
cil in the city, composed of twelve chiefs, to 
whom the people at present pay obedience. I 
wonder what the new king, Zeman Shah Khan, 
and his Wuzeer thinks of this new power. 

A man of Warburton's artillery has deserted, 
as also a havildar of Hoskins's regiment ; the 
latter was received by Zeman Shah Khan with 
great honour, and told that all good Mussulmans 
were welcome. A house and shawls were given 
to him. 

Our useless expenditure of ammunition is ri- 
diculous. At the captured fort last night the 
garrison popped away 350 rounds at shadows, 
probably ot themselves : however, we have 
plenty of it: 13 lakhs made up, and 900 barrels 
of powder, shot, bullets, &c., m store in profu- 
sion; 

Shelton croaks about a retreat; and so much 
is openly said of our extremity, that were we 
obliged to fall back on Jellalabad, it is more 
than probable that there would be much deser- 
tion among the Mussulmans. 

It is difficult to ascribe the just cause to the 
inactivity of the enemy: if they feared us, they 
would disperse ; and if they mean to starve us, 
why do thev allow us to get in supplies in the 
quantities they do 1 That something is in agi- 
tation there can be no doubt; and the most 
plausible idea is, that the enemy think that by 
keepiBg us on the alert so long for nothing, that 
we shall all relax in our vigilance, and give 
them an opportuni^ to attack the cantonments 
with 0acce$s< 

Sloit has i&'vaki vogmtedlhat a pickei of 
infantry and cftTalzy, inu a eimpJi a guns, bi 
^ent at daybreak up the hill towfods Siah Sung, 
TO cut Off the sup^ies we see daily going into 
the town. 

By purchasing them, we misht induce the 
people to supply us largely, am at all events 
prevent the enemy obtaining them. I have no 
patienceVith those who say, " Oh, it is not ot- 
tdh, it is only charcoal.'' liow our foes requdiie 
charcoal as JBUch as we do food, for they can- 
not make their ^npowder without it ; and wood 
is v^ry scarce in the city, for the poor people 
who used to bring it on donkeys have ceased to 
do so, lest it should be taken for nothing. 

2^. — At two o'clock this morning Walker 
took the bedding for the artillery to the Bala 
Hissar. 

This being considered a propitious day, the 
enemy lined the heights towaros the lake. A 
party was sent to occupy the friendly villi^ of 
Behmaru; but, as usual, delay was the order of 
the day, and it was deferred until the enemy 
had taken possession, though not in great force. 

On the troops arriving there under Major 
Bwayne, of the 5tb, the enemy evacuated it : he, 
instead of allowing the men (as they themselves 
wished) to enter the village, kept them under 
hedges firing pot shots, on which the enemy re- 
occupied the position. The force sent out was 
one horse artillery gun, one mountain train dit- 
to, one ressalah of Anderson's horse, one ditto 
Walker's, one ditto 5th cavalry, 400 5th N. I. j 



the whole under Major Swayne, 5th N. L la 
the evening a re-enforeement was sent of the oe- 
mainder of the 5th, under Col. Oliver. Lieut; 
Eyre wounded severely in the hand. The troops, 
returned, having done nothing. 

The Ghil^e chiefs say ttey have sworn oi^ 
the Koran to fight against us ; and so they mus& 
fight, but that they will not fight hard. This is 
what they have told Sir WilUam through theiK 
emissaries. He is trying to treat with all par* 
ties : but the sanctity of an oath is evidently but. 
little regarded; and what iluth can we put in. 
their assertions 1 ; 

We have just heasd that Capt. Woodbnm/. 
with 130 men, returning to India, was enticed 
into a fort at Shekoabad, a few marches on thi» 
side of Ghuznee, where they swore on the Ko^ 
ran to be our f):iends, and where the whole party 
were massacred. Poor Woodbum was repr&^ 
sented as a strong man, who took four or five 
Golees to kill him I There is a repoit to-day> 
that two regiments coming fiom Candaharhave^ 
been cut up. i 

Grand dissensions in military councils. Higb 
and very plain language has been this day umcL 
by Brig. Shelton to Gen. Elphinstone ; and peo-'- 
ple do not hesitate to say that our chief shoukk 
be set aside : a mode of proceeding reeotamend- 
ed a fortnight ago by Mr. Baness, the merchant. 

The poor general's mind is distracted by the 
diversity of opinions ofiered; and the great bod- 
ily ailments he sustains are daily ettfeebliDg.thec 
powers of his mind^ He has lost two of his 
best advisers in Paton and Thain; the form^p 
confined by his wound, the latter declining to» 
ofier advice, from disgiut at its beii^ generally^ 
overruled, by the counsel*, of the la^t speaken 
being acted on. 

There is much oeprehensible cioaking goingi 
on ; talk of retreat,, and consequent desertion oft 
our Mussulman troops, and the confoaion likely 
to taJka pkMje oonaeqiicat thcnon. All this 
malraa a lac imptoaslon on die men* Oar aol* 
diexy iika u> eee the offleeis bear their pan in 
privation ; it makes them more cheerful ^ but ia 
goinirtbe^ rounds- at nij^ officers are sddonv 
found wiChithe men. There are those tkatal^^ 
ways stayat theiff posts on the ramparts, and 
the* men appreciate- them as they.deserve. To 
partionlarize them would be too oeenly marking* 
the rest; but dieir* names will, I trust, be re- 
membered to their honour and advantage here** 
afler. Among these, Capt. Bygrave, the pay-i> 
master-general, was conroicuous: he never 
slept away from his post (the battery near his 
house) for a single ni^t, and took his full sham 
of fatigue, without adverting to his staff ap- 
pointment. '! 

Col. Oliver is one of the great croakers. On ^ 
being told by some men of his corps, with rreat^ 
jee, that a certain quantity of grain had oeeny 
brought in, he replied, ** It was needless, for 
they would never live to eat it." Whatever we 
think ourselves, it is best to put a good face on 
the matter. ' 

The enemy are erecting sungahs on the 
heights above Behmaru. > 

33rf.--We had firing of one sort or other < all 
night. From the Bala Hissar they were shell; 
tng the city, and there was much firing from 
oar ramparts. < 

At about two in the morning, in consequence 
of a resolution arrived at the* preceding evening 
to submit no longer to the insults of the enemy 
(who, by 9ccupying Behmaru, ^eatly aanoyei|^ 
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oar foraging parties, and almost precladed oar 
attempting to drive ihem off the hill immediate- 
ly above that village, whither they were accus- 
tomed to resort in great numbers lor the purpose 
of bravado, and also probably to prove our 
strength or weakness), Brig. Shelton marched 
out <» cantonments with seventeen weak com- 
panies : I believe many of them did not must^ 
above forty men. Those from the 44lh were 
under the command of Major Swayne of the 
5th N. L ; those from the 37th and Shah's 6th, 
under Major Kershaw of the 13th. All the 5th 
were employed under their own colonel (Oliver). 
One squadron of regular cavalry, and two de- 
tachments of irregular horse; one six-pound 
gun under Sei^. Mulhall, and 100 sappers and 
miners under Lieut Laing. 

This force ascended the hili immediately 
above Behmaru, dragging the gun with them 
with great difficulty, and thence up on the knoll 
overhanging the village. From hence they per- 
ceived that the village was in the possession of 
the enemy, who were discernible as they slept 
around their watch fires. A few rounds of 
grape lh>m the gun quickly aroused them ; and 
they sought cover in the houses and towers. 
ih>m which they replied to our cannonade and 
musketry hy a sharp and pretty welKsustained 
fire of juzails. Both officers and men were 
most anxious to be led against the village, to 
take it by storm, but the brigadier would not 
hear of it ; and our men were helplessly exposed 
to the fire from behind the walls, which the en- 
emy quickly loopholed for that purpose. After 
watting until day dawned, and losing the op- 
portunity of takmg the enemy by surprise, a 
party was ordered under Major Swayne of the 
oth, who, instead of at once leading his men 
^ , through the principal entrance into me village, 
' went to a small kirkee, which he reported him- 
aelf unable to force, though this was aiterwaid 
done by a few men poBing it down with theii 
hands and kickingr at It; and, ailer remainzng 
there a considerable time, came back, having 
lost several ^his men killed and wounded. 

The enemy (as daylight dawned) were seen 
Idavine the village in small parties : to cut these 
offj walker was sent down to the plain, on the 
northwest side of the hiil leading to the lake, with 
his irregular horse. At this time \sLrge bodies of 
the enemy were descried aseendinff the hill, near 
the road by which they used to issue from the 
city, and separated frcuu that occupied by our 
troops only by a narrow gorge leading to the 
plain and lake beyond. To meet and oppose 
these, Brig. Shelton, leaving three companies of 
the 37th, under Major Kershaw, to maintain 
their original position, marched the remainder 
of the force along the ridge towards the gorge, 
taking with him also his solitary gun ! 

I had taken up my post of observation, as 
usual, on the top of the house, whence I had a 
fine view of the field of action, and where, by 
keeping, behind the chimneys, I escaped the bul- 
lets that continually whizzed past me. Brig. 
Shelton having brought forwara skirmishers to 
the brow of the hill, formed the remainder of his 
infantry into two squares, the one about 200 
yards in rear of the other, the intervening space 
being crammed with our cavalry, who, from the 
nature of the ground, were exposed to the full 
fire of the enemy without being able to act them- 
selves. 

The number of the enemy's footmen must have 
been upward of 10,000 (some say ^15,000), and 



the plain, on the N.W. of the hills, was swept 
by not less than 3000 or 4000 Afighan cavalry, 
whose rapid advance obliged Lieut. Walker t»« 
retreat up the hiil, by which the enemy were en* 
abled to throw fresh reinforcements and ammu- 
nition into the village of Behmaru ; a curcuma- 
stance which Tendered it diffietdt for him to hokL 
hisground. 

The fight continued till about 10 o'clock, by 
which time our killed and wounded became very^ 
numerous. In spite of the execution done by 
our shrapnell, the fire of the enemy told consid- 
erably more than ours did, from the superioritjr 
of their jusaiU and jingals over our muskets. 

They also fought from behind sungahs and 
hillocks, while our men were perfectly exposed ^, 
our troops also labouring under the disadvantage 
of being drawn up in souare, from an apprehen-^ 
sion ofan attack fVom tne Affghan cavalry. 

The vent of the gun became too hot for the ar« 
tillerymen to serve it. 

At this time, that is at about half past 9 or 10^ 
a party of Ghazeeas ascended the orow of the 
hill, by the gorge, where they planted three standi 
ards close to each other, a r^, a yellow, and a 
green one. It is possible that the brigadier might 
not have seen their advance ; but when they had 
nearly attained the summit, they had an evident 
advantage over us, as their shots generally told 
in firing up at our men, whose persons were- 
wholly exposed, while only a few of their heads - 
were visible to our troops, and the odd fault of 
firing too high most probably sent aU our shots 
harmlessly over their heads, for to hit them it- 
was requisite to fire on the ground. When they^ 
fairly appeared above ground, it was very evi- 
dent that our men were not inclined to meet 
them. Every field-glass was now. pointed to tho 
hill with intense anxiety by us in cantonments,, 
and we saw the officers urging their men to ad- 
vance on die enemy. Most conspicuous wero- 
Mackintosh, Laing, Troup, Mackenzie, and 
Layton; who, to enecnrage the men, peJtM the 
Ghazeeas with stones as they climbea the hilli. 
and, to do the fanatics justice, they returned the 
assault wiUi the same weapons. Nothing would 
do— our men would not advance, though this 

{)arty did not appear to be 150 in number. At 
engUi one of -the Ghazeeas rushed forward, wa- 
ving his sword over his head: a Sipahee of the 
37th darted forth and met him with his bayonet ; 
but instead of a straight charge he gave him a 
kind of side stroke with it, and they both fell, 
and both rose again. Both were killed eventu- 
ally; the Ghazeea was shot by another man. It 
was very like the scenes depicted in the battles 
of the Crusaders. 'The enemy rushed on : drove 
our men before them very like a flock of sheep 
with a wolf at their heels. They captured our 
gun. The artillerymen fought like heroes : two^ 
were killed at the -gun j Sergeant Mulhall re- 
ceived three wounds ; poor Laing was shot 
while waving his sword over the gun and cheer- 
ing the men. It was an anxious sight, and made 
our hearts beat: it lasted but for a few minutes. 

(Brig. Shelton says, that when our men ran, 
he oidered the halt to be sounded, at which the 
troops mechanically arrested their flight, and fell 
into their places!) 

They ran till tney gained the second square, 
which had not broken ; and the men finding a 
stand, turned about, gave a shout, and then the 
Ghazeeas were, in their turn, panic-struck, aban- 
doned the gun, but made off with the limber and' 
horses. 
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On this we retook the gun without resistance. 

One of the artilleiymen had a wonderful escape: 

iie had dung on to, and under the wheels, ana 

jiever quitted it. Once more in our possession, 

the gun was instantly re-opened on the enemy; 

but oar men had an antipathy to the brow of the 

hill, and would not advance as quickly as they 

might have done, until some successful shots 

>ih>m the^gon, and three splendid ones which 

were made by Sergeant Wade firom the Kohis- 

tan Oate ; one of which struck AbdooUah Khan's 

horse, and caused him to fall off, on which the 

people surrounded their chief, and were occupied 

Im carrying him off; they fled to the other niU,, 

and I oeUeve never stopped until they got into 

the city. All appearing to be over, I hastened 

home to get brealkfast ready for Sturt, every one 

.supposing that the enemy were routed, and that 

Brig. Shelton was coming back with the troops. 

. At this time I was standing on the ramparts, 

and heard the envoy, in my presence, asK the 

^general to pursue the flying troops into the city, 

which he refused, saying it was a wild scheme, 

.and not feasible. 

Had Shelton returned to cantonments, or 
irthrown his force into Behmaru, ail had gone 
well, and we had remained masters of the field. 

The enemy had, as I before mentioned, a large 
^ody of cavalry on the other side of the hill, on 
whom our men kept firins. 

At about half past twelve, just as we had fin- 
'isbed our \breakiast, the enemy gradually came 
up the hill \ and their fire was so severe that our 
men in square could scarcely fill up the gaps as 
4heir comrades fell, and our whole force, both 
horse and foot, were driven down the hill, and 
our guEt captured — a regular case of sawoe ^i 

All would have been sacrificed but for four 
r circumstances; first, a well-directed fire kept up 
firom the Mission Compound by part of the 
Shah's 6th. A charge made by Lieut Hardy- 
man, with a fresh troop of the 5th cavalry, f>eing 
joined in it by Walker, who had collected about 
twenty of his irregulars. It «vaa in goins too 
far across the plain, in driving the Affghan norse 
'back towards the hills, that poor Walker receiv- 
ed his mortal wound in the abdomen. Major 
' Swayne was wounded in the neck while in the 
■square. A party of about fifty of Mackenzie's 
. Juzailchees, under Capt Trevor, lined some low 
walls on the plain in front of and to the left of 
'ihe old Musjeed, whence they kept up a steady 
'discharge. Two of these men, seeing a wound- 
ed Sipahee wave his arm for help, gallantly 
daslBBQ into the midst of the enemy, and brought 
ii'him off. 

Perhq>s the greatest safeguard of our troops 
was the conduct of Osman Khan, who suddenly 
-stopped the pursuit and led his men back. 

Perceiving our defeat on the hill, the troops at 
the captured fort, and those at the Musjecf^ de- 
•serted their posts, and were with dif&culty per- 
suaded to eo back to them. The troops all 
scuttled back as hard as they could. The Gen- 
«eral went outside the gate (and took great credit 
' to himself for doing so) to rally them, as he 
-called it: but there was little chance of doing 
that while they were under our walls. I was 
amused at hearing him say to Sir William, 
"Why, Lord, sir, when I said to them *Eyes 
right,' they all looked the other way." 

Oar friends in the Bala Hissar did not tamely 

look on. Conolly got the King to order eight 

«of his suwars to go and give information to Sir 



William of their having observed a body oi' 
5000 men passing round to the back of Beh- 
maru; and afterward his Majesty ordered the 
whole of the Ressallahs and 100 Juzailchees to 
go on to the Siah Sung hill, fuid try and create 
a diversion in our favour, by drawing away 
some of the troops who were engaged with ours 
on the Behmaru hill. It certainly had some 
effect; for, immediately on their forming on the 
sumniiL a large body or men, under Mahommed 
Shah Khan, a principal Ghilzye chief, sallied 
out from Mahmood Khan's fort, and advanced 
to the attack, which now, however, they were 
not imprudent enoucrh to await, but immediately 
took to flight By desire of the Wuzeer, Lieut. 
Melville was then sent out with a party of 
Juzailchees, 'and five sections of N. I., to keep a 
body of them in check who had boldly advanced 
within gunshot of the Bala Hissar: but, afler a 
little skirmishing, the enemy retired to the Siah 
Sung hill. 

The Affghans appear to have but one plaa 
of attack. They go up the farther hUl to the 
extreme left near the city, and spread along the 
ridge, and the horsemen conduct the infantry to 
the gorge. The horsemen then, some of them, 
come up with the infaatiy to the brow of the 
right hiU, the larger body of horse going behind 
it ; this they did the second time in one day. 

Shelton, in taking up his position, as before 
described, had both his flanks exposed, as also 
his rear. The men were formed in two laige 
squares when attacked by infantry, and in these 
squares were men of different regiments all 
mixed up together: they had never been prac- 
tised to it : no man knew his place. 

While in this square, a reward of ten rupees 
was offered by the Brig^ier to the first man 
who volunteered to go with him to take the 
enemy's flag in the gorge ; Captain Mackenzie 
shouted 100 for the flag. After some hesitation, 
a havildar of the 37th came forward ; but, as no 
other followed him, he was told to return to his 
place. The enemy then came on, and the whole 
square rose simultaneously and ran. The 44th 
had, I believe, fifty-eight wounded ; the loss oi 
the 5th I did not ascertain; the 37th had eighty 
killed and ten wounded. Oi officers. Col. OUv^, 
Capt. Mackintosh, and LieuL Long, were kill- 
ed; Walker mortally woundedj Swinton, Evans, 
Major Swayne, Hawtrey, Bott, and Mackenzie 
wounded. 

The three companies of the 37th, that were 
out under Major Kershaw, suffered severely:- 
they were among the last to leave the hul. 
The grenadier company returned with only a 
Naick and two men4 

The misfortunes of the day are mainly attrib- 
utable to Shelton's bad generalship in taking 
up so unfavourable a position, after his first 
fhult in neglecting to surprise the village, and 
occupy it, which was the ostensible object of 
the force going out. 

Had he remained above Behmaru, he might 
have retreated into and occupied that place, in 
which the enemy had but &w men at nrst, and 
who might have been easily dislodged. Sheltoa 
tries to lay all the blame on the Sipahees. He 
says they are timid, and that makes the Euro- 
peans timid also; but he has been told some 
home truths. On asking Capt. Troup if he did 
not think that the 44th had behaved nobly, that 
officer plainly told him, he considered that all 
had behaved shamefully. 

The troops certainly were wearied out; an6^ 
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liaving been but since two in the morning, it \ 
appears wonderful to me that at half past twelve 
they were not too weary to run; however, they 
hsid one great inducement to do so. Osman 
Khan was heard by our Sipahees to order his 
men not to fire on those who ran, but to spare 
them. A chief, probably the same, rode roiJnd 
i^ezsfaftw three times, when be was compelled to 
nm with his men ; .he waved his sword over his 
head, bnt never attempted to kill him ; and Cant. 
Trevor says, his li& was several times in the 
;|)ower of the enemy, but he also was 8i>ared. 

Another great fault committed was in taking 
'.cEnly one gun ; a second would have supported 
the first: with only one, as soon as it was fired 
kthe enemy could rush upon it; as they did. 

The enemy assembled on the Siah Sung hill, 
>nnd attacked eighty horsemen sent in with letters 
by the King ; they proved to be fcom Jellalabad. 
'Our people at &rst fired on the sikhs, but for- 
tunately did no harm. The enemy's cavalry 
•then came down the Siah Sikng hill, and escort- 
*td ^eirinfantry into the forts beyond the river, 
which we had dismantled a few days since. 
Our tzoops were in by two o'clock; before five, 
inot an enemy was to be seen, and our people 
were out searching for the dead. The magazine, 
t>eiBg dropped within range of our guns, was safe, 
4md has been brought in. AbdooUah Khan is 
:«apposed to hav« been killed. No particular 
news from Jellalabad, where all was going on 
^well. Inhere was no l^ter for me; but Law- 
tence came to tell me that Sale was well, aod 
Cbusy getting in provisions, 

24^.-- A letter has come in, supposed to be a 
sfofged seal, from Zeman Shah Khan : it has 
been cautiously and courteously replied to. 

A person has come in from Osman Khan 
:(who is a nenhew of the Ameer Dost Mahom- 
med) and Shumshir deen Khan, offering us 
>te]:mts: they propose that we should leave the 
•country, giving hostages that we will send the 
Dost back to them. They say that they do not 
wish to harm us, if we will only go away; but 
that go we must, and give them back the Dost ; 
that Mahommeu; Akbar Khan (his son) will be 
here to-morrow with 6000 men; and that, if we 
4io not com? to termsi they will carry the canton- 
ment ; and that they are ready to sacrifice 6000 
.men to do so. 

What Sir William and the General's council 
<*of war (Shelton, Anquetil, and Chambers) mean 
to do we know not ; but our situation is far fix>m 
.pleasant. 

Gren. Elphinstone has written ta the Envoy to- 
^ay, requesting him to negotiate with the ene- 
my, in consequence of the impossibility of our 
.^oing to the Bala Hissar, and Shelton concurs 
in opinion, that we cannot fight our way in: 
.also stating we have upward of 700 sick, and 
(^the scarcity of provisions. 

Lastnight, an attempt was made to dismantle 
(the bridge leading towards Siah Sung,- which 
rsttcceeded partly: it is now made a flying- 
"bridge. 

Sturt proposed to 41estroy the Rikabashees' 
^Ibrt, and throw a party that was in it into the 
small fort near the bridge; but it was disap^ 
proved by the Envoy, who said he would place 
a mooUah he had confidence in, in it, as the 
'<3ten^al said he could not afibid twentf men to 
garrison it. 

A boy of the Syce order, who had been a 
prisoner twenty days, has made his escape firom 
4he city. He tells us, that Ameenoollah Khan 



of Logur is the chief who was killed by a 
grape-shot in the head yesterday. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan has directed, that 
when the cantonments are taken, the officers, 
their wives, and families^ are to be made pris- 
oners,* as hostages for his &ther. If once in 
his power, we might be safe; but these Gha- 
zeeas are fiuiattcs, and would cut us into mince- 
meat. I 

Poor Oliver's head and one hand were cut ofi* I 
when his body was found : the latter was ptob- \ 
ably done to obtain a diamond ring which he al- 
ways wore. The heads of all the Europeans 
were taken away^ and will no doubt be exhibited 
as trophies ! 

95^;^The Bfg^wigs are angry -at anything 
having transpired regarding the letters that havw 
come in from the chiefs; and say it is all a 
mistake. Be that as it ma^, a guard of honour 
was turned out, on the amval of two men who^ 
refused to parley with Lawrence and Trevor, 
and said they must see the envoy and the gener- 
al. At first they were said to be Zeman Shah 
Khan and Osman Khan; then Jubhar Khan; 
and at last it proved to be Sultan Khan and his 
private meerza. They held their conference 
with the envoy m the officer's guard-room of the 
rear gateway. 

The new king, Zemm Shah Khan^ has writ* 
ten to the envoy to say that he has accepted the 
throne, not fh>m his own wish, but to prevent 
greater ills arising^ 

There was a very long and unsatisfactory c(m- 
ference with the ambassador. He and his sec- 
retary rode sorry yaboos, and were only attended, 
by their saces. U their array was thus humble, 
their demands were sufficiently exorbitant; and 
the terms they ofiered such as could not be ao-> 
cepted, even by persons in our condition. They 
require that Shah Shbojah be given up to them, 
with his iiunily ; demand all our guns and am- 
munition; and that Gen. Sale's force should, 
move to Peshftwer before we march from this 
place. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan has arrived: we 
heard the firing in honour qt his arrival in the 
city. He is reported to have brought in. an ac- 
cession of 6000 men to the force, which was be-^ 
fore estimated at 10,000 horse and 15,000 foot. 
The new arrivals are probably Uzbeks, and not 
ihr from rabble; but even a mob may firom num- 
bers succeed a^inst us. 

The snbadar of the native vtillery has gone 
off, as also three of Skinner's horse : these men 
are said to have families in the city. 

In the evening. there was a great crowd of 
Affghans ; some hundreds of them, all armed to 
the teeth, round the cantonments. They came 
in the most friendly manner, saying all was set- 
tled, jung'i-kaiQsi The men of the 44th went 
out of caatonmeals among them unarmed, were 
shaking hands with them, and receiving cabba- 
ges fixmi themi unchecked by Lieut. Cadett, the 
officer on duty on that face, who seemed to think 
this frienidly meeting a very fine affair : however, 
the circumstance got reported, and the adjutant 
got the men in. 

This appears very like a ruse on the part of 
the enemy, to throw us off our guard, and surprise 
us. It was suggested to the adjutant to examine 
the cabbages; as it was possible that outer 
leaves might cover bladders of spirits; and that, 
having intoxicated the men, they would when 
they were drugged make an attack on us : how- 
ever, nothing suspicious was discovend. 



28 



LADY SALE'S JOURNAL 



We saw a fire on &e hill this evening, sup- 
posed to be a parly matching our movements, 
towards the Bala Hissar. 

There can be no doubt that the enemy have 
8|)ies in cantonments; and there are so many 
Affghan servants, that it is perhaps difficult to 
prevent their passing in and out 

Two men of suspicions appearance were 
prowling about the Envoy's tent, and Lawrence 
desired a chuprassy not to molest them, but quiet- 
ly to dodge them, and to report progress. This 
he did, and statexi that the men walJced all over 
the cantonment, looked at everything, and then 
walked out at the gate ! So much for surveil- 
lance. 

It is nOw said that AbdooUah Khan was 
wounded by a grape-shot on the 23d, and that 
there is no truth in the report of AmlnooUah 
Khan, of Logur, having been stabbed in a dispute 
the council regarding terms to the Feringhees. 

Poor Walker was buried to-day. He died of 
his wound last night He is greatly regretted 
irom his amiability; and, as a right gallant sol- 
dier, his loss is doubly felt in the present crisis. 

The Shah Razee (Moyen oo deen's father) 
commanded the troops in Behmarn. He says, 
had we taken possession of the village in the 
outset, the day would have been ours on (he 23d. 
We have also heard that so great was the alarm 
in Cabul, when the Affghans fled on Abdoollah 
Khan's being wounded, that the women were 
sent away out of the city in great numbers; and 
many in such haste, that they did not even wait 
to mount them on yaboos, but sent them away 
on foot, expecting to see our troops in the city 
immediately. 

Great care is taken of the firewood in store in 
cantonments, and much discontent prevails be- 
cause fires are not allowed. The Hindostanees 
feel the severity of the weather, to which they 
are exposed night and day ; and the want of fuel 
ad£^ wxxit misery to their privations in being put 
€11 rixict allowance of food. There is at this 
time a ccmplete winter stock of firing laid in ; 
added to which, on emergency, the trees of the 
X)rchard might be cut doTvti. 

Capt. Sturt was urgent, both with Gren. El- 
phinstone and Brig. Shelton, that the men might 
have fires at night to enable them to warm them- 
selves and dry their frosted clothes when coming 
off duty : but no order was given in consequence 
of his suggestions. 

36U.— Negotiations with the enemy broken off. 

Accounts received from Sale up to the 21st; 
from MsLCgregov to the 23d. The Khyberries 
up. Capt. Fenis and his family had fled, and got 
safe to Peshawer. Lieut. Mackeson was still in 
Alimusjid in rather a critical position. To-day 
the Affghans lined the hills ; some thousands of 
ihem, with many horsemen. They aHerwaid 
dame down to the plain, and we expected an at- 
tack upon the cantonments. On their nearer 
approach, thev were found to be mostly unarm- 
ed; some had sticks, some sticks with a knife 
tied on the end of them : they were merely the 
sh<^keepers, come out to look at us. The Aff- 
ghan knife is a vey formidable weapon, about 
two feet lon^, and thicker, stronger, and broader 
than a swora, and as sharp as possible. 

Some of these men went up to the breach of 
the captured fort, and asked, as the jung was 
over, if they might not return, and live there. 
And on being told, " No," they said " Very well ; 
we will go away to-day, and come again to- 
morrow, and see if we may come then." 



One well-dressed man inquired if the volnn** 
teer regiment (37th) was there ; and being replied, 
to in the affirmative, said, "I want my horse 
back that I lost the other day; have I any chance^ 
of getting it 1" 

All this coming close to our works, and spy- 
ing, cnghx to have been stopped. 

Sturt caUed out to them in Persian, and warn- 
ed them off, or he would open the guns upon 
them. Some respectable people begged, ibr 
Grod's sake, he would not do so ; for they were 
not warriors, but had come out to see sights and 
amuse themselves. 

Sturt saw a man meanly dressed on foot steal* 
ing up close to the walls, and called out " Pisk 
Burr6;" on which he raised his hand, telescope 
fashion, to his eye, and showed the end of a note. 
He was passed on to the gate, and admitted into 
cantonments : and was said to be the bearer of a 
letter from Mahommed Akbar Khan. Howev- 
er, this is denied, or even that any letter came. 

Whenever the political horizon ckars a little, 
mystery becomes the order of the day. " Out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh ;" 
and when overwhelmed with perplexity, the di- 
rectors of events here are not so close, fiowev^ 
er, events do transpire, and we know that treaties 
are on foot with the Qhilzye chiefs; though tha» 
too is denied to-day. i 

Meer Musjudee is dead. Some say he has^ 
been poisoned; others that he died in conse* 
qnence of the wounds he received last year in 
the Kohistan. A number of this chiefs followers 
have gone off with the body to the Kohistan, 
there to attend his funeral obsequies. 

A report has come to us through the enemy, 
that three regiments, from Kandahar, have got 
beyond Ghuznee, somewhere about Shecoab^ ; 
that there has been an engagement; and that,, 
though the Affghans could not conquer them,, 
they still have been able to prevent their progress. 

Sleet in the morning; and in the afternoon 
snow, which soon froze. 

27^. — We had a quiet night; and it continue 
ed tranquil till the middle of this day ; when the 
horsemen again took post on the hills, and es- 
corted infantry to the right, and down into the 
village of Behmaru, into which we threw some 
shells. 

The negotiations are now come quite to ft 
close. The enemy's demands were modest, con- 
sidering that they were the first to treat, it is saidT 
They require, in addition to giving up the Kin? 
and his family into their hands, all our guns and 
ammunition, muskets, bayonets, pistols, and 
swords. The married men, women, and chil- 
dren, to be given as hostages; and then — we are- 
to trust to their generosity! To this the Envoys 
sent a chivalrous reply— That death was prefer- 
able to dishonour— that we put our trust in the*> 
God of battles, ^nd in His name bade them come 
on. 

The King is in an awful state of alarm ; for he 
has been told that we have been making terms-, 
for our free exit from the country, paying for the • 
same five lakhs of rupee*; and leaving him to 
his fate, poor man ! He is certainly to be pitied 
(if not at the bottom of it all), fallen from his- 
high estate, and believing us to have abandoned 
him. ' ' 

Jan Fishan Khan is the only chief who stands 
by him ; and he has had his forts and properly" 
destroyed : his wives and children, he hopes, may 
have been saved by some of his neighbours y; 
but, as yet, he only knows the fate of one young; 
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■Jboy, who was burned alive. ' He had one wife 
•with him in Cabul when the insnirection broke 
out, and urged her to fly to Pughman for safety ; 
the old chief told me, her reply was worth a lakh 
of rupees, " I will not leave you ; if you fall, we 
die together; and if you are victorious, we will 
Tejoice together !" 

Some say that Mahommed Akbar Ehan is 
iiow King, and Zeman Shah Khan his Wuzeer : 
others state that the latter refuses to give up his 
lately acquired power. 

Ishmatoolah (the Akhoonzada or old moollah 
•from Kandahar, who was to have gone with Sir 
William to Boinbay), has taken himself off, 
-leaving a message for the Envoy to say that he 
'was gone to the city. A messenger was sent to 
his son, Khojeh Meer, in Behmaru ; who stated 
ihat two respectable persons came to fetch the 
'hommed Akbar Khan, who required his imme- 
•jnooUah, reporting that they did so by order of Ma- 
Hdiate attendance, as Lawrence and Trevor were 
both with him, and the Envoy coming. Whether 
the father and son are in league or not, remains 
to be proved; but this man^s secession (who was 
inuch in Sir William's confidence) has caused 
us all to be on the alert, expecting an attack, or 
mischief of some kind. * 

There was an absurd report to-day, that the 
•enemy had sent us back the gun they captured 
on the 23d, with the horses ; and the gullibility 
of John Bull was proved by many persons leav- 
ing an auction of some of the deceased officers' 
"property, to go to the Kohistan gate, and find it 
-was all nonsense. 

28/A.— Shelled the village of Behmaru, whence 
^he enemy annoyed us by firing on our yaboos 
«ent out to endeavour to procure grain. 

This day we had both rain and snow. Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan Ghilzye is come into Car 
'bul, and therefore we think there must have been 
a fight below, in which he has had the worst. 

A Hindu merchant has offered to brins grain, 
and lay it at the gate of Mahommed Shureef s 
fort in the night. We are not to speak to kis 
people; and are eventually to pay him at the 
rate of one Cabul seer for the rupee, and we are 
bound to take 200 kurwars. Also on every hnn- 
-dred maunds being delivered, we are to lay down 
a bag of 1500 rupees as a present. He says ma- 
ny would assist us, but are afraid ; that as he is 
the first in the market, he expects to make his 
Ibrtune. 

29^.~^The enemy are not showing any caval- 
ly to-day ; and there is a rumour that they have 
-gone to meet the corps coming in from Ghu2aiee 
— there was only infantiry <m the hill-side ; how- 
ever, some alarmists fancied that they were com- 
ing down, which they never do without horse- 
men : the bugles sounded, there was a great bus- 
tle, and all ended in nothing. 

We shelled Behmaru and the hill above it; 
and also the two shops close to the village, one 
on either side of "the road, where there is a little 
bridge, and the trees form an arehway. 

Ammunition was sent to the Bala Hissar. 
F The horses are hard up for grain : those for 
the artillery have not been much looked afier 
since Lieut. Waller was wounded; and one of 
them is averred to have eaten his comrade's 
tail ! That he bit it off there is no doubt. 
I 30a. Abdoollah Khan's death has, it is said, 
created some confusion in the city. While still 
living, a report was spread of his decease ; and, 
like Alexander, he mounted his horse and show- 
ed himself to his followers; but the exertion 



was too great for him, and he shortly after ex- 
pired. 

Among other political barometers, the manner 
in which persons are spoken of indicates wheth- 
er affairs are going on well or ill : just now things 
are lookingjip again. A few days ago people 
spoke of " The Macnaghtens ;" then they became 
again ''Sir William and my Lady:" and to-day 
they have left their refuge in a tent in canton- 
ments, and gone into the great house again, 
which the^ think will have a good e^ct, and 
tend to quiet people's minds. 

The politicals are again very mysterious, and 
deny that any negotiations are going on, ^. ; 
but letters come in constantly, and we know they 
are treating with the Ghilzyes. 

A new arrangement is made with Khojeh 
Meer regarding grain : formerly he received fifr 
ty rupees daily as bukshees, whether grain was 
procured or not ; now he is to have SK) rupees 
given him on delivery of every hundred knur- 
wars. 

Sturt proposes to hut the men on the ramparts, 
and give them plenty of firewood. As yet they 
are not allowed any fires, except for cooking 
their food. He also wishes to have the city 
shelled, both from the Bala Hissar and the can- 
tonments, particularly to annoy the quarter where 
the gunpowder-makers reside. 

Early this momin^^ a party of horsemen left 
the city in the direction of Bhoodkhaki and an- 
other towards the Kohistan. 

Treaty is certainly going on ; and we think 
that the confederacy, may be breaking up. Hum- 
za Khan of Tezeen is said to be sending his 
women away from Cabul, and many have been 
seen mounted on yaboos going away on the road 
leading to Bhoodkhak. 

1st December. — Mohun Lull writes that the 
enemy will show in foree to-day, and attack us 
to-morrow. The firing we heard in the night 
was an attack on the patrol, who got in safe. 

A cossid reported yesterday that he had been 
with his letter to Kelat-i-Ghilzye^ but he broueht 
no letter baok. He said that the force had left 
the place : and as he could not give any account 
of, or letters fiom Ghuanee) we suspect that he 
never went at all. 

A report to-day that the Hindu merchant had 
commenced his supplies of grain is contradict- 
ed ; but a small quantity was got in to-day. 

We sent to get some barley for our horses ; 
but the enemy were hovering about the villages, 
and prevented us. 

It is reported that the garrison at Ghnznee 
have blown up the bastions, and joined General 
Nott's force. 

More treaty going on. Firing at night, said 
to be an attmnpt to blow up the Bala Hissar 
gate, which was repulsed. A good deal of firing 
during the night, and also shelling into the town. 

2d. — ^Last night's firing was an unsuccessful 
attempt of the enemy on the Bouij above the Ba- 
la Hissar. 

I counted this morning 49 horsemen on the 
Siah Suncf Hill, who were reported to the Gen- 
eral at 300! We did not fire at them, as they 
were seen to come from Mahmood Khan's fort, 
where the Ghilzyes reside who are now treating 
with us, 

Mohun Lull's information was incorrect; the 
enemy did not show in force yesterday, neither 
have they to-day made their intended attack on 
the captured fort and that of the magazine. The 
person who succeeds in taking the latter is pron^i- 
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ised 40,006 rapees, and the rents of tlie adjacent 
lands. 

The enemy's confederacy is said to be break- 
ing up: thev are now quarrelling regarding the 
partition of power which as yet they have not. 
One says he will be chief of Cabal, another of 
JeUalabad, dec. The plan proposed for the cap- 
tare of cantonments by the enemy is, to send 200 
bildars in front to cat down the ramparts; next 
come the infantry, and then the horse. I suppose 
▼e are to stand still and kx>k on. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan is said to be vety ill. 

There is a report that a man has come in from 
Gen. Nott's camp at Uighundee, eighteen miles 
off; that the enemy had attacked him, placing 
two guns in position, both of which we are said 
to hare captured. We fear this news is too good 
to be true. These reports aie disseminated by 
the enemy ; and the onlr motive to which I can 
attribute them is a wish to lull us into security 
by reports of aid coming to us. until starvation 
prompts acquiescence, in their demands, be they 
what they may. 

A man of the Ghoorka corps has come in. 
He says the men are wandering up and down 
the country, and that some have taken refuge in 
forts; that poor Rose, in a fit of despair, put an 
end to his existence by shooting himself; and 
that Dr. Grant, when he last saw him, was 
wounded in the leg. 

Ishmatoolah is said to be imprisoned in the 
city. 

The Parsee merchant is also in prison until he 
pays a ransom of 10,000 rupees: his property 
has all been 'taken away. 

The people of the city are said to be discon- 
tented. Tney have no firewood; the people who 
used to bring it in are afraid to do so lest they 
should be plundeied. 

3^.— The attack intended for yesterday has 
been postponed to to-day, we hear; but there 
seems to be little likelihood of one. 

Khojeh Meer says that he has no more grain ; 
we only got 50 maunds in to-day. He also says 
that the moollahs have been to all the villages, 
and laid the people under ban not to assist the 
English, and that consequently the Mussulman 
popalation are as one man against us. He sajrs 
he expects himself to have to run for his life to 
Pcshawer whenever we go away. Khojeh Meer 
has a difficult part to play : his pecuniary gain 
in siding with us is great; but being the father- 
in-law of Musjudee, who married the Khojeh's 
daughter, he or course lets the enemy occupy the 
village whenever they please. As far as we are 
individuaUy concerned, Khojeh Meer has been 
very civil to us : he sells us grain whenever we 
can managb to send an Afl^han servant on a ya- 
boo to purchase it. Stort has been kind to the 
man^ and he evinces his gratitude by writing to 
say that he will get us what supplies he can. 
Much more grain might have been procured, had 
we not foolishly tried to drive hard bargains with 
Khojeh Meer. It has been intimated to the En- 
voy that the enemy's troops, who lately got one 
rupee daily for each horseman, and eight anas 
for each foot-soldier, have not nad any pay for 
four days, and that they are grumbling at it. 

We saw a party leavmg Cabnl towards Bhood- 
khak with two women on one horse riding with 
them. 

A cossid came in from Jellalabad; no letter 
for me. He had been detained five days in the 
city, and his intelligence only reached to the 21st 
Khojeh Meer says that the villages to our rear 



(from whence the 'grain was brought to Behm»>' 
ru) are occupied; and that the only place which^ 
could have given us grain, and where we might 
have obtained six months' supply, was Khojeh 
Rewash, which is at present occupied by Secun* 
du Khan with 500 men. 

In the evening about sev'en o'clock there was 
firing on the southern face, and towards the 
Magazine fort, wliich continued until past tc^i 
o'clock. The enemy appeared to be trying to 
mine that fort, and Slurt saw about ten men close 
np under the walls of it. | 

The enemy seem to be on the alert; however^ 
there was no firing at night of any consjequence^ < 
we shelled the city from the Bala Hissar as usual. 

Orders were this day issued, that the arms and 
accoutrements, disciplme. &c., of the various- 
corps, should be attended to ! Consequent on 
this order, the 5th have been very busy cleaning^. 
their musket-barrels---a most unusual exertion. 
The arms used to be placed against the rampart,, 
and of course the barrels were rusty and the pow- 
der damp. ' 

A committee is ordered to assemble to-morrow 
to value sdl useless horses in the Bazar, which, 
are to be destroyed ; so there will be plenty of 
cheap meat, as tattoos and camels have for some- 
time past been eaten: even some of the gentle- 
men ate camel's flesh, particularly the heart,, 
which was esteemed equal to that of the bullock- 
I never was tempted by these choice viands; s<;f' 
cannot ofier an opinion regarding them. i 

Brig. Shelton aent to tell Sturt that one of the 
bastions of the captured fort was on fire, and to - 
request he would send bildars to dig the place- 
and lav on fresh earth. He went accordingly to^ 
.see what was the matter, and came back very 
angry, as the guard had been burning the defen* 
ces he had put up. 

4£A.— Two chiefs have been treating with the- 
King: th^y propose that he throws off the Feria- 
ghees, on which they will render their allegiance 
to him. His Majes^, however, thinks it unsaie 
to break with us. Gen. Nott's brigade is now 
supposed to be at Shekoapad, about six marches 
from Cabul. The enemy assembled in numbers 
on the heights, and planted two guns in the 
gorge; from which they discharged 144 shot at 
us (said to have been scored on the wall of the 
Mission Compound). They had three other 
guns out, whicti were placed on the road behind 
a trench they had dug, and a kind of breastwork 
they had thrown up across the road, hear the^ 
Shah Bagh. 

In front of this they had another for their men 
to fire from behind it Another party took po$C 
in the Nullah, near the bridge going to Siah 
Sung. A man mounted on a gray horse came- 
down, apparently to see if they were properly- 
posted: he had a. foot man with him. A shot was- 
taken at the latter, who, being beyond its range, 
ran a few yards backward and forward, dancing,, 
jumping, and cutting capers in derisioa. 

Just as it was gett^ dark the fight commenced 
in earnest : the enemy made a rush at the cap- 
tured fort. They had placed a bag of powder at 
the wicket, and must have been greatly astonish- 
ed at finding it produced no effect in consequence, 
of Sturt having filled the place up. 

They were received with a sharp fire, which 
was kept up for a long time, both of musketry and 

funs. Lieut. Cumberland, of the 44th, was on* 
uty there with 100 men. He sent for a re-enforce- 
ment, and Sturt took fifty men to him under a 
heavy fixe. (Observe the wisdom of unneces- 
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sarily risking tlie life of our only engineer offi- 

lik)twithstanding that the enemy opened five 

tons on us, our loss was very trimng : as yet I 
ave heard only of one man, an artilleryman, 
killed : and a sergeant of Sturt^s (Williams) was 
wounded while digging with the sappers. A few 
horses and camels were killed, as also one or 
two camp followers in the Mission Compound. 

Some of the cannon shot went clean over the 
cantonments (those fired from the gorge) : one 
fell between the legs of Mr. Mein's mule in 
3turt's compound, near the rear gate, without 
doing any damage. 

To-day Sturt came home with his clothes sin- 
ged, having been nearly blown up by an explo- 
sion of powder in one of the battenes, when a 
man got his pouch ignited by the port-fire; he 
was much hurt; at 10 o'clock the shots were 
drppping quickly. 

I can scarcely believe that this is the grand at- 
tempt at capturing cantonments ; and, therefore, 
am ejf:pecting another, and wish it may occur by 
daylignt. 

The enen^'s idea of blowing open a gate is 
excellent. They filled the bag with powder, ap- 
plied and lighted a slow match, and then threw 
}t at tl^e gatis ! so that, when it exploded, of course 
it did no harm. 

Sffi.^^The enemy assembled in small parties 
on the Siah Sung Hill; also, but not in great 
force, on the other hills. 

; In the morning they attacked a foraging party 
sent by the cavalry, and surrounded them in a 
fort. At length they took an oath on the Koran 
not to hurt them ; and a trooper, notwithstanding 
the remonstrances of the rest, came out ; he talk- 
ed with them, shook hands with them, and they 
seemed very friendly. They then desired the 
camp followers to come out; but they distrusted 
them, and called to the trooper to return to them ; 
as he was doing so they shot him. The grass- 
cuttiers had among them one old musket, with 
which they shot two of the enemy; farther oper- 
ations were suspended by the arrival of a re-en- 
forcement, when the enemy disappeared instant 
ier. 

Some ottah has been said to have been drop- 
ped at the Musjed; but this has been contradict- 
ed, and I beUeve no grain has been brought to- 
day. 

The chief of Khojeh Rewash says that we 
must send a force, to make it appear that we 
force it from him; and then he will sell us grain. 

The proprietor of Kella Bolund offers 1000 
kurwars of grain if we will send for it, and has 
given the Envoy an order for its delivery; but 
the difficulty lies in getting at it. 

Major Kershaw has sent to announce that the 
enemy are coming out of the city gate with their 
guns. 

There has been filing aU day, and I believe 
only a bheestee of Mr. Eyre's killed, just behind 
our compound. ' 

In. the .evening, about five o'clock, there was 
very quick firing about the Bazar village. 

The enemy have burned the bridge, and com- 
menced mining one of the bastions of the captur- 
ed fort. 

A strong re-enforcement has been sent there ; 
and Sturt is gone down again, at nine at night, 
to look to its defences. 

Sturt has again to-day narrowly escaped being 
shot. The enemy seem to know and to lie in 
wait fox him, and he never shows his head above 



the rampart without a bisdl whistling close to it^ 
The Anghans arie good shots when they fire fron» 
their rests ; and as the ammunition is the proper- 
ty of each individual, they do not throw it away 
as we do ours. Their gunners appear to be in^ 
ferior, as they fired at a captured fort at a disv 
tance of 300 yards, yet did not hit it. 

6tk. — Sturt was out till one o'clock this mornr 
ing. Between- twelve and one he crept round the 
fort and got into the enemy's mine : they had 
worked in about eight feet. He blew up the 
mine, which fell in and destroyed the covered 
way they had made, and shook down part of the - 
garden wall. 

News from the Bala Hissar that the enemy - 
are evidently thinning their numbers; and a 
Ghilzye chief who has been wounded is gone- 
home. 

A cossid, who was sent by the King to Ghuz«> 
nee, has returned. He says he was stopped half 
way and put in kyde;*that during the time he- 
was a prisoner another cossid arrived, sent Uy 
AmeerooUah Khan from the Kelat-i^Ghilzye 
chiefs with a letter. This man told him that ne- 
was the bearer of a request for troops and g«ns^ 
without which they could not prevent the Ferin-- 
ghee Kin^ reaching Cabul ; and that four regir 
ments of mfantry, 100 horse, and five guns were 
already at Karabagh, two marches from Ghnz* 
nee ; that this occurred five days since (about 
the 1st). The cossid took his oath on the Ko- 
ran, before four mooUahs, to the truth of his^ 
statement; desired he might be put in prison (fn. 
which he was accommodated) : and farther be^ 
ged if the force did not arrive they would put him> 
to death ! So afier all this asseveration he was^ 
of course, implicitly believed. 

At daybreak not a vestige remained of the 
bridge ; which, however, the General is still very 
anxious to rebuild, and has sent to inquire if 
Sturt can do so. Without materials or work- 
men^ and the enemy on the spot, .it is as impos- 
sible as useless to attempt it. 

The Greneral refused to have a party stationed' 
in the small fort to defend this same bridge, and 
now it is gone. He seems more bewildered thaou 
ever, and says if the force arrives there will only 
be more mouths to eat up our provisions ; and 
we have only eight days', this inclusive ; but we- 
have not a man to send out to forage. 

The enemy were out to-day, but not in great 
force. They have got a Russian seventeen^ 
pounder of brass, which they have brought in 
from the Kohistan, and have planted it in the- 
road, near and on this side of Mahmood Khan'S' 
fort. From this they have been firing at us all' 
day, and the balls fall many of them in the gar- 
dens of Messrs. E3rre and Sturt's houses. We 
have picked up three cannon balls close to the- 
door of the verandah. 

Lieut. Hawtrey of the 37th N. I. was on duty 
at the captured fort to-day with 100 men—- for^ 
of these were of the 44th, and the rest from the 
37th. Suppose this to be the fort : ♦ a small room 

Qp stairs, to which 
there was no out- 
let, Ae window 
being blocked up 
with mud. In thss 
room were six of 
the 44th. The Afi^hans planted their crooked 
sticks, which served them for scaling ladders ; ' 
got up' by one; pulled oat the mud, and got in. 
A child with a stick might have repulsed them. 
The Europeans had their belts and accoutrementa 
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offi aod the Siptihaes the same. They all run 
away as fast as they could ! The 44th say that 
the 37tb ran first, and as thev were too weai they 
urent too. Hawtrey says there was not a pin to 
«h6ose— all cowards alike. After he was de- 
serted by the men, he himself threw six hand 
grenades before he followed them. One man of 
the 44th was an exception, and he was shot while 
assisting Hawtrey in throwing these missiles^ 

Lieut. Gray, 44th, was wounded in the arm 
earlier in the day, bv a man who climbed up and 
£red through a loophole at him: he thoughtless- 
ly left his post to return to cantonments and get 



Layton woujd like to stay there. To which 
Sturt replied, " I do not know what he would 
like, but I know that I should wish him to do 
so." Capt. Layton's courage and steadiness 
were too unimpeachable for the sneer to affect 
his character as a soldier. The Brigadier's dis- 
like to him arose from his not being a man of 
polished manners, and rather ungrammatical in 
Lis language. 

After all had gone wrong, the Brigadier told 
Sturt that he had told him to order Capt. Layton 
to remain, and appealed to the General whether 
he did not; to which Elphinstone hesitatingly 



his wound dressed ; and the men endeavoured replied yes. On Sturt saying that he neyer un- 
to excuse themselves by saying their own officer derstood such an order, and that their recoUec 



iwas not there to direct them. It was the most 
«h;uneful of all the runaways that has occurred. 
The men (all agree) were not dressed when the 
<nem^ entered. The 37th had three men left 
dead in the breach, and two were wounded, which 
certainly looks as if they had defended them- 
selves. We lost 6000 rounds of ammunition in 
this fort. 

Brig. Shelton wished that the garrison who had 
(evacuated the fort should retake it. For this 
purpose he got the men under arms as soon as 
ihey could be collected together, and kept them, 
regardless of the inclemency of the weather, with 
enow lying on the ground, until, three or four 
o'clock in the morning ; when they were event- 
dally dismissed, nothing being attempted. 

The least thing seems to-day to create alarm. 
The following note, accompamed by a six-pound 
•shot, was sent by order of Brig. Shelton to Sturt : 



" Dear Hog^ — The enemy have planted a gun 
in a bastion of one of their forts, near the road 
Jeading to the Kohistan gate of the city, and 
Jiave tSeen firing it at the Magazine fort since one 
o'clock. Two or three shots struck the rear face. 
I send you one that fell in the room above the 
gateway, after passing through the wall. 

" Yours, W. Grant." 

Gen. Elphinstone wrote again to the Envoy to- 
^y, urging him to treat for terms with the enemy. 

At near 9 A. M. Sturt left us with an intention 
x>f blowing up the captured fort, which the men 
45eem to have taken a dislike to, and to be deter- 
mined not to defend it. He had not been gone 
more than a few minutes when quick firing com- 
anenced r the enemy had come down evidently in 
fierce along the southeastern face of canton- 
snents: There was a blaze of light from Mah- 
mood Khan's fort to our rear gate : it did not 
last long, but it was a very anxious time ; for 
our northeastern portion of rampart is occupied 
by the 5th, and I distinctly heard Bygrave using 
no gentle language while he kicked the men up 
anaout of their tents. Lieut. Mein (13th) was 
also active in assisting to do the same, but with 
very little success ; though the drums beating to 
arms, and the hallooin^ and shouting for the 
'<3eneral and the Brigadier, were noise enough 
to have aroused the dead. Lieut. Deas was on 
the rear gate guard ; and had a rush been made 
-at it by the enemy, there did not seem to be any 
one to oppose them. 

Yesteraay, when Sturt was talking to the Gen- 
'cral and the Brigadier about the captured fort, 
lie mentioned that Capt. Layton commanded 
there that day, and that he wished he should re- 
main and retain it as a permanent command, it 
being a place for which an officer should be se- 
lected^ and he considered him a& well fitted for 
4he command. Shelton, with a sneer, asked if 



tions of the conversation were different from his ; 
that he would not give up his own reminiscence 
of the business ; that he (Sturt) was wide awake 
at the time ; the Brigadier lying on the floor rolled 
up in his bedding, and either really or affectedly 
half asleep. On this the general hedged off 
evasively by saying he did not think what was 
said amounted to an order! 

Now when Sturt mentioned the circumstance 
to me yesterday, I asked him whether he thought 
they would select an officer as a permanent 
commandant, and his reply was, " God knows." 
Besides, if it was to be, it would have been no- 
tified in Orders, being a decided innovation on 
the daily relief of the fort. 

" One example is as good as a million :" these 
circumstances show how affairs are carried on. 
The General, unsettled in his purposes, dele- 

fates his power to the Brigadier, and the Briga- 
ier tries to throw off all responsibility on the 
General's or any body's shoulders except his 
own; and the General is, as in the present in- 
stance, too gentlemanlike to tell him that he de- 
viates a little from the exact line, and thus takes 
on himself the evasion. 

Sturt came home quite disgusted; vowing that 
if those dear to him were not in cantonments, 
they might blow them up for what he cared. 

1 heard a piece of pnvate intelligence to-day 
—that three of the Envoy's Chuprassies and a 
Duffodar of the 4th Ressallah, with two other 
persons whose names have not transpired, are in 
connexion with the enemy; and this treasonable 
correspondence has been discovered by some in- 
tercepted letters. The men had been disposing 
of their property two days previous to the dis- 
covery. Tne three Chuprassies are in confine- 
ment, and the Envoy talks of asking the General 
for a court-martial on them. The chances are 
they will escape punishment : whereas were they 
hanged as traitors at once, it might be a useful 
lesson to others. We have a Fakir and some 
Affghans in confinement also, who are suspected 
of heing spies. 

The General peremptorily forbade the camp- 
followers trying to take away the piles of the 
bridge that remained ; so the enemy, who are 
hard up for wood, came down in great numbers, 
and did it for us. To-day we have seven days' 
provisions left. 

7^.— Sturt was anxious to take the r«:aptured 
fort; and as it appears that the men are deter- 
mined not to keep it, he proposed to blow it up, 
and to call for volunteers for that purpose. 

The 44th say they wish to wipe out the stain 
on their name, as do the 37th. Hawtrey's com- 
pany volunteer to go with him, and take it with- 
out the assistance of any other troops. 

In sending the Sipahees to that fort, the sixty 
men were taken six from each company, so that 
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•vTCTy f?w conld have had their own officer, Eu- 
ropean or native, ha'vildars, or even their. own 
^-comrades. It was certainly a particularly bad 
arrangement. 

The General wished to know from Sturt 

whether the fort was practicable and tenable ; 

at least this was the> message brought by Capt. 

'■ Bellew : to which Sturt said but one reply could 

he made-^** Practicable if the men will fight: 

tenable if they do not run away!" — but that he 

considered that the great object was to destroy 

iH: as henmore thaji donbted the willingness 

of the troops to garrison it, although daily re- 

;iifeVed. 

Objections were raised as to any other meas- 
< nres being taken tiian firing at it to batter it 
' down, which was acoeidingly done all day. The 
^^nemy showed again; but their numbers are 
* thhinmg: theyvfired at us all day; and the balls 
from the brass sev^nteen-pounder just opposite 
'«£une whizzing over and about Stmt's house and 
garden. 

Our chiefs are very anxious regarding three 
galleries that the enemy are said to be running 
Trom various points to the Bazar bastion. They 
ape said to i^re miaed 100 yards towards it 
from the captured fort. Hadjjee Mahommed, 
the famous miner fVom the Kohistan, has twenty 
<ltten with him ; and the enemy have great con- 
fidence in his skill, and have given Idxn 12^000 
Ties, 
.wonder if they paid the conquering hero of 
^e captured Ubit meir promised reward of 4000 
rupees 1 

The report is, that the AfiTghans have sworn 
on the ICoran to take the Bazar fort and the 
Magazine fort : for the latter they are to receive 
J10,000 rupees. 

The Envoy is in hopes to get in five days' 
rprovisions from the Bala Hissar. 

Mdihommed Akbar Khan Bent in, ofiering us 

(terms to go out, bag and baggage : but this was 

'before the i«rt was taken, and he will now prob- 

-ably rise in his demands, which have not trans- 

'pired. No leply has yet been given, as hopes 

are entertained of the arrival of Gen. Nott's 

force before <we are* quite starved: besides, as 

Zeman Shah Khaa has not given up the power 

to Mahommed Akbar Khan, he may not be able 

to guaranty our safety. 

fiiSA.— The first news of the day was, that the 
. ammunition- destined for the Bala Hissar during 
last night set out, eighty yaboos, escorted by 
some of Skinner's horse, under Capt. Hay: 
when they got to the camel sheds tney found 
themselves between two tires, of which, how- 
ever, but one shot hit a trooper. On the first 
shot being fired, many of the saces threw ofi* 
their loads, and galloped as hard as they could. 
■Only forty-four laden yaboos arrived : five were 
^lost altogether, with many yaboos and loads of 
private baggage ; for there was (now. .when the 
■enemy*5 suspicions were raised) aih ioea of try- 
ing to throw ammunition into the Bala Hissar, 
and of eventually endeavouring to force our way 
there j and agood deal of private property was 
attempted to be sent in with it. We did not 
send anything, expecting that our goods would 
never reach their destination. 

Had Start's wish been complied with, long 
ago we Should have been safe in th^ Bala His- 
sar, with plenty of provisions, and might have 
)iet all Afighanistan at defiance until an army 
could arrive from the provinces; 
'The orders given to the reserve last night 



were, to go to the rescue if the convoy was at- 
tacked on its return ; but as there ^as no order 
to defend the animals laden with ammunition 
when going, they waited until Brig. Shelton 
should arrive, and when, of course, it was too 
late, and all was over. 

Conolly and Jan Fishan Khan have come in, 
I believe to press the subject of our all going to 
the Bala Hissar. 

The General now says that it was Start who 
objected to the attempt on the Captured fort : 
rather an odd assertion, as he was not likely to 
object to his own proposition ! 

There is a report that the Walleo of IChool- 
loom is ooming to -our assistance. To-day there 
has been much firing in the city *, and Dr. Duff 
says he saw with a glass the people in the Kuz- 
zilbash quarter fighting from the tops of the 
houses. 

Yesterday the servants of Mr. Steer and of 
some other officers asserted that they heard dis- 
tant firing of artillery across the goige behind 
Oabul, but no one gave much credit to it. This 
morning both Sturt and Warburton heard the 
booming of very distant artillerv, and several 
other persons did the same. Ghuznee is My 
about eighty miles from us ; so that the firing 
might be from thence : but it is confidently as- 
serted that the Kandahar force must be near ; 
and three days are given as the period for their 
arrival. ^ ® 

Great anxiety, occasioned by a new mine 're- 
ported to be commenced at the mill, which Ker- 
shaw, has examined, as also Sturt and his ser- 
geants, and there does not happen to be any such 
Uiingt 

Two days since we saw a Ihneral procession, 
with about fifty followers, going away by the 
road leading towards the ground lately occupied 
by the Shah's camp. 

To-day we saw a number of laden camels and 
yaboos, and sheep, and people, all going aWay : 
they were escorted off m safety by horsemen, 
who returned as soon as they were out of sight 
•f cantonments. A number also went off to- 
wards the Kohistan; and we think the confed- 
eracy must be breaking up, as we see very few 
of- the enemy now, either norse or foot ; and the 
information ixom the Bala Hissar now rates 
their numbers at 2500 fighting men. 

A letter was sent by the General to the Envoy, 
finding fault with the site of cantonments, ad- 
verting to our want of provisions, &c. ; and also 
urgently pointing out the necessity of the En- 
voy's negotiating with the enemy for the best 
terms he could get from them. This letter was 
signed by the four members of the council of 
wa^— Maj* Gen. Elphinstone, Brig. Shelton, 
Brig. Anquetil, and Col. Chambers. Anquetil 
appended to his signature, " I cpncur in this 
opinion in a military point of view." 

9iA.— Another letter, much of the sametenour, 
from the General to the Envoy. 

Letters received from Jellalabad, but not by 
me. I wrote to Sale by the return cossid, from 
the 18th inclusive. Mackeson had thrown pro- 
visions into Alimusjid; and 400 Usutzyes were 
raising for its defence. The Afreedee's allegi- 
ance was doubtful, and they were likely on any 
reverse to become our open enemies. 

Sale had written to the Commander-in-chief 
to say that re-enforcements for this country must 
be much greater than those now on their way; 
that there must be a strong siege train, engineer 
oificezs, with all maimel—UshX inlantry, British 
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infantry, and dragoons ; and had stated that the 
whoJe coantry was in insurrection, and up 
against us. In a postscript he mentions that, on 
the day he wrote the first, they had sallied and 
entirely defeated the enemy. 

Treating is still going on. We ha\te only 
three days'provisions 1 The Ben-i-sheer is rich 
in grain. ConoUy, at the Bala Hissar, offers to 
take it with the escort, but is not permitted ; and 
to send a force from cantonments it would re- 
quire a much larger one than we can afford; the 
same misfortune attaches to Killa Bolund and 
Khojeh Rewash. 

The King wrote to say that John ConoUy and 
Jan Fishan Khan, who came into cantonments, 
must not return to the Bala Hissar last night, as 
there were Juzailchees out for the purpose of 
cutting them off. They therefore went in at five 
this morning. They got in safe, though their 
escort was fired upon. 

We had Sturt's yaboo paraded this morning, 
who did not seem to feel the smallest inconve- 
nience, notwithstanding that he had been knock- 
ed down by a nine-pounder shot yesterday. The 
ball struck the rampart and rebounded on to his 
neck, which was protected by such a mane as 
would not be believed on description, being of 
the very shaggiest of those in this country. 

At one this morning Sturt was roused up to 
examine a wall that Brig. Shelton wished to 
have puJled down, and was kept out, with Capt. 
Hawtrey and fifty men, for an hour. It proved 
to be a mare's nest, and the party were sent on a 
harassing duty for no purpose ! 

The 44th have asked for a court of inquiry, 
and it is to sit to-morrow : but there is but too 
much evidence to prove that the Europeans were 
the first to run away from the Captured fort. 
The artillerymen in the bastions all assert that 
they were so, and also the first into canton- 
ments ; and the rest of the regiment have cui, 
that company; and men are generally good 
judges of their comrades' conduct. 
. Capt. Trevor was sent by Sir William to 
meet several Ghilzye chiefs who had volunteered 
to enter into terms with him, on payment of two 
lakhs of rupees, which sum was taken by Tre- 
vor that night ; but only one person met him, who 
said that the others had seceded from the engage- 
ment, and they would not receive the money. 
They had declared that, although connected by 
marriage with Mahommed Akbar Khan, thev 
had no regard for him, and would, if Sir Will- 
iam wished it, bring his head ; but he replied, 
assassination was not our custom. 

The alarm was sounded, and at the same time 
there was a signal flying from the Bala Hissar, 
of the enemy being in force in the Shah's gar- 
den. They were making a place to fire behind ; 
from which we drove them. We had the usual 
firing all day, and dismounted one of their guns. 

Early this morning I was awakened by firing, 
proceeding from a party under a Dnffddar, in 
charge of twenty yaboos, with 100 sacks to be 
filled with grain at the Bala Hissar. They 
were fired on bv the enemy ; and came scam- 
pering back without their bags, and having lost 
six ponies. 

Capt. Hay was this daj sent with a message 
of consequence to the Kmg, attended by an es- 
cort of fijEly horse. He went out of cantonments 
at a brisk trot, and forded the river. The ene- 
my kept an excellent look-out; they were im- 
mediately in pursuit, but our party got safe into 
the Bala Hissar. It was a beautV*al sight to see 



Hay with his cap pulled down on his brows,^hi» 
teeth set, neither looking right nor left, but lead- 
ing his men with the air of a man ready and ex- 
pecting to encounter the worst, and folly de- 
termined to do his devoir. We were all very 
anxious about him, and were delighted to hear 
that he had got back safe, for they were fired on 
in returning, and ten horses without riders were 
the heralds of their return. One man only is 
missing, and we hope he may yet find his way 
in, as it is very dark, and the enemy may miss 
him. 

To avoid the enemy, they had to make a dl- 
tour out of the road some miles, and the men got. 
dismounted by their horses stumbling and fall- 
ing into ditches, &c. There was much anxiety 
relative to the purport of the message. It was 
supposed to be an urgent entreaty from the En- 
voy to the King, that the latter would come into 
cantonments for the puipose of retreating with.; 
the army to India : whatever it was, it prc^uced 
an order for the immediate evacuation of the 
Bala Hissar by our troops. 

The enemy have been busy to-day making a 
platform (said to be Id feet by 4) behind the 
Commissariat fort. 

It is surmised that this is a contrivance tO' 
cross the ditch with ; but, as that is 20 feet wide, . 
it is not likely to succeed. They ar€ said to- 
have appeared to be trying its strength by walk-~ 
ing over it. 

This day orders have been issued to deprive- 
all camp-followers that are not mustered of their 
grain rations ; but those who will take meat are 
permitted to have it in lieu. We have com- 
menced giving our servants two sheep a day^ 
Between Sturt's servants, mine, and Mr. Mein"*s 
(who is stapng with us), we muster forty, 

Sturt was told yesterday that two of his sap« 
pers were going to desert, and he had the cir- 
cumstance reported ; but the General and Capt. 
Bellew would not put them into confinement, 
because their plan being overheard was not con- 
sidered as a sufficient proof of their intentions f, 
so they ordered them to be watched ; and the 
end of the story is, that to-day they are not to be 
found. A second case of most excellent sur- 
veillance. 

11^. — Early this morning, a convoy went tO" 
and returned from the Bala Hissar, having con- 
veyed bags there to be filled with grain. 

An armistice ; and chiefs came to treat with 
the Envoy: they met on the ^lain; and while 
the negotiations (which were lengthv) were car- 
rying on, the enemy were busy tiurowing up« 
works and placing guns in position. 

A letter was received last night from Gbuz- 
nee: that place was invested; and Colonel 
MacLaren was marching up with troops, wha 
were somewhere between Candahar and that 
place. 

As we have had onfly two days' provisions^ 
terms have, been accepted. As far as I can 
learn, four political hostages are to be given — 
Pottinger, Trevor, MaoGregor, Jind Conolly- 
to ensure the- return of the Dost. 

Mahommed' Akbar Khan is to go down with 
us. They said they will give us carriage, and 
we are to be off on Tuesday. The 54m from 
the Bala Hissar are to come in to-morrow 



mommg. 



V2th. — ^The troops from the Bala Hissar have 
not come' in, at \b& desire of their chiefs ; who 
have now decided that they wish the Shah to 
remain, and only require us to go.. They wish 
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the king to strengthen their allegiance by giving 
his daughters in marriage to the chiefs^ and re- 
ceiving ours in return. 

They were anxious to have our ladies as 
hostages, but it was refused. 

The Kuzzilbashes have evenrthing to lose, 
should the Dost return, and the Barukzye power 
come in. 

13^._«Another letter from Gen. Elphinstone, 
urging the Envoy to treat with the chiefs. 

A report prevalent that it is wished the force 
should remain ; which is, however, discredited. 

The Kohistanees are in great numbers in 
Behmaru. the Shahbagh, &c.; and unless the 
chiefs take possession of the forts near^ and 
probably have a party in cantonments, they will 
certainly get in^ and loot immediately on our 
going out. 

A curious scene occurred to-day. The men 
are to leave their old muskets, and take fresh 
ones out of the magazine. Without any order 
or arrangement, the Europeans, Sipahees, and 
camp-followers all got in the midst of the stores, 
and helped themselves to whatever came in 
their way ; it was a regular scene of plunder. 

lith, — The troops left the Bala Hissar last 
night, but it was considered unsafe for them to 
come on here, on account of the lateness of the 
hour. Immediately on their getting outside the 
gate, a rush was made by Mahommed Akbar 
Khan's men, that chief wishing to seize on the 
Bala Hissar, and the person of the King. His 
majesty had the gales shut, and in so doing shut 
in the quarter gilaltl, with sotne prisoners of the 
54th. Finding that the force could not come on, 
Conolly kieltt^tied to the gate to ask to be read- 
milted) ibX which time he was saluted with a 
discharge of grape, had one horse shot under 
him, and another wounded. This was after- 
ward explained away, as bavins been Intended 
for the King's and our mutual foes: if so, they 
were not very particular as to which party they 
fired at. Our troops remained out all night 7 
and this morning had to fight their way in, 
against a mixed rabble of Ghilzyes, Logurees, 
and Cabulees. 

The bullock drivers ran away from the nine- 
pounder gun; of which the enemy took pos- 
session. They carried oflT the bullocks ; but be- 
ing near cantonments, Ijresh animals were sent 
out (it was on this side of the Siah Sung Hill), 
the gun was soon recaptured; but not till an un- 
fortunate artilleryman, who, being sick, rode on 
it, had been cut to pieces. 

Osraan Khan sent to say that if one of the 
three lakhi promised to him was sent this even- 
ing, he would send in provisions, of which we 
are in great need, having only suf&cient for to- 
day and to-morrow's consumption. In the even- 
ing three and a half lakhs were sent. 

lUh. — There is a very evident change in poli- 
tics. " The good King," as Sir William used 
to call him, is now thrown over by us, as he 
refused to deviate from his accustomed hauteur 
towards his nobles, or to admit of his daughters 
marrying the chiefs as they proposed. 

Shah Shoojah h^ also set his seal to a proc- 
lamation calling on all true Mus^men to fight 
against the Feringhees. 

A small quantity of ottah was brought in to^ 
day. 

T^egotiations are still going- on. " 

The chiefs are very anxious to hav« all the 
married men and their families as hostages for 
the Dost's $a£$ r«t)»m« 



Two days sihce the king was to have come 
into cantonments, in rather light marching or- 
der, to accompany us to the provinces. At that 
time it was decided that Osman Khan (head of 
the Barukzyes now in the country, and at pres- 
ent Vizier J should remain at Cabui j audit being 
expected tnat the expulsion of our force would 
be a scene of bloodshed and disaster, a nmnifig 
fight all the way down, Sturt said, that if he 
could see Osman Khan himself, and make his 
own terms with him for our safety and protec- 
tion in his own house, he would not object to 
being one of the hostages, and keeping his wife 
and mother with him : he authorized Capt. Law* 
rence to say as much to the Envoy. To his 
great astonishment, he heard that his name had 
been proposed to the chiefs without any farther 
communication with him, an(f with a state of 

Politics wholly different from those under which 
e would have acquiesced in the proposition. 
In the first place. Shah Shoojah is not goiig 
with our army; bat is doing all he can to raise 
a party against us, and sits at a window of fai$ 
palace in the Bala Hissar, whence he distributes 
shawls, khelluts, and bhoodkhees to the Gha« 
zeeas. In the second place, Osman Khan is one 
of the chiefs who it is now decided are to go 
down with the Envoy. 

Sturt's having talked imprudently to a friend, 
and its being taken advantage of, prevents his 
interfering in the aflfair; but / am not so tM^ 
and have represented (through friends^ to the 
.General in a military point of view that ne ought, 
to object to Sturt's Ming taken as a hostage, ea. 
the plea that, should there be anything to do on 
the way down, through the Khyber or in the 
Punjab, he is the only engineer officer we have i 
a circumstance which the G«ieral acknowledges 
escaped his recollection, but he quickly remedi^ 
the ill by writing to the Envoy on the subject^ 
and time must show the result. 

Determined not to put his wife and myself in 
the enemy's power, he wrote to the Envoy as fol- 
lows : 

" My dear Sir William, 

"Within the last hour a report has reached 
me, that myself, Lady Sale, and Mrs. Sturt, had 
been proposed to the Cabul chiefs as hostages, 
in exchange for Capt. Trevor. 

" I have a very distinct recollection of having 
told Lawrence to mention to you, that I had no 
objection to such an arrangement under certain; 
terms; but not having been made acquainted 
with the fact of such a proposition having been 
made, or farther consulted on the subject, I 
write in much anxiety to inquire if there is my 
foundation for the report^ and if there is, to be 
made acquainted with thd arrangements pjo« 
posed, under which I taki be expected to ac^i- 
esce in them as far as regards Ladv Sale and 
Mrs. Sturt; for myself, I am ready for any qir- 
cumstances likely to benefit or aid in bringing 
negotiations to a satisfacto^ conclusion. I trust 
you will ease my mind upon this point, for le- 
ports have reached me from several quarters, all 
of which are more vague than satisfactory. 
" Very truly yours, J. L. D, Sturt. 

" 15th December^ 1841. » 

This elicited a teply from Sir William, sta- 
ting that he was much hurried by business, and 
did not recollect whether Sturt's name had been 
mentioned to the chiefs or not; but it was of no 
consequence, as no ladies were to be sent as 
hostages, &c. The letter was evasive and dip- 
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out of the Bala Hissar; they passed a rope 
through one of the loopholes and let themselves 
down. They say the King has been tampering 
with them, offering to give them 15 rupees a 
jnoath, and to promote all the non-commissioned 
ofl&cers ; but that not one had accepted his offers. 
This day we bought camels at loO rapees each. 
19^.— More strange things have occurred. 
Brig. Shelton wrote privately to Mahommed 
Akbar Khan for forage for his own use, and ob- 
tained ten loads of bhoosa. He made the man 
who brought it a present (writing to Sir William 
that he wished to have a pair of pistols or a 
chogah of small value from the Tosha Khana fo 
present to a respectable native), and the present 
was sent with a bill attached to it for 30 rupees. 
On its arrival, Shelton left the room to receive 
it, and during his absence this Affghan appro- 
priated to himself a sword which had been a 
Z^h to the Brigadier from Shah Shoojah. Oil 
3iis he applied to the Envoy for its restoration, 
which brought the whole story to light ; and oc- 
casioned the Brigadier to receive an admonition 
for having, unknown to the Envoy, entered into 
correspondence with one of the chiefs. The 
General, having heard the former part of the 
above story, wrote to the Envoy to ascertain if 
he also could not obtain forage fronj Akbar di- 
rect; but Sir Wlliiam was extremely indignant 
at any attempt at correspondence being entered 
into with any of the chiefs by individuals, and 
peremptorily forbade it; having the courtesy to 
add, that he was in expectation of obtaining som^ 
for himself; of which he would permit Gen. El- 
phlnstone to have a part. 

The chiels are evidently fearful that we are 
getting in supplies to a greater extent than they 
wish. 

We had been fortunate enough to purcha&e 
some ottah and barley for our servants and cattle. 
A servant of Mahommed Akbar Khan's came 
into our verandah and wanted to take it away 
by force; but I saw what was going on, and 
called Sturt, who took him by the collar, and 
expedited his departure by a kick ; to the great 
astonishment of sundiy Affghans at such indig- 
nity being offered to the servant of a siMar. 

Snow fell again to-day. 
^: In a letter from Gen. Elphinstonc to the En- 
voy to-day, he observes, " that the force is hot 
in a state to act in any way necesi^ty might re- 
quire ; but he hoped that it would be better dis- 
posed to-morrow !" 

20^A. — ^Taj Mahommed Khan came agafn to 
see Sturt; and through his servants we got 
some new cheese. He told v^ that Shamsud- 
depn's brother died last night. 

Taj Mahommed assures us of the intended 
treachery of Akbar ; and says the force will be 
annihilated, and is most anxious that we should 
accept such protection as he is willing to afford 
tis somewhere in the hills imtil the return of the 
English ; for that a strong force will be sent' to 
retake Cabul, and avenge the meditated de- 
struction of our army^ is a general opinion 
anoong the thinking Aflghans, several- of whom, 
as well as Taj Mahommed Khian, obtained writ- 
ten testimonials of their friendship towards the 
JSnglish, that they may hereafter produce them 
for their advantage. We can only thank him 
for his good intentions. It is difficult to make 
these people understand our ideas on military 
subjects ; and how a proceeding, which was only 
intended to save a man's life, conjointly with 
that of his wife and mother, can in any way af- 



fect his honour. Certain it is that we have 
very little hope of saving our lives. 

The Envoy seems to fear treachery on the 
part of the chiefs; and evidendy wishes to break 
the treaty. If he doe^ so, it must be by a simul- 
taneous attack on the three forts we have given 
up to our '< allies," and also on Mahommed 
Khan's fort. It w^ld, if successfal, give us a 
decided advantage, and perhaps alarm many 
into siding with us; but the plan is too late a 
one. Sturt was applied to for a sketch of op- 
erations, which he gave^ for the^ttafck on Ma- 
hommed Khan's fort, but was of opinion we 
were too weak, and oui* mfifi too dispirited, to 
attempt it. On this subject he received a letter 
from the General, of which the foliowfa&g is a 
copy: 

« My dear Sturt, 

"I do not know whether Thain has written 
to yoa the substance of a conversation I had 
this day with the Envoy. He thinks it possible 
we may be driven to hostilities, and asked, with 
the view to the recapture of the magazine (fort 
omitted), whether we had ladders, or the means 
of makmg themi I hope they will not drive us 
to ^s, although things look veiy iil and very 
like treachery. 

"Yours,. W.K. E. 

«aothD6c»» 



The Envoy had a meeting 'vnih the allies this 
evening: he says they hsive not broken rfieir 
treaty, but are fearfttl Ve shall break ours. The? 
chiefs rise daily in their demands; and to-dajr 
required that we should send the guns and am« 
munition that were to be left at once into MiUi-« 
mood Khan's fort. 

, They now will not give np Trevor ; because, 
as the Envoy wishes to grt him back, they takie 
it for granted he is a person of conse^ence. 
The affair of the swcrrd has made the same im« 
pression regarding Eri^. Shdton, whom thd 
chiefs have demanded, with Captains Grant and 
Cdnolly. Trevor is with thein, and Drtunmorid 
and Skinner are still detained in the city. 

Chiefs, or their deputies,' daily come in- to 
negotiate ;, but we have only Moussa Khan with • 
us as an' ** honoured ^est.* 

Sturt has proposed to ihef General tiiai t^e 
break off all treaty, and openly retreat to Jellala^ 
bad; directing Sale to reniain there, and the 
whole force to await the arrival of troops eithei: 
at Jellalabad oi Peshawer; not to leave pur 
sick, as was intended, with Zeraatt Shah Klian, 
but to take all officers' and other private bagga(ge 
for thefn, and the animunition, allowing a j^nall 
portion for women and children. The staff and 
sick officers to be allowed a riding-horse, the 
others to march with their men. This is- a' 
puTjlic-spirtted proposition of his ; for we hftd 
succeeded, at great expense, in obtaining ; car- 
riage' for* his most valuable property^ which; hf 
this arrangement, must be abandoned, and for' 
which it was possible he would not receive any 
recompence. ' 

We hear that die inhabitants of the fortrfes* of 
Ghuzhee commuhicated with the enemy withttutf 
and by a coalition have driven our troopis from 
all other parts than the ciudel and 'the Cabul' 
gateway. Now, had we retreated to the citadel 
in the Bala Hissar, as Sturt recommended before? 
the Rikabashees' fort was taken, and often softer- 
ward, we should not now be in the humiliating 
$itnation that we are. 

The troops sent to the relief of Ghozn^'enly 
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got two nuirches beyond Khelat-i-Ghilzie : their 
farther progress is said to have been prevented, 
not oniy by the overpowering numbers of the 
enemy, bat also by the snow, which rendered 
the passes impracticable ^ they fell back upon 
Candahar, leaving re-enforcements in Khelat-i- 
Ghilzie. 

Orders were despatched yeaf^rdav to Ghuznee. 
for the surrender of that place. The troops will 
have to march through the Zoormut country, 
and go down by Dera Ismael Khan. 

Thursday is at present said to be the day for 
<)ur departure. 

.315^.— The hostages are decided on — ^Airey, 
Pettinger, Warburton, and ConoUy, who are to 
start immediately for the city. 

The Envoy met Osman ithan and Mahommed 
Akbar Khan in conference. 

33</. — The wagons, ammunition, &c., given 
up to oar " allies." 

Lady Macnaghten's carriage and horses given 
to Mahommed Akbar Khan. 

The troops were kept under arras for two 
hours about nothing. Some cavalry horses were 
sent out to be shot : the A^hans wished to take 
them away, bat the guard (37th) bayoneted one 
man, and shot another; on which they dispersed. 

The Affghans say, that if when we retook 
the gun on the hill, on the 83d oilasi month, we 
had pursued to the gates of Cabul, they would 
never have made head against us again. They 
say they cannot understand Shel ton's conduct 
on the hill on that day; and that, if our generals 
can do no more, the Affghans have nothing to 
fear from them. This is nearlv verbatim what 
ha^ been remarked before, but X am not attempt- 
ing to shine in rounded periods, but give every- 
thing that occurs as it comes to my knowledge ; 
and this was the saying of an Affghan gentleman, 
and also of several of the lower classes, who 
came both to-day and often, to see Start, to give 
him warnings, which, alas! were by those in 
authority slighted. 

A general opinion prevails among the Aff- 
ghans that a force will be sent up against them ; 
and many persons are getting letters to prove 
who are our friends. 

Macgregor writes that, for reasons of the ut- 
most consequence^ it is impossible for Sale's 
brigade to leave Jellalabad. Yesterday there 
was a grand discussion in the chiefs' durbar. 
One party objected to the departure of the Eng- 
lish, urging that, coiUe qui ciiUe^ they should be 
killed : the Nawaub Zeman Shah Khan said, 
*^ If that is your opinion, I shall go into canton- 
ments ; after that, do as you will : for me, I will 
never lend myself to any act that is contrary to 
good faith." Our friends in the city seem to 
think that this chiefs character is not understood 
by our chiefs in cantonments, Zeman Shah 
Khan does not wish our. departare ; but he fears 
his followers, and dares not openly say what he 
thinks. 

The Ei;kVoy, in taking the part of Mahommed 
Akbar Khan, and in giving him money, has 

S'ven him the means of doing much harm, 
efore he received money from us he had no 
power, and was not a person of any consequence ; 
now he is in force, with the disadvantage of 
possessing a very bad disposition ; and until the 
Nawaub said, "if you put difficulties in their 
route to Jellalabad I shall go into cantonments," 
Jie did everything in his power to embarrass the 
<50uncil. At present, all appears couleur de rose, 
fi ia said tnat yesterday Mahommed Akbar 



Khan went to Osman Khan's house, and swore 
on the Koran that he would do whatever the 
Nawaub desired. This act they say decided 
everything; and it was settled that the troops 
should march on Tuesdsy the 4th, Osman Khan 
to go with the army ; he appears to be a good 
and an intelligent person. The son of the 
Nawaub also goes, but he is not considered a 
shining character, though a good person. It is 
believed that Shah Sboojah will have a strong 
^arty after the English depart; but the Nawaub's 
faction treat this opinion with ridicule. 

2Sd, — Humza Khan, is a Ghilzye chief, now 
in Mahmood Khan's fort. He was the governor 
of the Ghilzye country; and, when the insur- 
rection broke out in the end of September at 
Bhoodkhak, he was sent by the King to sup- 
press it: instead of which he organized the rebel 
force. 

On the return of this chief to Cabul he was 
put in irons in prison, and was to have been sent 
to the fortress of Ghuznee ; he obtained his re- 
lease when the insurrection of the 2d of Novem- 
ber took place. This said Hamza Khan has 
proffered to the Envoy, for a large consideration, 
provisions, if we will hold out ; but his reputea 
bad character for faith renders him perhaps un- 
safe to deal with: besides, it majbe a more rtiser 
to ascertain whether we are sincere or not in 
regard to the treaty we have made. There are 
said to be 2000 men in Mahmood Khan's fort at 
present. 

Our sick men were placed in doolies to-day, 
preparatory to their removal to Zeman Shah 
khan's house in the city; but their departure 
was delayed. 

Some of our ammunition-wagons were taken 
away by the allies ; as also shrapnell and eight- 
inch shells. 

Captain Skinner came in at eleven last night 
with two Affghans ; one, I believe, was a half 
brother of Mahommed Akbar's, byname Sultan 
Khan. At one this morning thev returned to 
the city on important business. Moussa Khan 
was also sent into the city early this morning on 
some affair connected with negotiations. 

The 54th, Shah's 6th, and some gims are or- 
dered for a secret service; which the staff officer 
who gave the order said was to attack Mahmood 
Khan's fort, and from thence to bring away 
Amenaollah Khan, dead or alive. This force 
was ordered on an especial requisition of the 
Envoy's : I was present at midday, when Cap- 
tain Lawrence told Captain Boya that he was 
to purchase any quantity of grain or provision 
in nis power, even to the extent of nfty days* 
supplies ; and if it was not required, tne loss 
would fall on the Government, should we go 
away and leave it behind. This conversation 
took place just previous to the Envoy going out 
to meet Akbar fchan, on the plain lietween the 
cantonments and the Siah Sung Hill. 

I remarked that Lawrence styled the chiefs 
rebels instead of allies; which, coupled with the 
order to the commissariat officer to lay in pro- 
visions, looked very suspicious. 

About two o'clock we suddenly heard firing, 
and all went to the rear gate to see what the 
matter was : when I met Mr. Waller, who in- 
formed me that the Envoy had been taken away 
by the chiefs. 

The clearest account we have yet obtained 
was from Le Geyt, who accompanied the En- 
voy. It seems, when he arrived at the burned 
bndge, the Envoy sent back all his escort except 
(en men, 



LADY SALE'S JOURNAL. 



39 



Brig. Shelton having expressed a wish to be 
yresent a? the conference, and not having joined 
the party, Le Geyt was sent back to hasten his 
arrival. The Brigadier said he was occupied, 
and could not go ; and when L« Geyt returned 
it was too late, and he met the escort, who said 
tiiat Lawrence and Mackenzie had ordered them 
back. 

. Many shotsr were fired, and some of them came 
into cantonments. Le GeyVs saces, who had 
been desired to remain when his master returned 
lo cantonments, now came up ; and reported that 
«n the Envoy's arrival he found the chiefs seated 
on a loonghee on the ground; that he sat there 
with them and discoursed, while Trevor, Mac- 
'henzie, and Lawrence remained on their horses : 
•that after a time two sirdars came, and stood 
1)ehind the Envoy, who rose, as did Akbar Khan ; 
that the Qhazeeas came and cut in between them 
and the cantonments, and firing commenced; 
that one of them drew Lawrence's sword from 
his side ; that Akbar Khan took the Envoy by the 
hand, and led him, and all the gentlemen dis- 
mounted, towards the Yaghi fort; but it is gen- 
erally believed that they are all safe, but taken 
onto the city ; however, great anxiety prevails 
regarding their fate, and that of Skinner, Con- 
cur, and Airey, who are in the city as hostages. 
I The regiments were got under arms, the walls 

tsnanned, &c. ; but nothing was done. Grant de- 

•^clared that it was impossible to say whether it 

^was a piece of treachery on the part of the 
chiefs, or jnendship to save the party from an 

: attack by the Ghazeeas. The only certain thing 

i i^, that our chiefs are at a nonplus. 

'The Affghans are greatly alarmed at a letter 
tbey have intercepted from Major Leech, politi- 
cal agent : this letter was of an old date, in which 
lie tells the Envoy to hold out, that re-enforce- 
ments are coming from Gandahar, and that by 

/liook or by crook he will obtain other aid from 
Hindostan. 

• There is also a native report, that four regi- 
ments are between this and Jellalabad. A cossid 
has come in from Macgregor; where he has 

i been detained we know not ; but the letters he 
btought were of the 16th of November. There 

' is a general opinion in cantonments that faith 

ihas been broken on both sides, and that the 

.Afghans have made the cleverest chupao. 
- Boyd has seven days' provisions ; and says the 

Ibftzar can furnish seven more. 

The brieve is taken up at the rear gate, and the 

'-camels that came in with grain have not been 
allowed to go out again. Neither is egress per- 
mitted to any respectable-looking Afighan who 
is in cantonments. The Meerakhor (one of the 

' hostages, and the general go-between in our ne- 
;gotiations^ has }>romised to get a letter conveyed 
to Sir William in the morning, and to obtain a 
Teply: he says there are too many Ghazeeas 

Aiibout to attempt it to-night. 

The plain was at one time covered with peo- 
rple ; but the horsemen seemed wending up and 

• down trying to quiet them, and they gradually 

fr dispersed. 

There was a great crotjrd about a body, which 
the Afighans were seen to strip : it was evidently 
ihat of a European ; but, strange to say, no en- 
deavour was made to recover it, which might 
♦easily have been done by sending out cavalry. 
A red flag, said to be Amenoollah Khan's, went 
•with about tliirty men to re-enforce the Rika- 

^bashees fort ; and subsequently a greater number. 
"The Magazine fort was crowded with men, 



24^. — I received a note from Lawrence, en- 
closing one from Conolly (Sir William's ne- 
phew) to Lady Macnaghten, and had the sad 
office imposed on me of informing both her and 
Mrs. Trevor of their husbands' assassination : 
over such scenes I draw a veil. It was a most 
painful meeting to us all. 

Numerous reports are current. That of to- \ 
day is, that Sir William was taken to the city, \ 
and arraigned before a tribunal there for want ) 
of faith; and that Trevor suffered from the assi- 
duity with which he executed the Elnvoy's or- 
ders. All reports agree, that both the Envoy's 
and Trevor's bodies are hanging in the public 
chouk: the Envoy's decapitated, and a mere 
trunk ; the limbs having been carried in triumph 
about the city. 

A fallen man meets but little justice; and re* 
ports are rife that the Envoy was guilty of dou- 
ble-dealing, treating with Akbar Khan and Ame- 
noollah Khan at the same time. In justice to a 
dead man, it should be remembered that the only 
person supposed to know the object of the En- 
voy's going out on the 23d was Skinner, who is 
now in the city. Sultan Khan was, I believe, 
the name of the person who came in with Mm, 
with a letter from Akbar Khan, on the night of 
the 22d. In that letter, which was read by a* 
friend of mine, Akbar proposed that he should 
be made wuzeer to Shah Shoojah; he was to 
receive thirty lakhs of rupees down, and four 
lakhs per annum : our troops to* remain eight 
months ; and then only to go if the King wished 
them to do so. He ui^ently requested the £n- 
vov to come and talk it over with him. 

We must hold in mind that, although we had 
performed all promises made on our part, given 
up our wagons, ammunition, forts, dbc., the 
treaty had never been signed by the chiefs ; nor 
had they fulfilled a single condition which had 
been specified verbally, beyond giving us grain 
in small quantities. The sequitur is, that the 
Envoy was perfectly justified, as far as keeping 
good faith went, in entering into any arrange- 
ment by which the condition of the troops could 
be ameliorated, and the honour of our country 
be ensured. He only erred in supposing it pos- 
sible that Akbar Khan, proverbially the most 
treacherous of all his countrymen, could be sin- 
cere. ' 

It was a part of Akbar Khan's plan to have 
Amenoollah Khan seized and brought to can- 
tonments as a hostage. 

It was a most decided piece of treachery on 
the part of Akbar. They were seated on a bank 
together : Lawrence, a very spunky, active man, 
felt as if something was wrong; and when urged' 
to sit, only knelt on one knee, that he might start 
up on occasion ; but his pistol and sword were 
seized, and his arms secured instantaneously, 
which rendered him powerless, and he was hur- 
ried away behind a chief on horseback; as was 
Mackenzie. 

At that time Mahommed Akbar Khan hadf 
seized the Envoy by his left wrist, and Sultan 
Jan held him by the right; they dragged him 
down the bank, he exclaiming, " Az burai Ko- 
dar!" (For the love of GodJ! At the moment 
he was laid hands on, Mackenzie, Trevor, and 
Lawrence were disarmed, and forced away en 
croup behind different chiefs. They saw no more 
of the Envoy alive. Sultan Jan, uttering an op- 
probrious epithet, calling him a dog, cut poor 
Trevor down, as did also Moollah Momind, 
Mackenzie would have shared the same fate, 
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had not Mfthpmmed Shah Khan, behind whom 
he n>de, received the cut on his own arm, which 
went through his postheen. Lawrence's life 
wa{$ saved by hard galloping: but he received 
SQme blows. This account I had from the sur- 
viving principals in the tragedy; so it may be 
depended on as the true account. The body we 
s^w from the rear gate was that of the Envoy. 

.A letter has this day been received, signed by 
several Kohistanees, of no great consequence, 
setting forth that they do not care for either par- 
ty; that they can muster 400 men, and are 
ready, for a handsome consideration, to escort 
us down safe to Jellalabad. No notice was ta- 
k^n of this letter, but the idea was laughed to 
scorn. 

The original treaty bet^ew Sir William and 
the cbie:& has been sent in again, with three ad- 
ditional clauses:. 

To leave all our treasure ; 

To leave all our guns excepting six : 

,To exchange the present hostages for all the 
married men and their families; and General 
Sale's name particularly mentioned, No doubt 
he was not forgotten bv Mahommed Shah Khan 
the Ghilzye, whom he oefeated at Jellalabad, and 
500 of whose followers were killed. 

G^eral Elphinstone said he might give the 
oncers as hostages; but that their wives and 
families were not public property; and, unless 
the husbands consented, he could not send them. 

Major Thain was accordingly sent round to 
a^k all the married officers if they would consent 
to their wives staying ; ofiering those who did so 
a salary of 2000 rupees a month. L4eut Eyre 
said if it was to.be productive of great good, he 
would stay with his wife and ehild. The others 
all refused to risk the safetv of their families. 
Capt. Anderson said he would rather put a pis- 
tol to his wife's head and shoot her ; and Sturt, 
that his wife and mother should only be taken at 
the point of the bayonet: for himself, he was 
readv to perform any duty imposed on him. 

There certainly appears to nave been a fatali- 
ty about the events of yesterday. I have men<- 
tipned thatlSir William applied to Gen. Elphin- 
stone lor two regiments and two guns for a se- 
ciet service, which were in readiness, but never 
went out of cantonments : had they done so, it is 
more than probable that the surpdse never would 
have occurred. Added to this, with his usual 
vacillation, Gen.'E. wrote a note to the Envoy, 
which never reached him, as it arrived at lus 
house afler his departure, and was not even 
opened at the time. In this note he stated that 
we were too weak. to send two regiments out of 
cantonments; particularly as the magazine jfort 
was now garrisoned by 400 men instead of 40, 
the number the allies stipulated should be thrown 
into it : and that if two regiments and two guns 
wefc to go out, the safety of the cantonments 
would be endangered. The Envoy had only or- 
dered ^en of his escort to attend him. Lawrence 
had taken sixteen; but a part of these returned 
of their own accord, feigning orders from Law- 
rence and Mackenzie. They probably had^ome 
knowledge of what was in contemplation ; for 
there can be no doubt that the Envoy was sur- 
rounded by spies and traitors. Persian notes, 
that have arrived, have on different occasions 
been offered for perusal by his chuprassies— 
who were unable to read themselves, and anx- 
ious to know the contents — ^to Capt.. Trevor's 
elder boys, who could read the characters; but 
they, imagining it was pure curiosity, and hav- 



ing no turn of a diplomatic description, refused^ 
to read them ; . and the notes were prdbably takeii 
to others who did so, and made bad use of what 
intelligence they contained. 

As it appeals extremely uncertain whether wer 
shall get on with the treaty or not, we are busy' 
making up hammocks to carry the sick. They: 
are making up in Sturt's compound ; so light that, 
two men can carry a heavy man. in one easily. 

Reports are as»duoasly spread that the En^ 
voy's and Trevor's deaths were the actof tJnef 
Ghazeeas ; and that Mahommed Akbar Khan • 
greatly regrets all that has passed. 

25^.-^A- dismal Christmas-day, and our situ-*.- 
ation far from cheering. A letter brought ia. 
from CdnoUy to say, that the Nawaub Zemaa 
Khan had interested himself greatly in the cause ; \ 
and had procured the two bodies to be- stolen^^ 
and that they hoped to-be able to send them in 
at night. Trevor's had not been mutilated. It. 
appears probable that the Envic^'s death was not. 
contemplated. Akbat wished to seize him, in. 
hopes, by making him a hostage, to obtain better "^ 
terms: but he is a man of violent passions; and,.< 
being thwarted, the natural ferocity of his dispo-- 
sition was evinced. 

At night there was some firing, and the bugles ^ 
sounded : all went to their respective posts, but <. 
the party of about 200 Affghans went away. i 

There was evidently great commotion in the : 
city at the same time. 

A cossid came in from Jellalabad ; bat»no news 
later than the 7tb. 

261k, — The bodies were not sent in. This city . 
is in great excitement; the Afghans fearing we- 
shall not make the treaty good and force ouri 
way down. 

It seems that the original treaty ensured to the* 
chiefs thirteen lakhs of rupees; and they insisr 
on having it paid; not, as was stipulated, cm our 
safe arrival at Peshawer, but to be given now in 
bills on government, which there are people here 
who will cash for them on the spot. We are to» 
be allowed to keep six yaboo loads of treasure ;; 
and all the rest is to be given to them before we • 
go; or else the chiefs fear they will not geiit, as< 
meir people would loot it alL 

However, we are informed that the chie& 
do not mean to keep faith ; and that it is their - 
intention to get all our women into their posses* 
sion; and to kill every man except one, who is^ 
to have his hands and legs eutofi^.and is to be 
placed with a letter in tmorem at the entrance ^ 
of the Khyber parses, to deter all Feringhees ^ 
from entering the country again.. A Persian .> 
note, without signature or address, was brought 
by a common-looking man to the officer pn duty * 
at the rear gate; giving information that the 
cantonments are to be attacked to-night. We^ 
have also information that the road to Jellalabad 
is clear; as the Ghilzyes are all come into Ca-. 
bul to exterminate us and loot the cantonments. . 

The chiefs wish to force us to go down by an-^ 
other route, where our people say we are sure to > 
be opposed. 

Letters received from Capt..Mackeson>, P.Al. 
at Peshawer, state that the aavanee'With ammu->>- 
nition had reached Peshawer, and Uhe 1601 Lan- 
cers, the 9th, and 31st, were clDser*l*hind : it is,, 
however, impossible that they can arrive here in 
time to save us from either a disgraceful treaty, 
or a disastrous retreat. 

27ZA.— The council— Elphinstone, Shelton, 
Anquetil, and Chambers, with Major Pottinger 
—have ratified the treaty. No one but them*- 
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seivea exactly knows what this same, treaty is, 
farther than that it is most disgraceful I 14ir 
lakhs to be given for dur safe conduet to Pesha- 
wer; all our guns to be given. up save six; and 
six hostages to be given on our part; and when 
they are sent, Lawrence and Mackenzie are to 
return. 

.^^.-— Lawrence. has come in, looking hag- 
gard and ten years older from, anxiety. It ap- 
|«ars that the envoy, when Mobamined Akbar 
iChan took hold of him, grappled with him and 
threw him on the ground. Akbar fired his pis- 
tol at him, and wounded him ; and a3[terwara he 
was cut to pieces. , . . 

There has been great excitement in the city. 
Khan Shereen Khan refused to attend the Dui*- 
bar; and Akbar's conduct has been generally 
condemned by the chiefs. 

Naib Shureef paid for the interment of Sir A. 
HuTnes's body; but it was never buried; and 
part of it, cut into many pieces, is still hanging 
oh the trees in his garden. 

"The Envoy's head is kept in a bhoosa bag in 
the chouk ; and Akbar says he will send it to 
Bokhara, to show to the king there how he has 
seized the Feringhees here, and what he means 
to do to them. 

Our guns are brought down to the gate, to be 
ready for the A%hans to icany off to-morrow. 

ConoUy^ Airy, and Skinner are in the city ; 
and Warburton, Walsh, and Webb have been 
sent as the other three hostages, to make up the 
number, although the treaty is not yet signed by 
the chiefs. There is much doubt whether Mac- 
kenzie will be given up to us. 

. It was reported that the Meer Wallee of 
Khoolloom was expected with re>enforcements 
to Akbar to-<lay ; but we have not heard whether 
he has arrived or not. 

Many routes have been named for our down- 
ward march this morning. . We were to go by 
Zoormut; but I believe we we still go by Jella- 
la.bad. 

Amenoollah Khan is now represented as our 
best friend among die chiefs. 

Whether we go by treaty or not, I fear but few 
of us will live to reach the provinces. 

Although there is plenty of carriage for the 
sick, it is to-day decided that they are to be left 
behind; and the medical men drew lots who 
were*ta stay: they fell upon Prisiirose of the 
44th, and Campbell of the Company's service: 
the former exchanged with Dr, Berwick, die latq 
Envoy's medical staff, who, with Mr. Camj^U 
of the 54th, are to go to the city with the sick 
men. 

Snow all day» 

29^.— Mackenzie and Skinner came in, in 
handsome dresses pres^ted to them by Moham- 
med Akbar Khan, who prpfessed tf» them he had 
no hand in the Envoy's death; and to prove his 
sincerity, wept for two hours. 

Brig. Shelton has again had recourse to Mo- 
liammed Akbar j and has obtained carriage from 
him. 

It is said it was the Envoy's intention to have 
superseded Gen. Elphinstone, had Gen. ^ott ar- 
rived: but no such measure would have been 
requisite, as the general had summoned Nott to 
take the command, and had, in £act, given it 
over to him from the 1st of November: so that 
it is a point to speculate upon as to who is our 
military chief; and whether, under existing cir- 
cumstances. Gen. Elphinstone is empowered to 
treat' with the chiefs I'e^ardiDg the troops. 



To give an instance of the strange way in^ 
which matters are conducted here»,Seig^Deane^ 
came and reportod to Stmrt that he- had leceived. 
orders to slope the banks of the canal, &c., with-- 
out any reference to Sturt; who, of course, or-' 
deredhis sergeants not to undertake any worki 
without his orders. Sloping these banks would' 
facilitate the passage of the enemy; who others- 
wise must cross thti canal at the usual spots, ei* 
ther the ford or bridge. 

Our sick sent to ^e city. 

Snow all day^ 

30^.— *500 Ghazeeas made a rush at the rear 
gate ; and only desisted, on finding the port-fire 
ready, which would have sent grape in among 
them. In revenge, they tore up the small bridge • 
over the canal. 

More of our guns were sent to the chiefs, who- 
now dictate to us, delaying our departure, which. 
is to be postponed according to their pleasure. 

More sick men sent to the city to-day. As^ 
the camels and doolies that conveyed them there: 
returned, they were attacked and plundered ; the- 
men were stripped^ and had to run for their lives 
without any clothing, their black bodies conspicu- -; 
ous as they ran over the snow. The doolies and 
camels were all carried off. One of the hostages 
has written to me, dated midnight of the 29th.^^ 
and tells me that they are all weU in the city, and 
that, from the appearance of affairs, we shall^ 
most likely go down unmolested ; that the Naw- 
aub Zeman Khan is very kind, and he or one. or 
his sons is with them nearly all day : the room they' 
inhabit is eighteen feet by ten, and all the hosta- , 
ges are together : it is very uncomfortable, being, 
thus confined; this, however, must be the case- 
for some time : even the court-vard below is not 
free fxom vagabonds. The night the Env<^ was- 
killed the Ghazeeas rushed even up to the door,, 
determined on ConoUj^'s and Airy's death ; and: 
it was difiicult to get rid of them. The poor En- 
voy's hand was held up to the window, to showv 
it to ConoUy ! AmeenooUah Khan seems to be. ; 
well pleased. The Kiog went to them the m^u 
the letter was written, and took his mosiciansk 
with him, who played and sang till eleven . 
o'clock: he is represented as a most fatherly old 
gentleman. This alludes to Zeman Shah Khan> 
and not to Shah Shoojah^ 

The Kawaub's seeond son, Sooj>h poI* Dow-> 
lah, is to go down with us : he is represented a^ 
a very nic6 fellow, about twen^-two years old. 
A postcnpt) added this morning, inf<>rms me th^t 
the chiefs are very wejl pleased; and do not. 
wish us to %Q till all our arrangements are com^ , 
fortably made, for their suspicions are now at. 
an end. I 

Sturt received instrqctions from Captain Bel-,. 
lew to $carp tht banks of the canal, by way of 
rendering them easier for the caniels to ^et over. . 
" To slope, I mpVQ^ you mean ?" said Sturt. . 
" You may suppose what you please,'* replied 
Bellew ; "but the general's ordws sent by me 
are. to scarp the banks ; and now do as you like r. 
ana you are also to cut the rampart down, to 
make a free passage for the troops; as, there- 
being but one gateway on the face, it would \ 
take a long time for tlie troops and baggage ta i 
pass out." 

When Sturt was first desired by the general 
to cut an opening, he proposed making two of 
twelve feet each, with twenty feettbfetween: this 
was objected to, as being too small; and he then 
said he would throw down the rampart between, 
which would make an opening of forty-four feetJi 
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but, of course, such a breach (for the rampart 
^as to be thrown in to fill the diich, twenty feet 
"Wide) was a work only to be undertaken at the 
last hour, unless the general could give guns 
and additional troops to defend it. 

In consequence of these messages, Sturt wrote 
. to Grant to say, that unless we were to start in- 
stanter after the breach was made, or the general 
had the necessary means for its defence, it would 
risk the safety of the cantonments ; particularly 
after what had occurred this morning. Grant. 
by the GeneraPs desire, wrote to know what did 
occur ; and then Sturt wrote an account of the 
attack of the Ghazeeas at the rear gate, our cat- 
tle having been carried off and the bearers plun- 
dered, &c. : upon this Grant, by the Generars de- 
sire, wrote to say they did not know any of the 
circumstances; and begged nothing might be 
done to injure our defences. 
Snow all day. 

Dec. 3l5^.— The chiefs say they have no con- 
iCiol over the Ghazeeas; that when they ofiend 
we may fire on them ; that they will have the 
•camels, taken from us yesterday, restored. 
I Now did they give us even camel for camel, 
it would be another matter ; but, instead of that, 
ififteen of the worst of our own were brought back 
-out of thirty-six ; and a present of 100 rupees was 
.made them for the trouble they had taken. 
j This morning a number of camels laden with 
rsrain, &c., were plundered close to the rear gate. 
V erbal orders were sent by Brig. Shelton to fire 
on these people if absolutely requisite ; but no 
written order to that effect has been given, and no 
one will take the responsibility upon his own 
shoulders. No orders of any import are trans- 
> mitted in writing. Some one, any one, is sent, 
«'with a verbal message to the officer it concerns ; 
; and, if anything goes wrong, what has he to show 
;a8 his authority for acting as he has clone 1 
.Among other orders, there is one not actually to 
Ifire, but to make believe they are going to do so ; 
ivhich has occasioned some ridiculous and harm- 
less flourishes of port-fires. 

There is still negotiation going on ; and there 
seems to be some hints regarding Shah Shoojah's 
abdication. The Affghans do not wish to put 
jhim to death, but only to deprive him of sight. 

The chiefs are, we hear, to come into Mah- 
aottood Khan's fort with a large force to-morrow, 
•■lo be ready to protect cantonments, and we are 
I to march out the next day. 

Thus ends the year. The bodies of the Envoy 

•.and Trevor have not been brought in ; and we 

hope that the Nawaub Zeman Khan may be 

able to get them privately interred in his own 

garden. 

Sergeant Williams, who died in consequence 
of his wound, was placed in the coffin and buried 
iin the grave prepared for the Envoy behiiid the 
^barracks. 

Snow has lain on the ground since the 18th of 
J^eeember. 

Jan. \st, 1843.-— The Na»b Meer came in: 
negotiations are still going on. 

The Nawaub Zeman Shah Khan and Osman 
Khan appear to be honourable men ; as also Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan Ghilzye : the former, or his 
«on, sits with the hostages day and night to en- 
.'6ure their protection. The latter is the person 
wiio received the sw6rd-cut on his arm intended 
for Mackenzie, and thereby saved his life, on the 
:'23d of last month. 

A party of fifty Affghan workmen, magnified 
lJt>y the general into &00j have been sent to work 



on the banks of the canal : they soon said they 
were cold and tired, and would finish the rest to- 
morrow. I 

Two men came in to-day with a Koran to 
Sergeant Deane (who, from having an A%han 
wife, has many acquaintances and friends among 
the people of Cabul) : they report that Mahom- 
med Akbar Khan is false ; that 10.000 Kohista- 
nees are to attack us at T^zeen, and all the Ghil> 
zyes at Soorkhab. -^ 

Ofiers have been made of provisions ; but it is 
suspected that it is only to try our faith, and see 
if we will lay in provisions on the sly. < 

2^. — Before breakfast Sturt received the fol* 
lowing note from Gen. Elphinstone : 

" Dear Sturt, 
" Are we to have the Affghan Bhildars again 
to-day 7 If so, they had better be employed on 
the other side of the river. Pottinger proposes 
our taking on the planks to cross the streams in 
the Khoord Cabul pass. He says 250 planks 
would do. He will explain this to you after 
breakfast. Let me hear what was done yester- 
day. We shall march on Tuesday, I think; 
that is the present arrangement. You mast set- 
tle with Boyd about rhe bullocks for the bridge, 
which we must take on to the Loghur. 

" Yours, W. R. E.» 

There have been so many clever propositions 
during the siege, that, if I succeed in saving my 
papers, many of the original letters will require 
to be appended, to prove that I do not use the 
traveller's privilege! To-day's is this. We 
make a bridge to cross the Cabul river; and 
carry on planks to the Loghur, in case that 
bridge should have been destroyed. Major Pot- 
tinger proposes ^at we carry 250 planks, to be 
laid down in the Khoord Cabul, for crossing the 
streams, which occur on an average every hun- 
dred yards. Could we afford transport for these 
planks, the delay occasioned would render the 
journey through that pass one of about three 
days, as the stream is crossed about thirty times. 
One word regarding the carriage of these planks. 
A camel would only carry two; thus 125 ani- 
mals would be required ; and we are unable to 
take the requsite quantity of ammunition, for 
want of carriage. Besides, why is this stream 
not to be frozen, as it is but a few inches deep 
anywhere 1 

There appears to be much commotion among 
the chiefs regarding the Envoy's death, and Ak- 
bar's conduct; who still repeats that he did not 
kill the Envoy, but that was done by the Gha- 
zeeas. He threatens to attack us on the road; 
and Osman Khan says if he does, he will fight 
him all the way down, taking, as his own party, 
1000 horse and 500 foot. 

Aziz Khan is to be at Soorkhab ready to ex- 
terminate us. We hear, from the city, that Sale 
has been taking forts, carrying off women and 
inrovisions, and greatly annoymg the good peo- 
ple about Jellalabad. 

3i. — The march, which was fixed for to-day, 
is a^ain postponed. The Kohistanees have not 
received any part of the money given to the 
chiefs. They have sent an agent to Sturt to 
say that, if we wish it, they will bring the chiefs 
of Kardurrah into cantonments, with four others, 
as hostages; that we need not give them any 
money now, they know that we have none, and 
are content with our promise. They wish us to 
remain quiet. They will give us provisions, 
and attack and fire Cabul within three days. 
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TTliey will also go down and bring up re-en- 
forcements for us from Jellalabad. They assure 
us. that the chiefs are false, and mean to attack 
us on the road. AH this was represented to our 
chiefs by Sturt. The reply he received was, 
*' It was better to keep the matter quiet: as, in 
the present state of things, it might, if known, 
catise excitement." 

Shah Shoojah is said to have a strong party ; 
and all the roads leading to the Bala Hissar are 
watched, to prevent persons joining him ; though 
Nooreddin has succeeded in doing so, with 
itwenty followers. 

The 40,000 rupees given by us to the chiefs, 
40 raise 2000 men, at twenty rupees each, to 
protect us to Jellalabad, have not succeeded. 
T'hey have kept the money, of course, but say 
they cannot get men to go at this season ; and 
even if they could, the chiefs cannot affonl to 
weaken their party by sending their followers 
away. 

The thermometer, to-day at sunrise, was be- 
low zero ; in the sitting-room, with an enormous 
))lazing fire, at noon, 40°. Yesterday, with the 
same good fire, at 9 A.M., 11^. 

Another excellent project of Major Pottin- 
.^r*s. Among oar various vacillatory meas- 
ures, there is aeain a thought, now that the 
time for action is long past, to force our way 
into the Bala Hissar: but how are we to get our 
:^mmunition inl Erect a battery on the Siah 
Sung Hill (of course, to be the work of fairies 
^during the night), fire our shot from canton- 
ments into the battery, where, of course, guar- 
<lian sylphs would protect the lives of our men. 
who were quickly to pick them up, and send 
them on, in like manner, into the Bala Hissar! 
1^0 arrangement made for transporting the pow* 
'def. The tale was told from where the con- 
T^ersation had taken place — at the General's. 
The narrator was Capt. Bellew. Both Sturt 
:and I taxed him with joking; but he assured us 
it was all true, and oiriy another of the many 
strange events constantly ^>ccurring. Then en- 
sued a long parley and military discussion on 
the point, its feasibility, and its having been 
^riea in some peninsular warfare. But I never 
KsoUld get Bellew to explain how our men's lives 
^ the battery were to-be saved. 

4/A.— I heard from Sale, dated 19th December. 
He acknowledged the receipt of my note, giving 
an account of operations up to the 9Ch instant 
'He was doubly anxious raative to our sitna- 
«tion, from having heaid, only Uie day before, 
^hat the Kandahar troops vete near us, and all 
the cossids telling those at Jellalabad that we 
had plenty ofpiovisions; and he still trusts in 
<^od that the Kandahar foree may arrive in time 
to save us, and prevent the necessity of terms 
<U4gracefttl to our reputation in India. He in- 
forms me of the krrival of the advanced guard 
of our cavalry at Peshawer, with ammunition ; 
and that the '3d Bufis and 9th Foot had march- 
ed; with altogether six regiments of N. J., and 
some artillery, sappers, and engineer officers. 
The news from Cabul had not then had any 
effect on the chiefs about Jellalabad, whose fol- 
lowers are daily diminishing. Our troops were, 
nevertheless, as hard at work as ever, making 
the place as strong as possible. At that time 
Mackeson had not sent them any money; of 
which they were in great want, not having a 
rupee to give to the troops, and three months* 
pay nearly due. Extracts from my letter had 
.been sent to government, and to the commander- 



in-chief. The original has been sent to my 
son-in-law, Capt. Bund ; as Sale writes me that 
no other person gives them any idea of our real 
position at Cabul. 

The AfTghans still tell us we are doomed, 
and warn us to be particularly cautious of our 
safety in going out of cantonments. Taj Ma- 
hommed says that Mrs. Sturt and I must wear 
neemchees over our habits — common leather 
ones — ^and turbans, and ride mixed in with the 
suwars ; not to go in palkees or keep near the 
other ladies, as they are very likely to be at- 
tacked. 

The chiefs are to come in to-morrow, to take 
charge of cantonments before we leave them. 
Nawaub Zeman Shah Khan is also to come in 
to see the General. 

Orders for the first bugle at six, the second at 
seven. Sturt inquired u he was to make the 
breach, and^ when made, who were to guaxd it, 
&c. : to which the following is the reply : 

" My dear Sturt, 
" If it is as well as before, the General thinks 
you need not turn out the sappers. The Briga- 
dier says you are the best judge as to whether it 
is defensible or not. 

" Yours, truly, " Wm. Thain, 

"4th Jan., 7 P.M. 

** The General wants to know if the planks 
which were sent have been removed. The 
troops are not to torn out at six in the paoming, 
as ordered, but wait till farther orders. 

" W. T." 

JanuarvM. — Sturt employed in making the 
breach. The chiefs say we shall go to-moirow. 
Orders out for seven and eight o'clock. 

Shah Shoojah has sent a message to ask if 
not even one officer of his force will stuid by 
him. This message Was, I know, delivered by 
Sturt himself to several ; but circumstances ad- 
mitted not of farther adherence. Indeed, it is 
more than doubtful that the King was at the 
bottom of the insurrection, never dreaming that 
it would go so far, 



THE RETREAT FROM CABUL. 

nurtigy, 6th Jamuny, I843.--We marched 
fnmi Cabul. The advanced guard consisted of 
the 44th Qaeen*S) 4th Irregul^ Horse, and Skin- 
ner's Horse, two H. A. six-pounder guns. Sap- 
pers and Miners, Mountain Tftiin, and the late 
Envoy's escort. The main body included the 
6th and 37th N. I. ; the latter in charge of trea- 
sure ; AndeiBon's Horse, the Shah's 6th Regi- 
ment, two H. A. six-pounder guns. The rear- 
guard was composed of the 64th N. I., 6th Cav- 
alry, and two six-pounder H. A. guns. The 
force consisted of about 4600 fighting men, and 
12,000 followeis. 

The troops left cantonments both by the rear 
gate and the breach to the right of it, which had 
been made yesterday by throwing down part 
of the rampart to form a bridge over the ditch. 
AJl was confusion from before daylight. The 
day was clear and frosty ; the snow nearly a 
foot deep on the ground ; the theimometer con* 
sideraUy below 5'eezing point. 

By eight o'clock a great part of the baggage 
was outside the cantonments. It was fully ex- 
pected that we would have to fight our way out 
Qf them, although terms had been entered into 
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with the Sirdar for our safe escort. Bills were 
granted on India for fourteen and a half lakhs 
of rupees, by the political authority (Major Pot- 
ting^) to the Cabul Shroffs, to be paid to the 
following Sirdars, who were, on their part, to 
protect the force as far as Peshawer : 

Mabommed Zeinan Sh^h Khan, three lakhs : 

Amen QoUidi Khan, six lakhs : 

Khan Shireen Khan, head of the Kuszilbashes, 
two lakhs : 

Mahommed Akbt^rKhan, one lakh: 

Osman Khan, two lakhs : 

The Ghil2ye chiefs, half a lakh. 

We started at about half past nine, A.M. The 
advance party was not molested ; there might 
have been 50 or 100 Affghans collected about 
the gateway to witness our departure. The 
ladies, collectively speaking, were placed with 
the advance, under the charge of the escort ; 
but Mrs. Sturt and I rode up to Captain Hay, 
and mixed ourselves with his troopers. 

The progtess was very slow ; for the first 
mile was not accomplished under two and a 
half hours. There was only one small bridge 
over the Nullah, which is eight feet broad, but 
deep, situated about fifty yards from canton- 
ments. 

Great stress had been laid on the necessity 
of a bridge over the Cabui river, about half a 
mUe from cantonments. In vain had Sturt rep- 
resented over and over again, that as the river 
was perfectly fordable, it was a labour of time 
and inutility : with snow a foot deep, the men 
must get their feet wet. However, as usual, 
every sensible proposition was overruled ; and 
Sturt was sent long before daylight to make the 
bridge with gun carriages. Theji could not be 
placed over night, as the Afghans wooid have 
carried them off: he had therefore to work for 
hours up to his hips in water, with the comfort- 
able assurance that, when his unprofitable task 
was finished, he could not hope for dry cloches 
until the end of the march ; and immediately 
on quitting the water they were all frozen stiff. 
I do not mention thiras an individual grievance, 
but to show the inclemency of the weather^ and 
the general misery sustained. 

The buHocks had great difficulty in dragging 
these gun carriages through the snow, and when 
the bridge was made it was proved to be an un- 
necessary expense of time and labour. The 
baggage might have forded the river with great 
ease a little above the bridge, where it was not 
so deep. Mrs. Sturt and I rode with the horse- 
men through the river, in preference to attempt* 
ing the rattling bridge of planks laid across the 
gun carriages : but the camp followers deter- 
mined not to go through the water, and jostled 
for their tnms to go over the bridge. This de- 
lay was the origm of the day's misfortune, 
which involved the lose of neariy all the bag- 
gdget and the greater part of the commissariat 
stores. 

The troops had been on half rations during 
the whole of the siege : they consisted of half a 
seer of wheat per diem, with melted ghee or 
dhal, for fighting men ; and for camp followers, 
for some time, of a quarter o^ a seer of wheat 
or barley. Our cattle^ublic and private, had 
long subsisted on thMwigs and bark of the 
trees. From the commencement of negotia- 
tions with the chiefs, ottah, bailey, aud bhoosa 



were brought in ih considerable quantities; the* 
former selling at from two to four seers per 
rupee, and the latter from seven to ten ; but 
neither ourselves nor our servants benefited by 
this arrangement : it came to the commissariat 
for the troops. The poorer camp followers had 
latterly subsfsted on such anunals (camels, 
ponies, dec.) as had died from starvation. The 
men had sufifered much from over work and bad 
feeding, also from want of firing ; for when all 
the wood in store was expended, the chiefs ob- 
jected to our cutting down any more of the 
fruit trees; and their wishes were complied 
with. Wood, both public and private, wa» 
stolen: when ours was gone, we broke up 
boxes, chests of drawers, d^. ; and our last din- 
ner and breakfast at Ca^ul were cocdued mtik 
the wood of a mahogany dining-table. 

When the advice had proceeded about a 
mile, an order was brought for a return to can- 
tonments, as Mafaotnmm Zeman Shah Khan 
had written to say the chiefs were not ready ;. 
but shortly afterward a counter order arrived 
^to proceed without loss of time. 

When the rear-guard left cantonments, they 
were- fired upon from the cantonment then fill- 
ed with* Affghans. The servants, who were not 
concerned in the plunder, all threw away their 
loads and ran off. Private baggage, commia* 
.sariat, and ammunition were nearly annihilated' 
at one fell swoop. The whole road was cover- 
ed with men, women, and children, lying downt 
in the snow to die. 

The only baggage we saved was Mrs. Sturt'a^ 
bedding, on which the ayah rode ; and keeping^ 
her close to us, it was saved. 

The Mission Compound was first vacated, 
and when the force from thence came into can- 
tonments in order to pass through them, it was- 
immediately filled with Affghans ; who, in like 
manner, occupied the cantonments as our troops . 
went out. 

It was the General's original intention to halt, 
at Begramee, close to the Loghur river, and 
about five miles from Cabul (reiterated was ther 
advice of our Affghan friends — alas, how little* . 
heeded ! — ^to push on at all risks through the 
Kbooird Caftul the first day); but the whole 
country being a swamp incrusted with ice, we 
went on about a mile farther, and halted at 
about 4 P.M. There were no tents, save two or 
three smaU pails that arrived. All scrapedi 
away the snow as best they might, to make &. 
I^ace to lie down on. The evening and night, 
were intensely cold i no food for man or beadt. 
procurable, except a ffew handfUls of bhoosa^ 
for which we paid fVom five to ten mpees.- 
Captain Johnson, in our great distress, kindly 
pitched a small pa!! over us : but it was dark,, 
and we had few pegs ; the wind blew in under • 
the sides, and I felt myself gradually stiffen- 
ing. I left the bedding, which was occupied • 
by Mrs. Sturt and her husband, and doubled up ' 
my legs in a straw chair of Johnson's, covering 
myseff with my poshteen. Mr. Mein and the 
ayah fully occupied the remainder of the space. 
We only went in all six miles, and had to aban- 
don two H. A. guns on the road : we were al8<J^ 
much delayed by the bullocks that dragged the 
planks, in case the Loghur bridge should have 
been destroyed. We had, however, positive in- 
formation that it was all right j and so it proved. 
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"Previous to leaviag cantonments, as we must 
abandon most of our property, Sturt was anx- 
ious to ^aTe a few of his most valuable books, 
and to try the experiment of sending them to a 
ifriend in the city. While he selected these, I 
found, among the ones thrown aside, Cainpbell's 
Poems, wl^ich opened at Hohenlinden; and, 
strange to say, one verse actually haunted me 
4ay and night : 

** Few, few sluJl p«rt where tomj meet, 
The snow ahall be their windmg-eheet ; 
And every turf beneath their feet 
ShaQ be a soldier's sepulchre." 

I am far from being a believer in presentiments ; 
3>at this verse is never absent from my thoughts. 
Heaven forbid that our fears should be realized ! 
1>ut we have commenced our retreat so badly, 
4hat we may reasonably have our doubts regard- 
ing the finale. Nearly all Hopkins's corps, the 
.iShah's 6th, deserted from this place ; as also the 
.iShah's sappers and miners,, 250 in number. 

We afterward hoard that 400 of Hopkins's 
tmen went back to Oabul the next day. 

7th. — ^Yesterday's rear-guard did not get up 
. to Qur bivouac till two this morning, as there 
"Was «Q attempts to form any lines. As strag- 
•iglers came up, we heard them shouting out to 
i know where their corps were ; and the general 
►J^ly — ^ths^t no one knew anything about it. 

J During last night, or rather towards the morn- 
ing, there was an alarm. . Had it proved the en- 
emy, we were perfectly defenceless j fortunate- 
ly, it was only camp followers, &c. 

^At daylight we found several men frozen to 
1 4ea!tb, among whom was Mr. Conductor Mac- 
. gregor. 

The reason the rear-guard were so late was, 
: that they did not leave cantonments till sunset. 
. Previous to their quitting them the Aifghans had 
entered, and set fire to all the public and pri- 
vate l>uilding8, after plundering them of their 

< contents. The whole of our valuable magazines 
W9S looted by the mob ; and they burned the 
gun carriages to procure the iron. Some fight- 
ing took place between the Afifghans and our 
Sipahees. About filly of the 54th were killed 
and wounded ; and Cornet Hardyman, of the 

< 6th Cavalry, killed. A great deal of baggage 
And publijp property was abandoned in canton- 
ments, or lost on the road ; among which were 

«two Horse Artillery six-pounders, as before 
mentioned. 

The ofiScers of the rear^guard report that the 
road is strewn with baggage ; and that numbers 
-of men, women, and children, are left on the 
roadside to perish. Captain- Boyd's ofiice ac- 
counts, to the amount of sevend lakhs of ru- 
pees, have been lost. 

Two or three smaU tents came up to-day. 

The men were half frosen ; having bivouack- 
ed all nig^t in the snow, without a particle of 
&od or beddmg, or wood to light a fire. 

At half past seven the advance-guard moved 
off— no. order was given — ^no bugle sounded. 
It had much difiiculty in forcing its way ahead 
of the baggage and camp foUowers; all of 
whom had proceeded in advance as soon as it 
was light. Among them there were many Si- 
pahees ; and discipline was clearly at an end. 
If asked why they were not with their corps, 
one had a lame loot, smother could not find his 
regiment, another had lost his musket : any ex- 
cuse to run ofL 



The whole of what little baggage was left 
was hot off the ground ere the enemy appeared, 
and plundered all they could lay their hands on. 

As the mountain train, consisting of three 
three-pounders dragged by yaboos and mules, 
was passing a small fort close to our ba6k- 
ground, a party of Affghans sallied out, and cap- 
tured the whole. Scarcely any resistance was 
offered on the part of our troops, and the saces 
immediately absconded. Brig. Anquetil and 
Lieut. Green rallied the men, add retook the 
guns; but were obliged to abandon them, as 
the 44th, whose duty it was to guard them, very 
precipitately made themselves scarce : but this 
was not done until Anquetil and Green had 
spiked them with their own hands, amid the 
gleaming sabres of the enemy. 

As the troops advanced on their road, the en- 
emy increased considerably on both flanks, and 
greatly annoyed the centre, and rear. 

It was the Generarb intention to proceed 
through the Khoord Cabul pass to Khoord Ca- 
bul; and as it was not above one P.M., when 
the advance arrived at Bhoodkhak, having only 
come five miles, it was with dismay we heard 
the order to halt. 

We left Cabul with five and a half days' ra- 
tions to take us to Jellalabad, and no forage for 
cattle, nor hope of procuring any on the road. 
By these minecessaiy halts we diminished our 
provisions ; and having no cover for officers or 
men, they are perfectly paralyzed with the cold. 
The snow was more than a foot deep. Here, 
again, did evil counsel beset the General: his 
principal officers and staff objecting to a farther 
advance; and Capt. Grant, in whom he had 
much confidence, assured him that if he pro- 
ceeded he risked the safety of the army ! 

On our arrival at Bhoodkhak, the enemy had 
very greatly increased around our position ; and 
we lieard that Mahommed Akbar Khan was 
with them. Scarcely any baggage of either of- 
ficers or men now remained. In a very small 
pall of Johnson's we slept nine, all touching 
each other. 

We were also indebted to Johnson and Troop 
for food. They had a few Cabul csdies and 
some tea, which they kindly shared with us, 

puring this short march we were obliged to 
spike and abandon two other six-pounders, the . 
horses not having strength sufficient to drag 
them on. We have only two horse artillfery 
guns left, with scarcely any ammunition. 

Again no ground was jnarked out for the 
troops. Three fourths of the Sipahees are mix- 
ed up with the camp followers, and know not 
where to find the headquarters of their corps. 

Snow still lies a foot deep on the ground. No 
food for man or beast ; and even water from the 
river, close at hand, difficult to obtain, as our 
people were fired on in fetching it. 

mmbers of unfortunates have dropped, be- 
numbed with cold, to he massacred by the ene- 
my : yet, so bigoted are our rulers, that we are 
still told that the Sirdars are faithful, that Mo- 
hammed Akbar Khan is our friend ! ! ! &c., <&c., 
&.C. ; and the reason they wish us to delay isy 
that they may send their troops to clear the 
passes for us ! That they will send them there 
can be no doubt ; for everything is occurring 
just as was foretold to us before we set out. 

Between Bcgramee and Bhoodkhak^ a body 
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of the enemy's horse charged down into the 
column (immediately after the 6th and 37th had 
passed) ; and succeeded in carrying off an im- 
mense quantity of baggag:e and a number of 
camels, without experiencing the least resist- 
ance. 

8tk. — At sunrise no order had been issued for 
the march, and the confusion was fearful. The 
force was perfectly disorganized, nearly every 
man paralyzed with cold, so as to be scarcely 
able to hold his musket or move. Many frozen 
corpses lay on the ground. The Sipahees burned 
their caps, accoutrements, and clothes to keep 
themselves warm. Some of the enemy appear- 
ing in rear of our position, the whole of the 
camp followers rushed to the front ; every man, 
woman, and child, seizing all the cattle that fell 
in their way, whether public or private. The 
ground was strewn with boxes of ammunition, 
plate, and property, of various kinds. A cask 
of spirits on the ground was broached by the 
artillerymen, and, no doubt, by other Europeans. 
Had the whole been distributed fairly to the 
men, it, would have done them good: as it was, 
they became too much excited. 

The enemy soon assembled in great numbers. 
Had they made a dash at us we could have of- 
fered no resistance, and all would have been 
massacred. 

After very great exertions on the part of 
commanding officers, portions of their corps 
were got together. The 44th, headed by Major 
Thain, drove the enemy off to a short distance, 
and took up a position on a conmianding height. 
The cavalry were also employed. Bullets kept 
whizzing by us, as we sat on our horses for 
hours. The artillerymen were now fully primed, 
by having had some brandy given them from 
the 54th's mess stores, which were being dis- 
tributed to any one who would take them. They 
mounted their horses, and, with the best feeling 
in the world, declared that they were ashamed 
at our inactivity, and vowed they would charge 
the enemy. Capt. Nicholl, their immediate 
commandant, came up, abused them as drunk- 
ards, and talked of punishment : not the way, 
under such circumstances, to quiet tipsy men. 
They turned to Sturt, shortly after their own of- 
ficer had left them, having showered curses and 
abuse on them which had irritated them dread- 
fully. Sturt told them they were fine fellows, 
and had ever proved themselves such during 
the siege ; but that their lives were too valu- 
able to be risked at such a moment: but, if 
need were, and their services were required, he 
would himself go with them. This, in a certain 
degree, restrained their ardour ; yet still they 
kept on talking valiantly. These men listened 
the more readily to Sturt because they knew 
him well : he was daily and hourly in the bat- 
teries with them, encouraging them by' being 
ever the foremost in the post of danger ; and, 
on those dreadfully cold nights during the siege, 
while there was a bottle of brandy to be had at 
any price, after his own small store was ex- 
pended, he gave those men on duty each one 
glass to warm and cheer them — a comfort they 
fully appreciated, as they had long been without 
what was now become necessary, though it is 
in general the soldier's bane. For myself, while 
I sat for hours on my horse in the cold, I felt 
very grateful for a tumbler of sherry, which at 



any other time would have made ttic very un^ 
ladylike, but now merely warmed me, and ap- 
peared to have no more strength in it than wa- 
ter. Cups full of sherry were given to young 
children, three and four years old, without in 
the least affecting their heads. 

When Major Thain took command of the 
44th, he took part of the 37th N. I. with him. 
The 44th lines were nearest to the men who 
were firing into our camp, which was only saved 
by the promptness of Thain and Lawrence, 
who brought up the escort at a trot in the direc- 
tion of the firing. He had to pass to the right 
of the 44th, and there he found about 160- of 
that regiment falling into their ranks. Major 
Thain was about 200 yards in advance, appa- 
rently reconnoitring the enemy, who were 
creeping up under cover of the ravines and hil- 
locks, and keeping up a desultory fire on our 
camp. About this time, a company of the 37tll 
N. L formed on Lawrence's right, and on Thain. 
making a signal all moved forward, and drove 
off the enemy in good style. Anderson's horse- 
were formed on the opposite face of the camp,, 
with orders to keep back the camp followers^ 
who were rushing towards the entrance (xf the- 
pass. Major Thain appears to have acted on the 
spur of the moment ; which is the only reason 
I can assign for his commanding the 44th. 
Lawrence was not under any one's orders ; as 
the general, before quitting cantonments, told 
him that his escort would be an independent 
body. 

I am by no means certain that our chiefs;, 
pursued the wisest course. Had they, when 
the enemy first appeared, showed a good front . 
and dashed at them, they would, probably, all 
have scampered off as fast as they could. The 
Affghans never stand a charge. 

The General and Major Pottinger soon dis- 
covered that Mohammed Akbar Khan was there, 
and entered into communication with him : - he 
agreed to protect the troops on condition that 
he should hereafter receive 15,000 rupees ; and 
that Pottingerj Lawrence, and Mackenzie should 
be given over to him as hostages for General 
Sale's evacuation of Jellalabad; but that the 
troops should not proceed farther than Tezeen 
until information be received of the march of 
the troops from that place. These disgraceful 
propositions were readily assented to ; and the 
three officers went off to the Sirdar. 

Capt. Lavtrrenoe received a note from Conol- 
ly, telling him to be cautious, to put ourselves 
as little as possible in Akbar's power, and, above 
all things, to push on as fast as we could ; but 
this note did not arrive until the conference was 
over, and all points adjusted. 

We commenced our march at aboat midday,, 
the 5th N. I. in front. The troops were in the 
greatest state of disorganization : the bag- 
gage was mixed in with the advanced guard, 
and the camp followers all pushed ahead in their 
precipitate flight towards Hindostan. 

Sturt, my daughter, Mr. Mein, and I, got up 
to the advance, and Mr. Mein was pointing o\x* 
to us the spots where the 1st brigade was at- 
tacked, and where he. Sale, &c., were wound- 
ed. We had not proceeded half a mile when 
we were heavily fired upon.. Chiefs rode with 
the advance, and desired us -to keep close to 
them. They certainly desired their followers,. 
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to shout to the people on the height not to fire : 
they did so, but quite ineffectually. These 
chiefs certainly ran the same risk we did ; but 
I verily believe many of these persons would 
individually sacrifice themselves to rid their 
country of us. 

After passing through some very sharp firing, 
we came upon Major Thain's horse, which had 
been shot through the loins. When we were 
supposed to be in comparative safety, poor Sturt 
rode back (to see after Thain, I believe) : his 
horse was shot under him, and before he could 
rise from the ground he received a severe wound 
in the abdomen. It was with great difficulty 
he was held upon a pony by two people, and 
brought into camp at Khoord CabuL 

l^he pony Mrs. Sturt rode was wounded in the 
ear and neck. I had fortunately only one ball 
in my arm ; three others passed through my 
poshteen near the shoulder without doing me 
any injury. The party that fired on us were 
not above fifty yards from us, and we owed our 
escape to urging our horses on as fast as they 
could go over a road wherein at any other time, 
we should have walked our horses very care- 
fully. 

The main attack of the enemy was on the 
column, baggage, and rear-guard ; and fortu- 
nate it was for Mrs. Sturt and myself that we 
kept with the chiefs. Would to God that Sturt 
had done so likewise, and not gone back. 

The ladies were mostly travelling in kajavas, 
and were mixed up with the baggage and col- 
umn in the pass : here they were heavily fired 
on. Many camels were killed. On one camel 
were, in one kajava, Mrs. Boyd and her young- 
est boy Hugh ; and in the other Mrs. Mainwa- 
ring and her infant, scarcely three months old, 
and Mrs. Anderson's eldest chUd. This camel 
WAS shot. Mrs. Boyd got a horse to ride ; and 
her child was put on another behind a man, 
who being shortly after unfortunately killed, the 
child was carried off by the Affghans. Mrs. 
Mainwaring, less fortunate, took her own baby 
in her arms. Mary Anderson was carried off 
in the confusion. Meeting with a pony laden 
with treasure, Mrs. M. endeavoured to mount 
and sit on the boxes, but they upset ; and in 
the hurry pony and treasure were left behind ; 
and the unfortunate lady pursued her way on 
foot, until after a time an Affghan asked her if 
she was wounded, and told her to mount be- 
hind him. This apparently kind offer she de- 
clined, being fearful of treachery ; alleging as 
an excuse that she could not sit behind him on 
account of the difilculty of holding her child 
when so mounted. This man shortly after 
snatched her shawl off her shoulders, and left 
her to her fate. Mrs. M.'s sufferings were very 
great ; and she deserves much credit for hav- 
ing, preserved her child through these dreadful 
scenes. She not only had to walk a consider- 
able distance with her child in her arms through 
the deep snow, but ha4 also to pick her way 
t)ver the bodies of the dead, dying, and wound- 
ed, both men and cattle, and constantly to cross 
the streams of water, wet, up to the knees, 
pushed and shoved about by men and animals, 
the enemy keeping up a sharp fire, and several 
persons being killed close to her. She, how- 
ever, got safe to camp with her child, but had 
no opportunity to change her clothes ; and I 



know from experience that it was many days'" 
ere my wet habit became thawed, and can fully 
api^reciate her discomforts. 

Mrs. Bourke, little Seymour Stoker, and his 
mother, and Mrs. Cunningham, all soldiers* 
wives, and the child of a man of the 13th, have • 
been carried off. The rear was protected by 
the 44th and 37th ; but as they neared the pass^ 
the enemyj concealed behind rocks, <fec., in- 
creased their fire considerably upon them. The 
companies that had been skirmishing on the 
flanks of the rear-guard closed in ; and they 
slowly entered the pass, keeping up a heavy^ 
fire on the assailants, who had by this time got ■ 
among the straggling camp followers and Sipa- 
hees. Owing to a halt having taken place m. 
front, the pass was completely choked up ; and 
for a considerable time the 44th were station- 
ary under a heavy fire, and were fast expend- 
ing their ammunition. The 37th continued 
slowly moving on without firing a shot ; being' 
paralyzed with cold to such a degree that no- 
persuasion of their officers could induce them 
to make any effort to dislodge the enemy, who* 
took from some of them not only their firelocks,, 
but even the clothes from their persons ; sev- 
eral men of the 44th supplied themselves with^ 
ammunition from the pouches of the Sipahees : 
and many proceeded to the front owing to their 
ammunition being expended. Major Scott and ' 
Captain Swinton, of the 44th, had also gone to> 
the front severely wounded ; and the command 
of the regiment devolved on Captain Souter. 
Lieutenant Steer, of the 37th N. I., with great 
difficulty succeeded in bringing to the rear a. 
yaboo loaded with ammunition : but scarcely 
were the boxes placed^ on the ground, opened,, 
and a few rounds taken out, than they ^ere 
obliged to be abandoned ; as, owing to our fire 
having slackened, the enemy became bolder and 
pressed upon the rear in great numbers. They 
had the advantage of being covered by our strag- 
glers, which compelled our men to retire, firing 
volleys indiscriminately among them and the 
Aflghans. At this time our men were dropp^ng^. 
fast from a flanking fire from the heights ; and,, 
seeing it was useless to attempt to maintain a 
position in the rear, under such circumstances, 
with only about sixty men, they were with- 
drawn; and with difficulty forced their way 
through the crowd to a more commanding po- 
sition, where the rear-guard of the 44th was 
joined by Gen. !Blphinstone, Col. Chambers, of 
the 5th Lt. Cavalry, with some troopers, and 
Capt. Hay, with a few of the Irregular Horse, 
and the only remaining gun, one having been 
abandoned in the pass. The 37th and th© 
camp followers gradually passed to the front ; 
but the Affghans were checked from following 
them. 

After halting full an hour to let the stragglers, 
<fec., get well to the front, they resumed their 
march ; but, owing to the depth of the snow,, 
the troops were compelled to assist the gun by 
manual labour, the iiorses being unable to get i& 
on. In this way they reached the encamping 
ground, without molestation from the enemy. 

On leaving Cabul each Sipahee had fbrty 
rounds of musket ammunition in pouch, with 
100 spare loads — ^we have not now three camel 
loads left ; and many Sipahees have not a shigler 
cartridge in pouch. 
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690 of our regular troops, and about 2500 of 
'the camp followers, are killed. 

Poor Sturt was laid on the side of a bank, 
with his wife and myself beside him. It began 
snowing heavily: Johnson and Bygrave got 
some xummuls (coarse blankets) thrown over 
us. Dr. Bryce, H. A., came and examined 
Sturt's wound : he dressed it ; but I saw by the 
expression of his countenance that there was 
no hope. He afterward kindly cilt the ball out 
of my wrist, and dressed both ray wounds. 

Half of a Sipahee's pall had been pitched, in 
which the ladies and their husbands took refuge. 
We had no one to scrape the snow off the 
ground in it. Capt. Johnson and Mr. Mein first 
assisted poor Sturt over to it, and then carried 
Mrs. Sturt and myself through the deep snow. 
Mrs. Sturt*s bedding (saved by the ayah riding 
on it, whom we kept up close with ourselves) 
was now a comfort for my poor wounded son. 
He siiffe^red dreadful agony all night, and intol- 
erable thirst ; and most grateful did we feel to 
Mr. Mein for going out constantly to the stream 
to procure Water : we had only a small vessel 
to fetch it in, which contained but a few mouth- 
iuls. 

To sleep in such anxiety of mind and intense 
^old was impossible. There were nearly thirty 
of us packed together without room to turn. 

The Sipahees and camp followers, half fro- 
zen, tried to force their way, not only into the 
tent, but actQally into our beds, if such resting- 
.places can be so Called — a poshteen (or pelisse 
of sheepskin) half spread on the snow, and the 
other haif wrapped over one. 

Many ^oor wretches died round the tent in 
• the night. 

The light company of the 54th N. L, which 
left Cabul, thirty-six hours previously, eighty 
strong, was reduced to eighteen files. This is 
only one instance, which may fairly be taken 
as a general average of the destruction of our 
force. 

9th. — Before sunrise the same confusion as 
yesterday. Without any order given, or bugle 
sounded, three fourths of our fighting men had 
pushed on in advance with the camp followers. 
As many as could, had appropi^ated to them- 
selves all the public yaboos and camels, on 
which they mounted. 

A portion of the troops had also regularly 
. moved off, the only order appearing to be, " Come 
along ; we are all going, and half the men are 
off, with the camp followers in advance !'* We 
had gone perhaps a mile, when the whole were 
remanded back to their former ground ; and a 
Aalt for the day was ordered, in accordance with 
the wishes of the Sirdar ; who had represented 
to the general, through Capt. Skinner, that his 
arrangements were not made, either as regard- 
ed our security or provisions. Skinner urged 
the general to show some mark of confidence 
in the Sirdar's promises ; which he instantly 
4id by sending Capt. Anderson to order back 
the troops and baggage. 

Mrs. Trevor kindly rode a pony, and gave up 
her place in the kajava to Sturt, who must other- 
wise have been left to die on the ground. The 
rough motion increased his suffering, and ac- 
celerated his death : but he was still conscious 
that his wife and I were with him ; and we had 
the sorrowful satisfaction of giving him Chris- 1 
tian burial 



More than one half of the force is now frost*' 
bitten or wounded'; and' most ctf the men oan * 
scarcely pat a foot to the ground. 4. 

This is the fburth day that our cattle have had 
no food ; and the men are starved with cold ^ 
and hunger. ^. 

Reports are prevalent in camp that the Irregf '^^ 
ular Cavalry, and the £nvo/8 escort, are about 
to desert to Mahommed Akbar Khan ; and, also, 
that the Affghans are tampering with our Sipa- 
hees to leave us and return to Cabul. The Su- 
badar major of the STth N. L has deserted : he 
was a Subadar Bahakur of the order oi British 
India. 

Shortly after Pottinger, Mackenzie, and Law- 
rence, arrived at the Khoord Cabul fort with the 
Sirdahj he turned to Lawrence and said that iie 
had a proposal to make, but that he did not like 
to do so, lest his motives might be miscon- 
strued ; but that, as it concerned us more than 
himself, he would mention it ; and that it was, 
that all the married men, with their families, 
should come Over and put themselves under his 
protection, he guarantying them honourable 
treatment, and safe escort to Peshawer. He 
added, that Lawrence, must have seen, from 
the events of the day previous — ^the loss of Capt. 
Boyd*s and Capt. Ahder8on*)9 children, &c. — 
that our camp was no place of safety for the 
ladies and children. Lawrence replied, that he 
considered the proposition a most admirable 
one ; and, Skinner coming in just then, he jre- 
peated what had passed to him, who replied, 
" This is jast what I was thinking of suggest- 
ing." On which Lawrence begged he would go 
off and get the general's sanction, and bring 
them all without delay. Major Pottinger oon- 
cnrred entirely in the expediency of th& meas- 
ure. 

Our present position is one of imminent pen!. 
Immediately on Skinner's arrival about midday, 
we set off, escorted by some chiefs, to a fort about 
two miles distant, where Mahommed Akbar 
Khan had taken up his temporaiy residence. 
Capt. Troup, Brigade-major to the Shah's force, 
who was wounded, accompanied the party, as 
did also Mr. Mein of the 13th, who, having been 
sent back with a year's sick-leave to CUbul, after 
he was wounded in October, followed Mrs. Stort's 
and my fortunes, not being attached to any corps, 
nor having any duty to perform. 

There can be little doubt but that the proposi- 
tion was acceded to by the general in the two- 
fold hope of placing the ladies and children be- 
yond the dangers and dreadful privations of the 
camp, and also of showing the Sirdar that he 
was sincere in his wish to negotiate a truce, and 
thus win from him a similar feeling of confidence. 

Overwhelmed with domestic affliction, neither 
Mrs. Start nor I were in a fit State to decide for 
ourselves whether we would accept the Sirdar's 
protection or not. There was«but faint hope of 
our ever getting safe to Jellalabad ; aiid we fol- 
lowed the stream. But although there was 
much talk regarding our going over, all I person- 
ally know of the affair is, that I was told we 
were all to go, and that our horses were ready, 
and we must mount immediately and be off. 

We were taken by a very circuitous route to 
the Khoord Cabul forts, where we found Mahon*- 
med Akbar Khan and the hostages. Mr. B<^d's 
little boy had been brought there, and was re- 



t't 



LADY SALE'S JOURNAI*. 



49 



' stofed to his pareats. Mts: Barnes and young 

"^ Stoker were also saved, and joined our party. 

' Anderson's little girl is said to have been taken 

to Cabal, to the Nawaub Zeman Shah Khan. 
> Three rooms were cleared oat for us, haying 
\io outlets except a small door to each ; and, of 
course, they were dark and dirty. The party to 
which I belonged consisted of Mrs. Trevor and 
seven children, Lieut, and Mrs. Waller and child, 
Mrs. Stun, Mr. Mein, and myself, Mrs. Smith 
and Mrs. Burnes, two soldiers* wives, and young 
Stoker, child of a soldier of the 18th, who was 
«aved from people who were carrying him off to 
the hills, and came in covered, we fear, with his 
mother's blood : of her we have no account, nor 
-•f Mrs. Cunningham, both of the 13th. The di- 
mensions of our room are, at the utmost, four- 
teen feet by ten. 

At midnight, some mutton bones and greasy 
rice were brought to us. 

All that Mrs. Sturt and I possess are the 
clothes on our backs in which we quitted Cabul. 

Here I must divide the account. I shall go 
•n with my own personal adventures ; and after- 
ward, from the same date, follow up the for- 
tunes of our unhappy army, from the journals of 
firiends who, thank God ! have lived through all 
their sufferings. 

lOth. — ^Mahommed Akbar Khan left us, to es- 
cort our troops. 600 deserters are said to have 
come in to him. It is reported that the thieves 
have nearly exterminated our force ; and that 
ibar of Mahommed Akbar's sirdars are killed. 
Akbar is expected back at night ; and if the n»d 
is clear, we are to march at night and go thirty 
miles. Some officers are said to have taken 
refuge in a fort near this place. A letter came 
Irom the general, stating that he wished Capt. 
Anderson and Capt. Boyd to return': this was in 
consequence of a representation made to him 
that And^son's making over the command of 
his corps to Lieut. Le Geyt, and going away, 
might have a bad^efifect on his men, who now 
showed symptoms of an inclination to leave us 
to our fate. But it was decided by the politicals 
that for those officers to return would have tht 
appearance of their faith in the Sirdar's promises 
being shaken, and that it would be productive 
of much evil : they remained therefore with us. 
Here was another instance of the general's vacil- 
lation. Anderson, on his return from taking the 
message to bring the troops back^ was c«deiied 
'1>y the general to go off with the other married 
men and £Euaailies. Whatever may have been 
his own sentiments on the occasion, his opinion 
was never asked, and he had but to obey. 

lUh. — ^We marched, being necessitated to 
leave all the servants that could not walk, the 
Sirdar pronnsing that they should be fod. It 
would be impossible for me to describe the feel- 
ings with which we pursued our way throui^ 
the dreadful scenes that awaited us. The road 
covered with awfully mangled bodies, all naked : 
fifty-eight Europeans were counted in the Tun- 
ghee and dip of the-NullaJi ; the natives innumer- 
able. Nombers of camp followers, still alive, 
ftost-bitten and starving ; some perfectly out of 
their senses and idiotic. Major Ewart, 54th, 
and Major Scott, 44th, were recognised as we 
passed them; with some others. The sight was 
dreadful ;. the smell of the blood sickening ; and 
the corpses lay so thick that it was impoasible 



to look from them, as it required care to guide 
my horse so as not to tread upon the bodies : 
but it is unnecessary to dwell on such a dis- 
tressing and revolting subject. 

We hear that Mahommed Abkar Khan offer- 
ed to escort the army down, provided the troops 
laid down their arms; but that the General 
went on, upon his own responsibUity. 

We arrived at the Tezeen fort, where we 
were well treated; and where we found Lieut. 
Melville, 54th. He had, in guarding the colour 
of his regiment, received five severe wounds. 
He had fortunately seven rupees about him; 
these he gave to an A%han to take him to the 
Sirdar, who dressed his wounds with his own 
hands, applying burned rags ; and paid him every 
attention. 

l%th, — We went to Seh Baba ; and thence 
9ut of the road, following the bed of the river, to 
AbdooUah Khan^s fort. We passed our las^ 
gun, abandoned, with poor Dr. Cardew's body 
lying on it, and three Europeans close by it. 

During the march, we were joined by Mr. 
Magrath, surgeon of the 37th N. I., and six men 
of the 44th. He had been wounded and taken 
prisoner on the 10th, while endeavouring to 
rally a party of some forty or fifty irregular 
cavalry, and bring them to the assistance of the 
unfortunate wounded men, who were being 
butchered at the bottom of the Huft Kohtul. 
On his coming up with this party, and again 
ordering them to halt, to his great disgust he 
found Khoda Bukh Khan, a Ghilzye chief, among 
them ; to whom they were apologizing for not 
having gone over the day previous, as their 
comrades had done. Mr. Magrath had several 
narrow escapes ; and, when surrounded by 
Ghilzye footmen with their long knives drawn, 
owed fads life in a great measure to an Affghan 
horseman, who recognised him as having shown 
some little kindnesa to some of his sick friends 
at Cabul. 

At night we had snow. 

Our whole party, ladies and gentlemen, cram- 
med into one room ; ope side of which was par- 
titioned off with mats and filled with grain. 
Here an old woman cooked chupatties for us, 
three for a rupee ; but, finding the demand great, 
she soon raised the price to a rupee each. 

IZth, — We travelled over mountain paths, 
where the camels found it difilcult to get on 
with the kajavas, till we arrived at Jugdaluk : 
near the Ghavoy there had been fearful slaugh« 
ter, principally of Europeans. 

We found Gen. Elji^instone, Brig. Shelton, 
and Capt. Johnson here in tents. 

Having brooght our party safe to Jugdaluk, I 
now return to the proceedings of our unfortu- 
nate army ; taking up the tale at the period 
when the ladies and their parly took protection. 
On the 9th a round Affghan tent was pitched 
for the ladies ; and we felt the courtesy of Uie 
sirdars, who slept in the open air to ffye us 
shelter, even such as it was, for the wind blew 
in in eveiy direction. 

Immediately after our departure, the irregular 
horse, with the exception of about eighty men, 
went over in a body to the Sirdar ; and as they 
were afterward seen in company with a body of 
Afi[£|han horse at about a mile's distance, there 
was an attack from them apprehended : all was 
eonst^mfttion. Several of our Sipah^es abseot*^ 
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ed themselves during the day, also a ntimher of 
camp followers. A message was sent to Ma- 
hommed Akbar Khan, and a hope expressed 
that he would not Ikvoar Uie desertion of the 
troops ; and he promised that' all going over to 
him should be shot, which was immediately 
made known to the men. One of the Mission 
chuprassies was caught in the act of going off, 
and shot. 

Lieut. Mackay, assistant to Capt. Johnson, 
was sent in the afternoon to the Sirdar (to the 
fort where the ladies were), for the purpose of 
being the bearer of a letter to Gen. Sale at Jel- 
lalabad, to order him to evacuate his position. 
This letter wias written by Major Pottinger. 

All the dhooley bearers either deserted or 
were murdered the first da^. 

The whole of i\ie camels and yaboos have 
been either taken by the enemy or plundered b^ 
our no less lawless camp followers and soldiers. 

The gii'eatest confusion prevailed all day ; and 
anjuety and suspense for the ultimate fate of 
the army was intense ; all expecting that if in 
a few hours they were not deprived of life by 
cold and hunger, they would fall by the knives 
of the Afl|^hans ; which, had they been then at- 
tacked, must indubitably have occurred ; for on 
the return of the troops after their set-out in the 
morning, commanding oflcers had great diffi- 
culty in collecting sixty files a corps : but even 
of these many could scarcely hold a musket ; 
many died of cold and misery that night. To 
add to their wretcliedness, many were nearly, 
and sonie wholly, afflicted with snow blindness. 

lOM.— No sooner was it light than the usual 
rush to the front was made by the mixed rab- 
ble of camp followers,' Sipahees, and Europeans 
in one huge mass. Hundreds of poor wretches, 
unable to seize any animals for themselves, or 
despoiled by stronger persons of those they had, 
were left on the road to die or be butchered. 

After much exertion, the advance, consisting 
of the 44th, the only remaining six-pounder, and 
about fifty files of the fith cavalry, managed to 
get ahead of the crowd. The Afi^hans were 
appearing on the hills early : on arriving at the 
Tunghee Tareekee, a narrow gorge about ten 
feet wide and two miles distant from their last 
ground, Capt. Johnson was sent with the ad- 
vance ; the heights were taken possession of by 
the enemy, who fired down incessantly on the 
road, from which they were inaccessible. The 
show increased in diBpth as the army advanced. 
There is a gradual ascent all the way from 
Khoord Cabol to Kubber.-i-Jul^ar, a distance of 
five miles ; the progress was necessarily slow, 
and many poor felto^i^s were shot. 

"^After getting through the pass, not above fifty 
yards in length, they proceed to Kubber-i Jub- 
har ; where they halted fbr their comrades. 

Latterly no Affghans had 'been seen, except at 
a distance; the hoiror of our people was there- 
fore the greater ^hen a few stragglers from the 
rear came up, and reported themselves as the 
remnant of the rear column, almost every man 
of which had beeii either killed or wounded : 
Capt. Hbpkitis had his arm broken by a rausket 
hall. There was now not a single Sip^ee left 
of the whole Gahul force. 

A desperate attack bad been made by a boJy 
of Affghans, sword in hand : our men made no 
resistance, but threw away their arms and ao 



coutrements ; and fell an easy prey to^our hat* 
barous and bloodthirsty foe. 

The rear-guard was composed of the 64th leg^ 
iment. On arriving at the narrow pass called; 
Tonghee Tareekee, or " the dark pass," a turn 
in the road shut out from their sight the enemy,, 
who had followed close on their heels, but our 
whom th^ had received strict orders not to 
fire ; although the Ghiizyes, from the heights 
and ravines, bad kept up a sharp discharge, kill- 
ing many Sipahees and camp followers, and cut- 
ting up all wounded and sick left behind. On 
arriving at the above-mentioned pass, the tunt 
in the road allowed the Ghiizyes to close up;, 
and a general attack was made on all sides;,, 
hundreds of Afifghans rushing down from tha 
rocks and biUs, cut to pieces their now reduced, 
regiment. Here Major Ewart, commanding-, 
54th, had both his anus broken by bullets ftom 
the Juzails ; Lieut. Morrison, the adjutant, wa& 
wounded; and Lieut. Weaver, of the shmo 
corps, sliffhUy. Lieut. MelviUe, on observing, 
the J«ma&r, who carried the regiment's colour^, 
wounded and droppmg his charge, seized it; 
and, after vainly attempting to tear it off the 
staff, to which it was too firmly attacked, made 
his vinay on foot (his horse having been fcflledV 
with the colour in his hand. This made him a 
mark for the enemy; and ere he had got out of 
the pass, being nearly, or quite, the last man of 
the column, or rather rabble, he received a spear 
wound in his back, which threw him on his. face : 
ere well able to rise, a severe sword-cut in the^ 
h^d again laid him prostrate; but he contrived 
to crawl as far as the fast retreating column ; 
when again the knife of an AfiTghan wounding 
him in the heck, and a spear in thfi chin, he gave 
up all for lost. He was now surrounded by & 
dozen Ghiizyes, and no man, save the dead 
and dying, near him ; when the enemy, observ- 
ing a box of treasure on the opposite side of the 
pass, left him, for the purpose of rifling the mour* 
ey, either supposing they had ahready killed him, 
or intending to return when they had secured 
the more valuable booty. This pause gave 
Lieut. Melville an opportunity of escaping and 
rogaining the column ; which, although weak 
fixHik his wounds, he availed himself of ; and by 
going through the snow in the ravines, he con* 
trived to reach the column ; where a pony with- 
out an owner, or saddle of any description, pre- 
senting itself, he scramUed on to ft ; and, with 
the assistance of a Mehter, gained the centre of 
the column, where the 44th and one gunostiU 
kept some order. Lieut. Melville was tied on 
the gun, and was told by Gen. Elphinstone, that 
he should be sent over to the charge of the Sir- 
dar, Mohammed Akbar Khan, on reaching T^ 
seen, or at any opportunity of gwng. 

On a report of a large body c£ horse being ob>. 
served in the rear, the gun was ordered there ; .: 
and Lieut. Melville was placed on a bank on the - 
road-side. The column passed on ; and he wa» 
expecting the fate of the other poor fellows wh» 
had fallen ; when, providentially fox him, a horse- 
man 'rode up, who had known him in canton- 
ments, and who strapped liim on his horse, and 
took him over to the party of horsemen, consist- 
ing of Mohammed Akbar Khan and his follow-* 
ers ; who received him mo^ kindly, and, binding 
up his wounds, gave him a loonghee, his regi^ 
meat cap being out to. pieces. 
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The loongfaee is the cloth worn as a turban 
^mmonfy by the Affghans, an4 is generally of 
blue check with a red border : those worn by the 
Khyberries are much gayer, and have a large 
admixtuM of yeUow. 

- Melvifle gave to Omer Khan, the horseman 
who saved his life, seven mpeea, being aU the 
prqMrty he possessed. 

Every particle of baggage was gone. 

The small remnant of the aimy consisted of 
about f seventy files of the 44th, fifty of the 5th 
cavalry, and one six-pounder gun. Observing 
a body of cavalry in their rear, they determined 
to bring their solitary gun into position, and 
make a last efibrt for existence. Finding it was 
again Mohammed Akbar Khan, Gapt. Skinner 
(A88ist.»Oom.-Gen.X by direction of the general, 
went over; under escort, to him, to remonstrate 
on the attack made on our troops ailer a tareaty 
had been entered into for our protection. He 
replied, he regetted it, he could not contjrol the 
Ghilzyes (the inhabitants of this part of the 
country) with his small body of horae, abont 
300 ; but that as the remnant of our troops was 
merely a few Europeans, he woeld guaranty 
their safety, and that of all the European officerSj 
to Jellalabad, if the general would oonduet them 
all disanned, while the Afifghans were to have 
the use of their weapons; < He satd his motives 
fbi this were, that should they bring their arms 
with them, his own followers wouid be afraid 
of treachery. To this proposition the general 
would not assent. 

Mackay returned with Skinner £rom the Sir- 
dar, as the road to Jellalabad was said to be un- 
safe. 

The troops- continued their fearful march : 
the remnant of the camp followers, with several 
wounded ofiicer^, went ahead: for five miles 
they saw no enemy : all who could not walk 
were necessarily left behind. They descended 
a long steep descent to the bed of the Tezeen 
NttUah. At this dip the scene was horrible : the 
ground was covered with dead and dying, among 
whom were several ofiicerB : they had b^n sud* 
denly attacked and overpowered. The enemy 
here crowded from the tops of the hills in all di- 
rections down the bed of the Nullah, through 
which the route lay for three miles ; and* our 
men continued their progress through an inces* 
sant fire firom the heights on both sides, until 
their arrival in the Tezeen valley^ at about hi^ 
past four P.M. 

The descent from the Huft Kohtul was about 
2000 feet ; and here they lost the «now< 

About 12,000 persons have perished I 

A quarter of an hour aAer tixeir anival* the 
Sirdar and a party came into the valley to a fort 
higher up belonging to his father-in-law, Mo^ 
hammed Shah Khan. A signal was made to his 
horsemen to* ap{Nroaoh : two came, and Qap|. 
Skinner, by the general!s desire, aocoinpattled 
them to Mohammed Akbar Khan, to devise some 
means of saving the remnaat--«bout 4000 peo- 
ple of all deseriptionSk 

Skinner returned at dusk, and brought baok. 
the same message, as from Kubber-i-Jubhar, re- 
garding disarming the Enropeaas; and again 
this was refiised. 

The General then decided, weak and lanusbed 
as the troops were, and without any prospect of 
procuring provisions at Tezeen^ to maiph ?it 



seven in the evening (ibey had left Khoord 
Cabul, fifteen miles from Tezeen, half past six. 
A. M.)t and proceed, if possible, through the Jug- 
daluk pass by eight or nine the next morning. 
In this coasi«^ their only chance of safety ; for, 
should the enemy obtain intimation of theii ap- 
proaehi the pass would be occupied, and the 
object defeated. Johnson pQiated out to the 
General that Mahommed Akbar Khan and bis 
paurty could, by means of a short cut across the 
mountains, start long after them, and arrive ^ 
fore them, ready to oppose them. 

Jogdaluk is about twenty-four miles from 
Tezeen; the paes about two miles long, very 
narrow, and commanded on both sides by h^h 
and precipitous bills. 

At Tezeen Gen. Eiphinstone received a note 
in cipher from Capt. ConoUy, warning him that 
Mahommed Akbar Khan had quitted Cabul, with . 
the avowed intention of getting into his hands 
the person of the Gener^, and all the married 
people with their families. 

A message was sent to Mahommed Akbar 
Khan that they were going to march to Seh 
Baba, seven miles from Tezeen (this place is. 
sometimes called Tukeea^i-Fakeer) : the road 
lies down the bed of a Nullah, with high hills on 
either side. The place is only remarkable from 
having a few trees and a grave or two under 
theip ; and from the latter I believe it takes its 
namci 

The camp ioQowers having been the bane of this 
unfortunate army, they.hop^i to move off quietly 
and y^ye them behind : but no sooner did they 
start, than they found that all who were able to 
stand were accompanying them. They left their 
remaining gun behind ; and Dr. Cardew, who 
was raortolly wounded at the dip into the Tezeen 
Nullah, was laid on the carriage to await death, 
which was rapidly approaching : he was found 
dead by Mahommed Akbar*s people the next 
morning. 

The night was fine and moonlit, and they 
reaped Seh Baba about midnight ; here a few 
shots were fired Qn them ; and the rear being 
attacked, the whole remains of the 44th, with 
the exception. of about nine files to form the ad- 
vance, were ordered there ; and thus the column, 
remained until their arrival at Jugdaluk ; their 
progress being again impeded by that evil which 
always attend Indian armies, the camp follow- 
ers, who» if a shot is fired in advance, invariably 
fall back ; and if in rear, rush to the front. 

lU^^-From Seh Baba the road turns ofiT. 
sharp to the right over the mountains to Jugda- 
luk ; and acro>;^ the Nullah is seen the short 
road to Cabul, but which cannot be travelled by 
guns,or camels. 

At S^h Baba Dr. Duff (the Surgeon-General 
to the iforces in Affghanietan), who bad had his 
hand cut off with a penknife at Tezeen, |n con^ 
sequence of a severe wound, was from weak- 
ness obliged to lag behind, and was two days 
afterward found murdered. 

Bareekbub is three miles from Seh Baba: 
there is a clear stream of water, and several 
caves in the rocks. Here our force observed a 
number of people in the caves, with whom they 
did not interfere, as they did not molest them, 
l^ey eventually fired some volleys on the rear. 

At daybres^ the advance arrived at Killa 
Sung, about seven miles from Seh Baba, where 
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there are somis streams of water : this is the 
general encamping ground though very con- 
lined, and commanded by hills all round. 

Tliey proceeded about half a mile farther on, 
and then halted, until the rear-guard should ar- 
rive ; but they, having been much molested on 
the road, did not arrive for two hours. On their 
ih^t arrival not an Affghan was to be seen, but 
shortly several made their appearance on the 
hills, and the number continued every moment 
to increase. Not a drop of water was procu- 
rable ; nor would they get any until their arrival 
at Jugdaluk. They had marched for twenty-four 
hours consecutively, and had still ten miles to 
go before they could hope for rest. On being 
joined by the rear-guard they continued their 
march ; the enemy in small numbers watching 
every opportunity to murder stragglers from the 
column. 

At two miles from Jugdaluk the descent into 
the valley commences. 

The hjjls on each side of the road were occu- 
pied by the enemy, who kept firiiig from their 
long juzails ; and again the road was covered 
with dead and dying, as they were in such a 
a mass that every shot told. ' 

' On arrival in the valley, a position, was taken 
tip on the first height near some ruined walls. 
As scarcely any Europeans of the advance now 
remained, and the enemy were increasing, the 
General called all the officers (about twenty) 
to form line and show a front : they had scarcely 
done so when Capt. Grant, Assistant-Adjutant- 
General, received a ball through the cheek which 
broke his jaw. 

On the arrival of the rear-guard, followed up 
by the enemy, the latter took possession of two 
heights close to our position: on which our 
force went for security within the ruined walls. 
The men were almost maddened with hunger 
and thirst : a stream of pure water ran within 
150 yards of the position, but no man could go 
for it without being massacred. 

For about half an hour they had a respite 
if^om the fire of the enemy, who now only watch- 
ed their proceedings. 

The General desired Johnson to see if there 
were any bullocks or camels procurable among 
the followers : he obtained three bullocks, which 
were killed, served out, and devoured instantly, 
although raw, by the Europeans. 

A few horsemen coming in sight, they signed 
for one to approach: he did so, and on being 
c[itestioned what chief was present, said Mahom- 
med Akbar Khan. A message was sent to the 
iSirdar by the General to know why they were 
again molested : the chief replied, he wished- to 
converse with Skinner^ who immediately ac- 
companied the messenger. This was about half 
past three P.M. of the Uth. 

After marching for thirty hours they lay down 
on the ground, worn out by cold, hunger, thirst, 
^nd fatigue : but scarcely had Skinner taken his 
departure, when volley after volley was poured 
into the enclosure where they were resting. All 
was instant confusion, and a general rush took 
place outside the walls ; men and cattle all hud- 
dled together, each striving to hide himself from 
the murderous fire of the enemy. 

At this time twenty gallant men of the 44th 
made a simultaneous rush down the hill, to drive 
the enony off the heights they occupied : in this 



they were successful^ for, supposing they were 
followed by the rest, the foe took to flight, eie 
our men could reach their position. 

In about a (]piarter of an hour, as so small a 
party would not admit of any division, this party 
was recalled. They again entered within the 
broken walls ; and instantly our inveterate foes 
were in their former position dealing death 
among them. 

About 5 o'clock Skinner returned with' a mes- 
sage that the Sirdar wished to see the General, 
Brig. Sfaelton, and Johnson ; and if they would 
go over to confer with him, he would engage to 
put a stop to any farther massacre, and also to 
give food to bur troops: and on condition of 
their remaining with him as hostages for Gen. 
Sale's evacuation of Jellalabad, he would escort 
all the small remaining party in safety. 

Mabommed Shah Khan, father-in-law to the 
Sirdar, and whose daughter is with the Dost at 
Loodianah, is one of the principal Ghilzye chiefs ; 
he came at dusk with an escort to receive them ; 
and they started in the confident hope that some 
arrangement would be entered into to save the 
lives of the remainder of the army. The Gen- 
eral and the above-mentioned officers proceeded 
to the top of the valley for about two miles, and 
found the Sirdar and his party in bivouac ; no- 
thing could exceed the kmd ihanner in which 
they Wi^ received. The chief, on hearing they 
had not tasted food for forty-eight hours, had a 
cloth spread on the ground; and a good pillau audi 
other dishes, as also tea, were quickly brought : 
and they formed a circle, round it, and all ate out 
of the same dish. 

Their hunger, though great, was not to be 
compared to their thirst, which had not been 
quenched for two days. 

The party consisted of the Sirdar, Mahommed 
Akbar Khan, Mahommed Shah Khan, Abdool 
Ghyas Khan (son of Jubhar Khan), and a young 
lad called Abdool Hakeem Khan, nephew to the 
Sirdar. The attention of the Sirdar and his par- 
ty was excessive; and after dinner they sat 
round a blazing fire, and conversed on various 
subjects. The General requested that Mahom- 
med Akbar Khan would early in the morning 
forward provisions to the troops, and make ar- 
rangements for supplying them with water : all 
which he faithfully promised to do. 

The General was anxious for permission to 
return to his trpops ; and offisred to send Brig. 
Anquetil, should the Sirdar require an officer in 
his stead. >, Johnson, by the General's desire, 
pointed out to the Sirdar the stigma that would 
attach to him as commander of the force, were 
he to remain in a place of comparative security, 
while such dang^ impended over the troops. 
To this the Sirdar would not consent. At about 
11 P.M., the Sirdar promised he would early in 
the morning call the chiefs of the pass together, 
to make arrangements for a safe escort : he then 
showed them into a small tent, where, stretched 
on their cloaks, they found relief in sleep. 

Our unfortunate force at Jugdabik this day. 
consisted of 150 men of the 44th; 16 dismount- 
ed horse artillery men ; 25 of the 5th eavahy. 
Not a single Sipahee with arms, no spare am- 
munition, and the few rounds in pouch had been 
taken from the killed. 

12^.— The English officers arose at sunrise^ 
and found the Sirdar and his party were up. 
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They showed them the saiiie civility as over 
night ; two confidential seryants of the chief 
were appointed to wait on them ; and they were 
warned not to attempt to leave the teot withoat 
one of these men, lest they shoidd be maltreated 
or insnlted by the Ghib^yes, who were flodong 
in to pay their respects to Mabommed Ak,bar. 

Aboat 9 A.M., the chiefs of the pass and the 
country around Soorkhab arrived. Soerkhab is 
about thirteen miles from Jugdalnk, tawards Jel- 
lalabad, and is the usual halting ground. 

The chie& sat down to discuss afiairs. They 
were bitter in their hatred towards us ; and de- 
clared that nothing would satisfy them and their 
men, but our extermmation. Money they would 
not receive. The Sirdar, as far as words could 
prove his sincerity, did all in bis power to con- 
ciliate them; and, when all other arguments 
iailed, reminded them that his father and fomily 
were in the power of the British government at 
Loodianah ; and that vengeance would be tidten 
on the latter if mercy were not riiowed to ike 
British in their power. 

Mabommed Shah Khan offered them 00,000 
rupees on condition of our force not being mo- 
lested. After some time they took their depart- 
ure to consult with their followers ; and Mahom.- 
med Shah Khan mentioned to Johnson that he 
feared the chiefs would not, without some great 
inducement, resist the temptation of plunder and 
murder that now offered itself: and wound up 
the discourse by asking if we would give them 
two lakhs of rupees for a free passage. On this 
being explained to the General, he gave his con- 
sent ; and it was made known to Mabommed 
Shah Khan, who went away and promised to re- 
turn quickly. 

The General again begged of the Sirdar to 
permit him to return to his troops ) but withoiit 
avail. 

Johnson, by the General's desire, wrote early 
in the day to Skinner, to come to the Sirdar, 
Hiis letter and two others, it is to be feared, he 
never received. A report was brought in that 
Skinner was wounded, but not dangerou^; the 
Sirdar expressed much sorrow ; poor Skinner 
died of his wound the same day. 

Until 12 o'clock crowds of Ghilzyes, with their 
respective chiefs, continued to pour in from the 
surrounding country to make their salaams to 
Mabommed Akbar Khan, to partieipale in the 
plunder of our unfortunate people, and to revel 
in the massacre of the Europeans. From their 
expressions of hatred towards our whole race, 
they appeared to anticipate more delight in cut- 
ting our throats than in the expected booty. 
However, on a hint from the Sir^r, they changed 
the language in which they conversed, from !^r- 
sian to Pushtoo, which was not understood by* 
our officers. 

The Sirdar, to all appearance, while sitting 
with Johnson, endeavoured to conciliate them ; 
hVLt it very probably was only done as a blind to 
hide his real feelings. 

In two instances, the reply of the ehiefb was — 
** When Bumes came ii^to this country, was not 
your father entreated by us to kin him ; or he 
iBvoidd go back to Hindostan, and at some fu- 
ture day bring an army and tdke our country 
from us ? He would not listen to our advice, 
^ind what is the consequence 1 Let us now, that 
we have the opportunity, take advantage of it ; 
and kill those infidel dogs." 



At about 13, the Shrdar left them, and went oir 
the top of a hill in the rear of the British biv- 
ouac. . He did not return till sunset ; and in re- 
ply to the anxious inquiry when Ms^ommed 
Shan Khffli would return, they were always told 
immediately. Frequent assurances had been 
given that the troops had been supplied with 
food and water ; but subsequently they learned 
that neither l^ad been given them in their dire 
necessity. 

The Sirdar returned at dusk ; and was soon 
followed by Mabommed Shah Khan, who brought 
intdligenoe that all was finally and amicably ar- 
ranged for the safe conduct of the troops to Jed- 
lalabad. The Sirdar said he would accompany 
them in the mornuig early. By l^e G^neraPa 
request, Johnson wrote to Brig. Anquetil to have 
the troops in readiness to march by 8 o'clock : 
he had atoo oonunatioed a letter to General Sale 
to evacuate Jellalabad (this being part of the 
terms). Suddenly, and before the first note was. 
sent ofi^ much imisketry was heard dowA th& 
raSkif in the direction of the troops ; and. a re- 
port was brought in that the Europeans were 
moving off through the pass followed by the 
Ghilzyes. All was consternation. At first the 
Sirdar suggested that he and the officers should 
follow them : in this the General concurred. In 
a few minutes the Sirdar changed his mind ; 
said he fj^ed their doing so would injure the 
troops, by bringing after them the whole horde 
of Ghilzyes then assembled in the valley. He 
promised to send a confidential servant to Meer 
A&ul Khan at Gundamuk (two miles beyond 
Soorkhab) to afford them protection ; and agreed 
to start with them at midnight, as, being mount- 
ed, they would overtaka the otb^ before day- 
break. When about to separate for the night, 
the Sirdar again altered the time of their de- 
parture to the first hour of daylight. Remon- 
strances were of no avail ; and our party were 
too com^etely in the power of the enemy, to 
persist in what they had not the power to enforce. 

Mabommed Akbar Khan told Johnson, afler 
Mabommed Sbah Khan wetit out to consult 
viath the chlelb of the pass, that the latter were 
dogs and no fhith could be placed in them, aad. 
begged Johnson would seud for three or four of 
his most intimate friends, that their lives might 
be saved in the event of treachery* to the troops. 
Gladly as hO' would have saved his individual 
friends, he was under the necessity of explain- 
ing to the Sirdar that a sense of honour vtrould 
preveni the officers deserting their men at a 
time of such imminent periL The Sinter al^o 
proposedy that in the event of the Ghiizyea not 
acceding to the terms, he would himself, at 
dus^, prooeed'With a party .of horaemen to the 
loot of th^ hill where our troops were ; and, pre- 
vious orders being sent to the commanding offi- 
cer for all to be ready, he would bring every £ki- 
ropean away in safety, by each of his horsemen 
taking up one behind him : the Ghilzyes woidd 
not then fire opoh them, lest tliey should hit bun 
or his men. But he would not allow a smgle 
Hindostanee to f<^k>w ; as he could not protect 
2000 men (the computed number). Johnson in- 
terpreted all this to the Geaend ; but it was 
deemed impracticable : as from past experience 
they knew how impossible it was even to separ- 
ate the Sipahees from the camp followers. Four 
or five times during the daythey heard.the re« 
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port of musketiy in the direction of our troops ; 
but thej were always told that all fighting had 
ceased. This was subse^ently pfroTed to te « 
l^ross ihlsehood. Our troops we»e incessantly 
iired upon from the tittie that the General and 
the Other officers fitted tbeni to the tin^ of 
their departure^ and several handfeds of offioeis 
' and men had been killed or wounded. The rs- 
mftinder^ maddened wither, hongtrrand thirst, 
the communication between them and the Gen- 
eral cut affy and seeing no prospect but certain 
death before themby renasiaiBg in their present 
position, determined on making one desperate 

- «fibrt to leave Jugd^Mr. Snow kUl during the 
nig^. 

My narrative now ooatioues ftora lafbrmation 
fhmished by a fViend Tenoning with the rem- 
naftt of this ill-iated army. They h«ited this 
day at Jugdaluk, hoping to negoti^^ an ^anwige- 
xnent with Mahommed Akbar Khan and the 
Ghil^e chiefs, as before stated ; bat the con- 
tinnal firing, and frequent attempts made by the 

- enemy to force them from their pomtion durii^ 
the day, but too well indicated that ibese was 
little or no chance of negotiations being efieetual 
to qu^ hostilities, and admit of their resuming 
their march in safety : on the contrary, there 
appeared an evident determination still to har- 
ass- their retreat to the very last. 

Near the close of the day the enemy com- 
menced a furious attack from all sides. The 
situation of our troops at this time was critical 
In the extreme : the loss they suatatned in man 
and officers -had been great during the day, and 
the survivors had only been able to obtain a 
scan^ mead.ofcamefs flesh : even water was 
not procurable without the parties proceeding 
for it being expoaed to a heavy fire. The men, 
under all this sufibring, perishing with eold at 
-their post, bravely mpeUed the earany; and 
: would then have followed them ftom uader the 
dihq»idated walls had they been permitted to do 
' ao. During this conflict Oapt. SoaUsr of the 
' 44th, anxious to save ihe colours of his red- 
■ meat; tore one of them from its istaff^/and fill- 
ing it* round hia penHHi, ooaceaiedit oadear the 
poshteen he wore : the other wa» in .like; man- 
ner appropriated by lieut. Oumberland; bat 
finding that be could not- dose his pea-icoat over 
it, he rehiotantly intrusted it to ttte care of the 
Aotng Quarternuister<'8ergea&t of the 44tAi regi- 
ment. 

Great mxiety prevailed among' the troops, 
caus^ by the eontimiad absence of Gen. £1- 
phinstooe and Brigadier Shelton, the two se- 
luors in command. It was resolved, as they 
did not return, to resume their march as soon 
as the night ahoul^ shroud, them from observa- 
^ tion ; and Brig. Aoquetii, now in eommand, or- 
dered the tsoQ^'to fell in at eight o'clock ; but 
before the men oould take the {daces assigned 
to thee^ the oan^ followerst who were still nu- 
meiDas, etowded upon them as usual. At length 
between .8 and 9, o'clock they took their depar- 
> tare, which nnna rendered a very trying scene, 
from the eatrisatiee of the wounded, amounting 
to seventy or eigh^, for whom there was no 
csonveyance; and, th0refi)re> however hecurt- 
rending to all^ they were necessarily abandoned, 
with the painful convletion'tbat th^ would be 
massacred in cold blood* defeiipeless as they 
were, by the first party of GhilQres that arrived. 



The enemy, who seem to have been aware of 
the intended removal, aoon commenced an at- 
tack upon the straggling camp foUowers : and a 
number of Affghans, fovoured by the darkness 
of the night, stole in among the followers that 
were in cohimn, whom they quietly despatched, 
and proceeded to plunder. These daring men, 
however, were nearly aU cut iq> or bayoneted 
by the enraged soldiery, who shorify after came 
upon an •encampment of the enemy, in passing 
which they were sahited with a heavy fire, fol- 
lowed up by a sally upon the camp followers, as 
usual. 

They proceeded im until ^ey came to a gorge, 
with low steep hills on either side, between 
which the raad passed, aboutr two miles from 
iugdaluk. Here two barriers had been thrown 
across the road, constructed of bushes and 
branches of trees. The road, which bad been 
flooded, was a -mass of ice and the snow on th» 
hills very deep. The enemy, who had waited 
&r them in great force at this spot, rushed upon . 
the column, knife in hand. The camp followers 
and woomted men leU back upon the Jhandfol of 
troops lor protection, thus rendering them pow* 
eiiess, and causing the greatest confusion; 
while the men, in small detached parties, were 
maintaining conflicts with fisarful odds against 
them. 

In this conflict the Acting Quarteimaster- 
Sergeant fell : and in the conibsion, caused by 
an overwhelming enemy pressing on the rear in 
a night attack, it is not surprising that it was 
fomvd impossible to extricate the colour from 
the body of the lallen man ; and its loss was 
nnavoidahle. The disorder of the troops was 
increased by a part of them, the few remaining 
horsemen, galloping through and over the in- 
fiut&yin hopes of securing their own retreat to 
Jellalabad. The men, maddened at being ridden 
over, fired on them ; and it is said that some 
offioers were fired at ; but that rests on doubt* 
(hl.teatmiony. When the firing slackened, ^d 
the obshtag of knives and bayonets had in some 
measure, ceased, the men.moved on slowly ; and 
ODiazriviDg at the top of the gorge, were able to 
ascertain the fearful extent of the loss they had 
euataioed in men and oflieers. Of the latter. 
Brigadier Anqaetil and above twenty others 
were miasmg. The troops now halted unmo- 
lested fiar an hoar, during which time a few 
stmgglem coatnved to join tianem, 

T)i ccmntry beii^jf now of a more i^>en de- 
scription, oar email force saSered less annoy- 
ance from tb» fire of the enemy ; but the deter- 
minatioa of the men to bring on their wounded 
comradea greatly retarded tl^r marching; and 
fitim the troopers having proceeded onward, 
the wounded could not be moanted behind them : 
thus their pace did not exceed two miles in the 
hour. From time to time sudden attacks were 
made on the rear ; particularly in spots where 
the road wound close under the foot of the hiUs^ 
and there a sharp fire was sure to be met with. 
In this manner they went on till they reached 
the Soorkhab river, whicti they ibrded below the 
bridge at 1 A.M. on the 13th, being aware that 
the enemy would take possession of it, and dia- 
pute the passage. While fording the river a 
galling 4re was kept up from the bridge : hera 
Lieut. CadeM of the 44th and several men were 
killed and wounded. 
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iSrt.— Prom Soorkhab the remttant of the 
'<»lumn moved towards Gundamuk: but as. the 
day dawned the enemy's numbers increased; 
and, unfortnnately, daylight sOon exposed to them 
how yety few fighting men the column contain- 
ed. The force now consisted of twenty officers, 
of whom Major Griffiths was the senior, fifty 
men of the 44th, six of the horse artillery, and 
four or five Sipahees. Among the whole there 
were biit twenty muskets; 300 camp followers 
still continued with them. 

Being now assailed by an increased force, 
they were compelled to quit the road, and take 
up a position on a hill adjoining. Some AfiTghan 
horsemen being observed at a short distance, 
were beckoned, to. On their approach there 
was a cessation of firing : terms were proposed 
by Capt. Hay, to allow the force to proceed 
without farther hostilities to Jellalabad. These 
persons not being sufficiently infloenti^ to ne- 
: gotiate, Major* Griffiths proceeded with them to 
a neighbouring chief for that purpoee, taking 
with him Mr. Blewitt, formerly a writer in 
CJapt. Johnson's office, who understood Penriad, 
that he might act as interpreter. 

Many Affghans ascended the hill where oiir 
troops awaited the issue of the expected confer- 
•^eiice; and exehahges of friehdly words passed 
between both parties. Thiis lasted epward of 
an hour ; but hostilities were renewed by the 
Affghans, who snatched at the fire-arms of the 
men and officers. This they of course resist- 
ed, and drove ihisin off the hrll ; but the ma- 
. jority Of the enemy, who occupied the adjoining 
hills commanding our position*, commenced a 
galling fire upon us. Several times they at- 
tempted to dislodge our men iVom the hill, and 
Were repulsed : until, our ammunition bein^ ex- 
. nended, and «ur fighting men reduced to about 
Thirty, the enemy made a rush, which in our 
weak state we were unable to cope with. They 
"^bore our men down knife in hand, and slaugh- 
tered aU the party except Captain Souter and 
seven or eight nien of the 44th and artillery. 
This officer thinks .that this unusual act of for- 
bearance towards him origiHaied in the stnnge 
dress he wore : his , poshteen having > opened 
during the last strugglei flocposed to view >the 
< colour he had wrapi^ round !hlEr>body.; and 
^ythey probably thought they had^-eeearedia valti- 
<able piriie in some great >bahitdnrf in: whom a 
>lBrge ruisom might be obtained. 
- Eighteen officers and about -^fidy men were 
killed at the final struggle att Gundamuk. Capt. 
:^j3outer and the few remalfriiii men (seven or 
-eight) that were taken alive firom the field were, 
-after a detention of a month in the adjqihing vil- 
-<lages, made over to Mahotnthed Akbar Khan and 
^ sent to the fort of Btiddeeabad in the Lughman 
valley, where they arrived on the 15th of Feb. 



THE CAPTIVITY. 

We must now return to the G^eral and his 
l>arly. At daybreak on the 13th the Sirdar had 
agaih changea his mind; afit instead of follow- 
ing up the tioops, he decided to move to the po- 
.sition they had vacated, and remained there du- 
Ting the day ; and-should the ladies and officers 
4eft at Khoord Cabal arrive in the evening, that 
Jail should stajft the next morning over the mount- 



ains to the valley of Lu^man, north of Jellala- 
bad. At 8 A.M., they mounted their horses ; and 
with the Sirdar and his party rode down the 
pass, which bore feaiful evidence to the ia^t 
night's struggle. They passed some 900 dead 
bodies, many of them Europeans ; the whole na- 
ked, 'and covered with large, gi^ng wounds. As 
the day advanced, several poor wretches of Hin- 
dostanees (camp fbVtowers, who had escaped the 
massacre of the night before) made ibsir aippear- 
ance from behind rocks and witfam caves, where 
they had taken shelter firom the murderous knives 
of the Affghans and the inclemency of the climate. 
They had been slri|^d of all they possessed; 
and few could crawl more thAn a few yards, 
being frostbitten in the feet Here Johnson founa 
two of his servants ; the one had his hands and 
feet frostbitten, and had a fearful sword cut 
across one band, and a musket ball in his stom- 
ach,* the other had his right fum completely cut 
through the booe; Both were nttedy destitute 
of covering, and had not tasted food for five days. 

This suffices for a sample of the sufferings of 
the survivers. 

About four o'clock Sultan Jan (a cousin of the 
Sirdar) arrived with the ladies and ^ntlemen ; 
also Lieut Melville of the 54th, and Mr. Ma- 
grath, surgeon of the 37tb, both of whom had 
been wounded between Khoord Cabul and T6- 
zeen. A large party of cavalry accompanied 
Sultan Jan, both Afi^han aiKi our irregular 
horse, who had deserted, as before mentioned. 

14eA.— We niarched twenty-four miles to Kutz- 
i-Mahommed All Khan : started at about d A.M. ; 
the Sirdar with Gen. Elphinstone; Brig. Shel- 
ton, and Capt Johnson bringin|^ up the le^r. 

We travelled over a dieadluUy rough road: 
some of the ascents and descents were fearful to 
look at, and at first sight appeared to he imprac- 
ticable; The whole road was a coatiniiaticHi of 
rocks and stones, over whidi the camels had 
great difficnlty in inakiiig thehrway : and partic- 
ularly fn the ascent of the Adrak-<Budiak pass, 
where I found it reauisite to hold tight on by the 
mane, lest Uie sadme and i should slip off to« 
getber. 

Had we travelled under happier auspices, I 
should pn^ably have been foolish enough to 
have expressed fear, not having even a saices to 
assist me. Still I, could not but admire the ro- 
mantic, tortuous defile we passed through, being 
the bed of a mountain torrent, which we exchan- 
ged for the terrific vasA I have mentioned, and 
which was rendered doul^y fearful by constant 
stoppages from those in front, #hich appeared to 
take piace at the most difficult spots. 

At the commencement of the defile, and for 
some considerable distance, we passed 900 or 
300 of our miserable Hindostanees, who hid es- 
cape^ up the unfrequented road firbm the massa- 
cre of the lath. ' They were all naked, and moie 
or less frostbitten: wounded and starving, they 
had set fire to the bushes and grass, and huddled 
all together to impart warmth to each other. 
Subsequently we heard that scatoely any of these 

Soor wretches escaped firom the defile; and that, 
riven to the extreme of hungerj they had sus- 
tained life by feeding on Aeir dead eoail-ades. 

The wind blew bitterly cold at oar bivonac; 
for the inhabitants of the isst refused to take us 
in, stathig that we were Kaffifs; We therefore 
roDed ourselves vf as warm as #e could; and 
with our saddles for j^llows;, braved the elements. 
Gen. Elphinstone, Brig. Shelton, and Johnson 
considered ^emselves happy when one of the 
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Afigbatts told them to accompany him into a 
-wretched cowshed^ which was filled with dense 
smoke from* a blazing fire in the centre of the hut. 
These officers and Mr. Melville were shortly af- 
ter invited by Mahommed Akbar Khan to dine 
with him and his party in the fort. iThe recep- 
tion room was not much better than that they had 
left; they had, however, a capital dinner, some 
caps of tea, and laxurious rest at night ; the room 
having been well heated by a blazing fire with 
plenty of smoke, with no onttet for either heat or 
smoke, except throngh the door and a smali cir- 
cular hole in the roof. 

15^ Jamuan/.—A. bitterly cold wind blowing, 
we started at 7 A.M. ; crossed two branches of the 
Panishir river, which was not only deep, bnt ex- 
ceedmgply rapid. The chiefs eave us every as- 
sistance : Mahommed Akbar Khan earned Mrs. 
Waller over behind him on his own horse. One 
rode by me to keep my horse's head well up the 
stream. The Afighans made great exertions to 
save both men and animals strugghngin the wa- 
ter; but in spite of all their endeavours five un- 
fortunates lost their lives. We passed over many 
- ascents and declivities ; and at about 3 P.Mx ar- 
rived at Tlghree, a fortified town, in the rich val- 
ley of Lughman; having travelled, twenty miles 
over a most barren country, without a blade of 
grass or drop of water until we approached Tigh- 
ree. Our route lay along a tract of country, con- 
siderably higher than Lughman,. with scarcely, a 
footpath visible the whole way. The road was^ 

• good for any kind of carriage. We passed, oven 
3ie Plain of Methusaleh ; and saw at a. short dis- 
tance the Kubber-i-Lamech, a celebrated place 
of pilgrimage, about two miles from Tighree.and 
twenty-five from Jellalabad. 

The Sirdar de^red the General, the- Brigadier, 
and Johnson to take up their quarters with him, 
while the ladies and the other gentlemen were lo- 
cated in another fort. 

A great number of Hindu Bimneahs reside at 
Tighree. We went to the fort of Gholab Moye- 
noodeen, who took Mrs. Sturt and myself to the 
•apartments of his mother and wife. Of course 
we could not understand much that they said; 
but they evidently made much of us, pitied our 
condition, told us to ask them for anything we 
required, and before parting they gave us a lump 
-of goor filled with pistaches, a sweetmeat tiiey 
are themselves fond of. 

\%th. — Halted. They tell us we are here only 
thirty miles from Jellalabad. It being Sunday, 
we read prayers from a Bible and Prayer Book 

• that were picked up on the field at Bhoodkhak. 
The service was scarcely finished when a clan- 
nish row commenced. Some tribes from a neigh- 
bouring fort, who had a bloody feud with the 

• chiefs with us, came against the fort ; a few ju- 
zails were fired; there was great talking and 
noise, and then it was all over. 

Vtik. — ^Early in the morning we were ordered 
to prepare to go higher up the valley. Thus all 
hopes (faint as they were) of going to Jellalabadr 
were annihilated ; and we plainly saw that, what- 
ever might be said, we were virtually prisoners, 
-until such time as Sale shall evacuate Jellalabad, 
or the Dost be permitted by our government to 
return to ^is country. 

We had a little hail this morning; and shortly 
after, at about nine o'clock, we started, and trav- 
elled along the valley, which was a continuation 
of forts, until we arrived at Buddeeabad (about 
eight or nine miles): it is situated almost at the 
top of the valley, and close to the first range of 
hills towards KaMiistan. 



Six rooms, forming two aides of an inner- 
square or citadel, are appropriated to us, and, a. 
tykhana to the soldiers. This fort is the lai^st 
in ^he valley, and is quite new; it belongs to 
Mahommed Shah Khan : it has a deep ditch and 
a fausse-braye all round. The walls of mud are 
not very thick, and are built up with planks in 
tiers on the inside. The buildings we occupy 
are those intended for the chief and his favouriie 
wife; those for. three other wives are inihe out- 
er court, and have not yet been roofed in. We 
number 9 ladies, 20 gentlemen, and 14 children. 
In the tykhana are IT European soldiers, 2 Eu- 
ropean women, and 1 child (Mrs. Wade, Mrs. 
Burnes, and little Stoker). 

Mahommed Akbar E;ban, to our horror, has 
informed us that only one main of our force has 
succeeded in reaching Jellalabad (Dr. Brydon of 
the Shah's force ; • he was wounded in two pla- 
ces).- Thus is verified what we were told before 
leaving Cabul, " that Mahommed Akbar would 
annihilate the whole army, except one man, who 
should reach Jellalabad to tell the tale." 

Dost Mahommed Khan (the brother of Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan) is to have charge of us. 
Our parties were divided into the difierent rooms.. 
Lady.Macnaghten, Capt. and Mrs. Anderson and. 
2 children, Capt. and Mrs. Boyd and 2 children,. 
Mrs. Mainwaring and 1 child, with Lieut, amd 
Mrs. Eyre and 1 child, and a European girl, Hes- 
ter Macdonald, were in one room ; that adjoining 
was appropriated for their servants and baggage. 
Capt. Madcenzie and his Madras Christian ser- 
vant Jacob, Mr. and Mrs. Ryley and 2 children, 
and Mr. Fallon, a writer in Capt. Johnson's of- 
fice, occupied another. Mrs. Trevor and her 7 
children and European servant, Mrs. Smithy 
Lieut, and Mrs. Waller and child, Mrs. Sturt^, 
Mi-. Mein, and J had another. In two others all 
the rest of the gentlemen were crammed. 

It^id not take us much time to arrange our 
property, consisting of one mattress and resai be- 
tween us. and no clothes except, those we had on,, 
and in wnich we left Cabul. 

Mahomtned Akbar Khan, Sultan Jan, and 
Ghoolam Moyen-oo-deen visited us. The Sir- 
dar assured me we were none of us prisoners;- 
requested that we should make ourselves as com- 
fortable as circumstances would admit of; and 
told us that as soon as the roads were safe we 
should be safely escorted to Jellalabad. He far- 
ther informed me that I might write to Sale ; and : 
that any letters I sent to him he would forward.. . 
Of this Demission I gladly took advantage to < 
write a few guarded Imes to say that we were 
well and safe. 

19^.— We luxuriated in dressing, although we- 
had no dothes but those on our backs; but we 
enjoyed washing our faces very much, having 
had but one opportunity of doing so before, since 
we lefl Cabul. It was rather a painful process^, 
as the cold and glare of the sun on the snow had 
three times peeled my face, from which the skin 
came off in,strips. 

We had a grand breakfast, dhall and radishes ; 
the latter large hot ones that had gone to seed, the 
former is a common pulse eaten by the natives : 
but any change was good, as we find our chiq)at- 
ties made of the coarse ottah anything but nice.. 
Ottah is what in ^gland is caUed pollard, and 
"has to be twice siiled ere it becomes flour. The 
chupatties are cakes formed of this ottah mixed, 
with water, and dried by standing by the fire set 
up on edge. Eating these cakes of dough is &. 
capital recipe to obtain the heartburn. We parck. 
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riee and bariev, and make from them a snbetitute 
lor cofR^. Two sheep (alias lambs) are killed 
- daily ; and a regular porti<m of rice and ottah 
given for all. The Afghans cook; and well 
may we exclaim with Goldsmith, "God sends 
meat, bat the devil sends cooks;" for we only 
get some greasy skin and bones served out as 
they' are cooked, boiled in the same pot with the 
rire, all in a Inqip. Captain Lawrence divides 
iL and portions onr food as justly as he can. 
The chnpatty is at once the plate and bread : 
few possess other dinner-table implements than 
their fingers. The rice even is rendered nanse- 
oos l^ having quantities of rancid ghee poured 
over It, such as in India we should have disdain- 
ed to use ibr our lamps. S 

21st.— 'The weather cleared up at noon. Ma- 
jor Pottinger is said to have received informa- 
tion that Zeman Shah Khan and all the Doora- 
nees hjive surrendered to Shah Shoojah; and 
that his Majesty was at the bottom of the whole 
affair to turn us out of Affghanistan. 

2^,-1 heard lh>m Sale, dated the 19th. Our 
force can hold out at Jellalabad for six months. 
It is calculated that Col. Wylde must be at Jel- 
lalabad to-day with 5000 men. Gen. Pollock is 
coming with an anny across the Punjab. 

We hear that Mahommed Akbar lias been of- 
fered the Sirdar-i-slrdaranee ; but has refused it. 
He is said to be gone, or going, to the Khyber. 

23d, Sunday. — Alter prayers Mahommed Ak- 
bar Khan and Sultan Jan paid us a visit ; the 
latter took charge of a letter from me for Sale. 
He told me that Abdool Gufibor Khan says that 
Sale is quite well. 

They say that Shah Shoojah demanded Con- 
oUy and three other hostages to be given up to 
hrm to put them to death; but Zeman Snah 
Khan refused. 

24iA.— A day or two ago the Sirdar sent some 
chintz to be divided among us. A second quan- 
tity was to-day given out; and we are working 
hard, that we may enjoy the luxuiy of getting on 
a clean suit of clothes. There are very few of 
us that are not covered with crawlers; and, al- 
though my daughter and I have as yet eacapail, 
we are in fear and trembling. 

It is now said that the General gave Ander- 
son's horse permission to go over to the enemy : 
a circumstance that does not at all agree with 
his conduct on the day following onr taking pro- 
tection; when he wished for Anderson's letam 
lest the men should desert 

Dost Mahommed Khan took Mrs. Trevor's 
boys and some of the gentlemen out walking in 
the sugar-cane fields near the fort, which tlbey 
emoyed veiy much. 

Saieft.— The Sirdar sent eight pieces of long 
€loth to be divided among us. I fancy he is gen- 
^ecDUS at little cost; and that it is all a part of the 
pbmder of our camp. He is said to have receiv- 
ed letters from the Khyber, stating that onr force 
has been defeated there; two guns taken, and 
aome treasure ; andHhat Mackeson is shut up in 
AU Musjid, with 300 men. 

96£ft^--A8 soon as the Bukhraeed is over, Shah 
Shoojah is to send 4000 men, and all the guns 
we left in Cabul, against Jellalabad. A Mus- 
sulman force is also now. at BaXajyagh, 

Mahommed Akbar Khan has had a private 
cpnference with Major Pottinger ; of which no 
account has tJranspixed. We £sid two ^ocks of 
earthquake at night 

27th,r~A report that Sale has made, another 
aally, and has takeh a number of prisoners. I 



heard firom him to-day : he has seat me my chest 
of drawers, with»ck)thes, Ac. : they were all per- 
mitted to come to me unexamined. I had also 
an oTOortunitv of writing to him by Abdool Guf- 
foor Khan, who brought them to me. I was re- 
joiced to see any one I had known before; and 
especially one who was well inclined towards 
the E;pglish, though nominally on the aide of 
Akbar. 

4^. — The inegular cavalry have had their 
horses and everything taken away from them, 
and have been turned adrift. I wrote to Sale, 
but my note did not go. 

5fA.— My note to Sale was sentUo-day. I cot 
another from him, dated the 99th, and replied 
to it 

9/^--We hear that all our horses are to be ta- 
ken away, as also our servants. Rain to^y, as 
if the clouds wept for our misfortunes. 

lOtk, — ^I received boxes from Sale, with many 
useful things ; and also books, which are a great 
treat to us. I wrote to him, but fear my ktter 
will not reach him, as all notes that came for as 
were kept back by the Sirdar; who is very an^ 
giy, having detected a private cossid between 
Capt Macgregor and Major Pottinger: if we be>-> 
have ID again, the Sirdar says, wo will betide us. 
Abdool Guffoor again came to see us; and I had 
Mja in the comfort to hear that Sale was well^ 
We had rain to-day. Major Griffith arrived 
with Mr. Blewitt 

Major Griffith tells me, that on the morning 
of the I3th, at daylight, the miserable remains o? 
the force, reduced to about 100 Europeans, of all- 
ranks, including 20 officers, worn out with &* 
tigue and hunger, and encumbered with very 
many wounded, some on horseback and some on 
foot, were, when within four miU« of the bridge 
of Gundaimuk, surrounded . by a considerable 
number of the enemy, both horse and foot. They . 
had only thirty-five muskets and but little ami^ 
munition remaining; finding it impossible to 
proceed farther, a position was taken up on a 
Kill to the left of the road ; and a parley opened 
with the enemy by means of waving a whita 
cloth. This produced a cessation of the firing, 
and broitfht &ar or five men up to ascertain the 
eause. It was unanimously agreed that he (Ma<- 
jor Griffith), as senior officer of the party, should^ 
go to the chief, and endeavour to make some- 
terms for the pnceful march of the party to Jel- 
lalabad. He accordingly went, accompanied by 
Bir. Blewittas interpreter, escorted by one or two > 
of the enemy. On reaching the chief, they were 
hurried off without his giving them the opportu^^ 
nity of making any proposal. The last sight 
Major Griffith bad of the party he had left they - 
appeared to be engaged in hostilities witn tliie- 
Affgbana» whose numbers had gradually increas- 
ed. He afterward understooa that tlue .waving 
of a longhee is considered by them as an act or 
unconditional surrender; and as our party would' 
not give up their arms, the Affghans resorted to- 
force, but were driven off the hill for the time*. 
The few natives who had accompanied us so far 
did not go up the hill; but kept the road, and 
were seen to be plundered by the enemy. This 
he was afterward told by Capt. Souter, who was 
brought to the village of Tootoo some hours after 
Major Griffith was taken there. This village was 
Between two and three miles to the right of the 
scaie of action. The same evening Major Griffith 
and Mr. Blewitt were taken to the Khan's fort^ 
four or five miles farther on the hills, where they 
found three or four European soldiers,, who haa 
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* escaped from the slaughter, wounded «ad taken 
■ prisoners. Some days alter Aye more Eurape- 
. ans were brought in, who had proceeded in ad- 
' ranee of onr paitr. Major Griffith opened a 
•coBunnoication with Jellalabad, and was in great 
hopes oi effecting the release of the prisoners on 
ransom : bat. owing to the jealousy and snspi- 
^on of the Knan Qhobam Jan Uzbezee, in whose 
power they were, nothing could be arranged. At 
iast, after twenty days' confinement, he allowed 
one of their party, Serg.-Major Lisson, 37th N. 
,1., to proceed to Jellalabad, and endeavour to ex- 
;plain matters. The party in all consisted of ten : 
^two of theseitdied, and Captain Souter was left 
rwonaded at Tootoo. 

The man who accompanied the sergeant-ma- 
jor returned the thiid day, and told them all was 
aright. He Was understdoid to have receired 500 
xupees as the ransom of the sergeant-mai'or. 
who remained at Jellalabad. The party had 
strong hopes of liberation: but unfortunately the 
Sirdar, Mahommed Akbar Khan, heard of their 
being prisoners, and sent to demand them. Af- 
^r some hesitation it was agreed to ; and they 
■were marehed off to Charbagh to the Sirdar, and 
«^m thence to Buddeeabad. 

Major Griffith was severely wounded in the 

^jright arm on the 8th of January, just at the en- 

vtrance of the Khoord Cabulpass; and, from 

want of dressing, the wound had become veiy 

painful the day he was taken prisoner. 

nth. — ^Rain. We hear that the force under 
•Col. Wylde have fallen back on Peshawer; that 
<3ten. Avitabile, the Sikh general with them, has 
•been obliged to retreat to Attock. 

I had again an opportunity, and wrote to Sale. 

To-day all arms have been taken from the oi*- 

/ificers, on a promtse that they shaU be restored 

when we go away. I took |M>or Start's sword 

. myself^ and begged that the Siidar would keep« 

'it himself, that we might be sure of its restorar 

<a, as being invaluable to his widow. Dost 

vlahommed Khan, Abdool Gnffoor Khan, &c., 

desired me to keep it myself, aaing in the nand- 

Bomest manner,- and evincing much feeling on the 

occasion. 

t^.— The snow at T^zeea is reported to be 
jrnee-deep. A very dismal day, with gentle rain 
at night. The Europeans, who have arrived, 
a^e all full of tales regarding each indivlduars 
escape. Six of tiiem, among whom was Sei^.- 
major Lisson of the atth N. I., at daylight oil 
>the morning after the final straggle at Gnnda* 
muk, found themselves about a mile and a half 
on the Jellalabad side of Gundamukt and, per- 
<:eilring some i^hilzyes coming over the edge of 
a hill, they betook themselves xo a cave in the 
"neighbourhood, where they contrived to conceal 
themselves until aboat 11 A.M., when their re- 
liant was betrayed by the neighing of a horse 
belongiikg to one of tlie men, which caused them 
to be diseoveted by a partv of the enemy who 
were passing near the mouth of the cave. These 
men eame up-, and told them to eoijie outsidej 
^hich they refused to do : the Ghilizyes then of- 
fered them bread, provided they would pay for 
it ; and they thus procured three nans fbr lorty- 
aix rupees! the enemy then again ordered 
them to come out of 4he cave ; and they rephed. 
''In the evening, when it gets dusk, we will 
•come outside.'' They were watched till then, 
and at that time gave themselves vtp. Th^ 
were immedial^ly' rifled of all the money, Ac., 
they possessed, axid then taken to a fort in the 
<u^ighbourhxM>d, and afterward transferred to an* I 



other, where they found Major Griffiths, and 
from whence Lisson was despatched to Jellala- 
bad, to treat for terms of ransom, as before men- 
tioned. 

13/.1.— A fine day. Not content with the arms 
given up, they pretend our servants have others, 
and a general search took place to-day; when 
all the poor wretches were fleeced of the few ru- 
pees they had succeeded in securing on then: 
persons. 

14^.— This is the day that Mohammed Akbar 
Khan is to go over the river towards Jellalabad to 



attack it The 13th sent a quantity of clothes 
for distribution among the gentlemen. I receiv- 
ed a large packet of tetters, both from my family 
in the provmces, and also from England, but no 
note from Sale ; so the Sirdar is still angry about 
the private correspondence. It was a very fool- 
ish attempt, for there was no news of consequence 
to send ; and rousing the Sirdar's suspicion is 
not the way to make him kind to as. 

15^A.— Firing of heavy guns distincuy heard 
to-day ; supposed to be a salute at Jellalabad. 
Shah Shomah is said to be still in the Bala His- 
sar; and ^eman Shah Khan with Amenoollah 
Khan in the city. They are said to be raising 
a force to be sent by the former against Jellala- 
bad; which force is to be commanded by his 
son Futteh Jung. To-day we hear that our 
horses are not to be taken away &om as ; and 
everything is to be done to make us comfortable. 
There is an old adage, that " Fair words butter 
no parsnips." 

nth. — The ^und was covered with snow at 
daybreak ; which continued to fall all day, and 
also at night. At break&st-time we distinctly 
heard the report from three guns, and about half 
an hour afterward three car four heavy discharges 
of musketry. 

16^A.~Dost Mahtommed Khan came with his 
son ; the family have all arrived at a neigbour- 
ing fort in this Valley. There is a report that 
Sale has chupaoed Mahommed Akbar fiChaa'a 
camp at Charbagh, and cut up fifty of his men. 

I9th.^l heard from Sale. A friend writes me 
that there will be no relief before April. At 
noon I was on the top of the house, When an 
awful earthqiiake took place. I had gone up 
stairs to see after my clothes ; for, servants be- 
ing scarce, we get a sweeper who also acts as 
saces, to wash for uS ; and 1 hanp^ them up to 
dry on the flat roof: we dispense with starch and 
ironing ; and in our present situation we n&usC 
team to do eYer^ thing that is useful But to re- 
turn to the earthquake. For some time I bal- 
anced myself as well as I could till I fek the 
roof was giving way. I fortunately succeedNl 
in removing from my position before the roof of 
our room teU. in with a dreadful cra^h. T&ft 
roof of the stairs fell in as I descended them ; 
but did me no injury. All my anxiety was fbr 
Mrs. Sturt; but I could only see a heap of rub^ 
bish. I was nearly bewildered when I heoid 
the joyful sound, "Lady Sale, come here; all 
are safe ;" and I found the whole party uninjured 
in the courtyard. When the earthquake first 
commenced m the hills, in the uraper part of the 
valley, its progress was clearly defined, coming 
down the valley, and throwing up dust like the 
action of exploding a mine : I hope a sdldi^r's 
wife may use a soldier's simile, for I know of 
nothing else to liken it to. Our walls, and gate- 
ways, and comer towers are all much shaken, or 
acttiaUy thrown down. We had at least twenty- 
five shocks before dark; and about fifteen moro 
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^during the night, which we speat in the court- 
,yard. The end wall of the room Lady Mac- 
>naghten and party were in has sunk abont two 
ieet, and all the beams have started. 

20M.—- I wrote to Sale to tell him we were all 
safe. At 3 in the morning we had a pretty 
smart shock; and constant ones, some severe, 
and many very slight, on an average every half 
iionr all day, and five or six slight ones at night. 
The gentlemen gave up their largest room to 
any party, who were utterly roofless. Nearly 
4all the others slept outside : but we had only one 
-crack in ih^J roof of our room, caused by part 
.of the wall falling on it. The cold ouCside was 
intense, and the dew completely saturated the 
bed-clothes last night; added to which, should 
the buildinffs come down, we were safbr above, 
lor the yard was so crammed that, in case of ac- 
cident, half the people below must be crm^ed. 

2isi, — At I in the moroing a sharp ^ock mftde 
ns ran to the door. We had numerous slight, 
And three or four pretty good shocks ; they be^ 
came more frequent in the evening. Part of 
'Our party made ai^mings in the courtyard to' 
«leep under; but Mrs.Stiirt and mysell' still pre- 
ferred the house as safest. 

Dost Mahommed Khan brought workmen to 
•clear away the dilnis. He tells us our Ibrt is the 
best of fony that have suffered in this valley; 
-aed that many ane entirely thrown down. In 
'one, a tower l^ti, aadcnit^ied five wom^ and a 
man : others hav« not a wall remaining. 

We have various reports r^arding Jellalabad; 
that it has be«i tftken, that the walis^and ail the 
deiences are thrown down, &o. 

Dost Mahommed says that a man was sent as 
« spy to Jellalafofad; that Macgregor sent for 
him; and, with Sale, took the man round to 
show him the «tate of the place; that two bas- 
tions had sunk a little; but thait they were not 
smly able to withstand Mahommed Akbar, but, 
if he came against them, tbej would meet him 
in the plain* Ik is said, that Mahommed Akbar 
intends sending General Elohinstone away if he 
can get a palkee. Lady Macnaghten has re- 

3uested she may go with him ; being, she says^ 
ifferently circumstanced from the rest, who have 
-most of them their husbands with tnem. Not 
^even an animal's life was lost in our earthquake 
il mean at our fort). Lady M.'s cat was buried 
in the ruins, and dug out again. 

23<^.--My wounds are quite healed. We had 
earthquakes day and night; less severe, but 
equally frequent. A prop was put up in our 
room to support the broken roo£ We experien- 
ced a curious shock in the evenang like a heavy 
'ball rolled over our heads. Some large pieces 
•^of hills have fallen, and immense masses of 
i$tone. I miss some laige updght stones cm the 
Ibills that divide us fjhom Kaffiristan, ai»l that 
^boked in the distance like laige obelisks. 

23<i.^Tbis has been a very close and gloomy 
-day ; earthquakes fFe()uent,. and some very sharp 
ones. We hear that, at Charbagh, 120 Aff- 
tjfaans, and SO Hiadostanees were buried in the 
niins. 

Captain Bygrave arrived, with one of his het 
sewmj frost-bitten ; we were all rejoiced to see 
him, having long sa|q30sed he had shared the 
fate of the many. On the ISth of January, per- 
ceiving that oar army was utterly annihilated, 
lieUeft the load at midnigfar, ttimed td the left, 
and took to the moimlains; vrhere he was out 
seven days and six nights. During a part of 
^is lime he wa^ accompanied by Mr, Baness^ 1 



the merchant from Delhi, who had ^ith him a 
smiall bag containing^ coffee: on this they sub- 
sisted, taking each about six grains a day. 
When this was spent Baness proceeded on ; and 
we afterward heard that he got to Jellalabad, but 
so worn out with fatigue that he only arrived t^ 
die. Captain Bygrave suffered greatly from 
having his feet irost-bitfien : be, heWever, contri- 
ved at daylight in the morning of the 19th to 
reach Nizam Khan's vill^^e, called Kutch Sooik- 
hab, about four miles north of Gundamuk, and 
twenty^eight from Jellalabad. Here he remain- 
ed (plundered, of course, of what little money he 
had about him) until the I^ of February; when 
he was sent for to the Indian camp, then about 
six miles from Jellalabad. He had been de- 
manded some days previously ; but Nizam Khan, 
refused to give nim up until the arrival of the 
second messenger, accompanied by two mounted 
followers, when h^ was obliged to comply. By- 
grave reached the Sirdar's camp in the anemoon 
of the 2Stb, and remained th^re with him till the 
SUst, on which day he started for fiuddeeabad; 
and has, as before remarked, this day joined the 
other prisoners. ^ 

24^.— Very few shodrs, and those gentle ones : 
but all last night, and great part of to-day, par- 
dcularly late in the evening, there U'as a tremt}- 
lous motion as of a ship that has been heavily 
struck by a sea, generally feeling as if on the 
larboard quarter, and accompanied by a sound 
of water breaking against a vessel At other 
times we have just me undulatoiy motion of a 
snake in the water: but the most uncommon 
sensation we have experienced has been that of 
a heavy ball rolling over our heads, as if on the 
roof o/^our individual room, accompanied by the 
sound of distant thunder. 

Abdool QhynB Khan eame to Buddeeabad^ 
The report is, that Sultan Jan was sent the day 
before yestsr^y with liMX) men to make a false 
attack on JeSalabad ; in whidi, on retzeating, he 
lost three men. Yesteiday he was sent to repeat 
the experiment, an ambmcade being pianted by 
Mahommed Akbar's order: md it is said that 
our troo^ were led on to tne spot in pursuit of 
the fugitives; and that Uie^nemy lying in am- 
bush attacked them, and cut up a whole regi- 
ment, of which only ^ree men escaped to tell 
the tale at Jeilalabad. 

Oteneral Pollock, with 5000 men, is said to 
have arrived at Peshawerj a» commander of &6 
forces in Affghanistan, and with full political 
powef . The news eame frxsm a merehaat, who 
had just arrived from Pedttwelr. 

96tk.^The eanh is stiU unquiet, constancy 
trembliag, with repeats like exfdoeions of gun* 
powder, bbt nd 8ev<ere ^ooks. 

We hear that the camp followers we passed 
on the road are eating the bodies of those that 
die: eventual^ they must take their turn; for, 
frost-bitten as th^ are, they never can leave the 
plaees we saw them at 

Wtk.-^A man has arrived who 'cinifirms the 
report of a fight, four days ago^, at Jellalabad ; and 
says four of the Idth are killed, and ^four taken 
prisoners; but they do not know .whether they 
are officers or men. Sultan Jan is said to have 
had a narrow escape, all his men having been 
cut up. I 

Earthquakes reiy fire(taest, but not severe, 
thougb worse than yestttday. The Ameer Dost 
Mohammed is reported to be on his way up 
fi^m the 4>rovinces with the army ; others say he 
has escaped from Ferozepore. 
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3B£&'.— In conseqnenoe of a messaee from the 
Sirdar, our gnards are doubted. The Mirza 
Bowadeen lUian is to go to him to-morrow. It 
is said 8000 men are coming from Cabal. A 
smart shock of an earthquake about 9 o'clock in 
,the evening; and during the night several slight 
ones. 

March l5^.— -The Mirza went to the Sirdar. 
Nothing has transpired. A smart double shock 
in the morning, with slight tremulous motion. 

*6d and 4£A.— Earthquakes as usual. To-day 
every servant that is frostbitten or unable to 
work has been turned out of the fort: they were 
stripped first of all they possessed. I received 
two notes from Sale, dated the 11th and 16th. 

Uh.^Ax 3 A.M. turned out of bed by a smart 
shock of an earthquake. Three continuous 
ones at breakfast-time. Futteh Jung is reported 
to be at Tighree. 

8^.-— A letter arrived from Mahommed Akbar 
Khan ; stating that the king has written to desire 
that the force at Jellalabad may be withdrawn, 
and that Futteh Jung is on his way down with 
8000 men. It is stated that Macgregor has re- 
fused to receive the king's messenger; and that 
our force have arrived at Jumrood. 

9M.— Several slight shocks at nieht; after 
"^hich, great screaming and alarm. Husnoo, a 
sweeper, being a disappointed man, attempted to 
strangle Rookeria, a woman of the same caste. 
The gentlemen searched every comer ; and the 
delinquent had to jump down. the wall ; in doing 
which he seriously injured his back. There 
was no other mode of escape, as we are always 
locked into the square at night. 

10^.— The Anghaas eave Mr. Husnoo a des- 
perate flogging; and had it not been for the offi- 
cers, would have hanged him ailerward : he was, 
however, stripped, and turned out of the fort. 

1 1^.— Dost Mahommed Khan came. Khoda 
Bukeh, the half-brother of Mahommed Shah, 
has, we are told, left the Sirdar, whose party is 
breaking up; and he is supposed to be trying to 
get Major Fottinger to make some terms tor him 
with Macgregor, and for him to join the English 
against the king. Colonel Palmer has sent down 
to Macgregor the terms on which he will sur- 
render at Ghuznee; bat Maccregor refused to 
ratify them ; and has forwarded them to General 
Pollock, through the Sirdar, who has sent them 
here to Po^inger. Meantime, the garrison at 
Ghuznee are to be provisioned by the chiefs. 
Dost Mahommed -says that the king has written 
to Macgregor to vacate Jellalabad ; and at the 
same time sent, by the bearer of the letter, a ver- 
bal communication not to do so. The messen- 
ger had a long conversation with Macgregor, 
and then started sharp for Cabul, passing Ma^ 
hommed Akbar Khan's camp at night; wtio, on 
his part, was expecting to catch him in the 
morning, and possess himself of the letters. 

The Mirza Bowadeen Khan is getting a pa- 
per signed by us all, to say that he has treated 
us well : from whenoe we suspect he thinks our 
party will eventually gain the ascendant. 

The Sirdar sent to Lady Macnaghten to say 
that, if she did not reauire the services of three 
Hisdostanee saceses that are in another fort, he 
will send them, with the Resallah, to Peshawer 
on rafts, the day after to-morrow : a demonstra- 
tion of civility without oiieaning. The saceses 
are useless at a distance; and she does not re- 
quire erooms for the horses that have been taken 
irom her, either by him, or MaJhommed Shah 
KhfliQ. 



13/*.— Earthmiakes as usual." There has beeit 
a fight at Jellalabad. A party was sent out to 
mine : Sale, having intelligence of their inten- 
tion, planted an ambush. The enemy were first 
attacired from the fort ; and when they fled, they 
fell into the ambuscade, and were cut to pieced. . 
Numbers of Wounded Afighans have come into 
this and the neighbouring forts. i 

14<A.— Earthquakes in plenty. Mrs. Boyd was - 
confined early this morning; adding another to 
our list of female captives. In the evening Aff. 
gbans came in with many reports ; confirming . 
the account that there have been tEree fights, ia 
which the Aff*ghans have been worsted; that af- 
ter the last battle Mahommed Akbar Khan, in . 
his retreat, was fired at by an Afghan, and 
wounded in his body and arms. 

The Afighans tell two tales : one, that Shah * 
Shoojah had bribed a man with a lakh of rupees 
to assassinate Akbar ; the other, that Capt. Mac- 
gregor gave AbdoolGufibor Khan (Akbar's cous- 
in) the same sum to procure the like efibct ; and 
that Abdool and all his family have been put to^ 
death. 

They say that Mahommed Akbar Khan chafes 
like a lion taken in the toils, with his three 
wounds — for he was previously wounded in the 
thigh. He allowed no one but Mohammed Shah 
Khan to enter his tent. 

15/A. — I was made very anxious by a report 
that Jellalabad had been taken; it proved to be a 
piece of wit, to impose on those wno were eager ^ 
for news. The M.irza, as soon as he heard of it, . 
left his tent to come and assure me that it was> 
false, and to request I would not make myself* 
unhappy about it. 

or authentic accounts the last are, that there 
was a buri between the Sirdar's camp and Jella- 
labad. which Mahommed Akbar wished to es* 
tablish as an outpost, and intended taking posses- 
sion of. "Fighting Bob" (as Sale is called)/, 
having got intelligence of their intentions, sent 
a partv of sappers and miners with supports du- 
ring the night, who destroyed the worlc and re- 
turned; and on the Sirdar's partv's arrival, they 
found their intended post annihilated. 

Farther accounts regarding the Sirdar's wound 
state that it was purely accidental. A favour- 
ite Pesh Khedmat. who had accompanied Ma-' 
hommed Akbar Knan to Bokhara, and had been 
with him in all his changes of fortune, was as<» 
sisting him to dismount from his horse when 
some part of his dress catching upon his firey 
arms, they went ofi*, and the Siraar was wound-' 
ed through the arm and lungs. One account 
states, that the unfortunate man was instantly cut 
to pieces ; another, that he was burned alive; and 
that to the last he took his path on the Koran* 
that the act was an accident. There is nothing- 
too brutal or savage for Akbar to accomplish ; . 
he is known to have had a man flayed alive iz^ 
his presence, commencing at his feet and contin- 
uing upward until the sufferer was Relieved by^ 
death. I 

The Mirza has sent for nalbunds to shoe our. 
horses ; and there seems to be an idea that we; 
shall not long remain here. We have lately 
made ourselves more comfortable : a temporary^ 
shed or two, composed of mats, have been erect- 
ed since the gr^at earthquake for the accommo- 
dation of thoi^e who were turned out of their^ 
rooms at that time, all of course at their own ex- 
pense. We have also got stools to sit upon, and 
charpoys instead o^ lying on the ground ; and a 
cuJBva, with boards nailed on it, serves me for aj 
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table— & decided luxury, there being but one 
other here. Mirza^ in this man's case, denomi- 
nates a secretary : he is a kind of underrjailer 
({)08i Mahommed Khan i)eing the principal 
one), who issues out our allowance of food : to 
some he is civil, and has been so to me ; to some 
very rude ; and has even drawn his knife on one 
of the officers. 

18(A.-— We had two slight shakes, with reports 
like distant guns or thunder in the morning; and 
another during prayers at night. The. Mirza 
Bowadeen Khan is to leave us the day after to- 
morrow. ' The servants have a report that there 
have been several ensagements, in which Sale 
has been victorious ; that the Sirdar is wounded 
in two places; and that the married people are 
all to be sent to JeUalabad, and the bachelors to 
Cabul. 

19^.^No earthquake to-day. The Mirza is 
ordered off; andtthe Nazir of Mahommed Shah 
Kkan is come in his place: that is, he is to be 
our snb-iailer, Dost M.ahommed Khan being the 
principal one, and answerable ibr our safe cus- 
tody to Mahommed Shah Khan, his brother, who 
sules all Mahommed Akbar Khan's councils. 

The Nazir begins well: says the Mirza cheat- 
ed us of our allowance; that two sheep and 
twenty fowls are to be distributed daily, one seer 
of ottah, and one of rice to each room, with ghee 
in pro^tion; • and that we are to have kesmish, 
sugar, and tea, monthly. 

It is farther reported that the Sirdar never in* 
tended the servants to be sent away; and that it 
was done by the Mirza in hopes of obtaining 
plunder. However, to do him justice, he sent 
to Capt. Lawrence, desiring him to make it 
known that the servants' money was unsafe ; and 
that those who had any had better intrust it to 
the keeping of their masters. Now this he nev- 
er would have done had he intended to fleece 
them. For mysell^ I regret his going away; as 
he was always very civil to me, gettmg me any 
little thing I required. 

^ik. — ^Duringprayers (it being Sunday), about 
ione o'clock, we lelt three distinct shocks. 

Numbers of cattle are being driven off to- 
awards the hills. The people are sending their 
families and property away from the villages. 
The Affghans say that it is onlv the wandering 
^Ghilzye tribes returning, as is their wont in the 
•spring of the year, towards Cabul; having, as 
usual, wintered their flocks in the warmer cli- 
mate of the Lughman valley. 

2l5^. — The no-roz, or vernal equinox. Mr. 
Melville brought us a bouquet of narcissuses, 
which we highly prized, for it is long since we 
have seen even a blade of ^ass. 

The report of to-day is, that troops have at 
length arrived at Jellalabad ; having lost 1000 
out of 3000 men in forcing the Khyber pass. All 
the forts about this place are fllling fast with 
wounded men of Akbar's army; and skirmishes 
are said to take place daily at Jellalabad, ih which 
we never ^ear of the Sirdar being victorious. 

A nalbund is come to this fort, and is shoeing 
all our horses, we paying for the same. This 
looks like preparation for a move ; but we trust 
i^will not he a precipitate flight to Khoolloom 
with Mahommed Akbar Khan, as we have 
heard it hinted. 

Mr. Clarke is stated to have arrived at Pesh- 
.awer. He is an active political functionary, 
,and just the man to set things to rights. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan sent 800 men to 
watch the proceedings at Jellalabad. Sale is 



said to have attacked them, and cut them to 
piepes. This is the Affghan report of to-day. . 

33<;^.— A report thai the Sirdar is filing to go 
over to the English ; but that Mahommed Shah 
Khan is averse to the measure. 

Another report, that all the horses and ponies, 
are sent for by the Sirdar, h«5 caused a great 
commotion; which, however, has subsided, on 
the discovery that the Sirdar had sent to claim a 
blue horse lie had lent Mr. Rylev on the march, 
which he requires for his artillery: it was an 
iron gray. 

An earthquake early in the morning, and. 
mauy slight ones at night. 

Mahommed Shah Khan's people are sound- 
ing us, to ascertain whether we shall be ran- 
somed or not; talking of a lakh and half as 
our value: the General, Major Pottinger, and 
Capt. Lawrence to remain until we are in safe- 
ty, and their rupees in hand. A council of 
officers was held at the General's regarding this 
same ransom business: which they reler to 
Macgregor. I protest against being implicated 
in any proceedings in which I have no vote. . 

9&Ui. — ^The Nazir says it was only a feeler, 
and it Mras a lakh and half each that Mahommed. 
Shah Khan required from us. Perhaps this is 
only a piece of Affghan wit. 

26^A.— Letters from Jellalabad. The 3lst, 
and 9th Gtueen's, a regiment of dragoons, two. 
of native cavalry, eight of infantry, three eigh- 
teen-pounders, three nine pounders, and six six- 
pounders, are expected there on the 1st of 
April. Gerard has been wounded. Abbott hit 
by a spent ball : all well, thank God 1 

This news is very different from what we 
heard this morning, which was, that those left 
at Cabul and Ghuznee have been sent to Bok*- 
hara to be sold as slaves; and that our turn 
would come next. 

The thermometer of our spirits has risen 
greatly. We hear from Jellalabad that all at 
Cabul are well, and that Ghuznee has been 
obliged to surrender ; but that the officers are 
ajl well, safe, and taken care of, as we are here. 

Earthquakes in the usual number. 

Snik. — Easlet Sunday^ I wrote to Sale. Four 
earthquakes before breakfast, and more at night 

28£A. — We hear from an Affghan, just come 
from Jellalabad, that two regiments have left 
Peshawer, and advanced two marches ; that 
Capt. Mackeson, political agent, has bought 
over the Khyberries; but (hat Gholab Sing, the 
Sheikh general, has claimed the honour of keep- 
ing the pass open for us. 

29^. — An Affghan reports that our troops 
have arrived at Lallpoorah. A trifling earth* 
quake at sunset; the bills enveloped in clouds, 
which suddenly assumed a lurid hue, and one 
sharp clap of thunder, much resembling a gun, 
was heanl; after which they cleared off. A 
little rain about 8 P.M., when it became very 
warm, and we experienced a very hot nieht. 

30^. — Sultan Jan and Mahommed Shah 
Khan are (we hear) gone with 3000 men to op- 
pose the troops coming up. This force mignt 
annoy ours very much in the Cholah Khyber, 
between Lallpoorah and Hazar-i-now. 

Another report is current to-day, that we are 
to be off on Sunday for Jellalabad, 

Heavy rain in tne evening and at night, with 
rumblings and trifling shocks. 

3l5^. — The weather has cleared up again. 
To-day's report isj that we go on Monday to 
Tagow or Kaiffiriston^ The people are becom- 
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ing verf ciTil ; Mk if we will spare their lires, 
and are sending their women away. We tell 
them that all who behave well to ns wiU have 
their property respected, and be well treated. 

They say that Saltan Jan is really gone with 
3000 men to the Gholah Khyber; tliat oar force 
coming ap gives no quarter ; that the Al^hans 
sent spies in the guise of coontrv people, with 
things to sell, to cee what loot tne Feringhees 
had. Thev report that not only the soldiers, bat 
also the officers, are packed close in small psUls, 
without beds, chairs, tables, oc anything but the 
clothes on their backs* 

AprU 1st. — A famous hoax went rott&d, that a 
letter had come fifom Macgfregor, th^t govern- 
ment were going to ransom us &om Mahommed 
Shah Khan for three lakhs of rupees, and that 
we were to leave Buddeeabad on We^esday ; 
that Sultan Jan had been defeated in the Khy- 
ber, and that Mahommed Akbar Khan had fled 
to OabnI. 

Letters did aetaally arrive from- Jellalabad 
subsequently, with very conflicting- accounts : 
Gen. roUook not expected till the 16th. 

A report that Mahommed Akbar had with- 
drawn all his outposts, and hostilities had 
ceased; that Dost Mahommed had arrived at 
the Attock ; and that, as soon as he entered the 
country, all prisoners were to be set at large, 
and our force to quit the country, leaving the 
Ameer Dost Mahommed to prosecute his for- 
tunes as best he may. 

Sale's letter gives no intelligence of a public 
nature ; but as he proposes getting more shoes 
made to send to me, it does not Took as if he 
expected us to leave this country soon. 

3d. — ^A report that Macgregor has seized a 
flock of 200 sheep, twenty head of cattle, and 
twenty camels that were passing near Jellala- 
bad; that Mahommed Akbar Khan, who, it 
seems, cannot have withdrawn his outposts, sent 
to seize our yahoos when they went out to wa- 
ter, and planted a party for that purpose. Some 
of our people who went out early, saw them 
stealing along to their position, and immediately 
reported the circumstance, when Sale planted 
an ambush of two companies, one of Europeans 
and one native. They then sent out the animals 
as usual, and when the Aflghans pounced on 
their expected prey, they were attacked, and it 
is said 200 of them were killed. 

M. — I wrote to Sale, but heard that the letter 
will not go till to-morrow. We are told that 
three chiefe at Jellalabad are supplying our ar- 
my with grain, leaving it at the gate at night. 

6th. — The Nazir sayTs that a brass six-pounder 
has been brought in from theKhyber on a camel, 
and that it has killed two camels bringing it to 
the Sirdar's camp; also, that they have brought 
in thirty European heads. Dost Mahommed 
Khan has returned from Cabul, whither the 
Sirdar sent him on business: he reports that 
there is great commotion in Cabul, and he has 
brought all Sultan Jan*s family back with him 
for safety to the Lughman valley. The gun 
above alluded to is probably one taken at Ali 
Musjid; and the Sirdar having brought it to his 
camp, induces us to think that he has given up 
the idea of defending the Khyber. 

Pottinger gives it as his opinion, that we may 
probably remain here for six months. 

The Nazir tells us that the gun that has ar- 
rived has been a month on the road, and has 
killed six camels; that it is the one taken at 
Jumroad three months ago, when our people 



were out foraging; and that Zeman Khan Ha»r 
ordered Shah Shoojah to send a force down from. 
Cabul. What they are going to do, and by 
whom the troops ace to be headed, we know 
not^ batoBly ihat the report is, that a force has. 
started. The Nazir told Pottinger that the talk- 
of our being ransomed at two lakhs was only a 
feeler, to see what we would ofier; that Mo-r 
hammed Shah Khan woald for that sum allow 
one gentleman to go to Peshawer to treat with^ 
oar party there; but that Pottinger would be 
held answerable for his safe return. 

News had just arrived to the Nazir from the. 
Kazanchey, who is with the Sirdar, that all the^ 
jofBeeHfatG^huzneeaM killed except eight; that: 
our troops at KhelM-i^flzye hold^4heir^i»aBd,, 
though they have been attacked sevecal times;i ' 
that the garrison of Kandahar have made fre- 
quent sallies, and scoured the coontiy in every 
direction for eight or ten miles; and that they 
have got in a number of sheep and cattle : also,, 
that an army is coming up from Shikarpore. 

Farther reports assure that Shah Shoojah left: 
Cabul to proceed to B^gramee, where his tents< 
were pitched ; bat that he had not got farther than^ 
the Mnsjed where John Hick's tomb is, in front, 
of the Bala Hissar gate, when he was cut down 
in his palkee by the son of Zeman EJian, and. 
was immediately cut to pieces. 

Three ^rdars are said to have come intp^y^ 
but we know of a truth that the Aflghans aie 
burnishing up their arms, and makine bullets. 

Our force is reported to have arrived at Jellala- 
bad. Our guards are all on the alert. A report 
that Mahommed Akbar is killed; another that 
he has fled to Gundamuk. 

Our broken towers are manned, and thirteen 
men added to our guard. 

8^. — The first news this morning was, that 
Mahommed Shah Khan had been here during the^ 
night, and that he has removed his family from 
the valley. It is still reported that Mahommed 
Akbar Khan is dead. The Sirdar reproached 
the chiefs for having supplied our garrison with< 
provisions ; and the same night, AMool GufS)or 
Khan, Abdool Rahim, and Aga Jan, went over* 
to Macgregor with 1000 Afghan cavalry, and 
told him that the enemy were not prepared ; on 
which a chupao was made on Akbar's camp,. 
With great slaughter. The three chiefs remained 
as hostages in Jellalabad, while their men went 
with our cavalry to chupao the camp. Akbar's- 
horse was restive ; and none of his people waited 
for him; his own artillerymen turned the guns- 
against him in their flight; and they left their 
cainp standine, their arms, and everything they^ 
possessed, add ran for Uieir lives. Mahommed 
Shah Khan has escaped ; and Mahommed Akbar 
Khan is said to be within four kos of Buddeeabad. 

lOM-.— We were hurried- from daybreak to get 
ready. Mahommed Shah Khan has taken away 
all Lady Macnaghten's jewels, to the value of 
above a lakh of rupees ; and her shawls, valued: 
at between 30^000 and 40.000 rupees. He desi- 
red to see my boxes, but did not take thje trouble- 
of examining them : he, however, knew that I ar*- 
rived here without any baggage. He sent to in- 
quire if we had any valuables ; and, if so, we- 
were to give them up at once. 
• The Mirza has returned: he and the Nazir 
promise to send altox, which I have no means 
of carrying, as also our servants, who are unable 
to go with us, to Jellalabad to Sale: however, as- 
they crammed the box into their own godown, I 
strongly suspect they mean to keep it themselves;- 
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My chest of drawers t^iey took possession of with 
great glee — I left some rabbish in them, and some 
small bottles, that were useless to me. I hope 
the Afghans will try their contents as medicine, 
and find them efficacious; one bottle contained 
nitric acid, another a strong solution of lunar 
caustic ! 

We did not start till past noon, and then did 
not take the road we expected, leading to Tighree ; 
but an upper one to the right, and were told we 
were going to Tagow. We had a great number 
of detentions from the camels that carried the 
kujavas ; the General's broke down j so did Mrs. 
Sturt*s ; the General was laid on the ground until 
another could be brought for him ; and Mr. Mel- 
ville gave his horse to my daughter. Here the 
Mirza professed to be very kind and attentive : 
he took a chogah lined with valuable fur, which 
was particularly prized by Mrs. Sturt. as being 
her husband's; also his sword; and said he 
would carry them for her when she was obli^d 
to ride ; but he quite forgot to return them, which 
caused much annoyance to us; and proved that 
the Mirza, despite his fair speeches, took care 
not to lose an opportunity orenriching himself 
at our expense. 

We had not proceeded far when we met some 
horsemen shouting Kaliis shud, and we were 
ordered to turn round: then we heard that our 
troops had been beat in the Khyber, and had lost 
ten guns. The next report was, that our troops 
had penetrated into the Lughman val|ey ; another,' 
that Jellalabad was taken. We went back ; and 
found that the mat houses, and other little com- 
forts we had put up, were mostly demolished; 
our scraps of setringees taken away, as also our 
mats, &c. ; but the soldiers were very civil to us : 
one brought back my charpoy, and busied him- 
self in stnnging it for me ; another brought me a 
chiragh; and a soldier's wife brought Mrs. Sturt 
and me each a stool to sit on. These little kind- 
nesses make a deep impression at such times. 

We were told not to unpack; and to be ready 
to start, if requisite, in the night. 

A servant who refused to march with us was 
all activity on our return : he ran here and there, 
took our horses, and then, best of ^11, bought 
some fowls and cooked them for us. 

We had been cooped up so long without any 
exercise, that we were quite ready for and enjoyed 
our dinner after the ride. 

nth. — We got an early breakf^t, and soon 
after started again; leavina; the soldiers, two 
European women (Mrs. Wade and Mrs. Bumes), 
and the child Seymour Stoker, with all the maim- 
ed servants, and those that would not go with us. 
The women and child certainly ought to have 
apcompanied us. 

We went to Ali Kund, a rather long march, 
and found the Sirdar there, seated in his nalkee, 
and looking very ill. He was particular in bow- 
ing to us all, i?i2tking every demonstration of ci- 
vilihr. 

Three tents were pitched for us on a pretty and 
l^en spot. The vallev was beautiful undjer cul- 
tivation ; and to us doubly so, f^om ou;r not haying 
seen a blade of grass fbr so long a time. 

The field pea was in blossom; several sorts of 
cranesbill, gentian^ forget-me-not, campions, &c. 

Having taken me precaution to. have some 
fowls roasted over night, we got a good meal; 
and we design, whenever we march, ahd can pro- 
cure them, to do the same. 

As we marched through the valley, we saw 
the effects of the late earthquake: not a fort was 



entire; ve«y few haMtable; and most of t]ien>» 
masses of ruins. 

Sultan Jan arrived this evening from the Khy- 
ber. Truly, the Persian expression of a man'a- 
face being blackened is true : he looks very bteck. 
upon his late defeat in the Khyber; and has re- 
tamed with 50, all that remain to him of 500 men* 
he took there. I had no idea, before our captivity, 
that people could become so changed by sunburn : 
the Europeans looking like the Afighans, andi 
the Affghans as dark as Hindostanees. 

im.— Set out at eight A.M.. and arrived at 
our ground at five P.M. ; a very long march over 
a steril country. We only twice met witli water, 
which was very shallow, and so sandy that our 
horses would not drink it. We did not see a. 
vestige of a habitation, nor any cultivation. 

We left the Adanek Beednck pass to our left^ 
and travelled up and down a number of very 
difficult mountain passes. Mahommed Akbar 
Khan passed us ; bOwed, and smiled — " He can; 
smile, and smile, and be a villain." I shook 
hands with Moyenobdeen, who is also arrived 
from the Khyber. He looks what is vulgarly 
called down m the mouth. He appeared afraid 
of acknowledging his acquaintance with me;: 
and stealthily came to inquire if my wound was* 
well. He was with Sale in the Kohistan ; and 
then, and still, professes to be his friend, and the: 
friend of the English in general. 

VSith. — Made a march of about twelve miles : 
the country steril and rocky; the road rather 
better than yesterday; only one very awkwarct 
ascent, when all the ladies got out of their kuja- 
vas. I always ride ; and have my own saddle r 
but some of the ladies are obliged to ride gentle- 
man fashion, sitting on their beddings instead of ^ 
saddles. 

The road was mostly up and down hill. We- 
passed two small forts, with patches of cultivation 
near them, not far from our encamping grounds 
We found it very hot in our tent. This tent is 
one division of a common Sipahee's pall. We 
have taken up our places; and always retain 
them. Our party consists of Mrs. Trevor anct 
five of her children, and Mrs. Sturt and myself, 
on one side ; on the other, Mrs. Boyd and her 
three children, Lady Macnaghlen, Mrs. Main- 
waring and child. Captain and Mrs. Andersoiv 
and two children, and Captain Lawrence. The 
other tents are similarly crammed: all spread 
their beddings (Vhich touch each other) upon 
the ground. 

litk. — ^A very tiresome hill on setting out — the- 
Badhpush or Windy Back : the ascent rather 
difficult; the descent could be made good for 
guns with 100 sappers in a ffew dajrs. Saw plen- 
ty of fruit trees in blossom on the hill; at the foot 
of which we halted, dismounted, and sat on the- 
afTonnd till all our people got over ; and found 
Mahommed Shah's sons with large bouquets of 
tulips. I observed the mistletoe, the myrrh, ilex^ 
&c. The rest of the march was along a tolera- 
bly good road. We crossed the same stream at 
least twenty times. Saw some purple irises. We 
were detained for a long time at the Cabul river; 
which we crossed On a jkata (or raft) supported 
on inflated skins: and encamped close to the 
bank, but farther aown the stream, as the current 
was very rapid: the river is said to be twenty 
feet deep at some places. Here we found Ma- 
hommed Akbar Khan. Our baggage came up 
at dusk, as also the tents ; but a great deal did not 
get over, and has to wait for daylight. Several 
horses swam over; and their enorts, and those 
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of their ridsn, wore a source of great interest 
to us. 

. 15<A April.— We did not leave our encamp- 
ment until Uie middle of the day, when we found 
the sand dreadl'ally hot. We came only four or 
fi^e miles to Sehrubv ; and pitched our tents not 
iar distant from AbdooUah Khan's fort There 
were no kujavas to-day, and great grumbling 
thereat among the ladies. A report, which we 
iervently hope is untrue, that all tne hostages left 
at Cabul are murdered. 

I saw plenty of amaryllis in bloom ; as also of 
the Persian iris (the orris of the druggists), which 
quite scented the air with a perfume lesembling 
uat of mingled violets and wall-flowers. 

16^. — We halted. All manner of reports to- 
day — that the king has not been murdered, but is 
in power with the Dooranees, the Populzyes, and 
Achukzyes, who are in the ascendant; while the 
Barukzyes are at a discount ; that great commo- 
tion exists in Cabul; that the soldiers, who were 
left there, are to remain, but the officers are to 
«ome and join us at T^zeen to-morrow, whither 
we are to march, and go by roads impracticable 
for cattle ; all to walk, to Herat : we are to be 
there in two months, after which we are to be 
aent to Balkh. 

nth. — Halted again, probably waiting for the 
ibur kujavas that the siniar has ordered Mahom- 
med Shah Khan to furnish us with. They say 
we go to T4zeen to-morrow : the Mirza is off in 
advance, in great haste. Our troops are said to 
be near, and the AJfghans are going to cbupao 
them. The Sirdar has fallen back on the river, 
to confer with the Chief of Tagow. 

This day I was attacked with fever. 

18^.— Halted. Mahommed Shah Khan is 
gone off to Cabul ; we are to go to the hills above 
Tezeen, and stay t^ere till all is settled. If only 
a small force comes up, the Afghans mean to 
cut them up in the Khoord Cabul ; if a large 
force come, they will succumb at once. I was 
worse to-day: a pleasant prospect, as we daily 
expect to march. Our troops are said to be still 
•at Lallpoorah, quieting refractory tribes. 

19^. — A miserable day, and we marched 
>through heavy rains to Tezeen : we are told that 
no supplies were to be had where we were. 
Kod& Buksh Khan's fort, close at hand, is full of 
loot and plate. The earthquake has brought down 
part of the fort they have brought us to. 

The Sirdar could only get two camels with 
kujavas ; but gave up his own palkee to Lady 
Macnaghten and me. I was utterly incapable 
of sitting on horseback : however, as I had to sit 
backwajpd, with very little room, nothing to lean 
against, and to keep a balance against Lady M. 
and Mrs. Boyd's baby, I benefited but little, ex- 
cept in the grandeur of a royal equipage. My 
turban and habit were completely saturated by 
the rain, and I shivered as I went. On arrival 
at the fort, I was told to go into the room where 
Mahommed Shah's and the other chief's ladies 
were. They received us with great kindness, and 
kept heaping up three large fires for us to dry 
our clothes by. The courtyard was a deep mass 
of mud, and in the evening Afghans carried us 
on their backs across it to another apartment, 
which was nicely covered with numdas: our bed- 
dings were all regularly sopped through. The 
whole of the baggage was sent on to the camp, 
.with our servants. A dinner was cooked for us 
— a huge dish of rice, with dhye (sour curdsj in 
the centre, and ghee poured over all ! This is a 
favourite Afighan dish, and therefore my bad 



taste must be arraigned for thinking it not eata-^ 
ble. Fortunately, f had a little tea and sugar in 
a bag, suspended from the crupper of my saddle: 
they gave us some milk, and I found tea the most 
refreshing renast. We stretched ourselves on 
the numdas (coarse felt carpets) in our still wet 
clothes. In the night I began shivering again, 
and Captain Anderson, my nearest bedmate, cov- 
ered me with a bed cloak, which, strange to say, 
soon imparted warmth to me. We slept, large 
and small, thirty-four in a room 15 feet by 12 ; and 
we lay on the floor, literally packed together, with 
a wood fire in the centre, and using pine torches 
for candles. 

2(MA.~The Sirdar fears, if he is taken by us, we 
shall either hang him or blow him from a gun. 
Mahommed Shah Khan is in a great fright also. 
Sultan Jan appears to be our bitterest enemy. 
The Sirdar says ke alow could take us through 
the country : or, if he wished it, he could assem- 
ble 5000 men at any point to attack us. 

It is said that MacKenzie is to go to Jellalabad 
on a secret mission. He will not be allowed to 
take anv letters for individuals. 

We had rain all day, and our wet chogahs, 
&c., hanging up, increased the damp. I wrote a 
few lines in pencil to Sale, by a trooper who ex- ' 
pected to go with Mackenzie, recommending both 
this trooper himself (Oomar Khan), and the Ra- 
jah Ali Bahadur to him: both have been very 
useful to us. We had rain all day, and three 
earthquakes. ,, < ~ r ,nm 

Mackenzie did not go aAer all. 

Mrs. Waller increased the community, giving 
birth to a daughter: she, Mrs. Waller, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Eyre got a room to themselves and 
their children, diminishing our number to twen- 
ty-nine. A slight earthquake, and a fine night. 

2lst. — ^A fine sunshiny day : we went out to 
camp, getting on the first horses we could find : 
mine was a half-starved beast that could scarcely 
put one foot before the other. We had scarcely 
a mile to go. We hear that we are to halt here 
one day; and then go to Zenganah, where the 
snow is four feet deep, and to stay there for four' 
months. Rain in the evening; and very heavy 
rain at night The general, who is said to be 
dying, PoSinger, Mackenzie, Dr. Magrath, the 
Eyres and Wallers, are lefl at the fort. 

Major Pottinger expostulated with Akbar, and 
told him that surely he did not make war on 
women and children, and that it was great cruelty' 
to drive us about the country in the way they are 
doing ; that when the Dost and the ladies of his 
family (among them Akbar's wife, the daughter 
of Mahommed Shah Khan) went to Hindostan, 
they travelled with every comfort procurable, and. 
probably manv more than they would have ex- 
perienced in their own country. To this he re-' 
plied, I will do whatever you wish : but Mahom- 
med Shah Khan is gone to Cabul ; the very bread 
I eat I get from him ; and until he returns I can- 
not do anything. He, however, insists that he 
has a letter from Hindostan, in which, it is as- 
serted that his father has twenty sentries over 
him, and offered to show the letter to Captain. 
Lawrence, who said he cared not who wrote the 
letter: it was untrue; that the Dost has a guaid; 
but so far from being a close prisoner, he, being; 
fond of hawking, &c., goes out when and where 
he pleases, with an escort of horse, which would 
be given in compliment to his station, as in the 
case of the royal families of Delhi, &c. ; and that 
any restraint the women are placed under, is at 
the sole desire of the Dost himself. 
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; *23<Z.-»-W€ were ronsed before daylight with 
"Orders to march immediately; and as we had 
fully expected to halt for another day or two, all 
was confusion. 

I was still too weak to ride ; and Mrs. Boyd 
kindly gave me her place in the kujava, I card- 
ing her baby. It was my first attempt, and the 
conveyance was a particularly small one of the 
kindf for when thie resai was nut in to sit on, 
there was not one foot and a half square ; and I 
•found (being rather a tall person) the greatest 
difficulty in doubling up my long legs into the 
prescril)ed compass. 

On inquiry, 1 ibund that our departure was 
occasioned by the arrival of a letter trom Cabul : 
stating that Futteh Jung, son of the deceased 
Shah Shoojah, was coming with 400 horse to 
carry us off, as a card to play in his own favour. 

Zeman Shah Khan, acting King in Cabul, 
also demaz^ us. Akbar wants to keep us; but 
trboth he and we are in the hands of Mahommed 
'Shah Khan.; who says he never took place or 
present from us ; that he hated us always; and 
will be our ei^emy to the last. 

We came to-day about twelve miles up the 
!bed of a deep ravine, crossing the stream at least 
4ifty times. From our last encampment we could 
see Kodah Buksh Khan's fort, looking very pret- 
ty, surrounded with fine trees in blossom. 

On first starting, we passed on our right a 
large mountain-slip, caused by the earthquake 
bear to a large cave, where there are a great 
number of bodies. The bills were very precipi- 
tous on our left, and high on both sides, we 
also passed a cave at some small cBstance, in 
^ront of which were some dead bodies and many 
Ijones strewed about; and, from the blood close 
to its entraxKse,. there is every reason to believe 
that the inhabitants were supporting nature by 
devouring each other. I saw three poor wretch- 
es crawling on hands and knees just within the 
'Cave : but all* we had to bestow upon them was 
pity, not unmingled with horror at the evidences 
of cannibalism but too apparent. These miser- 
able creatures called to us for that relief which 
we had it in our power to afford; and we can 
only hope that their sufferings were speedily ter- 
minated by death. 

No guns excepting that of the mountain train 
could travel this road ; and cavalry and infantiy 
•would be greatly annoyed from the heights. 

We did not go direct up the Tezeen valley ; 
'l)ut took the right hand valley, which leads to the 
/Jubhar Khail country, considered as the strong- 
est of the Ghilzye mountain fastnesses. We 
passed an old Gnilzye fort on an eminence on 
our right; also a small dolony of charcoal ma- 
kers, resident in mud huts, and encamped at a 
second place of the same kind. Ice six inches 
thick in places close to the road ; and jdenty of 
snow from six to eight inches deep on the sides 
-of it. 

23rf.— Being still very weak, I am glad to hear 
-we are likely to halt here eight days. Khojeh 
Mahommed Khan seems very anxious regarding 
«ome terms being made with the Feringhees: 
he bahadurs notwithstanding; and says he can 
brinff two lakhs of fighting men against us. 

The Ghazeeas are getting discontented; and 
"Complain that they have had no food for four days. 

The Sirdar has ordered our horses back to 
'T^zeen : he says he cannot feed them here. 

S4«A.— The General died last night, and his re- 
mains are to be sent to Jellalabad. Mackenzie 
•was sent there on a secret mission just afterward. 



The General's death was hastened by a nimour 
of a Chupao from Cabul the very day we left 
Tezeen. At midday all were put on horseback, 
and sent off to a fort near at hand. In the gen- 
eral hurry to save.themselves, Mrs. Waller with 
her two children, seemed to be quite forgotten. 
Mr. Waller went to Major Pottinger, who was 
mounted on his horse, and who said all must do 
the best they could for themselves; but that no 
doubt accommodation would be given. On this 
Mr. Waller, who cannot speak Persian, applied 
to tJapt. Mackenzie; who went to Akbar EJian, 
and represented to him how shocking a thing it 
was to leave a lady and two children to l;iave 
their throats cut. An old kujava was found, 
and strung; and some Aflghans carried it on a 
pole. Three wives of one of the chiefs were also 
left in a great fright; but they procured some 
conveyance also. Pottinger was hurried off in 
such haste that he could not remonstrate. 

Mahommed Shah Khan says he will not give 
us anything besides ottah. I suppose he keeps 
all the good things for the Affghan ladies; some 
of whom inhabit two mud hiits on the hill, and 
the others are lodged in black tents more fragile 
than our own. Mahommed Rufeek, our present 
keeper and purveyor, has purchased twelve sheep 
on hi? own account for us; and Mahommed Ak- 
biar Khan has sent twelve camels to Cabul to bring 
rice and ghee. We are also busy making che- 
bootras : we hang up our resais and blankets for 
roofs and walls, and find they make very com* 
fortable places to sit in all day. 

25<A. — A report that Macgregor is to exchange 
us against an equal number of Aflghan ladies 
and children at Loodinah; and that we arc to be 
released in a few days. 

26th.— A report to-day that the Jellalabad ar- 
my are mo vmg upward and the Cabul one 
downward. The Affghins say that their force 
consists of 12,000 men, 

27^A.— The Sirdar and Major Pottinger paid 
us a visit. The former tells us we arc not to be 
wigry : that nothing is procurable here; that he 
has sent to Cabul for everything for us. He 
brought some native shoes and cloth for distribu- 
tion. Miller and Moore, the two soldiers who 
attended on the General, have been liberated: 
but Akbar says that it is not prudent to let them 
go at present, as the roads arc unsafe ! 

28W.— We have converted oui chebopfras into 
arbours made of juniper. We were driven from 
ours to-day hefbre dinner by a shower of rain. 
At night we bad thunder, hall, and showers of 
rain, tnat came on in gusts. 

It is said that the Sirdar has intercepted a let- 
ter from Conolly to Macgregor regarding some 
treaty with Amenoollah Khan for 5 lakhs ; and 
that Kohundif Khan (the Dost^s brother), with 
8000 Persians, is movmg on Kandahar. If this 
is true, it involves a quarrel with Persia. 

A number of the Sirdar's men are said to have 
gone off to-davj having struck for arrears of pay. 
The Sirdar omsred them five rupees each, but 
they demanded ten. A relief guard of seven men 
has arrived with some petty <3iief. 

We have just heard that Miller was disguised 
as an Affghan to lead fhe camel tiiat conveyed 
the General's body. Moore looked to English to 
attempt it. Near Jugdaluk, the party of ten 
horsemen were attacked, and the box, which was 
supposed to contain treasure, broken open. We 
at first heard that they had mutilated the poor 
old man's body: but only a few stones were 
thrown, one of wnich struck the head. 
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MilleFwas beaten a good deal, and wounded 
with a knife ; but saved nis life by saying he was 
a Mussolman: he had to return. The body was 
sent on ; but I believe there is as yet no authen- 
tic account of its arrival at Jeilalabad. 
^ Mahommed Shah Khan arrived at night. 

30cA April. — ^A messenger came in irom Ame- 
nooUah Khan. The government have refused to 
pay the fourteen and half lakhs; and the Af- 
ghans say that Pottinger and Lawrence are an- 
swerable for it. Is not Akbar more answerable 
for the non-fulfilment of the treaty 1 he who went 
to the Durbar, booted (on the 7th of January), 
ready to start after our army for the avowed pur- 
pose of its annihilation 1 

The Rajah has come in j he goes off to Cabul 
again to-morrow. Goolam Moyen oo deen also 
came to see us : he goes with the Sirdar to T6- 
zeen to-day. 

All accounts seem to agree in this : that al- 
;though the Affghans are raising troops in Cabul, 
yet they seem to be as likely to light against each 
other as against us. 

Our soldiers who were left at Cabul, have 
been sent to Logur (AmenooUah's country). 
The hostages are placed in the hands of the son 
of the high-priest, Bucha-i-Meer Wyse. 

It is reported that the Dost has written to Ak- 
bar Khan to say that, if there is any chance of 
Tegaining the throne, he was to fight for it ; but 
if not, not to drive us women and children about 
the country; as it was against his interest that 
we should b& ill treated. Perhaps he pities the 
wives of all these Ghilzye chiefs, who go where- 
ever we do ; they, however, have the best and 
largest kujavas, and plenty of them; while with 
us, many ladies very unfit to ride are forced to 
do so, and even without side or any saddles ; for 
myself, I would rather walk than be again pack- 
ed into a kujava. 

1st May.— Futteh Jung, Amenoollah, and the 
Populzyes are in the Bala Hissar. The new 
King, Zeman Shah Khan, and Osman Khan, 
with the Barukzyes, are in the city. They have 
sixteen guns ; and want the former party to join 
them ; but they refuse to do so, saying that the 
others inveigled Shah Shoojah out, and killed 
him. 

l: Neither party will have anything to do with 
Akbar ; who, they say, plays a double part, and 
billed all our army. Mahommed Shah Khan 
wants to get Akbar to Cabul: but he refuses to 
go, from dread of assassination. 
i He (Akbar) wishes to be made a consequential 
chief of some part of the country ; and would 
probably give us up, had he the power : but Ma- 
lommed Shah Knan is very powerful, and 
averse to the project 

r 2d. — All Cabul is in an uproar, the people 
fighting among themselves. Khojeh Moham- 
med took some of the officers out shooting : while 
on the hills, they heard the report of guns; and 
were told that the firing was at Cabal, about 
thirty miles off in a direct line. 

In a conference with Pottinger, Troup, and 
;many other English and Affghans — among the 
latter Mohammed Shah Khan — ^Mohammed Ak- 
bar Khan became greatly excited. He said that, 
on the religious cry being raised, he killed the 
£nvov, he destroyed our army; and now that he 
has curawn down the vengeance of the British 
upon him, the rest are deserting him ; that ne has 
kept his feelings pent up within his own breast, 
until they have preyed upon his vitals; and that| 
were he in power now, he would exterminate ev- 



ery one of the recreant Mttssulinans who have- 
deserted him and left him to obloquy. 

A cossid has arrived from Cabul ; where there 
has been a fight, in which Zeman Shah Khan 
has been victorious. One of AmenooUah's sons 
is killed^ and Hamza Khan is wounded : but 
Futteh Jung and Amenoollah are still in pps*- 
session of the Bala Hissar. 

34. — Amenoollah Khan has been worsted: 
The Sirdar has sent troops, under his cousin 
Shamshudeen, to lay waste the Logur country, 
destroy the forts, and capture the women : for 
all which, Akbar promises a reward of SOjOOO- 
rupees. 

It is now reported that we are to go in three 
or four days to Ghuznee, where the Sirdar'^ 
cousin Shumshudeen commands. I heard from. 
Sale. The Wallers and Eyres arrived fi-om T6i 
zeen. 

4^A. — The Sirdar is gone or going to Cabul. 

Capt. Troup is just summoned to join him: 
and Pottinger: Magrath remains at T^zeen; 
and Mackenzie, they say, is gone back to Jeila- 
labad again. 

Another account states that Amenoollah has 
fled to the Logur country, and that Futteh Jung 
holds the Bala Hissar. Farther accounts state 
that Amenoollah, although defeated, got safe into 
the Bala Hissar. 200 horsemen have been sent 
from Cabul to the Sirdar: Zeman Shah Khan 
invites him to assume the throne. He was sleep^ 
ing when they arrived ; but the prospect of a 
crown soon chased his slumbers; and he wa» 
quickly on horseback with Pottinger, leaving or- 
ders for Troup, on his arrival, to follow. Mac- 
ken^e was not to go to Jeilalabad, but to waic 
for farther orders from the Sirdar. 

The Sirdar has been urgent (but ineffectually^ 
of course) with Mr. Eyre to go to Cabul to lay 
his guns for him. "We hear that the hostages are 
all again with Zeman Shah Khan. 

7^.-1 have before adverted to Mackenzie's 
secret mission to Jeilalabad. It was first, to as« 
certain what terms our party would propose : the 
reply was an offer of two lakhs of rupees for all 
the prisoners, and that the sooner we were given 
up to our own people the greater would be the 
friendship of our government ; that, in conse- 
quence of the protection afforded us by Dost Mor- 
hammed Khan and Mohammed Shah Khan, 
their families and possessions would not be at- 
tacked; but that the grand question of peace oi 
war, and the settlement of the country, must de- 
pend upon replies to be received from the gov- 
ernor-general. The Sirdar has sent in his re- 
joinder by Mackenzie ; saying, he does not want 
money ; nothing but the friendship of our nation; 
and that, if the ladies and children go, he cannot 
part with the gentlemen yet. 

Gen. Pollock has issued a proclamation, that 
whoever remains quiet will be unmolested. 

Threats are held out that, if our troops move 
up higher than Gundamuk, we shall also be ta* 
ken 90 miles farther up into the hills. To this 
there are two objections : we are now above the 
Tezeen valley, in the Jubhar Khail country; 
these people declare we shall not go farther, or 
if we do they will themselves take us to our ar- 
my, for they do not want to bring down upon 
themselves the vengeance or our nation; second- 
ly, we have no carriage: there is little doubt 
that Mohammed Shah Khan would care little 
for our being obliged to leave behind our clothes 
and the few comforts we have, but we canno* 
be expected to walk; and the Sirdar or some of 
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the chiefs have taken away to Cabal both our 
riding-horses and baggage ponies. 

I think myself fortuDate in having had mv 
horse selected to carry Capt. Mackenzie to Jef- 
lalabad: it arrived there lame, and was left with 
Sale, We have this day seen the general order, 
with Col. P^mer's capitulation at Ghuznee: 
and dreadful was the tale that shortly followed 
it. On the faith of the orders received, and the 
promises of the treaty with the chiefs, these de- 
voted troops left Ghuznee. under the charge of 
Shumshudeen (the Sirdar's cousin). Treachery 
seems to be inherent in the blood of this familv. 
' A Ghazeea shot an officer, another shot the 
Ghazeea ; a fight ensued ; the whole of our troops 
were cut upj exertions were made to save the 
officers, but every Sipahee fell. Seven of the 
officers are said to be alive, and poor Mrs. Lums- 
den. It is exactly the countermart of what oc- 
curred with the C'abul force. 

Regarding our climate. — The snow has melt- 
ed on the hills immediately in our front and 
rear; but the tops of those within a moderate 
walk (were we permitted to go out of the bounds 
assigned to us for exercise) are still covered 
with it. 

' This morning, when we were dressing, and 
long after sunrise, the Bheestee took his mushk 
to the stream, not 50 yards from our tents, and 
filled it ; on his return, the water was frozen so 
hard he could not pour it out; and we had to 
thaw it by the fire. 

. Wi, — A. very gloomy day, and cold : we kept 
up a good fire in the bower. A little snow fell. 
Serj. Deane's wife, a Persian woman, has been 
taken by force and married to a younger brother 
of Mahommed Shah Khan. Whenever this man 
enters her presence, she salutes him with her 
slipper. It is only within a few days that she 
has been told of Deane's death : she appears to 
have been sincerely attached to him ; ana is rep- 
xesented as a very pretty young woman. 

The man who took the General's body to Jel- 
lalabad has returned. He seems highly pleased 
with the present he has received of 200 rupees, 
and it appears to have had a good effect ; for he 
reports in glowing terms on the grand turn-out 
for the funeral) the salvoes fired, &c., on the oc- 
casion; and the magnificent appearance of our 
troops. 

}0^.-^ft][>t. Anderson's litde girl was resto- 
red, to the great joy of her parents. 

Panies run high at Gabnl : Reman Shah Khan 
sajirs he will be King, Akbar ditto, Jubhar Khan 
the same, and AmenooUah has a similar fancy, 
<LS also Mahommed Shah Khan, and Futteh 
jon^, the Shahzada. 

The troops go out daily to fig^t; Amenoollah's 
to 6en-i-sliehr, and Zeman Shah Khan's to Siah 
Sung; they fight a little, and then retreat to their 
own positioDs. Zeman Shan Khan has been 
driven out of his house, and AmenooUah out of 
his; but have nait of the town in their favour. 

The citizen#are ruined by t)}e perfect stagna- 
tion of trade; and would probably side with us 
were we to show in force. Now is the time to 
strike the blow, but I much dread dilly-dallying 
just because a handful of us are in (he Akbar's 
po wer^ What are our lives when oompared with 
the honour of our country 1 Not Ihat I am at all 
inclined to have my throat cut: on •the contrary, 
I hope that i shaU live to see the British flag 
oBce more triumphant in Afghanistan ; and then 
I iiave no ofajjection to the Ameer Oost Mahom- 
med Khan being reinstated : only let us first show 



them that we can conquer them, and humble their 
treacherous chiefs in the dust. 

There have been a number of reports to-day, 
which I believe to have no foundation in truth ; 
among others, that the Ghilzye ladies have been 
packing up all night, and are going to give us 
the slip and leave us, in consequence of hearing 
that our force is coming up in four divisions; 
one of which arrived at T^zeen at four this morn- 
ing, and looted the place : and that we are to be 
sent forty kos higher up mto the hills. This is, 
however, contradicted, as some persons who were 
sent out yesterday to explore have returned, and 
say that the snow is two feet deep, and impracti- 
cable. 

A letter arrived from the Sirdar, stating that 
whenever it might be requisite for us to move, 
he would send us camels, ponies, and all the car- 
riage we require: and that we are positively not 
to move without nis especial order. i 

11^. — Futteh Jung wrote to his brother Timor 
at Kandahar to come and assist him: Timor 
sent him 3000 Juzailchees ; and assured him that 
he was himself coming up with the British army. 

Major Pottinger writes that there is no present 
chance of our liberation. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan professes that he 
does not want money from us ; but he laughs at 
our offer of two lakhs for -the whole party; and 
has sent back to say he wishes for eignt. It has 
been recommended that we should offer him five ; 
but the general opinion is that we shall remain 
in captivity till all is settled. 

13^. — The Akhonzada says, that, after we left 
Buddeeabadj all the natives were turned out, and 
told they might make the best of their way to 
Jellalabad; 'being first stripped of their clothes 
and all that they possessed. Those who had lost 
their feet of course could not attempt it ; and the 

freater part of the rest, we are told, nave been ta- 
en as slaves. 

We have a slave merchant here now. We 
learn that men sell for forty-six rupees, and wom- 
en for twenty-two, each: they are sent off to 
KhooUoom. 400 Hindostanees have been en- 
trapped at Cabul, under an assurance of safe 
conduct to Jellalabad. 

14^. — People have come in from the Lugh- 
man valley, who report that the wheat and bar- 
ley there are ripe, and also mulberries. Here 
the crops have not attained the height of six 
inches. 

The booming of heavyguns heard: on which 
the guard here said the Kulma ; hoping that it 
was something in the Sirdar's favour. 

It is reported that Futteh Jung is King, t^e 
Sirdar Wuzeer, and Zeman Khan Sirdar-i-Sir- 
daran. About thirty shots were heard in the 
night. 

15^. — More of Mahommed Rufeek's people 
have come in from Cabul: they say that Ma- 
hommed Akbar Khan is proclaimed King, until 
his father's return ; that he resides at present in 
the Ben-i-shehr; and that AmenooUah has free 
ingress and egress to and from him, for the pur- 
pose of meeting with Futteh Jung. The Sirdar 
has sent for all our horses, ponies, &c. The 
Natb Shareef has sent Mrs. Sturt and me tea and 
sugar : a kind attention and great comfort. 

Akbar says he will fight our army. This is 
expressed in a letter written to Suballan Khan, 
the captain of our guard. Dost Mahommed 
Khan asserts that it is Major Pottinger who 
retards our release : but he is as much a pris- 
oner as ourselves. 
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16^.-1 kept the annirersanr of my marriage 
bj dining with the ladies of Mahommed Shah 
ithan's lamily; who told us that Fatteh Jong 
was King, Mahommed Akbar Khan Wuzeer, 
and Mahommed Shah Khan the Sifdar*i-Sirda- 
ran. It was an extremely stupid visit. We had 
two female servants to interpret for us. Three 
of Mahommed Shah Khan^s wives, and some 
of Dost Mahommed's. with the mother of the 
chiefs, and two of their unmarried sisters, were 
present. They were, generally speaking, in- 
clined to embtmpaiiUj largely formed, and coarse- 
ly featured; their dress inelegant, and of the 
•coarsest materials. The favourite wife, and 
the best dressed, was attired in a common Cabul 
silk, with a coarse piece of chintz inserted be- 
iiiiid, evidently for economy's sake. The dress, 
which covers the whole person, nearly resembles 
A common night-dress ; and has tacked on to it 
coins, or other pieces of silver or gold, such as 
•creaoents, &*c., all over the sleeves, the iront and 
■didesy from the shoulders to the feet. A breast- 
.plate is worn, commencing at the throat, of coins 
^strung together: this descends far below the 
waist; and when they sit down, it hangs in 
festoons on the lap. Only the favourite wore 
gold coins ; those of the other ladies being of 
silver. They had nothipg in the way of jewels, 
properly so called. About seven common-sized 
pearls, surrounding an emerald fuU of flaws, the 
whole set as a nose ornament, was the hand- 
aomest thing I saw in the trinket way. Some of 
them had very inferior ear-rings of gold and 
silver. They wear their hair in innumerable 
email plaits banging down : these are arranged 
once a week, alter taking the bath; and the 
tresses are then well stiffened with gum. The 
unmarried women bend their hair in a flat braid 
across the forehead touching the eyebrows; 

. which gives them a very heavy look. These 
said eyebrows, while they are maidens, remain 

.as nature formed them: but when they marry, 

. the hair of the centre is carefully picked out ; 
and the arch, thus most unnaturally raised, is 
painted. The Cabul women are much addicted 

. to the use of both white and red paiht ; and they 
colour not only the nails, as in Hindostan, but 

. the whole hand up to the wrist, which looks as 
though it had been |)lunged in blood, and to our 
ideas is very disgusting. A particular plant is 
often used for this purpose. The upper part of 
the leaf sparkles, and resembles the ice-plant ; 

, but the lower side is red, and, on being pressed, 

fives a fine dye. A chuddah is thrown over the 
ead and shoulders in the house, as in Hin- 
. dostan; and when they go out they wear the 
bourka, ru-i-bund, and legwraps: high-heeled 
iron-rshod slippers complete the costume. After 
a time, an extremely dirty cloth was spread over 
. the numdas in front of us, and dishes of pillau, 
dhye or sour curd, and f6mez or sweet curd, 
were placed before us. Those who had not 
taken a sjpoon with them, ate with their fingers, 
A^han lashion — an accomplishment in which 
I am by no means au fait. We drank water 
out of a teapot. A dinner was given to the 
gentlemen by Abdoollah Khan, at his tents about 
two miles on, nearer the snow. 

In the evening Capt Mackenzie arrived ; and 
I received a letter from Sale. 

There seems to be no present prospect of 
release. 

We hear tbat the force under Gren. l^ott has 
been re-enforced by Brig. England; who had, 
nevertheless, been beaten back in the first in- 



stance : then Gen. Nott was to march against. 
Cabul, as yesterday (the 15th) ; and then Gen. 
Pollock was still awaiting orders from Lord 
Bllenborough ; but that, whether they arrive or 
not, we must now wait until Nott's force gets 
near to Cabul to make a simultaneous attack. 
Now as Akbar only boasts of 12,000 men against 
us, and as we have fully that number at Jellaia- 
bad, with l8-pounders, Pollock's force would 
easily capture Cabul in the present position of 
affairs. A short time ago it would have been 
still easier, as there was then more division 
among the Afl^han troops. 

A letter from Mahommed Akbar Khan to 
Sultan Khan has been intercepted; in which he 
acknowledges that, for every rupee he can 
muster, the Shahzada (Futteh Jung) can pro- 
duce a gold mohur. 

A European and some natives were murder- 
ed near our camp at Jellalabad ; and, vigorous 
measures not being taken, the offence was re- 
peated; and a duffodar of Tait's horse fell a 
victim to the Afghans. On the murderer taking 
refuge in a village. Tail immediately surround- 
ed it with his men; and then reported the cir- 
cumstance to Gen. Pollock ; who, after consult- 
ing with Capt. Macgregor, sent to tell the people 
of the village that if they did not, within a speci- 
fied time, give up the malefactor to be hanged 
by us, he would bum the village, and put every 
living being in it to death. The time had not 
expired when this news came. Cruel as an 
action of this kind may appear, it is probably 
the best method of striking terror into these 
savages, and, perhaps, of eventually preveming 
bloodshed. 

Capt. Mackenzie has brought me intelligence 
of Sale's having broken three of his ribs, from 
his horse falling with him ; and that he has suf- 
fered also from inflammation in consequence 
of the accident ; but that he is fast recovering, if 
not, as he says he is, quite well and fit fbr work 
again. 

nth. — I heard this morning that part of my 
letters regarding the siege had arrived in Eng- 
land, and been laid before the Court of Directors. 

20^A. — Lady Macnaghten and a part of the la- 
dies breakfasted with Dost Mahommed Khan 
and his ladies. They were told that, if the Sir- 
dar gains the Bala Hissar, we shall all go there; 
if not, we go to Jellalabad. 

One report states that the Sirdar, who is resi- 
dent at Bcn-i-shehr, was to meet Futteh Jung on 
amicable terms; but tliat the latter refused to go 
outside the Bala Hissar until Mahommed Shah 
Khan and Sultan Jan were given un to him as 
hostages, which was done: but when Futteh 
Jung got as far as the Musjidi finding Akbar at 
the head of 3000 men, fearing treachery, he re- 
treated, shut the gates, and fired on Akbar's par- 
ty. Another account states, that when th« sates 
were opened for Futteh Jung to go out, Ame- 
noollah released the hostages, and then went 
over to the Sirdar himself. Mackenzie is sup- 
posed to be at T6zeea to-day, tthd will be here 
either to-morrow or in three days. It is worthy 
of remark, that during Lady Macnaffhten's visit 
to the ladies this morning. Dost Mahommed 
Khan was present the whole time ; whieh was 
decidedly, according to Affghan custom, an in- 
sult; as the men never are pres^it when their 
wives receive company. 

A Kandaharee lemale servant of these ladies 
told them in Hindostanee not to believe a word 
that Dost Mahommed said to them^ as his intel- 
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Ugsnoe was all false, and was iniended to mis- 
lead them. 

A stonn of thcmder and rain at dinner-time: 
in the evening we ascended the hill, aboat 150 
feet, and then foimd tibe view bounded bjr anoth- 
er : so we fatigoed oarselves to no purpose. A 
fire beacon l^ted on the hill at night 

3l9^.--^Lady Macnaghten and two other ladies 
breakfasted with Ehojeh Mahonuned Khan's 
family ; and on this occasion two men weR 
present The rest of us were not invited. 

Khojeh Mahommed sighed much, and seemed 
out of spirits. According to the statement of 
their servants, the ladies have not had food cook- 
ed for them for two days, in consequence of their 
grief. In these parties they do not eat with the 
Kaffirs, but are profuse of their expressions of 
good- will, and desire us to ask them for anything 
we require. 

Their professions were put to the test; at least 
those of Dost Mahommed himself : a gentleman 
asked for a chillum, and was told to go to the 
devil (Goom Shud). 

I received two notes from Sale, dated the 15th, 
informing me that he had received a highly grat- 
ifying letter from Lord EUenborongh, and an- 
other from Sir Jasper Nichols, regarding the 
holding of Jellalabad, the chupao on Akbar's 
camp, dtc. ; and statii^? that the 3&th were to be 
made li^t infantry; me Company's troops to 
have medals, and to bear *< Jellalabad" and a 
mural crown on their colours : also, that Lord 
EUenborongh would request Her Majesty's per- 
mission that the 13th should be sinailarly hon- 
oured. 

Chintz, sugar candy, tea, and cheese, distrib- 
1ited among the ladies ; they were sent to us by 
our friends at Jellalabad: also Shahi (Turkey 
red cotton cloth) and jean, with boots and shoes 
lor the gentlemen. We also reeeived the March 
overland mail. I heard a droll anecdote of Ak- 
bar when he went off to Cabul from T^zeen. 
His followers asked him what tent they should 
take ior him: his reply was given with great 
good-humour (he .believed himself on the point 
of mounting a throne) : '' The ladies and people 
above have got all our tents here ; but you may 
send my salaam to Gen. Sale, and ask him to 
lend me one of those he took from me.^ 

22rf.— The first thing we heard this morning 
was, that ponies had arrived, and that we are go- 
ing to Cabul. They afterward told us that we 
are goin§^ to Sh^wakee, a fort near the Pillar. 
The officers went to Dost Mahommed and in- 
formed him that only thirty-three ponies had ar- 
rived, and no camefe ; and that it was impossi- 
ble we could move without more means of trans- 
port: so the ofdi&c to march at midday was re- 
scinded ; and we have been promised animals to 
start with early to-morrow morning. We are to 
go to Khoord Cabul, seventeen miles^ as our first 
march. 

fi3<^.— Moles acritwdibr three Icujavas; but 
no camels, as we take a road that is bad for these 
animals. 

Started at a liltle before 10 A.M., and got to 
the foxt we formerly went to at Khoord Cabul, 
at 6 P.M. We travelled fully twenty-two miles, 
following the road.to T^zeen, \w which we came 
to Zanduh, for some timey and then turning to 
the left. EjLcept in a few places the road was 
tolerable. We crossed a highly-cultivated val- 
ley studded with forts ; a perfect oasis in our bar- 
ren mountain track. The yellow brier-rose is in 
bloom, and asphodels of three diffisrent colours, 



3relIov, pink, and a greienish brown, a pretty dls- 
scription of borage, and a plant resemuing sage 
with a red flower; and blue sage in blosscm was 
found among the wells and stones. The climate 
here was mtieh warmer than at Zanduh. We 
did not strike into the regular road till we arri- 
ved at the Huft Kotul; and here we came upon 
a sad scene of decaying bodies, among whicli 
poor Major Ewart's was still recognisable. 

There is a fort opposite to the point where 
the short road turns back to Seh Baba ; and 
another at Tbana Tariifa^ which is the entrance 
to the Thungee on the Jellalabad side. This 
was also dreadful to go through r both to th^ 
sight and sm^ equally offensive. 

Immediately after emerging from the pass^ 
we took a short cut to the left of the regular 
road, which brought us to the fort. In its im- 
mediate vicinity there was rich cultivation ; but 
a great deal of land formerly tilled lies fallow 
this year. 

S4/A.-*We left tlie fort at about the same 
time as yesterday : our march was eighteen or 
nineteen miles over hill and dale, with a rich 
valley but scantily cultivated on our left. We 
had a difficult ascent over a rocky hill ; after 
which we passed a tope .which Has no appear- 
ance of having been opened. There is a fine 
tank nearly opposite to it, shaded by trees, and 
containing small fish : it is supplied with beau- 
tifully clear water from the Karez, near it ; from 
which, I suppose, it takes its name of Erireza. 
We then pursued our way over a plain, covered 
with stones, till we ascended a difficult rocky 
hill, which was surmounted by the &mons Pil- 
lar generally ascribed to Alexander the Great. 
It is evidently not of Aflghan workmanship ; and 
is now out of the perpendicular, leaning back, 
as if it shrank from Cabul. The outer casing 
is quite gone ; and it is not, therefore, wonderfiS 
that no inscription exists ; and the greater part 
of the square base it rested on has also mould-" 
ered away. From this spot there is a magnifi- 
cent view. Immediately below us was a rich- 
ly-cultivated country, studded with forts and( 
fruit trees, the Logur river, beyond it the Siah 
Sung, and a distant view of Cabul, and then 
ranges of hills, the whole bounded by the 
mountains of Kohistan and the Hindo Koosh, 
covered wil^ perpetual snow. The descent on 
the Cabul side is rather more difficult in parts ; 
particularly when you have not an acquaintance 
of long standing with your horse ; which was 
my case, having liired for the day a mere bag- 
gage poney, for the large sum of two rupees six 
anas. The creature was evidently not used to 
scrambling ; and did not like it. Whenever he 
came to a difficult piece, he jumped down with 
his two fore feet ; and then considered whether 
he should bring the hinder ones after tjiem ; and 
in this way jumped up on rocks, where kids 
would ioy to disport, but where he shook with 
fear. However, riding was less trouble than 
walking on such a road; and I got safely 
through. We passed another tope which had 
been opened, and a succession of forts ; and at 
length arrived at Noor Mahommed, the Meer 
Akor's Fort : here we were not expected ; no 
notice having been given, me truth is, that 
the Sirdar ordered us to be sent to a fort of Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan's, two miles from this one ; 
but Mahommed is to bring his family hither ; 
and was determined to keep his own fort for 
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them. We were first told that two open stables 
<n cowsheds, down a narrow galley in the outer 
sqaare, were all the accommodations they had 
to give us. 

As no one wonld fight for the ladies, I deter- 
mined to be Yaghi myself; and I went with Mr. 
Melville to Dost Mahommed Khan and Mahom- 
med Rufeek. At length our bower party got 
a small room over the gateway of the inner 
fort ; with a promise of better quarters for all 
to-morrow. 

The reason giren for our sudden flitting from 
Zanduh is an expected chupao from the two 
chiefs, Azaid Khan, and Aziz Khan ; who offer- 
ed, if Macgreffor would furnish the cash, to raise 
2000 men, aim carry us off to our friends. 

There was firing of guns all daylong; and at 
night very sharp &ring, without much intermis- 
sion. Being in pain from the arm that was 
wounded, and in great anxiety for the result 
(having heard from the Affghans here that Ak- 
bar meant to surprise and take the Bala His- 
sar), I never closed my eyes untO after day- 
break; when we heard the muezzin call to 
prayers. 

25/A. — ^The tables were turned last night ; for 
a sally was made from the Bala Hissar ; and 
Mahommed Akbar Khan was, they say, nearly 
caught. He escaped to a fort near the Shah's 
camp, behind Siah Sung. 

The females were removed from this fort, and 
we all got excellent quarters. In addition to 
the two rooms apportioned to our party, we 
have permission to sit, in the daytime, in a 
room in a bourj, a small octagon with oorsees 
or open-work lattices. There are two flights 
of steep steps to mount to it from our apart<- 
ments, which are up stairs ; but the view from 
it is so refreshing, looking over all the forts and 
highly-cultivated grounds ; it has the advantage 
of being always cool ; and which compensates 
for the trouble in getting there. 

The Sirdar says he will not remain here when 
our force comes up, but retire to the Kohistan, 
and idlow the English to take Cabul: after 
which he will come forward with an offer to go 
to Hindostan, and take his father's place, if they 
will permit the Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan 
to return and rule in this country. 

26/A. — ^We heard a few guns early in the morn- 
ing. This day they say the Sirdar is to have a 
friendly conference with Putteh Jung ; but it is 
to be hoped that the latter will not put himself 
into the power of his treacherouel enemy. 

Khan Shireen Khan, the head of the Kuzzil- 
bashes, keeps neuter. Zeman Shah Khan seems 
to be but a lukewarm friend of the Sirdar. 

The gentlemen of Cabul are all disgusted at 
the treachery that took place, ending in the mur- 
der of Shah Shoojah. 

The shopkeepers and merchants wish for us 
back, as the circulation of rupees is much less 
than in our time ; and the cultivators would &in 
leave the army and look after their crops. 

Gen. Pollock offers to exchange the captive 
ladies and children, against Akbar's family of 
four wives with their children. One of the for- 
mer is a daughter of Mahommed Snah Khan ; 
and another is a sister of Sirballan Khan's. 
Capt. Troup came to see us, and brought us a 
message from the Sirdar, desiring we would all 



87/A.— Capt. Troup returned to the Sirdar, and 
took our notes and lists with him; also a letter 
for Sale, though he doubts its being sent imme- 
diately. This day was fixed for a conference 
between Akbar and Futteh Jung ; Akbar requi* 
red him to vacate the Bahi Hissar ; and says he 
may go into the strongest fort in the neighbour- 
hood, and keep all his guns ; ffivingup his army, 
wherewith Akbar is to go down and fight the 
British force. No firing heard to-day ; but we 
hope that Futteh Jung will manage to hold out 
until our force comes to his assistance. 

28/A. — ^The advance of our army has arrived 
at Gundamuk ; and the rest are following, pur- 
chasing up carriage at any expense. 

The Kandahar force have been attacked by 
the Aflfghans ; who have been signally defeat- 
ed ; which has struck such terror into them, 
that they are flying in all directions : this is their 
own account. 

29^A.— Sujat Dowlut, the son of Zeman Shah 
Khan, and the murderer of Shall Shoojah, came, 
to the fort to visit Ali Mohammed Khan. To 
his father's honour be it said, that he refused to 
see him for some time after the murder. It is 
reported that we leave this place in six days for 
— ^no one knows where. 

30<A.— There was firing late in the evening 
from the Bala Hissar and the city. A man of 
some respectability, with three or four follow- 
ers, came to see Capt. Johnson, and bring him 
some things : they were all taken away by the 
AflTghans ; and the people carried oflf prisoners 
to Akbar. 

The Kuzzilbashes have openly declared in fa- 
vour of Futteh Jung. They are throwing pro- 
visions into the Bala Hissar ; and strengthen- 
ing the works. 

Our troops have been some days at Gunda- 
muk. There are orders that the officers are not 
to go out of the fort, as they did before, to bathe. 
We hope we shall not be interdicted walking in 
the garden, as we always have guards with us 
there ; and every night we are locked into the 
square ; and the servants cannot go outside the 
gate for any purpose without a guard. 

1st June. — ^The Naib Shureffis obliged to hide 
for safety. Mahommed Rufeek is sent away ; 
and Ali Mohammed Khan has now sole charge 
of us. 

2i. — It is true that our troops left Kandahar 
on the 16th of last month. General Nott's force 
has given the AflTghans a fourth beating at Khe- 
lat-i-GOzie ; and killed 2000 men. Gen. Pol- 
lock's division is expected here on the 15th. 

Sharp firing all day ; particularly in the after- 
noon, evoiing, and all night. 

3d. — ^The servants have a report that when- 
ever we leave this place, Futteh Jung means to 
chupao us ; and that twenty men are always on 
the watch, mooitted, to carry the intelligence 
of our removal to him. « 

4th. — Capt. Troup came to us, and brought 
me two parcels from Sale ; one of which wa^ 
for distribution among the ladies. Also letters 
enclosing copies of Lord EUenborongh's and Sir 
Jasper NichoUs' letters to him. Their contents 
were so gratifying that I shook ofl^all my fever- 
ish feelings and concomitant weakness ; and in 
the gladness of my heart felt quite well again. 
Troup seems to think that the Sirdar will suc- 



write to him, and state whatevtr we reijuir^d, ceed in getting possession of the Bala Hissar. 
that he might send it to us. 
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He assures Futteh Jung that he has a mine all 
. ready to spring ; but will not have recourse to 
it till the last moment. Now this is an evident 
. ruse ; for if he had the means he would take the 
. Bala Hissar at once ; and we have heard that 
he has mined in three places to the extent of 
twelve hauts ; but has each time come to solid 
.rock, on which the miners can make no impres- 
sion. The cossid, who brought our letters, 
•brought one also from the Sirdar ; and another 
for Futteh Jung from Macgregor : on the receipt 
rof the latter, Futteh Jung fired a royal salute and 
made a sally. 

The Sirdar sent us some coarse cloth, soap, 
'an Affghan chillumchee, and some tallow can- 
•dles : others received sundry donations of the 
like kind. 

dth. — The Sirdar is said to have possession 
of the Bala Hissar, and to occupy the gate near- 
est to us, while the Kuzzilbashes hold the Chan- 
do wlee gate, and Mahommed Shah another. 
Futteh Jung is said to have given up two lakhs 
>of rupees to Akbar. 

. The tale of the mine was true ; but Futteh 
rJung had filled it with water. 

Mahommed Shah Khan and Sultan Jan have 
2>een daily, for three days, at the Bala Hissar, 
<unattendeid, in conference with the Shahzada, 
.who gave them khelluts, <&c. He then asked 
Jlahommed Akbar Khan to meet him in friendly 
iconference in the gateway, each to have only 
live followers ; but the Sirdar refused to go far- 
ther than John Hicki's tomb, fearing treachery. 
He had previously warned Mahonuned Shah not 
to trust Futteh Jung, who might easily have se- 
cured the two others each of these days ; but 
(We suspect his aim was to lull them into secu- 
xity, to enable him to seize the Sirdar. 

Here he has shown bad policy ; for, though 
Akbar is the superior in rank, Mahomn»Bd Shah 
■has the troops, and what money they can raise, 
ex command. Sultan Jan is the fighting arm of 
Xhe trio, uhder the latter ; while Akbar sits in 
durbar, laughs, talks, and squeezes all who are 
suspected of having money. He has carefully 
kept all our notes to him, asking for or thanking 
liim for things received, no d'oubt to produce at 
the last, as a farther proof of his kindness to his 
captives. Br. Grant is said to be alive and safe 
Avith some Bunneah, who, of course, keeps him 
secreted from the chiefs, that he and not they 
may have a reward ; but we heard so positively 
that he was killed near the lake beyond Behma- 
j'u, that our hopes are but faint. 
. Much firing in the evening and night. 
t7th. — ^We hear that last night th^e was a 
sortie from the Bala Hissar, and an attack made 
ion two guns of Mahommed Akbar*s. They did 
not succeed in capturing them, but toek some 
lammunition and camels. An attempt was made 
40 carry ofif the camels bdonging to this fort, 
which were out grazing, but six hocvemen went 
ifrom hence and rescued them. 

Akbar says he does not springs his mine be- 
'Cause it wiU damage the walls of the Baia His- 
usar, and make it easier for the English to enter 
the place ; and that even were the gates open, 
he doubts the courage of his troops to enter 
them. 

Amenooilah Khan has been for some time 
tsoiiciting permission to leave the Sirdar, to go 
.to Loghur on important affairs of bis own. This 



has induced the Sirdar to seize him, which is 
now supposed to be the cause of all the firing^ 
we heard last night. Whether this will prove 
for our advantage or not, remains to be proved. 

This chief is said to have eighteen lakhs of 
rupees, which Mahommed Akbar Khan will 
probably endeavour to squeeze out of him ; how- 
ever, he is not likely to have it here. If his 
treasure is secure at Loghur, and his sons rise 
in his favour (as he can bring 10,000 men into 
the field), a very powerful diversion may be 
formed, whether they join us or Futteh Jung ; 
if, on the contrary, Akbar procures even one 
lakh of ready cash, he can do much mischief, by 
raising troops even for a few weeks to annoy 
our force. The celerity with which troops are 
raised is quite astonishing to us, who are accus- 
tomed to see recruits drilled for a length of 
time. Here, every man is bom a soldier ; every 
child has his knife— that weapon which has 
proved so destructive in the hands of a hostile 
peasantry, incited against us by the mooUahs^ 
who threaten eternal perdition to all who do not 
join in the cause of the Ghazeeas ; while heav- 
en, filled with Houris, is the recompense for 
every man who falls in a religious war. With 
them, the only expense attending the soldier 
consists in his pay, which is scanty ; his horse^ 
if he have one, is his own; and every AfTgiuui 
is armed completely with some three or four of 
these knives, of different sizes — ^from that as 
long as a sword to a small dagger— pistols, and 
a juzail ; which latter predominates over the 
matchlock. They carry much farther than our 
mu^ts ; 80 that, when our men are beyond 
range to hit them, they pour a destroying fire oa 
us. Regarding these same muskets being bet- 
ter than matchlocks: those who had only the 
latter may have taken them of late in exchange ; 
but, generally speaking, the only useful part to 
the Affgbans are the locks, which they tear off, 
and leave the rest. , 

Capt. Troup did Bot return to the Sirdar till 
this* morning. The man who went with hint 
has returned, and states that the Sirdar has 
blown up the bastion of the Bala Hissar which 
is nearest to the Shor Bazar. There is, how- 
ever, some discrepancy in his account ; as he 
states that he saw the Sirdar's men parading 
about on the tops of the y^rj bastion that has 
been destroyed. He also added, that they were 
busily employed in throwing out the dead bodies. 

It is a great pity that Gen. Pollock's force 
does not move up. Futteh Jung pays the Hin- 
dostanees in the Bala Hissar a rupee a day te 
keef> watch at the gates, being afraid to trust 
the Albans. 

Mahommed Akbar's guns are worked by three 
Chuprassies, two Buglers, and a few other of 
our runaways. 

It is said t^at whenever we leave this place, 
there will be great opposition made to our re- 
moval ; and that various parties will endeavour 
to get us into their power. 

3 P.M. — Farther accounts have just beea 
brought in ; stating that yesterday's fight, at the 
Bala Hissar, was commenced by Sultan Jan. 
When he got tired, Mahommed Shah Khan, 
took his place ; and when he too was fatigued, 
the Sirdar assumed command in person. When, 
he brought his gun to bear on the mine at the 
I bourj, Futteh Jung ran another gun oj^oaite » 
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and blew the Sirdar's gan away ! a noyel meth- 
od of firing a train ; nevertheless, it seems the 
mine was fired; and, by some bungling, Akbar 
blew up 800 of his own men. But Futteh Jung 
gave in, and the Sirdar is sujn>08edto have the 
Bala Hissar. We only obtain sach information 
as the khan and his gnard are pleased to com* 
municate ; excepting those of our party who 
perchance overhear them speakingamong them- 
edvies; when, however, they generally use 
Pushtoo, to prevent our understanding them. 
Four Coolies have arrived with two tin boxes 
and two baskets from Texeen. They are sup- 
posed to have come from JellaUbad ; as aU 
were quickly huddled into a room and locked 
up, and a man des^Mched to the Sirdar to know 
his pleasure concerning them. 

The packets have been distributed ; mostly 
medicine for I^. Magrath. 

There were letters and newspapers; but 
those have been sent to the Sizdar. 

In the gavden in the eyenuig we heard that 
the Sirdar had sent his salaam, that he was mas- 
ter of the Bala Hissar : bat just as we entered 
the gate we heard that, so far from that being 
the^ase, he had only taken the bouij above. 
Now that same bonrj above completely com- 
mands the fort. However, Akbar has no guns 
in it ; though by manual labour be could easily 
drag them up. The mountain train guns go up 
on mules well ; and I have seen them myself 
practising over that very hill. 

There is another report that Gool Mahommed 
is to chuapo us in four days. We heard the 
report of some jnzails between nine and ten 
P.M. 

8ik. — The servants declare, thai above forty 
gana were fired last night between eleven and 
twelve; but some of the officers, who were 
awadce, did not hear them any more than I did. 
On the same authority we have a rumour of 
Futteh Jung's having taken two of the Sirdar's 
tents and some ammnnition ; and of his having 
killed forty of his Ohaxeeas. 

They say that the Sirdar sent Zeman S%ah 
Khan to treat with Futteh Jung ; and to pro- 
pose that the latter should remain king, making 
Akbar his wuzeer ; and that he shoold noake 
over all the guns and troops to him, to go and 
iight the En^ish with. Futteh Jung has placed 
Zeman Shah Khan in confinement, until he gets 
a reply to his message to the Sirdar, in which 
he accedetf to his request, on condition that he 
previously places aU the captivea in his hands. 

0<A.^Capt. Mackenaie anived,. and brought 
some newspapem and letters — tboae which- we 
have been expecting back from the Sirdar : and 
we strongly suspect that he has kept many. 
Mackenzie assures us that Futteh Jung has 
surrendered the Bala Hissar to. Akbar Kban ; 
who has demanded all his treasuze, as the first 
step he takes. 

There seems to have been no military neces- 
sity for the surrender. One bouij had been 
mined ; but traverses might have been thrown 
up to render the phtoe peifectly secure fio^ any 
.^ghan attack. It is probable that the Arabs 
were intimidated by the efibct of the mine ; that 
being a species of warliEune they particularly 
dread. Futteh Jung had held oat for a niontiii 
—the time, it is said, he had promised to do so ; 
jmd PoUoek's force not moving to his succour, 



he probably becanae disheartened. He nowhlis" 
not only lost his treasure, but it is likely he 
may lose his life also : for he never can feel 
safe while in the power of Akbar and Mahom- 
med Shah. The latter resides in the Bala His-r 
sar ; the former in the Shor Bazar. Both Ma- 
honuned Shah and Sultan Jan were wounded 
in the explosion of tiie bourj, by stones falling, 
on their heads. 

Pollock's force is suHbring from sickness,;, 
occasioned by the great heat of Jellalabad. 

Col. Parsons' -arrangements only extend to- 
camels and carriage cattle as far as Peshawer. 
Capt. Mackeson, with great difficulty, prevailed 
on them to 'go as far as Jellalabad, but no ikr^ 
ther; and immense exertions have be^i made 
to enable the force to leave that place. The 
arrangements are, we hear, nearly completed : 
but now that Akbar has money (18 lakhs, it in 
said) at his command, he may raise troops to 
harass ours. 

Gen. Nott is said still to be encamped on this 
side of Khelat-i-Gilzie. A week or ten days- 
ago, one brigade might have taken Oabul with- 
out opposition. 

The AfiTghans are very jealous of any people ' 
coming to us, lest we should obtain infonna- 
tion. A yoong man of great respectability, who^ 
came to bring some things for Capt. Johnson a 
few days since, has been fined 6000 rupees ; and. 
in addition to that has beai tortured, and had 
aU his nails torn out. 

10/A. — ^A slight earthquake in the morning;, 
and four shocks during the night 

1 Uh, — Our guard is incremd by thirty men. 

The fruit in the garden is sold to a Khoord ; . 
who says, if we will pay him a few rupees, we 
may eat any we like : but the grapes are sour, . 
and will not be ripe for these six wedis at least. 
The sour plums make preserves. 

It appears very uncertain whai power Akbar 
really possesses. The Kuzzilbashes occupy tha- 
gate which commands their quarters. Moham- 
med Shah Khan has one. Futteh Jung ia still 
king, and lives in the interior of the Bala Hissar. 
Akbar still inhabits a house in the Shor Bazar. 

12<A.— -A Hindostanee was severely beaten at: 
the gate, being suspected of bringing in news. 

13th. — ^A Peshawer-i-Suwar was beaten, and; 
had his horse taken from him, for attempting to- 
come here ; if he had any letters, they were not 
discovered. 

Various reports to*day : some, that our troops . 
are at Gundamuk : and others, that the forces^ 
both at JeUalabad and at Kandahar, <Scc., are all 
retreating to the provinces, and leaving us to en- 
joy the gentle mercies of our captors. 

14<A.->Ali Mahommed Khan says that we shall 
not leave this fort : tliat even if Akbar meditated 
our removal, the various tribes, by whom we- 
are surrounded, would look to their own inter- 
ests, and interfere to get us into their own hands. 
This agrees with what Dost Mahommed Khaa 
told ns at Zandah< that the Sirdar had been 
peremptory in ordering our removal to Cabal ; 
but that he had, in so doing, committed a great 
mistake, as he would probably find out in three 
or four days after our arrival at the capital, and 
when it would be too late to rectify his error. 

IBth. — In consequence of having yesterday 
given a rupee to the Khoordish Baghwan, he- 
had this* evening two dallies of the finest mul^ 
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berries the garden produced (the B^danas) ready" 
for us ; nicely cooled by the rill of the stream, 
and covered with a shower of roses. We filled 
our basket ; and sat ^nd ate the fruit under the 
Tines; and look forward to delicious sherbet 
from the flowers to-morrow. 

IGtk. — ^Towards morning we were awakened 
by such a noise, that we could not possibly ima- 
gine it to be less than a chupao : on inquiry it 
proved to be a row between an ayah and a 
bearer. 

The on-dit of to-day is, that 4000 Sikhs are to 
hold Jellalabad, white our troops come op to 
Cabul. The Aifghans say that eight of our 
regiments are at Gundamuk. On the arrival of 
the force it is expected by the Aifghans that 
Akbar and Mahommed Shah will flee ; but that 
Very few of their followers will accompainythem. 
They will take us with them ; estfaer to Mecca 
or Room ! By the latter they mean Constanti- 
nople. 

They tell ns that Futteh Jung is a prisoner. 

Late in the evening news arrived that Kam- 
ran (who, by-th&-by, we heard was put to death 
by bis minister, Yai Mahommed, some time 
since) is coming with an army from Herat, to 
form a coalition with Futteh Jung, Akbar, the 
Ghilssyes, and all the Afl|;han chiefs. They are 
to go down and fight our force : if they are suc- 
cessful, we are to remain as we are ; if not, to 
be sent vi& Charekar to Turkistan. 

A report prevalent among the Afl['ghans that 
our force has marched from JeUalabad ; and that 
we consequently shall soon be removed from 
hence. 

The Prince Futteh Jang is still in confinement. 
Mahommed Akbar Khan, Mahommed Shah Khan, 
and the Ghilzye chiefb, are bent on having him 
put to death. Zeman Shah Khan, and the more 
moderate party, oppose it : not from afllection for 
us or him, but as a measure of better policy. 
Tlie Ghazeeas, however, are determined tosteep 
the chiefs as deeply in blood as they can, to pre- 
vent the possibility of their making any terms 
with us. They say the captives shaS not be 
taken away from Cabul ; and that if the Sirdar 
or «ny of the Ghilzye chiefs attempt to fly, they 
wfll put them to death. 

Zeman Khan wishes the Sirdar to send him to 
Jellalabad to treat, taking the captives with him. 
This Akbar will not heajr of: and they have had 
a quarrel, ending in a fight. The sound of cannon 
has been heard ; also volleys of musketiy. A 
grand battle is to come off on Sunday. 

ISlh. — ^Waterloo day. It seems that we are 
to be sent viA th^ Kohistan to Bokhara. Mac* 
kenzie writes, that we are to be prepeared for a 
sudden move^ 

19/A.— A letter is said to have arrived from 
Gen. Pollock to Akbar ; who, with Futteh Jung 
and all the chie6» is going in four days to Jella- 
labad to salaam. The Ameer is on his way i^ 
to resume the throne. 

21t«.— Henry's birthday ; celebrated by a great 
battle in Cabul, in which Akbar has been vic- 
torious, though he has lost from sixty to eighty 
men. 

Zeman Shah Khan is said to have been made 
prisoner, with both his sons. 

Another report states, that they have all three 
escaped : also, that Zeman was surrounded in a 
fort, bat contrived to get away from it. He had 
K 



eighteen guns out ; and the Sirdar had as man/: 
the latter is going down to Jellalabad, to give- 
battle to the English force there. 

23d. — ^Various reports to-day : ThAt Zemati 
Khan lost fifteen guns yesterday, and all his 
treasure : that to-morrow there will be a grert 
fight between the Sirdar and Khan Shireen 
Khan. 

Later aceonnts in the evening state that Khan 
Shireen has made his salaam ; and that we are- 
to go to the Bala Hissar. Plenty of Ih-ing heard 
by tts ; said by some to be fighting ; by other6^> 
to be salutes in honour of Fotteh Jung being de- 
clared king. 

28<i.— The Dost is not to eome up until aftet* 
the rains. No ehanee of ow i^emeval at preei^ 
ent. 

26^.— Mackenzie and Troupe arrived. 

Colonel Pafaner is said to have been tortoied> 
at Ghuznee. Mohun Lull has been seized and 
tortured. Humza Khan has been imprisoned bf 
the Sirdar. All Bega, Naib Shureef, and Jait 
Fishan Khan have fled : the latter's two son» . 
have been murdered. Osman Khan (the lat« 
wttceer) has been seized by Akbar. Nott is said 
to have returned to Kandahar ; after potting t» 
death all hn Alfghan captives, and blowing up 
Kelat-i-Ghilzie. This seems (if trae) to be &. 
strange proeeeding, if w& are to retain the 
country ; as the fortress was but just oom]de* 
ted, and vras considered an indnpensable site- 
for a granary and dep6t of troops. Major Raw* 
Itnson^s opinion is, that our troops will all be 
withdrawn in the autumn : but this does not 
square with the oider, received by AM B^^ 
from Dallas, to lay in all the provisions he can 
possibly store in Cabifl. 

All Mahommed tells us thai the Khyberrie^ 
have risen, and that we have seat two regi-^ 
ments and two guns agahist them ; bat there is 
an inkling that more guns have arrived at Jel' 
lalabad; and therefore we might have sent a 
force to pi^otect them on their way np. They 
say, also, that Pottock hM aoiaally moved up 
as fhr as Gundam«dc; and theve isa report that 
our men at Buddeeabad have been set at liberty 
by osT troops, who blew up Hie fort, and also 
that at Tighree. 

96tA.— 'A report that lO^OOO Sikhs have eome- 
Dp from Peslmwer ; that they we in the Lugb- 
man vaSey ; have destroyed Tighree; and, 
fearing a chupao on Boddeeiftad, all the prison^ 
ers there were brought awny : they were fed oa'> 
bread and water only after we left them. The 
day after oat departme, Mrs. Wade (wife of a. 
sergeant) ehai^ed her attiiie, threw ofiT the£»» 
ropean dtess, and adopted the costume of the- 
Mussulmans ; and, professing to have changed 
her ofeed idso, oone(»ted with the Naztr of 
our inveterate enemy, Mahommed Shah Khan ; 
nd gave information of sooie plaas laid 
by the men for their escape; which nearly 
oaased them all to have their throats cot. Hav- 
ing reported to her Afi^fhan paramour the man* 
ner in which her hmband had secreted some 
gold mohnrs in his jorabs, he was of ooerse 
plundered of them. The Hindostanees were 
stripped oT every article of clothing they posses- 
sed, and had even the rags taken ofiT their soree^ 
to ascertain there was no money concealed ; 
they were then turned out. Some got to JeUa* 
labad, through the fcindiiesa oL a Hindu Biub- 
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.Beah, who sent them down on a jhala ; others 
Jiave been made slaves. Of the unfortunate 
servants Mrs. Sturt and I left behmd, we have 
jio hidings. 

The Europeans found it dreadfully hot at Bud- 
■deeabad ; and most of them were attacked by 
Xever; their only remedy being bleeding with a 
penknife ; in which Mr. Blewitt was very suc- 
-cesaTul. One man (Sergt. Reynolds), who was 
Jefl there with a broken arm, died of lockjaw. 

Sergt. Fare brought with him the colour of 
.the 44th, which has been before mentioned. A 
few days after Capt. Souter's arrival at Bud- 
deeabad, Brig. Shelton expressed a wish that 
the colour should be given to his servant (Moore, 
of the 44th), for the purpose of sewing it in a 
piece of cloth ; and to keep it in his possession. 
Previous to our quitting Buddeeabad, the Briga- 
dier suggested that the colour should be left 
•with Sergt. Fare, who, with the party that was 
Heh at Uie f<Nrt, would, it was expected, be re- 
ieased before those who proceeded to Cabul. 
•Sergt. Fare kept the colour concealed by wrap- 
ping it round him ; and when he joined us here 
(at Shewakee) he made it over to Gen. Shelton, 
who retains it in his possession. 

Of so incorrect a personage as Mrs. Wade I 
shall only farther say, that she is at Mahommed 
Shah Khan's fort with her Aifghan lover ; and 
has taken with her young Stoker. As he is the 
son of a man in Sale's regiment, I am doing all 
I can to get the Sirdar (through Capt. Troup's 
entreaty) to have him brought here, and again 
placed under Mrs. Burnes's care. She and her 
infant are looking very miserable, as are most 
of the men. 

Col. Stoddart and Capt. Arthur Conolly are 
prisoners at Bokhara. The latter had been en- 
thnsiasticaUy employed in endeavouring to effect 
the release of the slaves in Kohan. The king 
of Bokhara conquered the chief of that country, 
and placed Conolly in confinement at Bokhara. 
He and his fellow-prisooer, by the last aceounts, 
had been 126 days confined in a dungeon under- 
ground, without light : they had never changed 
their clothes, nor washed, and their food was 
let down to them once in four or five days. A 
native, who had compassion on them, received 
a message through the person who took their 
ibod to them, and through him Conolly has com- 
municated with his family here, who, alas ! are 
now powerless to assist him. 

We ate the first really ripe apricots (zerdaloot) 
and cherries (gultu) brought in from the city: 
but the produce of the Kohistan, the aloo baloo, 
or sour wild cherry, in the garden, is now pretty 
ripe ; and the apricots and some of the green 
plums are ripening. The peach of this garden 
is very inferior to what I -used to purchase last 
year. The best apricot in it is the white one> 
it is called kysee, and has a flavour «f rose- 
water. 

The red jdom is not pemiitted to ripen prop- 
erly ; it has some flavour ; and is called tuma- 
Book. The green plum looks something like a 
green gage ; but has no flavour except that of 
teau siterie. 

It is said, on the authority of Sergt. Wade— 
who was informed by his wife, who professed, to 
have her information from Mahommed Shah 
Khan's family — ^that we are all going to be sent 
to Bokhara. There is also a report, not, how- 



ever, traceable to any foundation, that Pollock's 
force is not to move upward until about the 
middle of August. 

fiSth, — An earthquake about 11 A.M., and an- 
other about 9 P.M. ; sufficient both times to 
make the roof creak , 

We have heard from undoubted authority that 
Mahommed Akbar Khan said in the durbar, be- 
fore he left Cabul to follow our troops in Janu- 
ary, that it was his intention to go and kutlU 
kurrdf or cut the throats of all our force ; and, 
after that, let thkm beware — ^meaning the chiefs. 
He seems to be now verifying his promise ; and 
is, by all accounts, squeezing as much wealth as 
he can out of all those who are in his power ; 
and disgusting every one of them. 

29/A. — Jan Fishan Khan has escaped to Jella- 
labad. Khan Shireen Khan, and many of those 
friendly to the English, have retired into the 
hUls. 

ZQth. — ^Troup left us, taking part of my jour- 
nal, and plenty of letters ; as it is said he is to 
be sent to Jelialabad. Mackenzie is ill with fe- 
ver, and unable to go with him. 

JvXy Ut. — The Sirdar has promised that Sto- 
ker shall be sent back to us ; but he has not yet 
arrived. 

3rf. — ^Troup arrived, and brought us a comb, 
and two caps from Mahommed Rufeek. The 
Sirdar stUl talks of sending him to Jelialabad ; 
but he says he must wait four or five days, as 
he, the Sirdar, is busy collecting his revenue. 
The hostages are all coming here to-morrow or 
next day. I fear their arrival will crowd us very 
much ; and at present we have Mackenzie, Wal- 
ler, and Melville laid up with fever. 

Timor Shah says that if the English will sup- 
port him on his father's throne, well and good ; 
if not, that he will prefer going to Loodianah, on 
a pension. 

A man has just come in, and reports that our 
troops are in the Lughman, valley. We con- 
clude they are foraging parties, collecting grain. 

Aih, — ^The Cabullees say they will cut Akbar 
in pieces, before they will permit us to be taken 
away. The hostages are sold to Akbar for 400 
gold mohurs. 

Sultan Khan, said to be made Sirdar-i-Sir- 
daran. 

bth. — ^The Wuzeer Akbar Khan went to reside 
in the Bala Hissar. Troup, who left us, had to 
follow him there with Pottinger. 

^th. — ^All the hostages are to come here, ex- 
cept Conolly, who is to remain with the Wu- 
zeer in the Bala Hissar. There are reports that 
our troops have left Kandahar ; having received 
a number of camels from Sindh. When the 
cossid started, they had made thi^ee marches 
hitherward. As a cossid takes eight or ten 
days to come, they must have left Kandahar 
about the 26th or 28th. They have twenty-two 
marches thence to Cabul ; which, with the de- 
tention at Ghuznee, and on the road, if they 
have any fighting, will retard the arrival of the 
force until from the 25th instant to the 1st of 
August. 

Akbar has ordered the ditch round the Bala 
Hissar to be cleaned out; and proposes sending 
6000 men, under Mahommed Sbah Khan^ to oc- 
cupy the passes between this place and Jeliala- 
bad. But his grand battle is to take place here, . 
on the plain in front of the Bala Hissar. Akbar 
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4ias ordered every one to be fined who address- 

•es him, or speaks to him, otherwise than as 

the wuaeer. Mrs. Bumes's child died, and was 

buried under the hill : this service was performed 

by Mr. £yre. 

7^A.— The news we heard yesterday is con- 
firmed by Troup and Conolly ; with this addi- 
tion from the Khan, that Timor Shah is pro- 
claimed King of Kandahar. Col. Palmer is said 
40 have died at Ghuznee. When Mahommed 
JCsb9x Khan went to the durbar the day we left 
iCabul, prepared for his jourtiey, and publicly de- 
<slared that it was his intention to kiUUe kwra 
iill the Eo^ish, Zeman Shah Khan sent to Con- 
olly, who wrote off to Major Pottinger, to put 
him on his guard. This letter arrived at Bhood- 
khak while Pottinger and Akbar were in con- 
ference : the treating went on notwithstanding, 
and the result was the hostages being given. 
At this time the people at Cabul all supposed 
that, as Akbar had only about 300 men with 
him, we should make him prisoner. 

Wh6n Shah Shoojah was killed, a letter was 
^und on him from Gapt. Macgregor, dated in 
April, telling him to hold out fifteen days longer, 
And he should have assistance. 

The Nawaub Zeman Shah Khan has spent 
two lakhs in raising men on our side, and in 
feeding troops to act against Akbar. He has 
etill 1000 men, but now wants money. He also 
fed hundreds of wretched Hindostanees, who 
were starving in Cabul ; great numbers of whom 
"Were seized, sold for one and two rupees each, 
and sent to Turkistan. Zema Shah Khan did 
ieverything in his power to put a stop to this. 

8M. — ^Mishdeen, in the Ahmedzye country, 
S.E. of T^zeen, belongs to Sultan Khan. This 
ts the place we are likely to go to if we are re- 
moved from hence. When little Tootsey (Capt. 
Anderson's child) was carried off in the Khoord 
Cabal pass, she was taken direct to Cabul ; and 
the Khan rode up and down the streets with her, 
offering her for sale for 4000 rupees. After some 
negotiation regarding the price, Conolly pur- 
ehased the child, who was in the hands of Aine- 
nooilah Khan. A plot was laid to take Cond- 
iy's life, and that of the other hostages ; but Taj 
Mahommed Khan gave them timely warning not 
to attend the king, should they be sent for. The 
restoration of the child was a good pretext ; and 
AmenooUah tried to persuade them to go and 
thank the king for his kindness, when, as soon 
as they reached the door, they were to have been 
assassinated. They made some excuse of ill 
health, and escaped. Nothing could exceed the 
kindness of Zeman Shah Khan, both to the hos- 
tages and the little girl, who became much at- 
tached to her new jQriends. Taj Mahonmied 
Khan, Khan Shireen Khan, the Na'ib Shureef, 
and many others, did all they could, consistent])^ 
with the safety of both parties, to make them 
•eomfortable. 

9ih.—Two men have come in, who r^at the 
old story often days since, that there has been 
a great battle at Peshbolak, where every man, 
woman, and child was killed ; that at Ali Ba- 
ghan the men were all killed, but the women 
and children spared, and that the slaughter of 
the Affghans has been great. By the account 
pf another cossid, ^^o came in yesterday hi 
twelve days from Kandahar, Nott's ftrce ou^t 
to-day .to be at Mookkoor. 



IIM. — ^The wuzeer is to be married to one of 
Amenoollah Khan's daughters. 

Our fever cases to-day consist of Mackenzie, 
Waller, Freddy Eyre, Mrs. Waller, Magrath, two 
ayahs, one or two Hindostanee servants, and 
several soldiers. 

An earthquake at ni^t. 

Major Pottinger arrived. Troup went to Jel- 
lalabad the night before last. There is a report 
that we are building a fort at Jugdaluk; alao 
that 70,000 men are collecting at Ferozepore ; 
25,000 of these are to form a corps of observa- 
tion there; 15,000 are now at Kandahar, and 
20,000 at Jellalabad; and 10,000 are coming 
from England. These are independent of Gen. 
Brookes*s force in Sindh. 

13th. — The wuzeer had all the kujavas. ready 
to move us in two days, but the CabuUees would 
not let him. 

Yai Mahommed, who is supreme ^t Kandahar, 
having, it is said. Shah Kamran in kydst has in- 
vited Akbar to go to him at Herat ; but he, good 
man, has other views ; such as friendship and 
alliance with the Feringhees. He only asks to 
be acknowledged King of Affghanistan, and to 
have a subsidmry force with which to conquer 
Bokhara. 

lAth, — Shumshudeen Khan refuses to give up 
the Ghuznee prisoners. Only Lumsden and his 
wife are killed. Col. Palmer is said to have 
died of a fever, but whether brought on by the 
torture said to have been inflicted on him or not 
is not known. 

* Four of our regiments are at Gundamuk, 
erecting a fort. 

Mrs. Trevor gave birth to another girl, to add 
to the list of captives. 

Two earthquakes to-day. 

I5th. — ^Mr. Campbell, assistant surgeon of the 
64th, who was left at Cabul with the sick of the 
various regiments, came here a few days since 
to consult regarding Capt. Mackenzie's case. It 
is now decided that he remains h^e, as the men 
at Cabul are very healthy, and we have got wluut 
seems very like a jail fever among us. 

I6th. — Conolly and Airey came to pay us a 
visit. A letter has been received by the former 
from Gen. Pollock, who offers to exchange all 
the Affghan prisoners in Hindoetan against the 
captives that are in this country. He writes 
that, if Conolly thinks his going to Jellahibad 
will facilitate arrangements, he is to go thither, 
accompanied by all those who appear to have 
been foremost in civility to us— Khan Shireen 
Khan, Mahommed Shah Khan, d^c. (How oar 
friends and enemies are here mixed up ; for the 
latter chief is our most inveterate foe ! ) He tells 
him also of the force now in the country, and 
<^ that expected from Hindustan and England ; 
the army of observation to be commanded by 
Sir Jasper NiohoUs ; and states that if we are 
driven to extremities against the Affghans, their 
punishment will be fearibL Also, that if Akbar 
wishes to make firiends with us, he ought to 
give up all our guns. As far as I can under- 
stand, the captives on both sides are to be pla< 
ced in the hands of the Sikhs. 

18/A. — ^The Wuzeer, Mahommed Akbar Khan, 
and the Sirdar-i-Sirdaran, Sultan Jan, Mahom- , 
med Shah Khan, d^c, paid a visit here, and sat 
in the garden, which was quickly despoiled of all 
the fruits ; no doubt greatly to the Khoord% dis- 
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gast; although some small sum was giren to 
him as a recompense. 

We received letters and papers from Jelkla- 
had, which most have been lyifig with Akbar for 
above a month. 

Lady Macnaghten has had a part of her jew- 
els restored to her, but in a sadly broken condi- 
tion. iThey talk of giving back the rest. 

19^. — Half rations issued to us, and no meat. 
This is to repay Ali Mehommed for the expense 
of feasting the great people yesterday, I sup- 
pose ; though he saved ali the expense he eouM ; 
sending to one person for tea, to another for 
sugar ; and saying it was for the wuzeer, who 
sent his sahiam for it. I believe Akbar pays 
high prices that he may have plenty of the best 
of everything, and is, of course, cheated by his 
purveyors ; but he would never send to us to 
supply his wants. 

SO/A.— Ali MiAommed Ithan reports that 1000 
men are gone to defend the passes : he also 
hints that We shall be released soon. 

S2(i. — ^Dost Mahommed Khan came. He says 
we shall be kaldss in twenty days ; that there is 
to be an exchange of prisoners, and that the guns 
are to be given up. 

23(2. — Commemoration of the capture of 
<3hLT'>ee ; over which^ in its recaptured state, 
we .an in spirit. An earthquake at night. 

%Uh. — ^At two P.M. Mrs. Sturt presented me 
with a granddaughter, another female captive. 
Gapt. Troup and Hadje Bukhtian are accepted 
by Pollock, who will have nothing to do with 
Major Pottinger. It seems all the politicals are 
set aside. The terms are, that Akbar gives up 
the guns and ali Briteh subjects attached to the 
camp, in exchange for the ex- Ameer and all the 
Affghan prisoners. A truce agreed to for a 
nionth ; the agents to remain at Jellalabad until 
den. Pollock hears from Lord Eilenborough 
whether he will enter into an alliance. 

26M. — They now require that all Shah Shoo- 
jah*s family be given up to Akbar, to be dealt 
with as best pleases him and Mahommed Shah 
Khan. A report that our force is coming up. 

^tk. — Troup arriYed from Jellalabad. Akbar 
has deceived us : there is no armistice ; no col- 
lection of revenue by him where our troops are. 
On the contrary, we have takeu supplies to the 
extent of six months* provisions, without pay- 
meat, in the neighboorhood of Jellalabad. 

Nothing had been decided on which tends to- 
wards our release. 

38/A.— Troup, who had parehi»ed a quantity of 
things, of all kinds for us, at Jellatabi&d, opened M$ 
s^; and I procured arrow-root, cotton gloves, 
reels of cotton, tape, soap, jalap, and cream of 
tartar. 

Troup left us in the evening, and went to the 
Wuzeer. He expects to be sent to Jellalabad ; 
and I gave him more ef my journal to take to 
Sate. 

30U.— At two this morning, Troup and Law- 
rence left nslbr Jellalabad. We hear that orders 
have been sent to the Kandahar force to move 
^ ; and that there has been some fightmg, and 
a great many Atfghans killed. On inquiry be- 
ing made, the Atfghans iM the following tale : 
That one regiment was out beyond Lughman, 
foraging ; that in the night the people rose, and 
our troops retired ; on which we sent 12,000 
men ! with a park of artillery ! against which, of 



oourse, the Affghans eould not stand. Ther^^ 
has been probably some trifling skirmish. The 
Kandahar troops are ordered up ; and the Wu- 
zeer told Lawrence (who says he never saw 
him appear so angry before) that if our troope 
advance he shoi^d take as aQ to Bameean, and 
make a present of us to the chieis of that 
place; so that our prospects appear gloomier 
than ever. I cannot undeiistand the motive of 
moving up the troops both ways. Nott is to g<> 
to Ghuznee to receive the priemiers : not to fights 
but only to defend himself if attacked ; and thea 
to come here and join Pcdlock : and, having ro- 
ceived us, all are to walk back hand in hand.. 
We are not to attack Cabul, dec, but to evaeu*- 
ate the country ; with Akbar, the Ghilzyes, the 
Barukzyes, and all the other 2^ hanging oit 
our flanks and rear : and if they can but get us 
to procrastinate, so as to give them the advan- 
tage of their faith&l ally, the snow, the Aflrghan». 
will have the satisfaction of destroying another 
and still larger army this year. 

315^.— 4lad Skinner lived, he would have* 
thrown more light than any other person upoia. 
the late events; as he was the bearer o( th& 
messages, more especially of the one seat oa. 
the night before the esYoy's death. It is as- 
nearly certain as such an event can be, that poor 
Skinner, who was evidently a dupe to Akbar 
Khan, was put to death by his orders. At Jug<^ 
daluk, after the General, the Brigadier, and, 
Johnson were in the Shrdar^s power, Major Thaim. 
went to the other c^Scers and said, '* I fear there- 
is treacheiy : poor Skinner has been shot ; and 
had the object of the Affghan only been to kill a 
Feringhee, he would net have passed me to shoot 
Am." There can be little doubt, that the Sirdar 
was anxious to put out of the way one wha 
couki give such fearful evidence against him. 
Trevor was also much in the Envoy's confix 
dence ; and he also became a victim. I have^ 
however, heard that Skinner was not in reality 
the dupe he appeared to be; and that he had 
expressed to the Envoy his conviction that the* 
Sitdar was not trustworthy. Yet, if so, it is 
strange he i^ould have placed the faith he did 
in him during the retread and have advised our 
|oing over to him ; unless, indeed, he saw farther 
into Akbar's policy than others, and believed that, 
we should be treated with honour, and kept by 
him as a dernier resort. What will now be our 
fete seems very uncertain ; but I still think be- 
will not cut our throats-^not out of love to us».. 
but because the other chief? would resent it ; as^ 
having possession of us, they eould at least ob* 
tain a handsome sum as our ransom. 

The last time TroUp came from JeHalabad». 
three ponies were sent from thence loaded witli^ 
difl[erent artksles for us ; but money was put ia. 
one of the boxes, and this was known to the- 
Affghans in ^arge^ and ponies and all disap- 
peared. I have lost my letters from England^ 
and the provinces, and from Sale; and also 
newspapers and medicine : the latter invaluable^ 
as we are very sickly, and have scarcely any. 
A part of the things coming were <^thes lor 
the captives, sent, by subscription, from th» 
provinces. But the medicine is our greatest 
loss; as this jail fever seems to be going- 
through an the pan^f, ladies, children, officers^ 
men, and servants, both male and female. % 
think it arises in great measure ih»m malaria* 
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This valley is foil of rice cultivation, wliich is 
ail und^ water ia a stagnant stale ; and we are 
•also devoured by muschetoes, which breed there. 
> At first we hoped that though the money, 
probably not more than 300 or 400 rupees, would 
be abstractcMl from the boxes, we should recover 
the parcels ; but now we have give up that hope. 

A letter has been received by Ahmed Khan, 
49tating that every fort from Tighree to Buddeea- 
bad has been sacked by the force that have en- 
tered the Lttghman valley : some say they are a 
|iart of a fcMtiging party of ours ; others conjec- 
ture that they are our Sikh allies. 

Shoukl the Wuzeer attempt to remove us to 
Bameean, Goolam Mahommed, the father of 
Taj MalMNDmed, as also the latter, the high 
priest of Cabul, and Khan Shireen Khan, have 
determined to prevent it; but Khan Shueen 
Xhan is the very man who bad charge of the 
hostages some time since, and assured them 
nothing should induce him to give them up: 
yet he did so the very next day, on the Sirdar 
sending him 4000 rupees. So, muqh depend- 
jmce cannot be placed on him. 

The Kuzzilbashes ever side with the strong- 
est party ; and, therefore, if our troops come up, 
it is likely that Khan Shireen Khan may keep 
bis word. He has many friends in the Huraza 
4X>unti7, through which we must pass ; and he 
may direct them to seize us. In that case, we 
shall probably during the conflict with our 
guards, lose :the few comforts of clothing, <S(.c., 
which we now possess. 

A kafila is going down to JeUalabad ; and at 
the same time Akbar sends 2000 men towards 
that place to line the passes. He sent 3000 
some tim« since ; but their commander did not 
proceed farther than Bhoodkhak, whence he 
wrote to the Wuzeer that his ibrce was too 
'Weak to cope with PoUook*s. 

August fid. — Reyports that all the forts from 
Tighree to Buddeeabad are destroyed. 

Sd. — An earthquake. 

4/A.~Three more fever cases : and Gonolly 
very ill. We hear that immediately on Troup's 
arrival at JellcUabad, all our outposts were with- 
drawn. 

Zeman Shah Khan's party is increasing again : 
and it is thought, if our troops p^me up, that the 
owner of the fort may side with us, and give us 
arms to resist being taken away. 

6th. — ^Mohun LuU says, that letters have pass- 
ed through his hands from several chieis to Gen. 
Pollock, stating, that if he will forbear from in- 
juring the city of Qabul, and respect their lives 
and possessions, they will engage that we shall 
not be taken from Cabul. Alaong these chiefs 
are, the high priest, iceman Shah Khan, Khan 
Shireen Khan, and Goolam Mahommed Khan 
(father of Taj Mahommed): the latter is in 
hopes, should we obtain the ascendency, that he 
may obtain office, as of old; his &mily being 
the hereditary Wuzeers. 

7th. — John Gonolly died, at thirty-two minutes 
past noon. The Wuzeer has sent a Ithan to 
order his coffin ; and offers to send the body to 
JeUalabad. 

Sth. — Ahmed JChan informs us, that the bag- 
. gage of the army at Kandahar, has been sent 
out eight miles on the road towards the provin- 
ces ; and that our eighteen-pounders at Handahar 
.have been destrpy^. Some days since we had 



a report that the force there, consisting, as the 
Affghans say, of 8000 men, have been extermi- 
nated, with every man, woman, and child there- 
unto appertaining; and Kandahar taken and 
burned. 

Three regiments have been sent from Kan- 
dahar to reinforce Qoetta ; and the story con-^ 
coming the baggage is probably true ; and Gen. 
Nott has taken advantage of this force to send 
down all superfluous baggage, and also the sick, 
preparatory to a move upward. 

Sth. — Camels have come ; but none of them 
are strong enough to carry the coffin ; and they 
say they will send mules at midday to carry it. 

9/A. — Major Pottinger arrived. 

The Wuzeer refnses to allow Conolly's body 
to go to Jdlalabad until Troup returns ; and 
then, if all is not peace, he says he will not lU- 
low him to go, alive or dead. 

There is a report to-day among the Affghans, 
that Pollock has wi^itten to say, that if it is at- 
tempted to remove any one of us from Cabul, he 
will lay the city in ashes. 

We hear that the Kandahar force is coming 
up ; and it is expected that the one from JeUa- 
labad will do the same. 

The Sappers and Miners have long been at 
Cbarbagh; an^ they generally precede the 
army. 

ConoUy was buried at sunset in the garden of 
the fort. 

IjEadje Bukhtian writes to his brother Ahmed 
Khan, that Gen. Pollock has written to say it is 
ail one to him whether it is a day or a month ; 
but that immediately on the arrival of the pris- 
oners he will return to the provinces. 

The servants have a report that we are forth* 
with to be taken away, tp, or tovtrards, Bokhara. 
For two days there have been eight camels 
here, with their surwans ready ; which looks 
as if the Wuzeer meditated our removal, in case 
of the force coming up ; or to send us to our 
friends, should the negotiation prove -unsuccess- 
ful. 

We heard to-day that the 'Sappers had ad- 
vanced as far as Gundanmk. 

lOth. — ^Tronp and Lawrence arrived. I re^ 
ceived letters, dtc, from Sale. No present hope 
of release : nor fear of a move, I trust. No- 
thing appears to have been done beyond talk. 
Pi^ock has threatened, if we are not sent down 
in eight da^^s, to come up and destroy Cabul : 
but Akbar knows, as well as he does himself, 
that Pollock has no carriage. The Ist brigade 
are gone to JeUalabad. Sale writes me, that, 
in addition to it, be has with him the 3d dra- 
goons and a troop of horse artillery : but it does 
not appear that they are coming up farther. In- 
deed, without more troops to back them, or 
rather to flank them} they cannot come through 
the passes. They might do it well with three 
brigades, having one on each flank keeping the 
heights and adjacent country. 

A darbar held by Mahommed Akbar, Ma- 
hommed Shah, d(C., to consult on the steps to be 
taken reganliog Futteh Jung, AmenooUah, the 
Meerwyse, Zeman Shah, &c., who all wrote ad- 
vising the immediate advance of our troops. A 
letter from Futteh Jung to Gen. Pollock, to that 
effect, had been intercepted : but, until Troupes 
return, it was not safe to make any stir in the 
affair. 
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llM.-«-l^erd was a report last night, that two 
!EaropeaDS (officers) had been taken prisoners 
in Cabul ; having come from Kandahar, disguis- 
ed as natives of the country, with thirty follow- 
ers ; and that they had been purchasing up all 
the gunpowder. . 

To^ay it is said, the same persons are now 
with the hostages ; and that they are either ad- 
venturous persons, who have come up from 
Nott's brigade, for some purpose, as yet un- 
known ; or that they are part of the Ghuznee 
prisoners, attempting to escape. 

Late in the evening we heard that the above 
tale has arisen out of the arrival of an Arab 
Hadje. He calls himself a soldier of fortune, 
and offered his services to Gen. Pollock, who 
declined them. He is suspected of being a spy ; 
and has just come from Hindostan. 

The deliberations in the durbar have ended in 
Putteh Jung's being placed in confinement. 

12^^. — ^All the hostages have come over to 
our fort ; and there is a talk of our being all 
sent away — some say to Soorkhab, four march- 
es off, on the confines of the Loghur country ; 
others say to the Kohistan, or Bameean. 

We know that Sale's brigade, the 3d dragoons, 
and a troop of horse artillery, were to leave Jel- 
lalabad for Futteabad on the 6th ; which would 
bring them only fifteen miles nearer to us. The 
women are being sent out of the city ; and we 
have packed up our little all, to be ready when- 
ever the hoohn. arrives: we have, moreover, 
purchased two ponies. 

IZth. — ^The republic has only endured a day. 
Zeman Shah Khan is again Shah Zeman Shah. 
We heard guns, probably in honour of the event. 
This is news to mark my birthday, which is 
not hkely to be spent much as a jour de file by 
a prisoner. 

I fear Zeman is too much in the hands of 
Akbar and Mahommed Shah for him to do us 
any good ; although he is, and ever has been, 
wellrdisposed towards us : h^ acted with the 
greatest kindnea^ to the English left with hun ; 
and when he had no longer power to protect 
them, and they were forcibly taken from his 
house to that of the Bucha Meerwyse or high- 
priest of Cabul, he took off his turban, placed it 
at his feet, and protested against the measure : 
and finally sent his eldest son with them ; that, 
in case evil befell them, his family should not 
shrink from sharing in it. The priest's profes- 
sions were great; but he ended in giving the 
hostages up to Akbar for the value of 4000 ru- 
pees. As they were sold for that sum, we tell 
them they are Akbar's slaves. 

There is now an idea— whether only the fer- 
tile emanations of prisoners' brains or not, time 
must unfold — but an opinion prevails, that Ak- 
bar is so ungallant as to be heartily tired of drag- 
ging the women and children about the country 
at his heels ; and that, if any £ight is designed, 
it will be that of himself atid four hostages ; 
Pottinger, Lawrence,^ and Troup, to be decided- 
ly three of them : we are not so certain of the 
fourth ; but at present we have selected either 
Gen. Shelton or Capt. Johnson. 

15;jl.— The news of to-day is, that Nott's force 

has left Kandahar, taking Timor Shah with 

hem. They are said to have taken the route 

leading to Dera Ismael Khan ; but it is thought 

possible they may, about ninety miles from Kan- 



dahar, at Gulfuirye, strike to the north, and por^ 
sue that road to Ghuznee ; which would be far 
preferable to crossing the mountains by tha. 
Gholary pass, near the river, and that they will 
thence cross over to the left again to the Abis^- 
(adeh lake, and fall into the regular road to* 
Ghuznee at Mookkoor. This is a wild and 
roundabout tract of country ; which is probably 
not feasible with guns. Akbar says, that 5000- 
inen have been sent to oppose them. He ^IsO' 
says, that our force at Jelialabad is in statu quo; 
but that if it moves up, we shall be sent off at 
half an hour's notice, to a fine ctimate, with- 
plenty of ice ; which we conclude to be Ba- 
meean. 

\%th. — ^Futteh Jung has made his escape. 

Our troops are reported to have made sixteeDc 
marches from Kandahar. Akbar ordered bOQO 
men to go and meet them ; but it is said, he has* 
muster^ 400 only. 

V7th. — Mrs. Smith (Mrs. Trevor's servant> 
died of fever and water on the chest. 

19^A. — We hear that the men, who went to- 
wards Kandahar, have been beaten ; and that 
more are to be sent. 

Futteh Jung escaped through a hole made in^ 
the roof; from whence he let himself down by 
a rope. The Wuzeer says he is gone to Ta- 
gow ; but the general opinion is that he is gone- 
to Jelialabad. Troup went to see the Wuzeer* 
to-day ; who told him, he purposes sending for 
him and Pottinger, to stay with hhn in the Bala. 
Hissar. 

A thunder-storm at night, with heavy rain ; 
the lightning vivid ; but it was all over in an* 
hour. This storm was immediately preceded by* 
an earthquake, between 10 and 11 o'clock. « 

Akbar has written to Lord EUenborough to* 
say he will only treat with him ; and that her 
will not have anything to do with Gen. Pollock, 
who is " a fool !" This is complimentary. 

20^A. — We heard a great deal of firing in the' 
evening. 

Futteh J^ng is said to have been taken on the 
road to Jelialabad : but Abib Khan declares it ia^ 
not true. They also say that there has been a* 
fight at Gundamuk; that our troops have arri*' 
ved there ; and that the Affghans have lost sev- 
eral men in thefar defeat ; that one of the fugi- 
tives has just arrived ; and that Akbar will send 
5000 more men there. They also say, that the 
Kandahar force is within two marches of Ghuz- 
nee. Three horses are kept ready saddled toi 
start with messengers ^ a moment's notice,-^ 
night or day ; and the Khan says, he thinks we.- 
shall not be here more than three days longer. 

21«^ — ^The late newspapers have not a little 
amused me. They show that the editors catch' 
at every expression, used in any lettera they* 
have read ; or on any comments they hear o»< 
news from Affghanistan. A regular controversy^ 
has arisen between one, who asserts that Lady- 
Sale in her letters evinces a strong preposses- 
sion in favour of Mahommed Akbar Khan, and' 
another, who thinks Lady Sale wrote, as she 
did, because she was a prisoner: to which the 
first rejoins, that he does not think Lady S.- 
would, under any circumstances, write that 
which was false. There be is right: but 1 
would not have written on the subject at all, un- 
less I wrote as I thought : if people misunder- 
stand, it is tbeiV fault and iiot mine. Again^ 
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they say it were better I had never written at 
all. Perhaps so : but it seems that details were 
wanting ; my letters to Sale gave those : and 
he thought them of sufficient consequence to 
send them to the Governor-Greneral and the 
Commander-in-Chief. They were afterward 
sent to England by the former ; and, if the pa- 
pers tell truth, excited some attention in the 
highest circles. As tfi my "great preposses- 
sion" in favour of Akbar, my greatest wish is, 
that Gen. Nott's force should march up to 
Ghnznee -, release the prisoners there ; and then 
that a simultaneous movement should take place 
of Nott'8 and Pollock's forces upon Cabul. 
Once again in power here, I would place Akbar, 
Mahommed Shah, and Sultan Jan kors de com- 
bat ; befriend those who befriended us, and let 
the Atfghans have the Ameer Dost Mahommed 
Khan back, if they like. He and his family are 
only an expense to us in India; we can restore 
them, and make friends with him. Let us first 
show the Aifghans that we can both conquer 
them, and revenge the foul murder of our troops ; 
but do not let us dishonour the British name by 
sneaking out of the country, like whipped Pariah 
dogs. Afghanistan will become a by-word 
among the nations. Had we retreated, as poor 
Start proposed, without baggage, with celerity 
(forced marches to get through the snow), and 
had the men^stood by us (a doubtful point — they 
were so worn out and dispirited), we might have 
figured in history; and have cut out Xenophon's 
account of the retreat of the 10,000. 

As to the justice of dethroning the Ameer 
Dost Mahommed, and setting up Shah Shoojah, 
I have nothing to say regan&ng it : nor regard- 
ing our policy in attempting to keep possession 
of a country of uncivilized people, so far from 
our own ; whence all supplies of ammunition, 
money, &c., must be obtained. Let our Gov- 
ernors-General and Commanders-in-chief look to 
that while I knit socks for my grandchildren : 
bat I have been a soldier's wife too long to sit 
down tamely, while our honour is tarnished in 
the sight and opinion of savages. Had our army 
been cut to pieces by an avowed enemy, wheth- 
er in the field or the passes — ^let them have used 
what stratagems they pleased— all had been fair. 
Akbar had shone as another William Tell ; he 
had been the deliverer of his country from a hate- 
ful yoke imposed on them by Kaffirs : but here 
he stands, by his own avowal freely made, the 
assassin of the Envoy ; not by proxy, but by his 
own hand. I do believe, he only meant to make 
him prisoner, for the purpose of obtaining bet- 
ter terms and msre money : but he is a man of 
ungovernable passions; and his temper when 
thwarted is ferocious. He afterward professed 
to be our friend ; we treated with him ; great 
was the credulity of those who placed confi- 
dence in him : still they blindly did so ; even 
after the letter was received from Conolly, at 
Bhoodkhak, confirming the previous warnings of 
his intentions towards us. He followed us, with 
his bloodthirsty Ghilzyes. Mahommed Shah 
Khan, his principal adviser, I might almost say 
his master, is the most inveterate of our ene- 
mies. Akbar is a jovial, smooth-tongued man ; 
full of compliments and good fellowship ; arid 
has the knack of talking over both kaffirs and 
true believers. 

To our cost, he did talk our chiefs over ; and 



persuaded them of bis friendship ; but said that* 
those sugs (dogs) of Ghilzyes were intent oi> 
murder and plunder, and totally unmanageable. 
In this way he hovered on our flanks and rear .- 
and when our people were massacred and his 
blood-hounds in human shape were tolerably 
glutted with their blood, the scene was changed ; 
although it was constantly reacted. In the dis- 
tance, a group of horsemen invariably appeared : 
they were beckoned to ; questioned as to what* 
chief was present — it was invariably Akbar, who 
always pretended good faith, said his 300 horse- 
men were too few to protect us from the Ghil— 
zyes, &c., and then, the following day witness- 
ed a repetition of the slaughter, and pretended^ 
friendship ; for that this friendship was a mere 
pretence, was acknowledged by him when he- 
said, *' I was the man who killed your Envoy 
with my own hand ; I destroyed your army ; !• 
threw aside all ties of family, deserted every- 
thing, for the faith of Islam ; and now I am \ef^ 
to bear the opprobium heaped on me by the 
Feringhees, while no one supports me; but 
were I in power, I would make the chiefs re- 
member it !" and then he uttered maledictions 
on their heads. He has kept his word ; ha» 
been a bitter enemy to all who have shown the 
slightest kindness to us ; and grinds their mon* 
ey out of them by threats and torture. 

A woman's vengeance is said to be fearful ; 
but nothing can satisfy mine against Akbar, Sul- 
tan Jan, and Mahommed Shah Khan. Still I say 
that Akbar, having, for his own political pur- 
poses, done as he said he would do— that is^ 
destroyed our army — ^letting only one man escape 
to tell the tale, as Dr. Brydon did — and having* 
got the families into his possession — ^I say, hav- 
ing done this, he has, ever since we have beenr 
in his hands, treated us well — that is, honour 
has been respected. It is true that we have not 
common comforts; but what we denominate 
such are unknown to Affghan females: they 
always sleep on the floor, sit on the floor, &c. 
— ^hardships to us. We have bought common 
charpoys at two rupees each ; tha| is, a bed 
formed by four poles and ropes tied across and 
across them. Had we tables and chairs, we 
have not space for them ; so many inhabit the 
same apartment. Individually I have no right 
to complain on this subject ; as Lady Macnagh- 
ten, Mrs. Mainwaring, Mrs. Boyd, Mrs. Sturt,; 
and I, occupy the same apartment. Capt. Boyd 
makes his bed on the landittg-place of the stairs, 
or on the roof of the house ; so that we have no 
man-kind amonff us except the Boyds' two little 
boys, and Mrs. Mainwaring's baby. This little 
feUow was bom just before the insurrection 
broke out in Cabul (in October) : his father had 
gone with Sale's brigade^ and we always call 
him Jung-i-Bahadur. 

After so long enduring the misery of having 
gentlemen night and day associated with us, we 
have found this a great relief 

The Wuzeer gives us rations of meat, rice, 
ottah, ghee, and oil, and lately, fruit. At first 
our food was dressed for us ; but it was so 
greasy and disgi^sting, that we asked leave to 
cook for ourselves. That again was a matter of 
taste : one person likes what another does not. 
By us, a strong cup of coffee is considered a 
luxury; while an Affghan the other day, who 
had some given to him (he had never tasted. 
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^9iiy before)* pronounced it bitter and dotcsta- 

It IB true, we have been taken about the coun- 
try ; exposed to beat, cold, rain, dec. ; but so 
-were their own women. It was, and is, very 
disagreeable : but still we are, dc factOy prison- 
ers, notwit^tanding Akbar still persists in call- 
ing us — honoured guests : and, as captives, I say 
we are well tr«at^. He has given us common 
coarse chints, and coarse longcioth, too, where- 
with to clothe ourselves — I nuist not use the 
word dress : and making up these articles has 
^ven us occupation ; increased by having to 
work wiih raw cotton, which we have to twist 
into thread for ourselves. We suffered more 
from uncleanliness than anything else. It was 
above ten days after our departure from Cabul, 
before I had the opportunity to change xny 
<slothe8, or even to take them otf and put them 
on again, and wash myself: and fortunate were 
thosd who did not possess much live stock. It 
was not until after our arrival here (at Sp^wa- 
iee, near Cabul) that we completdy got rid of 
Ue^j yrhxek we denominated infantry : the fleas, 
:^r which Afighanistan is famed (and particular- 
ly Cabul), we caH light cavalry. 

The servants, of course, were worse off than 
•ourselves : and, not having as good wardrobes 
as we had, communicated their pests, of the in- 
49eet tribe, to the children they carried about ; 
and thus the mothers obtained a double share. 
3ugs have lately made their appearance, but not 
in great numbers : the flies torment us, and the 
moscbetoes drive us half mad. But these annoy- 
ances, great as they are, are the results of cir- 
cumstances which cannot be controlled; and 
when I say this, I suppose I shall again be ac- 
'Cused of prepossession in favour of the Wuzeer. 
'We ought, however, to bear in mind that the 
A^hans are not addicted to general ablution : 
Zhey wash their hands before and after their 
•xneals, which is but camme il faul, as they eat 
^ith their fingers ; and they constantly wear 
"the same dothes a month. This is not economy. 
'The Wttseer will take his bath perhaps once a 
week, and 'change his clothes ; and the women 
never think of doing so oftener, and only open 
4heir hair at such times, which is kept smooth 
ibr that period by the application of gum to its 
innumerable plaits. Here again is a difference 
lietween their tastes and ours, who so enjoy 
liathing twice a day. 

The garden, or rather vineyard and orchard, I 
consider a great luxury: we walk in it every 
evening for an hour or two. A strong guard is 
placed there ; but, except when it has been lately 
changed, the men do not annoy us. At such 
times they dodge about after us ; but otherwise 
•do not Last evening, for instance, sixteen men, 
armed at all points, sat down in a row in the 
centre walk, and laughed and joked together: 
^ve or six were sitting eating grapes on the top 
of the summer-house ; and a few were posted, 
seated on the walls; while we walked here and 
there where we pleased. 

When we have marched since we left Bud- 
deabad, Mahommed Shah's family, and some 
others, have accompanied us; and the best 
camels, largest kujavas, &c., have been selected 
:ibr them; and when carriage runs short, they 
are served first. But this is only what we must 
expect. Mahommed Shah Khan, too, preferred 
Mrs. Sturt's riding-horse to his own, and took 



) fL Inline was sent to Jellalabad. When Mac- 
kenzie went there, he rode, and lamed it; and 
it was left behind. Theire I was fortunate, as 
Sale has got it. Luckily, I had a few rupees ; 
and the only day I was not provided with a horse 
to ride, I hired one for two ru^es six anas, a 
mere baggage pony ; but it carried me safely. 

Nothing can exceed the folly I have seen in 
the papers regarding my wonderful self; how I 
headed the troops, &c., As. It puts me in mind 
of Gk)ldsmith's verses on Mrs. Blaze, in which 
he remarks, " that the king himself has followed 
her, when she has gone befo(re :" and certainly I 
have thus headed the troops; for the chiefs told 
me to come on with them ibr safety's sake : and 
thus I certainly did go far in advance of the col- 
umn; but it was no proof of valour, though one 
of prudence. 

Troop and Pottinger have been told to be in 
readiness to go in to-morxow morning : so I no.w 
make up my packet, in case an opportunity 
should <if9er by which Troup can send it to Sale. 

The only thing that has given me pleasure in 
the Indian papers, is a subscription set on foot 
by the civilians, to purchase a sword, to be pre- 
sented to Sale ; because it shows that they appre- 
ciate his conduct ; and I know that he will value 
it most highly. I hear that after Futteh Jung 
was placed in confinement, his family had all 
their jewels, d&c, taken away, to the value of 
twenty lakhs. Some say this was done by Ak- 
bar and Sultan Jan ; others, by Mahommed Shah 
Khan. The latter had taken a lesson in such 
actions, when he despoiled Lady Macnaghten 
of her valua^bles. 

22i August. — Our fHends went back to the 
Wuzeer. and took my packets with them. 

The Affghans still talk of some defeat they 
have experienced near Soorkhab; whence the 
celebrated miner has returned discomfited and 
wounded; and says he will not attempt to cope 
with our force. The Wuzeer has made the peo- 
ple of Cabul take their oath on the Koran to 
stand by him; and great excitement prevails in 
the city. Fatteh Jni^ has arrived safely at 
Jellalabad; and has written from thence, that, 
if Akbar is his father's son, he will meet liim in 
fair fight; for which purpose there is* said to 
have ^n held a grand muster of troops on the 
Siah Sung plain ; amounting to 25,000 infantry 
and 5000 horse, who are to be headed by Akbar 
in person. I can scarcely believe that he will 
set his fortunes on the issue of a battle. A fair 
field and no favour is what we want: but he 
would be mad to meet our discipllhed troops on 
the plain, when he knows that the fastnesses of 
his country give him every advantage over us, 
with any rabble be can collect Besides, he is 
all but supreme now. He wishes to be king: 
but Zeman Khan has again got a strong party 
in his favour, and is endeavouring to regain the 
throne. 

23^.— The prisoners from Ohuznee arrived 
quite unexpectedly: Col. Palmer, Capt. Bur- 
nett (54th), Harris, Nicholson, Poett, Alston, 
Williams, Crawford, and Thompson. 

Akbar sajrs, he will send us away in three or 
4bur days, either to Bameean, Zoonnnt, or Soor- 
khab, twenty miles ofl^ on the borders of the 
Loghur country. 

24«A.— Saltan Jan left Cabul with 300 men, to 
re-enforce Shumshudeen, who has been signallr 
defeated, we hear, at Caraba^, escaping with 
only twenty men. Some say Noti*s force achiev- 
ed this victory ; but others that the Hozaras rose 
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gainst hiBi : soiprpbaUf BHtishipld has be^ 
weighed in the balance^ and ifound more ponder- 
•ous than the hatred of the Kaffirs. 

Being greatly in want of medicine, Mr. Camp- 
])eU went to the Sirdar to get some from Cabui; 
«^ he told him we were to move to-night,or to- 
joaorrow. Mrs. Anderson, being too ill to travel, 
^remains here! 

2&^A«>-A sudden oxder. anired for our re- 

anoval; with a report, that Futteh Jung's and 

■blithe Jfemale royal family were to accompany 

,«is. Gaipt. Troup arrived in the evening to see 

12S 0^ hy Akbars command. Mrs. Anderson, 

her husband and children, remained at the fort. 

Ajfihar has ordered every attention to be paid 

to her and the gentlemen ; Mr. Can^bell being 

lefl with the party to afford medical aid. Mrs. 

Trevor and eijp^ht children are also left here, in 

consequence of her being seriously ill with fever ; 

■sss also one oiliier children. A man of the 44th 

^ied of fever to-day. and was buried in the 

fazdea. 6ooa ailer tlie moon rose we left the 
>rt4 camels for kujavas and'iifly ponies having 
^en sent for our accommodation. All our 
jponies^ &c., were taken from us ; and on our re- 
imoval, a certain number were sent. We fortu- 
aiately purchased two ponies to carry our bas- 
:gage. We were told we were to go to Killa 
£azi, about, seven miles ffoin Cabul: but we 
anade a long delaur to avoid the city, and crossed 
^the Loghur river: the road was very tolerable. 
AAer proceeding about five miles we came to 
.several forts on our ri^ht: the first a lar^e one ; 
^nd were told it was called Ealla Kazi. We 
j)assed a succession of forts on either side ; but 
there was scarcely any one to be seen except a 
. iew men watching their grain heaps in the fields. 
On the right appeared much cultivation ; jndg^ 
ing from the dark shade, which, with an iil-de- 
^ed line of irregular modn^ains, was all we 
«ould even speculate upon in the way of seen- 
•ery. We had with us ten soldiers, so ill with 
fever as to require to be carried in kttjavas : and 
C^t. Mackenzie and Lieut. Eyre were also 
.sunering. 

I was the only lady who rode ; the others pre- 
ferring the kujavas, on account of their chil- 
dren. 

26^.— At daybreak we wete still traveHing j 
and near sunrise found ourselveis just opposite 
rto Cabul ; and about two miles distant, as the 
•erow flies, from Babei^s tomb. We saw the 
^all on the hill quite distinctly. We did not 
:arrive at our ground till past seven ; and took 
tup our stations under some trees near the fort, 
which, I have been told, is called Kundalk 
Here there was no adjoaittance, as Sultan Jan 
, was in it, with his re-enforcemenls for Ghuznee. 
This disproves a report of yesterday, to the ef- 
fect that the people of Cabul had insisted <m 
Jhaving Sultan Jan as a hostage for our safety. 
He had a number of good horses with him ; and 
we recognised the Savoy's gray. His army 
•consisted of about thirty m^n ; but tnshallah i 
lie is to be joined by lashs. We are said to be 
yarded by 1000 men ; but 900 were nearer the 
mark. During the morning we were joined hy 
Dr. Berwick, Lieut. Evans, and the European 
soldiers who Were left sick when we evacuated 
Cabul : they form a total of thirty-seven ; but a 
few have lieen left for want of carriage, which 
is to be furnished ; and they are to be sent after 
us; as also Lieut. Haughton. We this morn- 
ing recognised the summer-house above Bab^^s 
tomb, Eerghah, and \he Foghman hills. 



Judging from the time that we were travelling, 
about twelve hours, and taking the rate of th6 
camels at about two miles per hour, deducting a 
fourth for hklt, we estimate the distance we 
have gone at eighteen miles. 

A letter has teen receive^ at Kandahar : Tfbtt 
haa marched in three colvmns with only 6000 
men. He seift his camels out to graze the 3d 
March, and lost 5W00. He left Kandahar on. 
the^rh. 

Shumshtideai has retired on Ghoznee; and, 
by the last accounts. Gen. Nott was within tea 
miles of that fortress. He is expected at Cabal 
on the 1st. Pollock's force is to move on the 
20th. We are to march at moon^rising. Wfe 
witnessed a parade of telling off the gnsSds Ac.; 
and heard the retreat beat off at sunset. They 
use our drums and fifes; and have some bugles 
with Which thev sofund for us to halt or advanctB. 
The sentries planted round our camp are a p^- 
fect farce. These men are the Pultans, who 
have no knives, and are mostly armed with out: 
own muskets : I saw them place their pick^tt, 
in imitation of ours ; and sentries walked back- 
wards and forwards, with a rasarod in their 
hand, having stuck the butt end of the musket 
in the earth at their posts : so that, were it of 
any use, we might easily overpower them. We 
asked to be admitted into the fort: but though, 
they said we might oceupy one room when va- 
cated hj Sultan Jan; after his departure, they 
insulted the gentlemen who wont to get it ready 
for us, and asked, how the Kafiirs dared to wear 
their shoes there. We, therefore, spread loon- 
ghees to form a shade, as the heat was excessive ; 
and at night it was very cold. At eleven the 
reveiUt was beat by the c&uffis, and perfenned by 
^e pipes; a kind of repetitfon of one, two, three : 
and at midnight we were all ready to start. 

27^.— We left camp soon after midnight. 
The Meer Akhor Ahmed Khan was very anx- 
ious that all the riders shotiM Mk>w the advance 
guard of half the inihntry; the rest of which 
closed on our rear: then came the kujavas, fol- 
lowed up by the baggage; and their rear was 
closed by a strong guard of Affghan cavalry. 

Another body of horsemen, about twenty in 
number, joined as riders, and kept near the 
Meer Althor;- who desired Lady Macnaghten^s 
kujavas to be kept as the leading ones; and the 
camel had fine trappings, as if to mark it par- 
ticularly in case oraa attempt at escape. 

We were between eight and nine houi6 on the 
march over SL barren broken slip of land, bounded 
on either side by the hills for a considerable dis- 
tance, until we passed a fort and chokie at Ur- 
ghundee on our left; soon after which the load 
turns off to the left to Grhtiznee. The ascent to 
Bala Maidan was long, but not difficult; and 
tlie view froni the top of it, looking down on the 
plain above named, was very pmttv; compri- 
sing a narrow valley, thickly studdea with forts 
and diversified by cultivation; With lines of wil- 
Mows and poplars marking the water cats, whieh 
here serve as hedgerows. We were taksn to a 
fort, butn ot admitted into it; and after a time 
had tents pitched for us. Lady Maena^ten, 
Mrs. Boyd and three childiten, Mrs. Mainwaring 
and child, Mrs. Sttrrt and child, and I, occupied 
one division of a Sipahee's pall: there was an- 
otlier tent for the other ladles ; two more for the 
gentlemen, and one for the si€k soldiers. 

We hear that Gen. Nott has arrived at Ghuz- 
.nee, has blown up the new bouQ in the dty, and 
'has put to death nearly eveiy man, woman, and 
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child found there. We cannot be soiprised at 
the men taking signal vengeance : but we fear 
the news is too good to be true. We met on our 
load two horsemen, whom we supposed to be 
expresses. We met, also, several camels, bul- 
locks, and donkeys, laden, for the most part, 
with assafcetida. 

It seems a plan was proposed this morning, 
and negatived. 1 only neard of it bv chance ; 
so no thanks are due for courtesy to those, who, 
had the measure be^n carried, would have come 
to us for our share. The plan was, to get 
Ahmed Khan to make short marches, or halt ; 
so as to allow Gen. Nott to hear ^nrhei-e we are, 
and rescue us : and should it succeed, Ahmed 
was to receive two and a half lakhs. The scale 
before proposed was. I believe, again to be 
brought forward : Lady Macnachten 10,000 ru- 
pees, Lady Sale 5000, Mrs. Sturt 5000, Gapt. 
and Mrs. Boyd and family, 5000, &c. This 
scale is said to be prepared according to rank 
.and means, which! deny: the other captives 
are not wealthy any more than ourselves ; and 
•where the money was to come from, I know 
not. The Indian Government, it is said, offer- 
ed to ransom us for that sum; and I believe 
would have given more : but this seems to have 
been a private and most zubberdust arrange- 
ment. ' 

There is a report, that all Cabul is in confu- 
sion, and the natives fighting against each other; 
and that our force has passed Gundamuk. 

28/A. — We left our encamping ground about 
two o'clock, and reached Tarkhana between 
eight and nine. Had I taken the ride for my 
own amusement on a good horse, instead of 
being driven about as a captive on a sorry bag- 
gige yaboo, I should have enjoyed it very much. 
The narrow vale we passed through was highly 
cultivated; the fields divided by willow and 
poplar trees, and the forts frequent. Near to 
julraiz (the head of the spring) the scenery was 
particularly beautiful; the trees well clumped 
together; and the river, here clear as crystal, 
rapidlv flowing to our left. The hills, also, as- 
sumed a novel aspect ; having a foreground of 
lower bills of most uncommon form. Nearly 
opposite to the town was a triangular one^ sharp 
as though it had been scarped purposely ; next 



to ii a semicircular one, dE>c. ; with the usual 
chain of mountains behind. Julraiz appears to 
be rather a large town, surrounded by forts. 
The scenery was varied ; but the land always 
under cultivation until we reached our halting 
ground; where we bivouacked on the green- 
sward, sheltered from the sun's rays by a double 
row of poplar trees; between which rippled a 
stream that empties itself into the Cabul river, 
which bounds our resting-place on one side. 
This river is at this place as famed for its clear 
limpid waters, as it is at Cabul for its dirty hue, 
being there quite red. We here got some small 
fish like gudgeons, some bad small apricots, 
sour grapes, and apples and pears, that had just 
arrived by a caravan. Here General Saleh 
Mahommed's troops looted five camels. 

2!kAi— Marched at daybreak; and shortly af- 
ter - ard saw a curious stone on the hill to the 
left. At about three miles passed Sir-i<chushm 
(in ihe right; a fortified town, with a fort in 
front of it. Here are three preserves full of sa- 
rred fish. The name of this place signifies the 
" head of the spring." The road becomes daify 
m'>re rugged. 

On our fight we passed a fine fort, called 



Mustapha Khan Ke Killa. It was built bySi 
person of that name. He is dead; but his son. 
lives there ; a very gentlemanlike man, wear- 
ing spectacles. As we passed he g[ave us nan- 
(bread), and apricots prepared as a paste. 

We halted at Killa Naziri, eight miles front 
our last resting-place. Here our troops again 
looted two camels. 

30tt. — Marched at two A.M., sixteen miles 
to Gurdundewater, on the Helmund. At firit 
we passed through a narrow defile with a stony 
road; after which the road was excellent, fit to 
drive carriages upon; except in a few places^ 
where there were rather awkward descents. 

There were three steep ascents, one of which 
was very long. Very little cultivation ; and but 
few forts seen on our route. V 

A man was met on the niarch, who said he 
was a cossid from Ghuznee : that that fort wais- 
in our possession; and that a force was to be 
sent to release us. 

Shortly before we arrived at our destination^ 
ten or twelve Huzaras were set upon bv about 
300 of our guard. They fired about fifty shots 
at them: killed one, wounded one, took two 
prisoners, and some loot. 

There are two Yaghi forts here : the rest aife- 
subject to Akbar. 

30^.— Left the Hah-i-Baba to our left: there- 
was snow in the clefts ; but none on the top,, 
which is 18,000 feet above the level of the sea. 

We marched about eight miles to the foot of 
the Hadje Gurkpass. The road led the whole 
way through a defile ; at first very narrow and 
stony ; with a tributary stream to the Helmund 
occupying nearly the whole of it. 

There were several rocks which assumed the 
appearance of gigantic statues. One on the right 
representing a man seated on a bull couchantL: 
another on the left, at first resembled a man 
clothed in the toga, standing on a pedestal.. 
There were others, also, that it was difficult to* 
suppose natural: they may have been ancient 
Buddhistic or Brahminic remains. After arri- 
ving at some forts and two tombs near a ruined 
fort, the valley became wider and fertile ; being 
all planted with Wheat, some perfectly ripe and 
some quite green. 

On nearing our destination, the valley again 
closed up. We came to a fort dilapidated, but 
still inhabited. Every breach in the walls was 
filled with armed inen. Our troops were drawn< 
up in due form ; our two drums and one fife* 
struck up ; the bugle sounded at intervals ; and ' 
this men marched to this discord in the most 
appropriate manner; invariably missing both, 
cadence and step, until we arrived at our tents. 

Twice during the day's march there were- 
shots fired in front ; and much talk of battle,, 
which never took place ; though each time there^ 
were a number of Huzaras posted on the heights. 
These men have been for some time past besieg- 
ing the forts here. The damaged one has been 
partially rebuilt ; and the one opposite to it ap- 
pears to be in perfect repair. 

Our commandant is going with his army to^ 
fieht ; but I am not sure which side he lakes.. 
There was a skirmish this morning; one party' 
posted behind a sungah on the hill, which was 
forced, and the brave troops fled. 

3ls^.— Marched to the forts of Kaloo. Found 
the road bad and stony, with constant steep as- 
cents and descents. Ascended the Hadje Gurk 
pass, which is 12,400 feet above the level ot the 
sea ; the hills barren ; grain was cultivated ixt 
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tjate bed of the vadley, whcnre a silrer serpentine 
stream meandered ; and the hay, freshly thrown 
jnto cocks, reminded me of England. We cross- 
ed the river twice ; and with difficulty conquered 
a steep ascent to the fort, near which we en- 
camped. A report that Akbar had been fight- 
ing with the chiefe at Cabal ; and that our force 
must be at Bhopdkhak to-day. 

lU September. — Marched at daylight oirer the 
Kaloo pass. It is nearly four miles to the top 
of it. The road at first is narrow and precipi- 
tous ; and for the most part little more than a 
steep paA. From the top the view is very 
^rand; resembling the waves of a very troubled 
jsea; and composed of barren hills of every va- 
nety of sha<fe and hue. We saw Bameean 
from thence: but though a magnificent scene 
was before us, it presented no pleasing object to 
thoi^e who expected to remain captives in that 
desolate region. The only plant here is the 
Koole-Huzara, or Huzara Uass, a kind of furze 
ithat is very prickly, and grows in bunches : it is 
•used for iuel. As we neared our destination 
^(Kiila Topchee), we entered a very narrow but 
'l\ighly cultivated valley : the grain short in the 
stalk, but particularly fine in the ear. This 
'day's marcn was seven miles. 
* 3d. — ^Marched at davlight seven miles to Ba- 
<meean. The road wild and uneven, with nar- 
(TOW paths and many ascents and descents. This 
Talley is nowhere more than a mile broad ; but 
it is very fertile, and produces particularly fine 
grain. Plenty of beans and peas are cultivated 
here; the former very small, the latter small 
and hard. The tamarisk and barberry were 
abundant, and a shrub with yellow berries. We 
halted fpr a short time opposite a fort, near 
wthich were many cows. Here we got some 
i^ast (curds), -which we found very refreshing. 
I^ooking back from hence, we saw Zohak behind 
us, on a high point. At Bameean they refused 
to take us into the fort ; and we pitched our 
•t^nts just under the ancient fortress and city 
iMKhich were destroyed by Jhenzhis Khan; when 
iipward of 309,000 persons perished. The caves, 
KTuins, and towers, extend for miles. There are 
two large images which have been described by 
former travellers: opposite to the largest was 
our encampment. 

We had scarcely settled oursdves in the tents 
ere the Gteneral beat, in consequence of the peo- 
ple of the fort and the regiment disagreeing: so 
we went on about a mile, to such a wretched 
fort, that we asked leave to remain in tents; 
which was with difficulty obtained : but the 
Khan said he would oideavour to get a better 
f9rt for us to-morrow. 

. 4^. — Saleh Mahommed Khan's lady came to 
visit Lady Macnaghten. She is young and 
fair, with a fat round face; and comes from 
Xioodiaoah ; where, it is said, she was a dancing 
girl. Her information is, that Futteh Jung is a 
prisoner, or has been put to death : his family, 
she says, are expected here in a day or two. 

From the 5th to the 9th we made excursions 
to see the caves, ^c. At first some difficulty 
'was made: but the General sent about thirty 
nen to guard us and our pencils ; for several 
went intent on sketching. I only copied the 
frescoes that were «« the walls ana ceiling near 
the laige imager bat Mr. Eyre made some very 
pretty and correct sketches of Ghoolghoola (the 
apcieat city), &c. 

9tk, — I have daily been begging hard for per- 
lo^Won logo aadaeeihe anciem city; but am 



at last put ofiT by a direct refusal: the soldiers, 
it seems, are over-worked in keeping watch over 
us in camp ; and to relieve them we are to be 
taken into one of these horrid forts. 

We went to the fort formerly occupied by Dr. 
Lord. 

Long ago, to prevent a recurrence of disputes 
which had formerly arisen among us regarding 
distribution of accommodation, &c., we elected, 
by vote, a committee of three gentlemen, whose 
fiat was indisputable— Major Pottinger, and 
Captains Webb and Lawrence: the latter also 
Undertook to be our purveyor; portioning out 
our rations generally with his own hands (ser- 
vants being scarce), as well as the food for the 
soldiers. 

On our going into the fort, the committee, 
having examined the miserable sheds bulk round 
the square of high wails with corner towers and 
a gateway, at first decided that the five best 
rooms, or rather most convenient ones as regard- 
ed privacy, ^c, should be destined for the IsSies ; 
and we were to draw lots for them, or arrange 
among ourselves. Finally, it was requested 
that the choice might go by seniority. Lady 
Macnaghten of course had the first choice. l 
had the second; and took a dark cow-house; 
the only light admitted being from a door down 
a long narrow passage and a hole in the roof. 
This was for Mrs. Sturt, myself, the ayah, and 
the dog ; and was decidedly the best apartment . 
there, to my taste. We soon set to : and by dint 
of hard working with sticks and stones, in which 
I bore my part, assisted by Mr. Melville until 
both of us got blistered hands, we knocked two 
small windows out of the wall; and thus obtain*, 
ed darkness visible. 

IWA. — We were fortunate in our selection; 
although our nightly visitant, in the shape of , 
the largest bus I ever saw, was sufficiently dis- 
gusting: but Lady Macnaghten, Captain and 
Mrs. Bovd, and Mrs. Mainwaring, with the 
children, had no rest in the three rooms they had 
taken ; which all communicated with each other. 
They had capital shikar'sXX night: and in the: 
morning got leave to pitch a tent at the gate, 
and reside there. 

11^.^-^When we were at Tai Khana on our 
way to this place, a Sipahee came to us and 
said that there were about fifV^r Hindostanees, 
among our guard, who were willing to join us; 
and t^at Saleh Mahommed Khan was a man 
who would do anything for money. This was 
told to Captains Johnson and Lawrence ; and 
they affreea to sound him on the subject; which 
they did: but he laughed at their offer; and pre- 
tended to imagine they were only joking. 

This morning early, Captain Lawrence eame 
to ask if we would allow a conference to take 
place in our room, as being the most private 
place. We assented. Saleh Mahommed Khan, 
the Syud M<»leza Khan, Major Pottinger, Cap- 
tains Lawrence, Johnson, Mackenzie, and Wehb, 
assembled; and our bed, spread on the fioori 
formed the divan. Here in the course of an . 
hour all was settled. The gentlemen present 
signed their names to the paper; in which we 
promised to give Saleh Mahommed Khan 90,000 
rupees, and to ensure him 1000 rupees a month 
for life ; and that if the government did not ex- 
tricate us from this difficulty, we would be 
answerable lor the money. Thus they held the 

Eromise of iire British officers as sacred. In 
eddtng the paper, ihev insisted Aat we should 
do 80 in the name of Chzist; as readeiiDg it. 
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•peifectFf binding. Saleh yUhomatdd leelMA 
1e ns/Aat he hA received orders to reinoye as 
Mother (to Khooloom), and to set out that i^ht: 
also, that he had another letter fnxn Akbar, or- 
dering al^ w^o wffte sot aUe-to mareh to be pat 
to death. He seems anxious that we shall not 
receive ain^r news from odMrS: and had his two 
drammets severely floeeed, lor tellinc; as that 
the Knzziftashes with Khan Shireen Khan had 
lisen against Akbar, and that the latter had fled 
to the-Kohistan. 

lSM.--8a}efa Mahommed Khan hoisted the 
standard of deiance on the wa!ls — white, with a 
crimson edge and green firinge. 

Two Hoeara cfaiefe have tendered their tile- 
giance to Major Pottinger; as also Zidficar 
Khan, the NIktb of the province, who, we heaitl, 
had fled. Another man has been appointed in 
his room ^ and has paid lOOQ rupees to Saleh 
Mahommed forhis appointment: w^ch money 
was laid out in porcfaasing kheliats ffor the 
cbiefe who eame m to us) from a Kamla for- 
tonately passing by. 

A report that the Andersons, Trevors, and 
Bygrave have got safe to our troops: but as this 
is coupled with Troop's having gone to Ghoznee, 
we fear it Is not true; more espeCiaiiy as we are 
told that onr force is still on the other side of the 
Khoord Cabulpass', and the last accounts from 
Ghuznee are, that General Kott w^is one march 
on the other side of it 

13^.— A large party travelling by, supposed 
to be the Meer Hadje and his family. Saleh 
Mahommed Khan determined to seize them. 
They pulled the MooUah off his horse; who 
only proved to be a Sheikh somebody, a relation 
of the Hadie's ; so they were all bim qitUibki fvwr 
id pmTy and proceeded on their way in double 
quick. There is a calk of arming our men, if 
we can get mnskels, Onr valley is now almost 
hermetically sealed at both ends. Akbar is at 
B&gram in the Kohistan •, the Meer Hadje and 
Zeman .Shah Khan quiet at Cabul. 

The Meer Akhor went off at night with hrs 
Jasailchees : taking with him sundnr a^nrpees 
wihieh he had reoerved from myself and others 
to change for us. This is particularly inconve^ 
nient, as we are about to purchase all the ottah 
procurable, in order to lay in a little commissa- 
riat of our ownj and, if Akbar sends troops 
agamst us, hold out till our own people come 
to relieve ust We have appomted Capt. John* 
son our commissariat officer. 

Kurrim Beg came over to us, and Meer Has- 
sam; and withmueh ibrm and ceremony swore 
on the Koran to be faithful to us. The latter is 
the person whose fort tyt. Lord burned ; and on 
which subject there was muc^ angry discussion, 
vfc and C4m, in the Indian papers. He offered 
nis fort to us : it has a name, which the wits pro- 
nounce as focl-hafrdfy^ and say it is synonymous 
with our attempt. The oriy persons who are 
against the measure are Qtn. Shelton imd Col. 
Palmer. As the latter has already been tortured 
at Ghuznee, he possibly fears a repetition of bar- 
barity, should we not succeed. The former sa3FS 
we are precipiuthig matters with Akbar, whom 
he considers as our friend. I believe both have 
at length signed- the paper. They could scarce- 
ly do less ; as our signatnres were to exonerate 
tne five officers whose names were superscribed 
as answerable for the whole account, which we 
were of course* to pay our shares of 

I wrote to Sale to-day, inibcming him of our 
xeaolutioa to hold out till we recoMred assistance, 



tvea shbuld ^e be x«diio«d to eating the rats tm^ 
mice; of which we have a grand stock. 

14e4.— Zulficar Khan, Salumd Khan, aad oth* 
er cbiefr, joined us. 

It would be great ialustlee to Major Pottinger 
not to mention the acove part he took in affairs*. 
From has perfect knowledge of the Persiui Ian* 
guage, and his acquaintance with the mannei» 
and customs of the people, he weU imew how to 
manage them, and %6kt advantage of the sl%ht^ 
est opening on their part in our ihronr. Hi» 
coolness and decision were only equalled by th^ 
promptness with which he met the wishes of 
the coiefe ; giving them •beaniis on the neighbour* 
ing lands, empowering them to receive the gor^ 
^rnment rents, dec., all which documents, though 
he executed them witii an air of great coadesoen* 
sion and with the gravity of a judge, he welL 
knew were mere i^eces of waste paper : yet ther 
had a magic charm for the time ; which was ?St 
we reqoiied. I had again an opportunity of wri«^ 
ting to Sale; as another messenger is sent, la. 
case the first should not reach his destination. 

At night we were roused by the sounding of 
the cracked trumpet, and the drums beating u>- 
ann»; wliich, in oar fagki (rebellious) position,, 
was a little astounding. It seems that a body of 
horsemen were hovering about the ruins near the- 
images, and were suspected to be some of Ak- 
bar's troops. Saleh Mahommed sent oat his 
men In skirmishing order, or rather disorder:: 
however, it uiswered our purpose; for, whoever 
they were, they matk themtelves searee. 

I5ih. — A letter was received fiom some one, 
whose siguature in cipher was not to be made 
out, stating that all Cabul had risen i^ainst the 
Wuzeer; that Notlfs Ibrce was at Maidan last 
Wednesday, and Pillock's at Bhoodkhak; that 
Akbar had fled to the Toba mountains towardb^ 
Kandahar to the Ghllzyes, and Shumshudeen 
Khan to the Kohistan. 

Another letter came from Mohun Lull, corrob- 
orating the account of the insuriection in Cabid.. 
He himself had flied to the Kuzzilbash quarter* 
with his family : Zeman Khan had fled toeither 
the Kohistan or Kuzzilbash quarter; and the 
Kuzzilbashes have taken a decided part in the 
business. A light fiiroe is said to have been sent, 
to our aid : it is therefore decided that we are to> 
march to-monow> taking with us two kurwahs 
of ottah, which is all (out of four) that we can 
carry, being very short of cattle. This ott^ 
was purchased by the subscription I befojEe men-- 
tioned. 

16^— Wemuehed to Killa Topchee on a finc^ 
sunshin V mozning, which we hailed as a presage 
of the fnture. We were not, however, without • 
considerable anxiety; for our present stato wos- 
replete with danger. We had every reason* «v- 
brieve that the Meer Akhor, on leavrag us, had 
gone to Akbar, and revealed our plans ; and c(m-^ 
sequently eveiy man we saw was suspected to- 
be th»a»ant amrier of troops sent to reclaim us : 
and the cheering hope of escape was oonsidera*- 
bly clouded before we had been an hour on the 
road. Those who travelled in kujavas, of course^ 
could not keep pace with those who rode: our- 
equestrian party, of which I formed one, had 
halted; and; to screen themselves fipom the svrk. 
had taken shelter under some huge masses of' 
rock. Here Saleh Mahommed Khan came op-- 
i,o us; and speahing in Persian to Capt Law<- 
rence, told him that he had succeeded- in getting*' 
a &w muskets; idiicfa, together with ammuni- 
tion, he had brought wdth'hitt en a camel'; ami. 
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requested that he- would a^ ike mmt'^hAsSii of 
them would take\hem;. it being hi$ wish to fon& 
9r small advance: goaid of Enropeans, a& m sima: 
Cajpt. Lawrence thea aaid, " N^w^my lads, sheets 
Saleh l4ahoinmed Khan h«» bKMigiit aims aatd 
ammunition lor some q^jfoq: who inolimteersio 
take muskets i" 

I blush to recoinS^ Uiat a dead aUence ettsued. 
"thinking die men might be shamed into doing 
tfaeir duty, I said to Jbawrence, "Yon had betteir 
give nu one, and 1 will lead the party;'' butiheve 
i^ras still' no offer: and he tidd our Gisnecai that 
it was ufietess, and he had better take them oa< 
It is sad to ihiik the mm were so lost to allsighiti 
feeling. 

We encamped near the sniall forts^ Hei» a 
letter was received,; stating that ob Tmsdoy 
]^ollock's force fought Irom nudday tj^mkhnightj 
and eventoaiiy forced the Khooia €abul pass^^ 
charging the enemy as far as the hiUs &onh oi 
Cabul to the Jurist Tunghef , leading to Tagow: 
that on Wednesday morning Nolt atijaeked ana. 
pursu/ed the enemy as £etr as Siah' Sang;: than 
meanwhile the Kuazilbasheis seized the city, end 
pkrtially looted it. 

• Mahommed Akbar Khan and Afafaommad 
Shah Khan are said to \) C "- m wktre! 

Sultan Jan and Shumshode«a Khan had been 
previously defeated at Maidan j as also Sultan 
Ahmed Khan. 

Reports have just arrived that 2000 horse from 
Khoolloom are following us up to take us thither. 

17^. — ^At two in the morning we were roused 
by the arrival of a horseman with a letter from 
Sir Richmond Shakespear, who is coming with 
000 Kuzzilbash horsemen to our aid. 

We marched eleven miles to the forts at the 
foot of the Kaloo pass ; again admiring the sil- 
very serpentine stream and the haycocks near 
it. We arrived at our ground at midday,* and 
were sitting under the walls of one of the forts, 
sheltering ourselves from the sun until the arri- 
val of our tents; when, at three o'clock. Sir 
Richmond arrived, and was received, with one 
exception, with heartfelt pleasure. That one, 
Gen. Shelton, could not forget the honour due to 
his rank as the senior miUtary man ^ and was 
much offended at Sir R. not having called on 
him first, and reported his arrival in due form. 
Even were this a military duty, Sir Richmond 
was perfectly exonerated in its omission; for the 
greater part of us ladies and some gentlemen had 
seated ourselves where he must pass, anxious to 
offer our acknowledgments to him for his prompt 
assistance. 

He told us, that Gen. Nott had gained two 
victories, on the 28th and 30th, at Ghuznee and 
Maidan ; and that Gen. Pollock had beaten Ak- 
bar at Jugdaluk and Tezeen. He also, most 
considerately, informed me of Sale having been 
struck by a spent ball without injuiy ; and con- 
gratulated me on our gracious Clueen's bestowal 
of the highest order ofthe Bath upon my gallant 
husband — a distinction, I believe, unparalleled 
in his present rank, and therefore Uie more dear- 
ly ^aed. 

we now have accounts we can depend upon 
of the nosition of our armies. Pollock is en- 
camped at Siah Sung, and Nott expected to 
march on to Cabul to-morrow. Akbar is suppo- 
sed to have taken refuge in the Ahmedzye coun* 
try. 

18^. — ^We marched to Guadundewar over a 
veiy stony road, having a serpentine river on our 
left. Crossed the Hadje Gurk pass, which is at 



m^lenaims^ttSlim fbftt il^<nw th« lev^ ef t&tt 
sea^bm lower disnKla!loOiWfe^«& IS 14,1000^ At 
the •end of the pass, the tiv^r ^tppesmtogtiAH 
thmogh.imttVfitte pomlr of stdfid' rselt. 

IWBig this: nauichyitaaittf ottridiisly fbnned^ 
, roeksi were sees at a disetovce^;^ oae bebting » 
ttvodg xesnahtaaod tk> m'^^ast -ettiiit^g -ilpilte 
pceei^ce; itiothei^ so fMme when Mar, mib' 
iijBdg'gWK doabtfol whf«A«p the %!» ceuthant 
was not thfrieminit of aneiMMT-HifidU stuiptnm. 
We did moft ifiiil ti» diink of A« «i^kfriai spring 
as we.7)ass»d it ; and white m €mf^yf^,iA^f»tLc^ 
ed tile at«sBtion of a paft|^~of A^kms, to-whbm 
Mmor Poitinger veeoiumetided a^ hettf ^dnragfie 
ctma ^paikfii:^ liquid f fthSk^ h<Mv«ver pi«a». 
ing.to the^yiafhf fh^mbeibgsat^ the pAVea^^ 
being v«ryiik)eiiak; The^^a^AnMaUS'dMnk 
afuuctiiiiof it, eocifitelnttjaigr '*18hooky r^nd ^Joor 
Uafliei"^praisebeito (Sodt^and^ckey would grow 
Strang upoB it They then sisotods dowtf theit 
beards, and- wended tneiv wu$r iKtlth; giwat SAtt^ 
fatetioDi The latter pai!t of ouv road'la^ among: 
Br narrow path, on .lAtStmt sidn of a tribm^iy' 
stream, bounded lifai-htoh:akidpt%el|>itoas Nmge 
of slatestone lOcka; We-'sooit eattte fd> the WSSi^ 
mond, which we csttssed, aihd 0heamti«d oh im 
bank. Nearly opposite: to stt, a part of tihie to^lm 
presented the ibrm of a settted figm» of Hoodh. 

19^. — ^We marched two hours before daylight^ 
and crossed the Onai Kotul ; a succession of as- 
cents and descents, and some of them very steep, 
ending in a defile ; after which the road was very 
stony. The grain was still green in many parts ; 
but some of it was not only cut,.but carried away. 
We passed Killa Onai, Killa Suffard, and Killa 
Mustapna Khan : at the latter breakfast was pre- 
pared: na/n (native sweet cakes) and tea for all 
who chose to partake of it en passant. The pro- 
prietor of this fort is a friend of Saleh Mahom* 
med Khan's, and had given us bread and pre-> 
served fruit as we passed before. From hence 
we went on to Sir-i-Chushm, and diverged from 
the road to see the preserve of fish there. I ask-> 
ed the name of the fish, but all they knew was 
that they were fish^that they were neld sacred^ 
and fed ; and that any one who caught, or evea 
touched one, would die shortly afterward. The 
stream was very clear, and the fish innnmerable- 
Four miles from this place we took up our old 
ground under the poplar trees at Tarkhana. We 
were not yet considered as safe even here, and 
Sir Richmond Shakespear felt much anxiety at 
not receiving any accounts of troops coming to 
our aid ; as he had written to Gen. Pollock U> 
send a brigade to meet us. As Sultan Jan was 
believed to be hoveritig near, there were some 
thoughts of our going into a fort: however, it 
was decided that we should remain in our tent& 

We had proceeded but a short way on our 
journey, when a horseman arrived witn a note, 
^forming us that Sale was close at hand with a 
brigade. I had had fever hanging about me for 
some days ; and, being scarce able to sit on my 
horse, had taken my place in a kujava; the hor- 
rid motion ef which had made me feel ten times 
worse than before I entered it. But this news 
renovated my strength. I shook off fever and 
all ills, and anxiously awaited his arrival, of 
which a cloud of dust was the forerunner^ Gen. 
Nott was near Urghundee, and, consequently, 
close to us J and GJen. Pollock requested fie 
would send a brigade to our assistance. This 
he refused, much to the disgust of his ofllcers, al- 
leging that his troops were fatigued. On this, 
Qeo, I^ollock sent Sale with a brigade, at a few 
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hoars' notice, \ He leA Siah Sung two iniles east 
of Cabttl, and made a forced march on the 19th 
(his sixtieth birthday) to.Urghmulee; he halted 
there that night, and on the following morning 
kft his camp standing, and marched.to meet us. 
At the pass near Kote Ashmfifee he left his in- 
iantrjr to hold the position, and proceeded at the 
head of the 3d drajgoons. A putr of Saltan 
Jan's men were in this neighboarhood ; and some 
Kokhes in the immediate vicinity were driven 
off by the Jazailchees. Had we not received as- 
sistance, out recapture was certain ; but as it was, 
they dared not attack the force they saw. It is 
impossible to express our feelings on Sale's ap- 
proach. Tomydaaghter and myself hapniness 
so long delayecf, as to be almost unexpected, was 
actually painful, and accompanied bv a choking 
sensation, which could not obtain the relief of 
tears. When we arrived where the infantry 
"were posted, they cheered all the captives as they 
passed them; and the men of the 13th pressed 
lorwaid to welcome us individually. Most of 
the men had a little word of hearty congratula- 
tion to offer, each in his own style, cm the resto- 
ration of his colonel's wife and daughter : and 
then my highly-wrought feelings found the de- 
sired relief; and I coiud scarcely speak to thank 
the soldiers for their sjrmpathy, while the long- 



withheld tears now found thei{ course. On ar- 
riving at the camp, Capt. Backhouse fired a roy- 
al salttte from his mountain train guns ; and not 
only our old Mends, but all the officers in the 
party, came to o£fer congratulations, and welcome 
our return from captivity. 

2l3<.--We marched to Killa Kazee ; and great 
was the contrast of our present happiness and 
comfort, compared with wnat our state had been, 
when we last bivouacked under the trees of this 
place. The obnoxious fort was deserted ; but the 
troops obtained forage there, and the place was 
destroyed by fire : as also a fort of Sultan Jan's. 
But our guards were sent to the Kuzailbash forts 
near us, to protect the property of our friends. A < 
reward has been offered wi Capt. Bygrave, and 
it is supposed he will be brought in to us shortly. 
At threie o'clock we resumed our march to Ca- 
bul, and passed through the great bazar, where 
the shops were shut, and all looked vety deso^ 
late, and unlike the busy city it was when we 
were here last year, and the inhabitants found 
their trade prosper under our rule. We were 
greeted, on our arrival at the camp at Siah Sung, 
with a salute of twenty-one guns. 

And now my Notes may end. Any farther 
journals of mine can <mly be interesting to those 
nearly connected to me. 
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On the 20th of October, the envoy wrote to Sir Alexan- 
der Bumes, in consequence of information he taO, receiv^ 
ftom Capt. Txwor, vrhich indicated an nnqmetatale of 
feelinff among the people of Cabal. But Sir A. Bnnwa, on 
whOTi the intelligejice department devolved, aawired him 
thst Trevor must.be mistaken, as he knew nothing of anj 
meditated rising of the people: and that aU was as it 
ought to be. Notwithstanding this, Trevor wsured the 
envoy that a number of Ghilstye chieft had Jeft Cabul for 
hostile poipoaes. 

On the 1 St of Kovemher, Sir A. Bnmes oongratalated 
Sir WilHam on the prospect of. soon leaving Cabal m a 
perfect state of tranquillity. We might attribiAe his anx- 
iety to calm the envoy's mind, by assurances of the peace- 
ful feelings of the people of the country, to anxiety on his 
part to succeed to the situation to be vacated by Sir Wil- 
liwn : but it appeared questionable whether he ^ould per- 
manently have done so; as Col. Sutherland had, it was 
■said, been nominated for ^e ^>pointment. 

.Then can be no doubt, from mtiaX we have since heard 
from the Affghans, that Sir A. Bumes wrote Sir William 
MacnAghten for a regiment ; and that no aid was given 
either to him or Trevor, Anquetil or Mackenzie, is well 
known. Where the blame rests it is mot for aw to d^^xmiBe. 

Kdt only did Taj Mahommed Khan, but also the Naib 
Shureef, warn Sir Alexander. The latter was very inti- 
mate with him ; and they were both well known to most 
of thoM oflScezs who at all associated witii the Afghan 
gentlemen. , , « ^ 

Mention is made of the Nalb in one of the Bombay pa- 
pers ; in which he is represented as a ve^ respectaWe 
Srson— a Naib in Capt. Johnson's office. Khan Shireen 
dan is the head of the Kuzzilbashes : and Mahommed 
Shureef was his NaJib, or the governor under him — a man 
of large estates, who, from his adherence to our cause, has 
had to fly his country, with what little he could save, but 
leaving landed projpexty, worth above two lakhs of rupees, 
to the mercy <^ his enemies, the Barukayes. Nalb Shu- 
. reef paid a large sum for the interment of tiie bodies of 
Bumes and his brother. It was asserted that he was de- 
ceived, but his intention was equally good. After the re- 
turn of the British force to Cabul, the bodies were re- 
interred. 

Taj Mahommed Khan and Naib Shureef have, both paid 
every attention in their power to the hostages left in Ca- 
httl ; and, as &r as regards Mrs. Start and myself, tbey 
sent us, whenever they could obtain a secret conveyance, 
various little comforts. Tea, tegar, stockings, gloves, and 
mcfoey we 'received j and much which they sent never 
reaehed us. 

Taj Mahammed Khan, is the son of Gholam Mahommed 
Khan, who fonnerly aasisted Shah Shoojah in his fhiitless 
attempt to gain the throne. His fiunily were long the he- 
reditary Wuzeers of the country. That family are so in- 
fluential that they can hold their ground with all i^ies. 
We leave him in the Wuzeerat. Jan Fishan Khan is now, 
as he says, (mly the poor Suyud Mahommed. Two of his 
brothers have fallen in battle : one son was burned aUve, 
when a child ; another has had his throat cut, though he 
lagged luu*d for life, stating that he was a little child, and 
never could have harmed any one. The wretched father, 
with the remnant (tf his family, accompanies us to India. 
He never was rich. He possessed lands in the Pughman 
valley : a fertile vale, with magnificent vineyards and or> 
chards.. Despoiled of them, he is all but a beggar; but 
looks fur (he favouraUe considerafcion of the government of 
India. 

A trifling subscription was raised by Sale and some offi- 
cers to enable hin( to purchase camels, &c., that he and 
his fiunily might travel with us. 

In tlie absence of actual returns, I beUeve that the force 
which left Cabul was nearly as foUows : 



At the last stand, on ^0 hifl at Gundamnk, then n* 
mained — 



4 horse axtUlery guns. 
3 mountain trun ditto. 
Bengal sap. and miners 1^ 
Shah Shoojah*s ditto . 250 
Queen's 44th . 600 

1 troop H. A. .80 

dth cavalry . . .260 
Ist local horse . 70 



4th local horse • . 70 

Envoy's escort . . 70 

Sd Shah's cavabry . 500 

Half mountain train . 30 

5th N. I. . , . 700 

37th ditto . . .600 

54th ditto . ^ .650 

6th Shah's . ,600 



90 officers. 

50 men of the 54th. 

6 of the hone artillery. 

Among them all, about twenty muskets. 



4 OT 5 Sipahees. 
300 camj^oUoWera 



In reading over these notes, I believe I have not done 
justice to some of the men who were our fellow-captivesk 
The day after that on which Saleh Mahommed Khan offer- 
ed them the arms, a few men of the artillery, and perhaps, 
in all, half a d(nen othen, asked for' and obtained them. 
Swords wen difficult to procure for the officen : Lieut. 
Eyre not being able to get one, took a musket, which was 
very troublesome sod heavy, as, from the wound he re- 
ceived at Cabul, he has lost the use of one hand. 

It is now said, that though we aU at the time believed 
Saleh Mahommed's assertion, that Akbar ordered the death 
of those who could not march, it is probable that this waJs 
a fiction. No one actually reiid the letter, that I can dis- 
cover : and he probably wished to enhance the value of his 
releasing us. The order far our being sent to KhooQoou 
was read 1^ several of the officen. 

Here follow copies of a fe^ notes that have been recovered. 
The fint is not dated ; but, if I mistake not, I have made 
allusion to the order for cutting away the weeds that gro-m 
on the ramparts, lest they should facilitate the enemy's enr 
trance into the cantonments. The Affghans had first to cross 
the ditch, twenty feet wide. 

No. I. 
TO LIEUTENANT STURT. 

Has the breastwork on the Musjid been improved 1 Thia 
Lieutenant Start was to have done yesterday. It must be, 
and as effectually as cireumstancea will admit, done to-day. 

The bridge at the rear gate does not seem to be under- 
stood. The planks must .be always kept ready to lay down. 
The breach w the captured fort ought to be strengthened. 
(The officer must be told, on the appearance of any people 
near it, to warn them off, and immediately let a party fall 
in near it). This latter does not apply to Lieutenant Start. 

Can anything be done to the magazine or other forts du-- 
ring this quiet day t 

Weeds on ramparts to be out* 

My dear Sturt, 
I send you the above for your attention and consideration,, 
to do what you can. Youn, 

(Signed) W. K. E. 

IL 

LIEtn^NANT STURT. Immediate. 

UIhe, 
My dear Start, 
On my retam ftam the envoy's I heard ytm had taJmi^ 
out a gun at the Bazar ftttt. I hope there is no risk, al- 
though I feel rather uneasy about its having been done be- 
fore the work ibr its ]»otection was completed ; but as it has 
been done, you moat look to the work, and earry it on with 
out the least delay. See t&t this is carried on. 

(Signed) Youn, W. K. E. 

I was not aware you ^tended to take it out, and I hear 
the brigadier was opposed to it. I hope, however, for to^ 
night the gun it safe ; tp lose it would be disastrous. 

No.m 

My dear Sturt, 
It is deeoMd too bad that W0 tlfoi^ cnA/ ou^rseives to 
be bullied in the way we have been to-day outside the i^ah 
Song gate; to say nothing of people beiaff fired i^ every 
night eomml; to us with supplies; tiiereiore it is deter> 
niihed that you throw np some sort of fltehe, or other 
work, to hold a doami m«n or so, which would keep these 
fellows at a nura nqwctable distance, protect our ani- 
mals and camp foUowera, save our bridge, and do away 
with the necessity of a cavalry piquet. If we have a quiet 
night, the general wishes you would plan out such a work 
on paper, and have it marked out on the ground, reachr for 
the 200 sappen vaA minen to commence on the fint thing 
in the morning, and as many other work-people as ean be 
got. The brigadier has spoken to you about a trench across 



